THE MYSTERIOUS ROOM,

CORCLUDEDD,

HE “sgulre sald, *“17 1t had pol been

for the—what shall I onll 1L ¥—obsti-
pacy ¥ reésolution ¥ firmuness? of my
old friend, here, who would persist In
sleeping In that unlucky room last night,
nod the fortunnte clreomstance of Mr,
Bradley’s belng here you certainly would
never have heard, (rom me at least, any
aceount of the mystery which has so
long perplexed me. 1 must begin by
telllng you, that the bLest of my
knowledge, that room wng never slept
Iy but twice since I was borp, and 1 s
more than forty years old. Youn heard
what the major sald respecting old
housekeeper. Hhe and her 1£uhuml
lved here In my grandfmtbher's time,
they grew old in the service, and died
within a few weeks of one nnother. On
the day that the old womnn was buried,
s I was returning from the funeral, 1
overhenrd something whioh, It appear.
ed to me,was spoken purposely for me to
hear, though it was addresssd by one
old villnge gossip to another. I do not
recollest the precise words, but the pur-
port was, that the '

more evil apirics in his house

Loy

sqpiira world heeve no
This
brought to my mind the strange slorles
I uged to hear when I was a boy, and
without having the slightest fdea that
my father atthobed nny fmportance to
the mntter, for I never In my lfe had
hieard him allade to it, I unwittingly
asked him what eould have indueed the
housekeeper to tell such terrible st
about one room in bis house. You
agine how mueh I was astonished at his
reply, when he told me that what the
housekeeper had sald was but too  (rue!

5 For gome time past,” he added, * 1
have intended to speak to younbout this
painful matter, but having hitherto
alwaye endeavored to drive the subject
from gny mind, I have not had sufMelent
rezolution to do s0.”

nonp,

*1 begged my father to explain  him-
self, nnd to concenl nothing from me;
for, v confess the truth, the more re.
luctant e appeared to be, the more
urgently I pressed him.

** He then told me that, not long
after my grandfather’'s death, he had

ordered this room to be prepared for n
friend who was roming to spend a  few
days with him ; thut his servagt had
mnde diftienlties and objections, and had
proposed some other room for his guest,
but that he did not choose to give way
to ber whimsand accordingly his friend
slept in the room as he desired, but on
the following morning he told my father
that be must leave him that day, and
when pressed to glve his rensons forjso
sudden n determination, he protested
that nothing could induce him to stay
another night in a house in which his
rest had been disturbed by such fright.
ful visions, He refused to tell my futher
what it was he had seen—he refused to
sleep inany other room, and he tried
hard to persuade my father never either
to sleep in that room himeself, or allow
any other person to do so,

“ Fally persunded, however, that his
friend was laboring under some mental
delusion, my father, who had no fears
whatever about the matter himself, was
50 far from being deterred from sleeping
there, that he immediately resolved to
do so that very night, and accordingly,
in apite of the evident reluctance of his
housekeeper, he did o, thinking, rs he
told we, that this would be the most
effectunl means of putting an end to the
foolish rumors which had been spread
by ignoraut and superstitions servants.

" Taking the precaution to lock the
door in order to prevent any intrusion
in the night, he left a lamp burning on
the dressing-tableand went to bed : and,
undisturbed by any apprehengions, soon
fell asleep. My futher was always a
sound sleeper, and not easily disturbed
by moise in the night, and It was not by
any noise that he was now awakened,
Lut by feeling the bed-clothes gently
woving, as if some one were pulling
them townrds the foot of the bed. The
bed, T should observe, stood just as you
saw it last might, facing the fireplace,
on each side of which stand those high.
backed chairs, and with the left side to-
wards the door. As it was & cold night,
my father bad drawn  the side-curtains
of his bed, but there were no window
curtaing, nor even blluds, and though
the moon shown brightly inte his room
at the time he woke, and the lamp was
still burning, be could see nothing but
the furniture standing in thelr usual
places. He Iy quite still, and hearing
no nolse, nor percelving any meotion in
the bed clothes, he began to think ke
biad been dreaming, In conséquence of
the conversation be had bad with his
guest in the morning, But bardly had
he composed himself to eleep aguin,
when he falt the curiains on both sldes
of his bed first gently, then violently
shake. Btill be waw nothing, and, not-
withstanding & certuin degree of trepida-
tlon which he confessed that he felt, he
made o sudden plunge at the curtains
with open arws, but whatever was there
iteluded his grasp, and sgain for s
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mlnute all was quinl. *He now
mined to rlag, but the moment he began
to stie, lie beheld two figures slowly and
nolselesaly gliding from #he sldes of his
bed towards the fool—they stopped for
an instant, then moved in the direction
of the windows, which were opposite
the door, snd between which was the
table on which the lamp stood, With.
oulb again attempting to rialee, my fatlier
turned to look whether the door was
open. No, it wis shut, and the key re.
mained In the lock as he had left 1t.—
Duting the few sesonds which paesed
while he was looking at the door, he
percelved that the lamp had gone ont,
or had been extinguishad, for lnstead of
the yellow light of the lnmp, there was
now ounly the pale blue lght of the
moon, shining through the windows,—
The two flgures were still there, now
standing motionless then slowly retreat-
ing buckwards in  the direction of the
fireplace, My father became nervous
and extremely uncomfortable, yet he
rétained sufMelent présence of mind Lo
to enable him to examine his nocturoal
visitors,

“Execept that they were of difterent
helght, in all other respects they pre-
sented prefisely thesame horrible aspect,
which my father desoribed as that of &
death's head, partially concenled by a
201t of eowl or vell, which fell over the
ghoulders, while the body was loosely
wrapped In long white drapery, which,
deseending to the feet, concealed the
whaole of the figure except one bony
wrist and hand,  The iden of belng
locked in with these two frightful un-
earthly belngs became intolérable, and
my father resolved at nll hazarvds to rush
out of bed and make his escape. He
rose, keeping his eyes fixed on the spec.
tres who were now nodding their ghast-
ly heads, and beckoning him with their
skeleton fingers, but making no attem pt
to approach nearer the bed, or to inter-
cept his retreat towards the door.—
Though ina state of conslderable agl-
tation, my fther never for an instant
lost his presence of mind, and though,
a8 he told me, his hand shook violently
as he unlocked the door, he did not neg-
lect to lock it ngain on the other side, as
soon as he found himself safely in the
passage. This done, he passed on guick-
ly to his own bedroom, nod hurrying on
his dressing gown, went without a min-
ute's deloy to call up his man-servant.—
Now I must explain for the bLenefit of
those here who are not so well acquaint-
ed with the geography of the house as
My, Bradley and the major, thay in or-
der to reach the butler’s room it was
neccessary first to go down the front
stairs, then through the servant’s hall,
and up the back stairs, which led to the
servant'’s rooms, With all the haste,
therefore, that my father could make,
severnl minutes must have elapsed be.
tween the time of his leaving (he room
in which he slept, and his reaching that
of his servants.

“ He knocked sharply at the door, hut
receiving no answer, he went in, and,
as he expected, found the butler and his
wife both fast asleep, His first fdea was
to wake them, and asl if they had seen
or heard anything unusual ; but, after a
moments® reflection, he decided that it
would be much more diserele to leave
them to their repose, which be felt as.
sured had not heen disturbed that night.

* Without betraying his secret to any
person in the house, the next morning
he made a careful examination of the
room. The door he found locked as he
hud left it ; the windows were both of
them barred, The old-fashioned linen-
chest which you saw last night, I should
tell you, was not then kept in the room,
and if it had been it could never have
contalned two, or even one being of the
size of those whom my father hnd seen
gliding about in the moonlight, It was
impossible that they should have been
gecreted under the bedstead, which was
too low to admit of such a supposition.
The ehimney was much too narrow,and,
had it been otherwise, the white gar-
ments of the apparitions would have
afforded sufficient proof that they did
not enter by that means, The eliding
panel in the wainscot was Immovable,
having been made fast at the time (hat
my father had the plate-closet removed
to his own chamber, The thing was
Inexplicable: the more my father pon-
dered on the matter, the more he was
perplexed, and at length, finding no
clue to the mystery, he resolved, wheth.
er wisely or not I cannot say, to keep It
to himself, and comply with his firiend’s
entreaty never to allow any person to
occupy the room again.

‘' Such was my father's strange story,
which be concluded by begging e,
whenever I should take his place as
master of the house, to prevent any-
one's sleeping in that chumber,—and
no one ever has done %o till last night,
when, you are all aware how much
agalost wy wich, the major persisted
In passing the night In & room which
for such extraordi reasons had been
disused for so mmy « I have noth.
ing more to add, bu + Bradley will
now tell you, not only what came to
his knowledge severnl years ngo, but of
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nleler-

the dmm'urlea he made this mornlng
whilst we were out with our guos;and
when you have heard his story, I think
you will agros with me In belleving
that he has thrown such & strong  Hght
upon the spectres that they will pever
agnin venture to show (themselves In
this nelghborhood,”

Addresslng himsell to the "squire, My,
Bradley aald :

*Although I have been in  orders al.
most forty years, I never Ul to-day was
enlled upon to lay nghost! In former
times, I belleve, It was considered Lo be
one part of the priest's duty, and prob-
ably n very profitable part, for who
would not puy & pretty round sum of
money to get rid of such unwelcome
visltors ns those you have just deseribed,

L must tell you then that about six-
teen years ago, whilst I wag still n resi.

dent in this parish, 1 was sent for one
tny to see Mrs, Lofty, the old house.
keeper here, who was dylog. I had

burled her liusband & few  wesks before,
Theold couple had for a great many
years been congldered ns most trustwor-
thy and consclentions servants of the
old "squive, your fillier [for you were
called the young ‘squire then), but it
seeme in one particulnr they had not
deserved Lthe confdence whioh was re.
posed in them, The woman, It seems,
wus greatly ufrald of her husband, for
whilst he was alive she had never had
suflicient courage to confess the guilty
park she hnd taken fn deceiving her
master. After his denth, and feeling
that ber own end was approschiog, she
determined to relieve lier conselence by
nmkiug n full confession of the decep.
tlon they had practised.  Bhe told me
thiat in bis youth, her husband, like a
great many men of his elass on this
coast, had often been actively enguged
in smuggling eplrits, and that long
after he had discontinued golng out to
seén, nnd had to all appearance become 4
slendy man he had kept up n connection
with smugglers, and alded them In varl
ous ways, but so cunningly that he had
never been suspected by his master,.—
You observed,' continued Mr, Bradley.
uddressing himsell to me, “the benutiful
view of the sea from the windows of
the ‘haunted room,’ as it has been called
for many yenra? Now there are only
two bedrooms in the house which com-
mand this  particnlar view, looking
down the great avenue—the one just
mentioned and the adjoining one, oceupl-
ed by the man.gervant, It was well
known that & very favorile place for
rutining a cargo of spirits on ghore was
Just that opposite the end of the ave.
nue, where It was easy to concenl the
kegs amongst the black rocks at low
water, and where the proximity of so
many trees aftforded concealment 1o the
boat's crew. 1In order to prevent, if
posaible, the room from being used at
nlght, they gave it a bad name, and of-
fected to belleve that it was haunted,
and so long as (his scheme answered
their purpose, they took no other means
but if, in spite of the dark hints that
the housekeeper threw out, any person
ghould persist In sleéeping there, they
were prepared with some frightful die-
guises with which to terrify him suf-
ficiently to prevent a second attempt at
such indiscretion,  **Htill,”’ eontinued
Mr. Bradley, agnin addressing tle
‘squire, **this does not account for the
most perplexing part of the business, 1
buve no doubt that It wag the belief
that there was no other means of enter-
ing the room except by the door or win-
dows, which were known to be securely
fastened, which caused the terror that
was felt by both your late father and Ly
liis friend, But there was, and there
stillis, if I have not been wmisinformed,
& perfectly ensy means of necess from
one of these rooms to the other, which,
with your permission, sir, we will now
go and examine, I expect that we
shall find other proofs of roguery which
will leave no doubt as to (he clinracter
of the mounstrous apparitions you have
just described.”

We went up stalrs into the man.ser-
vant’s room. My, Bradley opened the
door of a closet by the slde of & tireplace
al the back of which were flve or six
brass hooks, on which huug the man's
great-coat, a water-proof cape, and some
other garments.

**1 think if we remove Lthese things,"
suid Mr. Bradley, “we sball discover the
¢ntrance into the other room."

The conts were lnslantly (aken- down,
but still we could see no signs of any

communication with the * bausted
room, "’
“*This closet, you observe, is nol

eighteen inches in depth, and us there is
no recess by the side of the chimupey In
the other room, there must be plenty of
spuce for another of similar dimensions
ut the baok of this—the question is, how
is it to be got at ¥’

‘* My carpenter can show us that,”
said the "squire; he fitled up the plates
closet, and muade this for the servants at
the same time.”

* And yon wereabsent from home ut
the time, soI think Mrs, Lofty told

me 7'
“Yes, she cunnpingly suggested that
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tlm Job had better lle duue when 1 wis
out of the wiy, on necount of the dust
and other disturbanoes it would make.—
I wee her rensons now—ithe old hypo-
orite [

" You need nol send for the sarpenter:
‘o sliding door, llke the one her master
had ordered Lo be fastened up,' that s’
what she said, aod though she was
much confused, and at times quite ineo.
herent, repenting these words frequent.
1y without any obvious sense, I believe
I now understand what she meant,—
Those pegs, you see, are placed above
the panel, and are iImmovable, but the
punel Tteelf, which in fuct forms the par.
tition between the two roows, I have no
doubit 1L is the one she sttempted to de
sorlbed.’”

Il was probably o great many yeuars
sinee the door had been moved, so  that
it did vot give way immediately when
we endeavored to push It aside. How.
ifter some little Impatience, and & good
denl of humoring we at length got it
to slide in the groove which had been
made for it,

If there were any doubt remaining in
otir minds as to the nntore of the appa-
ritions which had enused go much die-
may In the family in goneby times,
what we now beheld would linve dissl-
pated it, for on the back of the puanel
whileh opened Into the “haunted room,”’
hung two pasteboard musks, made to
closely represent two death’s heads, and
on the floor lny a heap of dusly, yeilow-
looking linen, which had once been
white. Oun removing these ghostly ha.
biliments, we found two gkeleton hands,
or imitations of them, T eannot any that
I examined them suffiglently to know
what materlals they were made of.—
Buch were the abominable disguises that
had been used by the butler and the
houselkeeper his wife! -

There now remaloed only to remove
the partition between the cloget and the
“haunted room.’” This was done with-
out any difMiculty, after a smnll iron
hook; or eateh, had been ralsed. The
passage between the two rooms was thus
easily mnde, yet quite Imperceptible
when it was closed.

Some of the company present pro-
posed that masks and other trumpery
should be shown in the village, but the
old clergyman suggested that it would
Le far better they shonld be burnt, and
a4 the 'squire was of the game opinion,
we lmmediately made an aufo dafo of
all the rubbish.

There is one thing I don’t quite un-
derstand,”” sald the 'squire, speaking, to
Mrv, Bradley; ** how wus It that youo
never till now told meof the raseally
trick that had been played by Lofty
and his wife?”

“ You reccollect that I left SBandiland
Just at the time of the old woman’s
death, If had remsined here, mosat
likely the subject would have been men-
tioned, and the discovery which we have
Just now made would have been made
sixPeen years ago. Bul the fact is, I had
not any notlon that the audaclons plan
of using frightful disguises had ever
been carrled into execution, or, that
your father bimgelf had ever been so in.
sulted by his servants. What was meant
by the sliding door 1 never suspected till
lnst night, when you told us of the se-
eret closet that had formerly been used
for plate, 1 think,sir, that the ghost s
now forever Inid, and that this room
may safely be used in the future; per-
haps it would be the best way of silenc-
ing foollsh tongues If it were slept in
opeasionally.  Some of these young
men—"'

Four or five candidates offered them-
selves Immedintely.

Before the party at Sandiland broke
up, I was obliged to return tomy stud-
ies, Many yeurs have rolled on sinee
the happy days, bringing their stores of
good and of evil, bringing vew friends
and dearer relutions, sweeping away old
friends, none more degr to me than my
kind-hearted old friend the ’squire.—
The major, too, ia gone, and the tine old
house where we met has passed info
very different hands, and no longer has
“The Mysterious Roow."

Spiders as Telegraph Obstructors.

Oune of the chlef bindrances to tele-
graphipg in Japan ia the grounding of
the current by spider lines. The trees
bordering the highways swarm with
spiders, which spin their webs every.
where between the earth, wires, posts,
ingulators, and trees, When the splder
webs are covered with heavy dews they
become good conductors and run the
messages to the earth. The only way to
remove the difficulty is by employiog
men to sweep the wires with brushes of
bamboo ; but as the splders are more nu.
merous and persistent than the brush-
users the diffioulty remains nlways a
serious one,
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*Oh, I do wish my my skin was as clear
and soft as yours,” sald a lady to her
friend. * You can easily make It so0.”

answered the friend, * How " inguir-

ed the first luly “* By using Hop Bit-
ters, that mak re rich blood and
btoo'halns hulih. It did for me as you
Read of It,—Cairo Bullatin, 86
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RHEUMATISM,

Neuralgia, Seiatica, Lumbago,

Backachs, Sorenass of the Chast, Gout,
Quinsy, Sore Throat, Swellings and
Sprains, Burns and Sealds,
Ganeral Bodily Pains,

Tooth, Ear and Headacha, Frosted Feet
and Ears, and all other Pains
and Achas.

No Prrmrn:lull ofi earth equais St Jatous 11 88
& eofe, e, slonple nnd eheap Externnl umedy,
A trinl antaile but the compuratively tritiing outlsy
of B0 Ceonts, anl evory one sufforing with paln

can hkve chinp and positive proof of s elaima,

IHrectints in Bleven Languages,

BO0LD BY ALL DRUGGISTS AND DEALERS IN
MEDIOINE.

A.VOGELER & CO,,

Baltimor=, Md., U. 8. A
May 3, 1881—1y

[V USSER & ALLEN
CENTRAL STORE

NEWVFYORT, PENN’A.

Now ofter the publie

A RARE AND ELEGANT ABSORTMENT OF

DRESS GOODS

Conslsting of all shades sultabls for the sansoh
BLACK ALPACCAS
AND

Mouwrning Goods

A SPECIALITY.
BLEACHED AND UNBLEACHED

MUSLINS,

AT YVARIOUS PRICES,

AN ENDLESS SELECTION OF PRINTS
Wensalland do keep & good quality of

SUGARS, COFFEFS & SYRUPS

And everything under the hend of

GROCERIES |

Machine weodles and oll for wll

makes ol
Machines.

o [
Lo bp eonvinead that our goods are

CHEAP ASTHE CHEAPEST,

ISTO CALL AND EXAMINE BTOCK,
& No trouble to show goods.
Dun't forget the

CENTRAL STORE,
Newport, Perry County, Pa.
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P UR K
TINTED GLOSS

PAINT

DON"T

make experiments on yonur boildings with untried
and unrellable anticles At your expense.

DONYE PAY
for wator and bonzine §1.50 to §1.00 per gallon.
DO BUY
the Lucas rellable and guaranteed Tinted Gloss
PAINTS,

Clrenlars and Sample Cards of Paint malled on
application.

JOHN LUGAY & GO,

141 North Third Street,

Philadelphia, Fa.

Yourselves by making money when
HE alingion 1n offered, ihrru h+ nnu)sa
povaerty from your door, hose

taln advantage of the good chnnoss for mnl‘lr\ﬁm
that wre oMored, petietally becomne wdalihy
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