gressud.  All hope was given up, and
she felt consclous thal bier ond was
approaching, One day she senl for me
to vislt Lier,  As L entered she dlamissed
the nurse who attended her, and motion.
ol nte to n seat bestde hor bad, Her
voloe wus fuliit and broken, and I saw
at & glance that theend was not far offl

“ Maggie, my ehild,” she said to me
with tenrs in ler eyes, ' this s the last
time we shall ever be alone together, 1
five wanted to speak with you for some

Ame, but 1 drewded the ordeal, and,
Magyle, you have avolded it

Bhe looked st e keenly, and my eyes
fell betore hier dyiug glanee. T felt she
suspected me.

“ Maggie, you have the shadow of a
greal sin resting on your soul. It Is
wasting yout lite awsy, Tell me all
wbout it, 1e l—Is 1t murder? "

“aunt!” 1 exclaimed, atarting to my
feet, “do you believe me go base? No,
Ay the God who judges ns all, I awear
to you that Minnle Les is safe and well.
I am guilty, dear aunt,” T added more
softly, moved hy the kindvess and con-
siderution she showed me, *guilty of a
menti aud  treacherous scheme, but
thank God, the orime of murder does
not burden my soul, 1 bribed the gyp-
sies to lake her out of my slght, out of
Herlert's slght, for I could not bear the
migery of keeing the sflection he once
delt for me lavished upon her, O aunt,
hty e, for Lam very wrelohed., What
was ler Ingipld love to mine? 1 would
have lnid down my life for him, and he
threw nway my devotion and took her
to his heart, You must know, dear
aunt, she could not love him as I did.”

My aunt did not answer, She cover-
ed her face with het wastedd hands, and
+0bbed with a violense that made me
‘Saar for her wenk condition.

i, bush, dear aunt, calm yourself,"
4 erled, throwing my arms about her
neck; * Pray ealm yourself and tell
e that you forgive me and think I had
“ome eXcuse for my erime;"’

Ay ohild, I pity and forgive you
frows the bottom of my heart. Your
love fur Herbert was passionate and
overflowing, Bot, Maggie, would it
not have beea a proof of greater love if
o had sacrificed your feelings for the
sake of the love you Lore him?Y You
=8y he loved Minnie, that he gave her
the love he onee bestowed on you, How
could you then wound him so deeply as
to take from him what he valued most
in the world® Tt was jealousy, Maggle,
womtn s besettipg sin, that prompted
your uetion 3 but'it is
wmake au atonement. Promise me, it is
ehe lust request I shall make to you,
promize me that you will not rest until
you have restored Minnie to her mother
wnd to Herbert,”

O nunt, T eannot!™ I erled passion-

ately. ** Never, never can I sea her
Herbert's wife!"
My suunt raised hervself in bed, her

dilatedl eyes eviocing the exelitement
that Lind 1aken possession of her.

* Promise,” ghe cried In a loud, strong
voice, *'or my spirit will not rest quietly
in the othier world. Promise what I
demad, or It will be with you day and
night, giving you no rest, sleeping or
wakiog, untll the atonement 18 made."

Her volee falled her, and in an instant
her white dress wag stained with a
birlght erlmson strenm that flowed from
her lips. I gquickly summoned the nurse,
My nuut couid no longer speal, but all
the time berdylog eyes were fixed on
mine with n wild nod beseeching look,
as il extortiog the promise I had refused
to give.

I kuelt down by her bedside, and
whispered in her ear, ** Dear aunt, your
spirit shall bave rest, for I will do
whut You require, and may God give me
strength (o =uldue the bad passions that
I cannor yet conguer,”

A look of serenliy came over her face
a8 1 spoke these words, and she feebly
presseid Lhe band [ held. In a few
moments she was dead,

Ak soon as the funeral was over I set
aboul fulfilling my promise. Taking
ouly o change of garments, and what
[iitle money 1 had on hand, T set out on
my expedition,

“Tu the north,” the gypsy woman
had said, and 1 started in that direction.
After wandering about for several weeks,
traveling most of 1he way by rallroad
and stages, but golng mavy a wenry
mile on foot, I as L 8% found a clue to my
adrch, A party of gypsies, answering
to the description I furnished, were
encimped on u deserted estate sbout
fifteen mliles distant. Noting down
oarefully the direetion given me, I set
out ou my expedition that must be made
ou fool Lhrough looely sand uneven
ronds, surrounded ou both sides by dense
lorests,

Opeu=inually s small farm-house was
frstied, but 1 seldom took, advantage of
‘e reetit might have alforded me. My
mind could uot rest until my consclence
bind selieved Ttself of the burden that
had rested on iy wod night since the
nterview with the old gypsy.

Late nt uight I came upon the gypsy

csmp. I splte of my suxiety and dis-
ulet, the picturesqe beauty of the scene

not too late to |
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foreed itself npon me, The soaltered
tonts stood otl softly agalnet thelr baok-
ground of thivk follkge, and here and
thete & wagon and sleepy horse bespoke
the theift of this gypey teibe. A lnrge
log five was blaglig fi the centre of the
settlement, and sttt 1t was seated a
group of several men and women.

As I approsolied, feallog somewhat
Inseoure os to the prospect of a  recep-
tlon, n dog sprang out at me, barking
wildly. In an Instant dogs of all slzes
and every desoription surrounded e,
and I stood still, (oo terrified to move.

By the asslatance of ourses and kloks
administered indiseriminately the beasts
were oalled off, and T was regarded ourl-
ously by many pairs of bright gypsy
eyes. Idescribed my pypsy filend aa
I could, and was relleved to find they
knew whom I meant.

Y Oh, she weans old Hal,” snld one of
the men. Tnan Instant severnl eager
messengers siarted off to acqualnt *old
Sal™ with her visitor’s arrival,  They
came biwck with a message from her for
me to enter her tent,

With my heart beating fast I eoon
found mysell staoding face to face with
the old gypsy woman who had saved
me from a walery grave, and who had
afterward tempted me to commit the gin
for whifeh I had suffered &0 acutely, and
for which I was aboitlt to make ntone.
ment,

Bhe retained the same shrewd eayes,
the same wrinkled, shriveled ekin, but
the insinuating tones, with which she
had proposed her scheme and demanded
my watch and pln, were gone, and n
hard aud Ditter look of hatred, thit
warned me of danger, had settled on hey
face,

' What more do you want of me?"
shensked, regarding me intently.

" I eame for the innocent girl T com-
mitted to your eare so cruelly, Where
isshe?"

Bhe stepped (o the further end of the
tent, nnd Ilifted a covering, disclosing a
sleeping figure. By the bLright moon-
light that entered the teut 1 recognized
the features of Minnie Lee. Notin the
bloom of bealth nnd girlish beauty ns 1
hiad l1ast seen her, but wasted by suffer-
ing. Overcome with remorse at the
sadness expressed by that pale face, I

threw mysell on my knees by her rough |

bed, and took her wasted figure in my
Arms,

* Lok at me, Minunie Lee. I have
come to take you home, home to Her-
bert,™

Bhe opened ber large blue eyes, and
gazed vacantly at me, but there was no
recognition in her look.

“Hpeak to e, Minnie,” 1 eried,
alarmed by the vacant expression. “Do
you not know me, Herbert’s cousin
Maggie "

“No," she sald softly, and closing her
eyes wearily, ** Idon’t remember you,
but please let me go to eleep. ™’

“Itis no use,” sald the old gypsy
with a bland grin. * You won't gel any
other answer out of her. Bhe has been
Just that way ever since she found out
she could not get away from us.”

“What have you done to her ¥V I
eried wildly, * You shall answer for
your inhuman conduct. Help me to
dress her, for she must leave this vile
place instantly, Why do you ot do as
1 tell you ¥** I said, stamping my foot in
my despair at her delay.

“‘Because,” ghe replied slowly and
vindictively, ** I don't choose to allow
either you or her to leave us. You shall
answer to the *wreteh’ and ‘hag’ that
you would have the keepers drive of,
for your insults to her, You will find
that & gypsy never forgets an insult.”

In a moment dark forms appeared, to
whom she addressed some order. Re-
gardless of my struggles and entreaties,
I was hurtied off and placed in 8 small
hut, the door of which was locked upon
me.

It was in vain to call for ald, I was
in the power of relentless enemies who
would stop nt nothing, for, once in their
possession, no help from without could
reach me, I tried to think, to form
some plan of escape. To break the
walls that surrounded me was  fmpossi.
ble, and even if I did sucoeed in doing
g0 I would be captured before I got out-
gide of the camp. BSuddenly my eyes
fell on the two rings I wore. 'They
were left me by my dead mother, but
they should now save her child, A
gypsy's heart Is always to be reached by
gold, and T felt & sudden sevseof security
in the thought.

The next morning & man appeared
and threw in to me some coarse kind of
bread. As he wus about to close the
door I held up one of my rings. He
stared at me in astonlshiment,

* Do you like gold ¥’ T usked, ** You
shall have this ring, and this toco,” 1
added, showing bim the other, ** If you
will get meé nud the friend I come for out
of this camp."”

He renclied his band for the rings,
hix eyes twinkling at the sighit of such
riches.

“No,"T sald firmly, “when I am
safely outside the camp you shall have
them, but nwot til then. You must
share them with some one who oan

nsslst you, nnd do it n8 soon as possi.
ble."

It shall bo done;' lie sald qulekly,
and shut the door on me without a word
more, All day I watohed and Hatened
In valn for nuy Information that would
glve me hope, but no one came near my
wnnl

Night came, but still no sound (hat
brought me tidings of dellverance.—
Worn out by watohing snd excltement
I fell nsleep, and was wakened by a
hand plaoed lightly on my shoulder,

The man who had promised to nsalst
me to escape stood before me,

* Come,'’ he sald, In the same dogged
manner he hind digplayed before,

Without & word I followed him. It
was a bright night, with the sky full of
etars. Noba sound was to be heard.
My heart sunk within me as we passed
the tent of “'old Bal,” but she did not
appeat aud recapture me as I fully
expected,

About the five were seated two men,
and ns T eaught sight of them I suspect-
el treachery, but they did not rlse or
even turn thelr heads ns we passed,

Just outshde the settlement we found a
man seated on an old horse, and n front
of him reclined a flgure that I kuoew
must be Minnle 1iee,

We silently began our marel, and by
daylight reached the villnge where I had
obtained my Information concerning
the gypsy camp.

I gave my rings, ns 1 promised, (o the
gypsy who had befriended me, and I
was then lelt dlone with my charge,

The journey home was slow and
tedions. I dared travel only a few miles
each day, for Minnie's feeble health for-
bade the speed that my eagerness
prompled, On the way I tried in wvain
to rouse hey memory of (he pasl, KEven
Herbert's name made no impression on
her dull brain,

At last our journey cume to an end.
We reachied the town that adjoined my
uncle's estute, and I went at once to a
hoteél to reflect on the next step I ought
to take. 'To write Herbert a letter con-
fessing my erlme, and the atonement I
L mude In compliance with his dylog
mother's reguest, and nsk him (o meet
us at the hotel, seemed to me the best
course to pursue,

In a few hours after my letter was
despatched (o its destination, a carrlage
drove mpidly up to the door, and in a
moment more I heard Herbert's step
rapldly ascending the stalrs. I opened
the door before he had tlme to knock,
und he stood before me, a flush of exclte-
ment dying lhis usually pale chieeks, and
restoring in a measure his former bril-
liant benuty.

He hardly looked at me, but I did uot
expect thanks for what I had done, If
he but forgave me for the suilerlog 1
Lind oaused him it was more than I
deserved. And yet I felt n twinge st
my heart as I saw his eyes fixed eagerly
on Minnle's pale face,

As he stood looking nt Ler, unprepar-
ed, in spite of my letter, for the ohange
that had been wronght in her, she start-
ed, and a tremor took possession of her;
shie wag aroused from thestate of nputhy
into which she had fallen,

" Minnie, my darling,” he murmured,
holding out his armes to her.

With a ery of mingled pain and joy
she sprang to his side, and laid her head
on his bosom. I felt I had no right to
Intrude on thelr joy, and I left them to
themselves,

Minnie recovered her former health,
and they were married before the year
wase out.

I was ever after their truest friend,
In sieknoess and health T remained with
them and gave them a slster’s care, and
when the gentle Minnle dled she placed
hee little daughter under my ocare, and I
promised to be a mother to her.  You,
Alice, ure that daughter, and it was
your parents whom I so cruelly wrong-
ed.

It is needles to say that the lesson was
not lost on Allee, It Is also needless to
remark that o reconcllistion took place,
ond a bhappy marrigd life was the result.

An lowa Granger,

LD ** Father Jefivies,” as be is famil-

iarly called, is & horny-handed, hard
working Iowa farmer, and lives near
n yonthe C, & N, W, Railroad.—
Although shipping large quantitles of
farm produoce and live stopk by the rail-
rodd, be never traveled nny, bt frusted
the trangportation of his live stock to
his son, One day the old geotleman
Liad four cur londs of hogs to ship. Af-
ter driving them down 1o the station
and loading them up lLe Impatiently
awalted the arrival of the stock traiu,
being very nervous and uneasy In the
foterim. ** Father Jeil’ hisself,” as he
quuintly expressed it, **Is golng to Chi-
kawgo with them nir hogs."* T'he train
arrived and the four car loads of hogs
were coupled on. The traln proceeded
on its way however, und was out of
sight before the agent discovered that
Futher Jeft was left behind.  The old

man swore and tore, fretted nod fumed,
but, of course got no nearer his prized

porkers, The ngent suggested s remedy
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namely, telegraph to hendquarters, ex-

plaln the clroumstances and awslt in.
slructions.  ‘Thin Iden wan engerly nels-
ed by the now somewhnt ruffled farmer,
and stonce acled upon: An answer
so0h chme, rending thus : “ Flag No, £
Conduotor will paes Mr, Jeffries until he
overtakes hin stock.” No.2 wms (he
fanl express, nnd was due st B v in
one hour; it arfived on time; was flag-
ged by the ngent; stopped an Instant,
and the conductor reelng his passenger
standing by the traln, all ready to step
on, give a signal and the train sped on,
leaving Father dJeft Innocently gazing at
the fast receding eloud of dust,

Then there was o scene,

The ngent angrily asked, ** Why the
deuce dida't you get on that traln ; I
flagged it for your beveflt ¥*

"My God! That's so. 7 forgot to get
aboard " replled Jell,

The old man avolds the station now-a-
days, and the son ghips all the stock,

. -

PERSONAL PECULIARITIES.

BOUT forty years ago, I had a lad
in my employ who had the habit
when unexpectedly spoken {o of prick-
Ing up his ears In g0 declelve n manner
a8 to remind one of the esrs of Puss or
Tray when suddenly ocalled. Marle
Lioulse, the gecond wife of the great Na.
poleoy; was In the habit of amusing the
laties of her court at thelr private solr-
ees by turning her ears alinost complete-
ly round, and in a manner ¢losing them
up. Bhedld this by a peculiar motion
of the jaw,and she is satd to have prided
herself on the exploit not a little.

A mup 1 knew well wore an enor-
mous shock of raven hair, and would
allow Lifmuself to be lifted by the halr
from the ground by any one strong
enough todo it, and be dragged along
the floor,

The facully of eleeping ut will was
oune of the endowments of the first Na-
poleon, who it is sald could sleep any
length of timeong or short, and awake
at the time, nlmost to & minute, he had
resolved upon.

Among the musoular movements not
common, I have noticed several in-
slances of persons who could throw back
the four fingers of elther hand until they
stood perpendleular to the baek of the
hand and wrist. Other Inslances I have
seen, though bul a few, of persons who
can project the lower polnt of the thumb
almost into tne hollow of the pplm. In
neither of these persone 1s the ordinary
use the symmetry of the hand at all
affected. Of left-handed people we have
seen muny, and they abound among the
working ¢lasses ; but of the artihandist,
or both-handed, that ig, of persong who
could do everything with eilher hand,
a8 well with one ab the other, 1 have
known but one in the whole conrse of
my life, This was an orphan boy, who
had no parental care but had been left
almost to himself from infuncy. Quick
aelive, aud sharp-witted, he had taught
himself mapy (hings tolerably well,
could draw falrly, could play the fiddle
and the flute, and wrole admirably and
with uuorivalled rapidity with either
hand,

There nre many persons who, from caus.
€8 Lhey can never explalu, have a repug-
nance, almost amounting to horror in
some chses, for cerlaln animnls, The
Frenoh General Junot, who was as cool
#s # cuoumber amidst o perfet storm of
bullets, and would face the cannon's
month unmoved, would take to his heels
at the sight of a live frog, and would
not recover his equanimity for hours,

I bave known & man who would not
touch mutton, however cooked, while
he would eat hearlily of any other meat,
Bome there are in whom the thought of
eating hare or rabbit excites loathing:
some who would slarve rather than eat
shell-fish of any kibhd, and there are not
o few to whom butler and cheese are
abominations, Others are equally
prejudiced against certain vegetables,
but why or wherefor they ecan never
teil.

The Large White Horse,

Perhaps the biggest horse In the world
le the **White 1lorse,”” of Berkshire,
Enpgland, Itisone hundred and seven-
ty yards long to the tip of the (ail. It
is a figure cut in thesilde of a hill. A
long way off it looks as though drawn
in chalk lines, but the outlines are real-
ly deep ditehes cut in the soil, and kept
clean and free from grass by the people
who take pride in it. 'The ditches are
six yurds wide and two feet deep. The
eye of the horse is four feet ncross and
and the ear s fifteen yards long. It ean
be seen for sixteen miles, When the
time comes to elenr out the ditehes, the
people made a gort of plcule of t—play
ull sorts of rustie games, and have lne
thies. Who made the White Hurve, or
what for, is not known. 1o is very old.

& The underground chambers exist-
Ing In the Umestone of Kentucky, It is
sald, will amount to fully ove hundred
thousand miles, while the curios/ties and
sabjects for solentifie study to be found
therein sre lnnumerable snd of great lu-
terest,
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