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Are People Really Good at Heart"

by Darrell J. White
. Collegian Staff Writer

" "I believe that people are
really good at heart.”
---Anne Frank

© It's weird. Just before every
catastrophe of my teenage life I
would see that sentence, like a
bad omen. On a high school
morning, I would read that quote
in a textbook. I would come
home ihat day with the feeling
that .my peers were cruel,
unfeeling, uncaring people.
Often, I would feel recyclabie
They would find me, humiliate or
make sport of me in some way
(it's amazing how creative my
peers could be). They would toss
me aside for the day, and then re-
use me, making sure that I'd seen
that stupid quote first, so I
wouldn't be breaking tradition.

It got to be so bad that one
day 1 came home and asked my
mother, "Mom, could it be that

Anne Frank-the Anne Frank-was

possibly putting me on?" Then I

would go to school the next day, .

make sure I read nothing

concerning Jews (or even World -

War II) and fecl fine, on top of
the world.
Recently, I saw a PBS specxal

concerning the concentration -

camp at Auschwitz. The narrator
drifted to the storv of Arne Frank
(how could he not) and the quotc
was mentioned. You'd think after
ail those minor yet life-shaking
tragedies that I would have
actually learned something.
Nope I guess not.

A few days ago, I was with a '

good friend in a iarge group.
When, for one instant, the
attention was shifted to her, she
made fun of a part of my
personality that I am sensitive
about. (Please forgive my
vagueness, dear reader--the
incident is still fresh in memory.)
The effect on me was equal to

that of a sledgehammer below the

waist.

It was quite funny at the
time, but also a shot that
embarrassed me terribly (and my
friend, also). I felt astonished
that my friend had actually
betrayed me, after I confided in
her. I felt nothing but anger and
rage, and humiliation,
remembering that night.

The next day, my other friends
naturally poked fun at me over
the incident. They were doing
what anyone would have done.
How could they know how it had
affeccied me? Yet I still felt that I
was being rejected from my
group, that they were telling me 1
was different. 1 felt outcast,
alone, unable to turn to anyone.

.Anne Frank was uitimately
wrong.

There was nobody. who
would help me. The world was a
cold, uncaring, unfeeling place.

1 was the on¢ who was wrong.
One person in that group had
noticed my reactions, and how I

publication in Tempus.

eligible.

in Tempus, and a copy of Dunes. The awards
will be formally presented at convocation
ceremonies in the late spring. Also, all
submissions are automatically considered for

=~Each: poet:is encouraged to submit no
more than three poems for consideration.
Poets submitting entries must be a Behrend
student at the time of submission or must
have been enrolled during the regular
academic semester previous to the deadline.
This allows students transferring to
University Park or graduating to remain

Each year the contest will be judged by

KrynOCkoo e o contd. from

evaluators

essays.

with
qualifications. This year's award was judged
by Maxine Kumin. Kumin won the Pulitzer
Prize in 1973 and is the author of four
novels, eight volumes of poetry, a collection

of essays and a short story collection. Her
most recent book is In Deep a collection of

Kumin selected 3 winners based on
submission of 3 poems each. Kumin also
mentioned that "a great deal of talent” was
represented in the entries from Behrend.

Next week the Collegian will feature
profiles on 2nd prize winner Ellen Goldberg
and 3rd prize winner Susan Lavrey.

tended to avoid my‘dsual‘-’fric’ndé.
She had made fun of the incident,
originally, but felt uneasy when

she saw how long the fervor was -

lasting.

She felt bad that such a big
rift had come between two of her
friends. What makes her different

is that she did something about :

it.
One evening, I reccived a
phone call from her, and was

amazed that she even knew my -

phone number. -She asked me if I
wanted to step out for a while, go
getacup of coffee, and talk.

" While wc sat, over our tuna
melt sandwiches, she talked to
me like I hadn't been talked to in
a long while. She was actually
revealing herself to me. She
talked about her family,- her
studies, her work, from where she
just came, and about the other
people involved in my situation.

to help me recover from that
blow. She was doing all this for
me, despite the fact that she is

L
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vcry much in love w1th well,

" not with me, and that I don't even

know her last name (to this very

-day): s

I sat there, starmg at that
huge ‘tuna melt, contemplating
what all this meant. It meant
that she was, is, and will always
a good person.

Now, the incident has been
forgotten. My friend and I have
reconciled. And I still associate
with the same group. The group
is no different (sometimes I
wonder about them), but I know
of one good person .

In the Bible, it was written
that God would have spared the
cities Sodom and Gomorrah if he
found just ten good people there.
If the same fate should befall
Behrend, I'd pray that God takes
notice of Robin.

After all this time, now I find
out that Anne Frank was right.
It's weird.
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An interfaith ministry offering
opportunities for worship,
counseling, study and prayer on
campus and transportation to
area worship services.

Come in and visit--we're in
Student Services--or call

898-6245
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