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THE COUNTERFEIT DUCATS.

N the end of the fNfteenth cenlury
when the olties of Ttaly were render.
ad rich by their trade to the West Tudles,
Padus was odeof the wiost Mourlshilog
of Its towns, and possessed a body of
merchants, and particularly goldemiths,
Jewelers and denlers in silk, with whom
Veuloe itsell vonld scnreely beir o com.
parison. Amongst these goldsmiths and
Jewelers there was one more eminent
than his brethren, His dwelling was
upon the bridge, and Padun was scarcel y
more tniversally kuown in Italy than
Jeronlmo Vincente wns known for one
of s cltizens, It vever ralns but It
pours,’’ enyaa northern proverh ; Urlohes
begets rlches,’”” gays an Itallan one.
Jeronimo found the truth of both these
anyings. He was already rich enough to
antlsfy o dozen merchauts and (o make o
seore of German prinves, Fortune, how-
ever, did not yet think she had done
enobgh for him, Bvery day some traveler
was arviving at Padua, In the exchange
of whose forelgn money for the coln of
Padua be oblalned some good burgalns,
and added to his over.flowing coflers.
Few dled without relatives bat that he
was appolnted thelr executor, Many paid
tribute to big wealth and reputation by
leaving him thelr helr, The city of Padua
gave him nll the public contracts ; and
he almost sank under the welght of
truste, offices, ete, vot merely offered,
but obtruded and hmposed on him,

Who could be more happy than Jero.
nimo Vincente 7 8o he thought himsel{
a8 he walked on the Lrldge of Padun one
besutiful Summer's evenivg. A conch of
one of the nobles passed at the same
woment. . No one noticed it, On the
other hand, every one who passed him
aniuted him, “Sach have been the effects
of my Industry, my dexterily in buslness,
and my assiduouns application, Yes, Jero-
nimo, others have to thank thelr ances-
you have only to thunk yourself.
IL is ull your own merit,”’

tors

And with these reflections his stature,
as it were, increased rome inchies Bigher,
and, sssuming a peculinr port and a self.
sitistied step, e walked in vanity, and
almost in defiance of every one and
everytbing, to his own house. He fell
asleep in the eame mood, and dreamed
that the ancient fible of Jupiter was re.
peated in his house, and that the heny-
eus opened and descended upon him in
s shower of dueats and pistoles, ITu all
this galiloquy of Jeronimo, you will ob-
serve, there was not a word or thought
of any one but himself; he did not at-
tribute his plenty to the blessing of God ¢
he felt no gratitude . to Him who had
showered down upon him in abundance ;
his wind, his spirit, and his vanity
were that of Nebuchadnezzar; and the
fale of Nebuchadnezenr was nearer to
him than he Imagined. It isa part of
the wise economy of Providence to vin-
dicate the honor and duty which belong
to Him{ itisa part of His mercy to
Lhumble those who In forgelting Him
ure about to lose themeelves, He sends
them prosperity as a blessing: they
abuse it and convert it toa ourse, He
recalls the abuked gift, sand sends them
adversity to bring them to their duty.—
Such was the course of Divine govern
ment in the early ages of the world,
such it is to this day and such did Jeron-
imo find it mueh sooner than he expect-
ed.

On a sudden, without any apparent

cause, he saw to his astonishment, the
universal respect to his wealth and repu-
talon on a manifest decrease, Some who
had before nearly kissed the ground in
his presence, now looked erectly in his
face, and kept their straightforward
course, without giving him the honora-
ble side of the path; others kept their
bonipets as if nailed to their heads ; two
or three recalled thelr trusts; others
happened to eall for accounts of such
trusts,when he was not at home,or busy,
spoke In a peremptory tone, dropped
hints of the laws of the counlry, and
the duly of guardinng, In plain words
he gradually discovered himself to be as
much avolded as be had beretolore been
sought, No one wuns punctual in his
aftendance but those 1o whom he paid
their weekly or monthly pensions, 1If
there could be any doubt that something
extraordinary had happened, Jeronimo
huad at length sufitcient proof; for having
put himself in nomination for one of
the offices of parochial intendant, and
of the great church and trebsury of Pa-
dus, & compelitor was preferred, less
wealthy than himeelf by some thou-
sands,

Jeronimo returned Lhome much_con-
founded at this unexpected defeal. In
valp he examined bimself and his situ-
ation for the cause,

“Am I not as rich az ever?" sald he,
“Have 1 defrauded any one? No,—
Have I puffered any one to demand thelr
paymentl of me twice ¥ No. What can
be the cause of all this #"

This was a question he could not an.
dwer,bul the fact became daily and hour-
ly 80 much more eyident,that he shortly
found himself us much avolded, and ap.
parently condemnel In every respectable
otmpany as he had formerly been court-
ed nod honored,

It Is thme, however, 10 glve the reader
some Information ne to the notusl onuse,
A whisper wis suddenly olreuluted that
Jeronlmo had nob acquired his wenlth
by honest meana. [t was reported, and
gradunlly universally belioved, thal he
was an ulterer, If not & coloer, of base
mouney, He hnd the reputation, ns has
before been aald, of being the most nble
workman in Padan, In J&Id, wllver nnd
Ince; Vand surely,' salid the gossips of
Padua, ** he does not wenrhils talent In
mnapkin, He employs his dexterity to
BOME purpose.

Are you not speaking too  fast ¥
anldl another nelghbor; I have always
held Jeronlmo tobg wn  honest man.

SANd so inve I hitherto,”” salil the
other, “ UL T nssayed It; thls duoat 1
revelved from Jeronimo; let us prove it
at your ngsny, nnd you will allow that Y
did pot speak without some good foun.
datlon.” The proposal wak sccepled,
the trinl was made, snd the ducat found
to be base In the porportion of one-third
copper, to two thirds sllver.

The nume of this peighbor of Jeronl.
mo, who had defended him, was Guisep.
pe Cognlgero, a very worthy and honest
wan ; nol one of Lthose who fonod a trl-
umph in the downfall of another, though
above him o wenlth and honor, Gul-
seppe, as he said, had always held Jero.
nhno to be & respestable and worthy
citlzen.  He had many deallngs wilh
him, and had always found him  just
and punetunl to the lowest coln ;. *ls it
possible;" snid he to himself, **that after
such a course of honesty nud reputntion,
he has so far forgotten himself ns to be.
tome a oommon cheat ¥ 1 will not  be.
Heve it. But this fact of the bage ducat ¥
Well; but my friend might not have
received the duest from Jeronimo. I
am resolyved I will makea trinl of him
myself, before I will give in to the bellef
of these reports in the teeth of 8o fuir o
character for so many years." Gulseppe
wits o shrewd man, and never fixed on &
purpoze but when he had the fogennity
to find the means of executlng It He
went immedintely to his home, and
taking & hundred doests trom his private
store, went with them to the house of
Jeronimo.

" Blgnor Jeronime,” said he, * lere
are o hundred doeats whieh 1 wish 1o
keep for a certain purpose. 1 have just
embarked In a speculation of greal ex.
tent the result of which no one can for-
see. | wish to keep this sum as a depos.
it, in the event of the filure of my
hopes, if you will do me the favor to
take the custody ot it.”'

Jeronimao, pleased at a confidence fo
which he was now not much aceustoms
ed, very willingly accepted the chavge,
and Guiseppe took his leave in the full
persuasion that the trinl would ecor-
respoud with his expectations and that
the report would be proved fulse nnd
malieious,

In the course of a few days Guiseéppe,
according to the plan concerted in  his
own mind, called suddenly on Jeron-
lmao,

My dear friend,” said he, ‘*I sincere-
ly rejoice’that I have found you at home;
& sudden demand has fallen upon me,
and I bave an unexpected occasion for
the hundred ducats which I deposited
with you."

My good friend,” said Jerohimo,
‘do nol preface such a  tritle with such
a serious apology. The money is yours,™
Atthe same time opening a private
drawer—*'You see here it ls, just ns I
deposited it,  Take your money my
friend, and you may always have the
same or any other service from me,"'—
Haying this he gave Gulseppe the bag
in which be brought the ducats to him.,

Guiseppe hastened home, counted and
examined the ducats, The number was
right, their appearance seemed good ; he
sounded. them singly. One sounded
suspiciously ; he assayed it—Iit was base,
* Well,”" said he, **this may be an  acel-
dent ; I could almost swear, indeed, that
every ducat I gave him was good i but
this,perhaps, I might have overlooked.'!
He sounded another, his susplcions in-
creased ; another—he now determined to
nssay them all. He did so; and to his
confusion (for the honest man was truly
grieved and confounded at the deteotion
of his neighbor's dishonesty) he found
thirty bad ducate out of the hundred,

He now hastened back to Jeronimo,

* These are not the ducats, siv, I depos.
ited with you ; bereare thirty bad ducats
out of the hundred” * Bad or good,"
replied Jerodimo Indignantly, “they are
the same which you deposited ; I took
them from your hands, put them in the
drawer, and they were not moved from
thenea till you demanded them.” Gul.
seppe Inslsted, sud ab Jength severely
repronc Jeronimo. Jeronimo cow.-
manded him to leave Lis house. * Qan
you suspect me of such u pitiful fraud ¥
sald he.

* Indeed, I never should,” replied Gul-
seppe, “unless upon this absolute evi.
dence. Buat there must be o fraud some-
where, Either Iam attemptiog to de-
fraud you, or you to cheat me. It ia
incumbent upon both our repututions
that this matier should be oleared up. I

shall go to the wagistrates.” “Go where
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you plense,’” sald Jeromlmo ;' bt go
without delay."

Gulseppe Immaedintely linstened to the
prealdent of Justlee, He demandod n
summons for Jeronlmo, It was granted,
He complained without reclting the
partlonines, thst Jeronimo had paid him
back a depoalt, and fn 8 hundred duonts,
had glven Lilm thirty bad.  Jeronimo
tdenled It, I gave him back the same
which be deposited with me.'" There
wis i law ot Padua termed the ** law of
wager,"" The substance of this was,
thiat the party ncoused hnd it In bils op-
{lon to clear blmeell by an oath of his
Innocence.

YWl you take your wager ¥ sald
Clniseppe,

" Yen, slry" replled Jeronlmo,

The holy evangelists were according-
Iy presented to him and Jeronimo awore
upon them that he had nol tonchied, still
less changed the duents, slnce they were
deposited with him,  The presldent ac-
cordingly ganve Judgment in his favor,
belpng compelled therelo by the lnws of
Padaa, And Gulseppe, with horrornt
the upited froud and perjury of the man
whom he had hitherto degmed honest
and respectable, left the court nnd withs
drew Lo his home,

This trinl excited n universal Interest
and rumor In Padun. The president of
the law had aequitted Jeronimo | not so,
however, public reputation, Gulsepps
wis o man of established charneter,
Jeronimo's fame had been long blem-
Ished. The previous reports, therefore,
were now considered as fully conflrmed
Into certalnty, The magletrates, novor.
dingly deemed it necessary to poiut the
atlention of the police to him and Lo
hia fulure dealings ; and Jeronimo here.
after becume a marked character, The
pollee of Padun were pdministered with
that discrete cunning for which the
Itallansg are celebrated, Boime of s
officers very shortly contrived, in the
disguise of forelgn merchants, Lo make
fl lhllu'r-l[ of good and marked mouney
with Jerontmo, and shortly after re.
decmed It back, The money was re.
stored as required. It woas immedintely
carried, ns before, in the case of Gulsep-
pe, to the public nsspy, npd the result
was that the greatest part of the number
of the coins were found (o be base,

Jerouimo was next day arrested and
thrown into prisou. His house wns
seirched in thesnme instant. Thesearch
most fully confirmed whal indesd now
required but little confirmuntion, In the
secrel drawers were found all the instro-
ments of colning, ns well as all the mao.
terials of adulteration, An Immense
quantity of base coin was likewise found
in different parts of the house. All
Padun was now in arms, They elamor-
ously demanded justiceon & wan who
bad not the temptation of poverty to
commit erimes; here is & man sald they,
who has raised bis hemd above all of us,
and lived in luxury and splendor, year
after year, upon the fruit of his crimes,
He has even sat upon the public beneh
of magletrates, and administered the
laws of Padua ) if justice be not made
for the rich, If its objects be the defence
of all, let him now be brought to trial,
and meet with the punishment which he
&0 well merite. The magistrates, in
obedience to the populsr ¢lamor, and at
the same time acknowledging its justice
somewhat hastened the trial of Jeron-
imo, He was brought forward, accused
and witnesses exnmined, he had nothlng
to allege which could weigh n single
grain against the mass of evidence pro-
duced against bim. He waosaccordingly
unanimously  condemned. The trial
was holden on Monday ; he was found
guilty the ﬂamefluy. and orderad for ex-
ecution in the public square on ¥riday
following, the interval being granted for
religious preparations,

Who was now so unhappy as Jeron.
imo de Vincente, and what a vicissitude
in his fortune and reputation had g very
short time produced! Within those
few montbs he had been the wenlthiest
and most respected in Padud, The no-
blest familles sought the hand of his
only daughter o marriage; his wife wus
the pattern and exemplar of all the
Indies of the clty and neighborhood ; his
house was full of the richest furniture
and palntings in Italy. Now the officers
of Justice were in possession of it, and
performed the vilest office in the most
wngnificent chambers ; whilst, with the
ordinary insolence of such rufMans, they
scarcely allowed a corner of the house
to his uvobhappy wife and daughter.—
And where was Jeronimo himself, In
the p ublie prison of the ¢ity ; inn cell
not four feet square, and auoder orders
for execution the next following day.—
Was not this enough to reduce Jeroni-
mo to his sense? It was; he humbled
himsell bLefore God and fmplored his
pity ; snd it pleased the Infinite Good.
ness to hear his prayer and to send rellef
where he least expected it,

Jeronimo bud & coufidential clerk or
managing man of the name of Jacobo,
On the day preceeding that ordered for
his master's execution, he was going up
stairs to attend some message for his
unhuppy mistress, when his foot slipped
and he fell from the top to the bottom,

Hls neck wus dislocated by the fall aud
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bie died without utterlug & word, . This
miperable man had a wife; and the Ins
telligeiios of this disaster Lolng earried
to her occasloned Hlness thnt placed her
In the most lmminent danger. Bhe ree
pestelly requested, during (he night,
that Jeronlmo's wile might be ment to
her; w8 slie had sometiing very heavy
nt ber heart to communleate (o her.—
Jerotiimo’s wife accordingly came very
early on the followlng morning, The
unhappy woman haviog summoned np
the smull remnant of her strength, s
requested Jeronimo’s wife to hear whist
&lie had to say, but not to Interrupt hep
till shie had' concluded, thus Addressed
her:

Y Your hitsband Is innocent, mine was
gullly. Fly to the magistrales, Inform
vthem of this and save mwy husband’s
soul from adiding to bis other orlmes the
gullt of innocent blood. Thy husband—""!
Blie was about to proveed, but death ar.
rested her worgls,

deronimo’s wife thinking (it her hus-
band was now effectually saved, flew to
the president of the maglstracy, aud de-
manded Immediate ndmission, and re-
Inted the confeasion slie had Just receiv-
el. 'The president shook his head.—
*“Where Is the woman that made the
vonfession ¥'*

She is dead,”

" Then where Is the purty, aceused In-
#lead of Jeronimo ¥

Y s dead lkewiss,”

" Have yott any witnesses of the eon-
versation of the dylung woman ¥

' None; she requested every one Lo
lenve Lhe ehamber, that she might com-
wunleate to, me alone,”

“Then the confesslon, goml womnn,
enn avall you pothlig; the law must
have s vourse.”! Jeronimo's wife could
mike no reply ; she was carried senseless
out of court,and the president, from a
due gense of humanity, ordered her to be
tnken Lo the house of one of his ofMfcers
and kept there Ul after the execution of
her husband.

The finshivg of this eatastrophe was
now ot hand,  Already the great bell of
the vity was tolling. The hour at length
arrived, and Jeronimo was led forth.—
He was desired to add anything which
he had to say, without loss of time, He
antisfied himsell with the delaration of
Lila innocence, and with reccommend.
ing his soul tp his Muker, then knelt
down to receive the destined blow : but
searcely wis he on his knees before the
whole crowd was thrown into motion
by some of the marshals of justice rish-
log forward and exclalming to stop the
execution. The marshal atlength made
Lils way to the soafluld, and delivered n
paper with which he was charged to the
presiding officer. The offloer,upon read-
Ing Ik, immedintely stayed the further
proceeding of the execution; Jeronlmo
was led back to his prison.

“What is all this ¥ exclaimed the
crowd, ** Have the friends of Jeronimao
at length the sum of money which our
Just judges have required of them, aud
Is lils punlshiment thus bought off¥—
Happy inhabltants of Padua, where to
be rich is to be able (o commit any erime
with Impunity.”

It Is time, bhowever, to inform {he
reader of the true cause, Jeronimo was
searcely led to execulion when the con.
fessor of the prison demanded nccess to
to the president, immediately Iald before
him the confession of & prigoner who
had died under a fever the preceding
night. The wrelched malefactor here.
upon acknowledged that he was ope of
the party of colners who had carried on
the trade of making false money toa
very greatextent; that Jeronimo's clerk
was at the head of the gang; that all
the fulse money was delivered to his
clerk, who immediately exchanged it for
good money from his master’'s coflers,
to all of which he had private keys, and
in which eoffers, on the apprehension of
Jeronimo, he had deposited the instru-
ments of colnlog, lest they should be
found In his own possession. The con-
terminated wilth enumernting
such of the gang as were yet living, and
pointing out their places of weylum and
concenlment,

The executlon of Jeronimo, ad has
heen related, was in its actonl operation.
The first step of the president, therefore,
was to hurry one of the officars to stop
its progress, and in the samo moment
to send off two or three detachiments of
the city guard Lo seize the ncoused par-
tles before they should learn from
,mbllu report the death of their comrade.
I'he guards executed their purpose suc-
cessfully ; the mulefactors were ull taken
and brought to the tribunal the same
evening, The result was, that one of
them became evidence against his com-
rades, and thus confirmed the truth of
the confession and the lnnocence of Jer.
onlmo,

The presldent, in order to make all
possible atonement, ordered a public
meeting of all the citizens of Padus to
be summoned on the following day,—
Jeronimo  was then produced, upon
which the president, descending from
his tribunal, took him by the hand and
and led him up to a seat by the side of
him on the bench of justice ; the crier
then procluimed silence, Upon which
the president rose and read the confes-
slon of the malefactor who dled (n the
prison, and the transsotions of the
others; concluding the whole by declar.
Ing the Innocence of Jeronlmo, and re.

storing him to his credit, his fortune,
and the good opinion of his fellow-
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RHEUMATISM,

Nsuralgia, Soiatica, Lumbago,

Backachs, Soransss of the Chast, Gout,
Quinsy, Sora Throat, Swellings and
Sprains, Burns and Sealds, '
Gansral Bodily Pains,

Tooth, Ear and Headache, Frosted Feat
and Ears, and all other Pains
and Aches.
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MUSSER & ALLEN

CENTRAL STORE
NEWPORT, PENN’A.
Now offer the publie
A HARE AND ELEGANRT ABBORTMENT OF
DRESS GOODS -
Oonsisting of all shades sultable for the spason

BLACK ALPACCAS

AND
Mouwrwing Goods

A SPECIALITY.
BLEACHED AND UNBLEACHED
MUSLINS,

AT VARIOUS PRICES.

AN ENDLESS SELECTION OF PRINTS'
Wesslland do keep a good quality of

SUGARS, COFFEFS & SYRUPS ¢

And everything under the head of

GROCERIES !

Machine seedles and oll for all
Machinen,

makes ol

To be convinead that our goods are
CHEAP ASTHE CHEAPEST,
l!-i TO CALL AND EXAMINE STOCK.

& No trouble to show goodas,
Don't forget the

CENTRAL STORE,
Newport, Perry County, Pa.
U S '
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TINTED GLOSS

PAINT!

DONTD

make Bxperisments on your buildings with untyled
aod unreliable asticles at your expense,

DON"T PAY
for waler and benzine 81,50 to $2.00 per gallon.
DO BUY
the Lucasreliable and guaranteed Tinted Glons

PAINTS,

Cirenlars and Sample Cards af Palnt malled on
@#pplication

JOHN LUGAY & GO,

141 North Third Street,
12 i Philadelphia, . o
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