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Laughs rare in poorly
structured Madhouse

by Christi Luden
Collegian Staff Writer

What do John Larroquette
from "Night Court” and Kirstie
Allecy from "Cheers" have in
common? A unimpressive new
comedy movic entitled Madhouse
. Although the l~ading roles arc
played by two of television's
most hilarious and popular stars,
I would not advise anyonc to
waste thcir money on this
mediocrity,

The film begins with a happy,
ncwlywed couple sharing their
first apartment together. Mark
and Jessica Bannister (Larroquette
and Alley) are madly in love and
very successful in their areas of
business and ncws broadcasting.
All is bliss until cousins Fred
and Bernice come to visit. What
starts out as a happy rcunion cnds
up causing unbclicvable fiascocs
in the Bannisters' lives,

The first incident occurs
during the ride from thc airport 1o
Mark and Jessica's apartment.
Their wonderful cousins bring
along Scrubby, the family cat.
Scrubby doesn't like the car ride
too much and litcrally soaks
cveryone because of ill feclings.
This occurrence, which
foreshadowed many more terrible
events, provides onc of very few
momecnis that causcs laughter.

On the supposcd last day of
Fred and Bemice's vacation, hugs
arc exchanged and the Bannisters'
moments of pcace are again well
on their way. Well on their way,

that is, until a pregnant Bernice
takes a little spill on the front
porch and, under doctor's orders,
has to spend the rest of her
pregnancy in bed. This is when
the couple begins their descent
into a living hell.

Bermnice becomes demanding
and very obnoxious, Fred lcaves
to find his real sclf again, and
Scrubby began (o use up his nine
lives by dying and rising again
throughout the catire movie.,

If thesc housc guecsts arcn't
cnough to put up with, Jessica's
spoiled and dcbonair sister leaves
her husband and decides o move
in also. Necdless to say, she and
Bemice are totally opposite and at
each other's throats from the first
time they mecet. Following
Claudia's intrusion, her son also
decides to join the Madhouse.

Now with four guests and an
ever-living cat, Mark and Jessica
Bannistcr arc starting to lose their
sanity. Privacy becomes a word
of the past, their jobs start to
suffer and slccping on the floor
takes a toll also.

The fun doesn't end here
though. A rare passionate
moment in the backyard sends a
burning grill into a nextdoor
neighbor's pilc of straw and the
neighbor's house is burnt to the
ground. What's the best possible
way for thc Bannisters to avoid a
lawsuit while the adoring
neighbor and his two lovely
children wait for the insurance
payoff? Thal's right, lct them
move in,

Liner

(continucd from page 8)

tribute to the late reggac pionccr.
Island will donate profits to fund
Amnesty's humanist cfforts in
the third world.

* Lock up your old Barbies.
Five new dolls have cntered the
toy market represcnting (you
guessed it) the New Kids on the
Block. Is nothing sacrcd?

* Olcta Adams, the back-up
singer discovercd on thc latest
Tears For Fcars LP, will relcase
her solo debut on March 12. The
relcase was written and produced
by Tears For Fcars member
Roland Orzabal.

« The Cowboy Junkies will
premiere their sccond LP on
March 13. Titded The Caution

Notes |

Horses, the rclease contains cight
original compositions and a cover
of Ncil Young's "Powderfinger."
* The meaning behind the
numbers in the title of Janet
Jackson's Rhythm Nation 1814
has been explained. According to
Jackson, she jokingly told
recording engincers that she
hoped for the release to become a
"national anthem for the 90's."
She later lcarned that Francis
Scott Key wrote "The Siar-
Spangled Banner” on September
14,
disappointing revelation.

« U2 guitarist The Edge has
completed the score for a
theatrical adaptation of Anthony
Burgess' novel A Clockwork

Orange.

1814. Talk about a

3. Whitesnake

AOR Hits
taken from Radio and Records

1. Aerosmith - "What it Takes"
2. Alannah Myles -
- "The Deeper the Love"

4. Rolling Stones : "Almost Hear You Sigh"
5. Tom Petty - "A Face in the Crowd"

"Black Velvet"

Addcd 10 the bunch is a crazed
car salesman with an obsession
for power tools, a mischicvous
little boy who sets off
firecrackers and kills the cat a few
limes, and a tecnage girl who's in
love with Mark and constantly
tying up thc phone line. It's
enough to push the Bannisters
over the cdge. They ncarly lose
their jobs, rcsort to living in a
tent in their backyard, and totally
lose what sanity they had left.
What's next?

The Bannisters also deal with
police, cocaine, an clephant, and
surprisingly cnough, a happy
ending.

If you plan to view lthis
movic,try 10 wait until it comes
out on vidcotape. It is worth the
price of a vidco rental, but
definitely no more than that. The
humor is rarc and dry. The many
subplots and diffcrent characters
throughout the film are
somewhat corny, but the movie
isn't a total disaster. A fcw scencs
causcd an cruption of laughter in
the theater and for that I'll give
writer and dircctor Tom

Ropelewski a just a tiny bit of
credit.

Folk singer to
appear in Reed

Folk singer Joshua White,
Jr. will perform tonight at 8:00
p.m. in the Reed Lecture Hall as
part of thc Culwral and
Pcrforming Arts Scrics. His
performance will trace the roots
of black Amcrican music from
the pre-Civil War cra 1o present
day Amecrica.

Whitc has displaycd his

brand of folk-blucs and gospcl
music on some of the country's
greatest stages, including New
York's Carncgic Hall, Lincoln
Center and Madison Square
Garden,

He has recorded albums for
Mecercury, United Arlists,
Vanguard, Dccca, and the
Eurpocan Voguc.

Thursday,

Presemis:

Comedian

TONY POWELL

Tony has made appearances on many local
shows, with an original approach as well

as impersonating the like of Eddie Murphy
and Bill Cosby.

A

February 22,
8pm Reed Lecture Hall
Admission -
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