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Western civilization v. multiculturalism

by Tom Strunk

This year marks the 500th
anniversary of Columbus'
discovery of the New World.
While most years we celebrate
Columbus Day, it secms that
this year we will be
celebrating Indigenous
Peoples' Day.

Columbus has been
continually assailed by attacks
from the lcft, claiming that he
destroyed a  continent
inhabited by peaceful
civilizations living in
wondrous harmony with
nature. '

Columbus has become the
symbol of western civilization
and all its sins. This attack
against western civilization is
lcd by a group of
multiculturalists determined to
¢xposc cvery aeplorable act
commiticd by Europeans, Lo
ignore the offenses of non-
western civilizations, and to
divide America inlo warring
factions similar to those of
Eastermn Europe.

Since classical antiquity
the westem world has been a
driving force in the way man
lived. The Grecks and
Romans, as the creators of
western civilization, were
among the first to analyze the
way man thought.

“They " established
institutions of leaming bascd
on academic frecedom. They
questioned natural
phenomena scicentifically,

~rather than supernaturally.

Confidence in the individual
was reflected  in their
democratic government. This
way of life was far different
from those of the Egyptians
and the civilizations of (he
Near East, where there werc
stricter class structurcs and
events were cxplained
independently of rcason.

As ccnturies  passed,
Europe cven challenged the
validity of its own rcligious
orthodoxy: Catholicism.
When western civilization
flourished, it could not be
containced by Europe and it
burst out upon thc world.

The Europcans
circumnavigated the world,
spreading their culture
wherever they wenl. America
was onc of those places. As
the scientific revolution and
enlightenment transformed
Europe, it changed America
as it is now changing many
other arcas of the world.

Our forcfathers bascd our
govemment on the principles
of the enlightenment, our
cducation systems on
academic {reedom, and our
ideals on scientilic inguiry.
The religion many of us
practice originated in western
civilization. So much of what
we are has undeniably ¢come
from Ewrope.

0 But pow - that - western:
tradition is being challenged
by multiculturalists who are
insisting  on cultural
rclativism. They teach us that
culares can not be gompared,

they can only be judged in
their own context. We are not
allowed to look at a culturc
and deem it barbaric.

Instead we can only study
the oppression they were put
through by western
imperialism. Although the
multiculturalists may have
good intcntions, such as
respect for other people and a
broader view of the world.
they have gonc beyond those

goals and arc now destroying
their own drcam.
They have changed history
into a game, where the tcams
consist of races and scxcs.
Each of them bending the
truth and grappling for great
names from their past.
Whenever a while person is
mentioned, a“black person
must be mentioncd to kecp the
score cven.
So it goes, across sexes,

“races and disciplines. This
_game hurts us as we struggle

to create an integrated socicty.
For the game only allows us
10 partake in our own separate
histories, divided according
to our race and sex.

For example, Malcolm X
is owned by blacks, while
George Washington is owned
by whites. In the end we
sacrifice truth and history to
create a socicty that is divided
against itscif.

Onc danger of
multiculturalism is that it has
now found [followers in
cducation, The curriculum is
becoming  increasingly
multicultural, as tcachers usc

_history to build sclf-esteem.

Our children no longer go o
school 10 lcam to reason and
think critically. Instead, they
arc indoctrinated with the
achicvements of various races
and sexes (I wonder what the
Japancse arc doing?).

These practlices may make
us feel good but they will
ncver teach us to live
together. They only remind us
further ol our dilferences.
The dream of an integrated
sociely will  become
impossible as we grow more
and more cthnocentric.

At a time of increasing
diversity in Amecrica, it is
imperative that we take pride
in-our common ground. Our
schools need to rediscover
traditional values, not because
they were created by a
handful of whitc mcn, but
because they have made us a
greal Civilization.

- find its like again.”

Plato should not be studied
because he was a white male,
but because he thought and
wrote so profoundly. 1 can
not consider myself an heir to
Plato just because he and 1 arc
white. If I want to rcad and
study him, finc, but 1 can not
strut pridefully because Plato
was both great and whitc. |
had no effect on what he
accomplished.

The same is truc for Dr.
Martin Luther King. We
should not cclebrate his
birthday because we need a
black holiday. Wc should
celebrate his birthday because
he was a great man.
Similarly, blacks do not own
Dr. King becausc they are
black. :

Amcricans need to work
together for a common
culture. The practices of
multiculturalism only scck (o
separate us. And scparate, we
shall fall, for as Wcndcll
Wilkic said:

"The cloak that binds
Amcrica together is woven of
a strong, yet delicate fabric. It
scrves to shelter alike the rich
and poor, the native and
foreign born, Jew and
Gentile, black and white. Let
no one tear it asunder, for we
do not know where we shall

Tom Strunk is a fourth
semester history major. His
column appears every other
week in The Collegian.

The coups that

Ed. note: Mikc Royko is on
vacation. In his absence, we are
reprinting some of his favorite
columns.

by Mike Royko

The world of science is
delirious with excitement over
the discovery of new, cfficicnt
ways 10 get clectricity from here
10 there. Or there to here, |
supposc.

It's said that these reeent
discoveries  will have  an
c¢normous  impact on the
cconomy and our lifestyles and
make possible all sorts of
wondrous technological advances.

One scientist was quoted in a
newspaper as saying about the
rapid dcvelopment and potential
of the ncw clectrical conductors:
"Nothing like this has ever
happened in scicnce before.”

Another said:
"Superconductivity developments
arc the most exciting new
breakthroughs of our lives. It
will change the way we live."

With all respect for the
scientists, 1 have my doubts
about that. Changing the way we
live, I mean.

For example, nothing I've read
has said that this amazing

breakthrough will lead to the
climination ol somc of the most
terrible curses known o modern
man -- the rush-hour traffic jam,
flavorless  tomatocs, devious
politicians or goofs who talk
during movics.

Every few ycars, scicntists
insist  on teliing  us  that
somcthing new and amazing will
change our lives. But what
happens? The military uses the
new development o refine the
mecthods we might use 1o blow
up the world. And the rest of us
wakce up with the same problems,
bills, aches and pains.

Consider the transistor, which
replaced the vacuum tube and was
hailed as onc of the great
inventions of the ages. That did it
give us? A sub-racc of zombics
who shufflc or jog through life
with Walkman radios attached o
their heads.

That's why I'm skeptical
about  most scientific
brecakthroughs. I've seen few of
them lead to a gcnuine
improvement in thc way we live.
Have any of them climinated the
hangover?

And that has led me to
compile a list of what I consider
to be somc of the most important
inventions of my lifetime. 1t isn't

a comprchensive hist, of course,
and others may have their own
choices.

Il s0, you might scnd them o
me and I'll add them to the tist.
In no particular order, here arc my
choices. The automatic car wash,
cspecially the kind that lets you

A
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shove a slug in a slot and squirt
hot wax on your car. The
automatic car wash has frecd
millions of mcn from the
weekend ritual of slopping soap
on their sncakers and has
permitted them (0 do more
important things, such as
nothing,

The disposable diaper. Only
those who had children before it

was available can appreciate how
much less offensive it is to be a
young parent. As Slats Grobnik
once said: "Everybody says
babics arc so sweet. But if a
grown man did the things a kid
docs, he'd be run oul of cvery
saloon in town.”

The cut-prool goll  ball.
Scicntists have estimated that
this amazing advanccment has
climinated so much stress that
the average golfer's life has been
cxtended by 2 172 years. I made
that up, but it's probably true
anyway.

The remote-control channel
changer. The world would have
been better off if TV had never
been invented. What would we
have misscd -- Sam Donaldson?
But as long as we're stuck with
it, it's nicc to be able to flip
through the channels effortlessly
to scc if there's anything lewd
going on.

The automatic ice cubc maker.
I can't imaginc what life is like
in societics that don't have this
devicce. It's littlc wonder that there
is so much discontent in the
Third World.

The once-size-fits-all men's
stocking. Until we had this, we
never knew whether a stocking
would be too big or too little

changed mankind

when we bought it. So most of
us had tocs that were cither
scrunched or pinched. As Plato
satd: A person cannot be truly
happy with painful 1ocs.

The phone  answering
machine. It's been maligned and
ridiculed. But it's permitted me to
at last be honest with those who
phonc my home. Beflore I had
ong, I had to say, "Hello. Oh, hi,
how arc you? Uh-huh, that's
interesting. No kidding. Well,
maybc we can get Logether and do
that.” Now, my recorded message
states a simple truth: "I'm here,
but I don't want 10 talk 10 you.
Al the beep, just go away. Thank
you for listening.”

As I said, others may have
their favorites. Venctian blinds,
for example, which admit light
but discourage pecping toms;
auwtomatic windshicld washers;
and any garment made of
polycster. But we have a long
way to go. We can put a man on
thc moon, make clectricity move
more cfficiently.

When will science develop a
martini that is good for you?

Mike Royko is Chicago-
based, nationally syndicated
columnist. His column appears
weekly in The Collegian.



