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Editorial
Secret war

Our country is at war, and whether you agree with
President Bush's decision or not, all of our lives
have been affected. If you have seen television lately,
you probably watched the news or some special on
the war in the Gulf,

The media has constantly been updating the
situation and gathering insights and opinions from
various experts on the Middle East to keep us
informed.

All of this coverage has brought the war into our
living rooms via television each evening with
frightening details. It would seem that the American
public has all the information it needs to decide how
it feels about the war. Or does it?

Unfortunately, we are not being told the whole
story. It's not journalists who are withholding
information from the public, but the military.

For the first time during any war, the United
States military is censoring what the media can report
to the public.

In no other war has the military dared to revoke
the First Amendment rights, until now. Not during
the World Wars, not during the Korean War, not
even during Vietnam.

Perhaps it was Vietnam that determined the
military's decision towards media coverage in the
Gulf. The military must fear that if the American
public was completely informed, that public support
of the war would turn sour, just like it did during
Vietnam.

But the military does not have the right to
withhold information from the people of this
country. As Americans, we have the right to be given
all the facts in order to make up our minds.

After all, the military's function is to protect our
country and our country's interests. And who is
" beftét” qaalified to determined America's interests
than Americans themselves?
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