THE STRANGE CLUE.

By an Ex<Doteotive.

ag—
HAD loft thoglelective  work several
years, and Indeed bhad feft London,
for when L'grew & [itho tired of the
business I was resommanded to the
unthoritles of Combeatead, a thriviog
murket-town In one of the home coun-
ties ; and I had a very comfortable altu-
ation there, having ltile to do, very
good pay,and being head of the boarough
Pollee, Of couree there Is & great deal
of difference between life In the country
nud life In town, and from s pollcemnan s
view It perhaps nppenrs greater than 1t
dogs to anybody else and wherens 1
had often wondered how anybody could
be detected In London, T was equally
surprised to think how anybody could
hope to exchpe In Lhe country; for,
exvepting when strangers onme down
ofh anme oarefully planned burglary, we
could nearly nlways tell where to look
for our men il anything went wrong ;
ln short, I knew everybody. As n
osatter of course, everybody knew me,

There was a middleaged party lved
innquiet row of houses In Orchard.
strect—which ran parallel with our
High-street—a Miss Parkway, who wns
teputed to be pretty well off, although
not extremely rich, and reputed also to
be rather eocentrle, Bhe lived by bher
sell, In the senge of having none of her
relatives with her; but there wore other
persons, although not maoy, In the
farge house where she lodged. 1 had
my sitention deawn o het by seelng
her walkivg repestedly In  company
with & young man of no very good
charoter, who was fully twenty years
Lier Junlor, nnd at Inst T heard sho way
golng to be mnrried to him,

After nll; although I have anld John
Liytherly—thnt wns his name—wns of
no very good character, yet there was
nothing serlous agalost him. He was n
good-tem pered, good-looklng, easy sort
of o fellow, with a lot of cleverness
about him, too, that always showed
itsell when It wasn't wanted, aud never
showed fitsell when it might be of
aervice,

Mulbera progressed so fur that 1t was
known the Indy bad given orders to
Bunpyman & Co., our chlef bankers, to
call In & thousand pounds of her mouey
whiloh was out on morigage; and It was
suid she intended to buy one of the
houees in the High.street and At it up as
& photographer’s.

It was known for certnin, however,
that she had not only given notlee, but
hwd netually withdrawn the money;
und among other things it was said that
she had admitted to her landlndy, Mrs.
Ambliss, that the mateh with Lytherly
would break off all Intimacy with her
friends. Bhe only had one relative who
caime to see her, and that was a geutle.
man lving some forty miles away, but
he had not been to Combestead lately.
Whether he was offended or not, neither
the landlady nor lodger could say; but
the latter feared he was, as she had
written and fold him exanctly how mat-
ters stood and what steps she had taken,
but had received no reply to her letter.
Liytherly seemed, very naturally, to be
brightnlog vwp and took our Jjoocular
congratalations—for I had my sy as
well a3 the others—in & good-tempered
although rather a concelted style. One
annoyance he felt, whioh was that
everybody to whom he owed money—
which was every one who would trust
bim: ~was anxious to be the first paid;
and, thinking that o llitle gentle pres-
sure might help them, two or three of
the tradesmen took out County Court
summonses against him; and this, as
he suld, was very hard on him and very
selfishy, However, there seomed a little
chance that they would defeat them-
selves, for, harrassed and worrled by
these dolng, be was forced to ask Miss
Parkway for an advance of money,
belng the first time he had ever done so.
He had recelved money from her, But
she bad always offered {t, and pressed it
upon him when he made a show, il he
was not getually in earnest, of wishing
to refuke It. Whether she was In a bad
temper at the time, or whether she was
hurt at his making such & request,
Liytherly could not say, but she refused
to make the advance, and they parted
worse friends than they bad been for
some time.

All this the young fellow let out ut
the Bell on the Saturday, as.the refusal
happened on the Friday, A great part of
it in my heariog, for I genemlly took
my pipe and glass at the Bell, and I saw
thal he was well on for tipsy. He had
indeed been drinking there soms hours,
and would perhaps have stopped longer,
but that the landlord persuaded him to
go home. He was hardly sble to walk,
and as Ldid not wish him to gel into
trouble, which might mean also trouble
to me, 1 followed him to the door, de-
termined I would see him to his lodg-
lugs if necessary; but just then his
landiady's son bappened to come by,
The poor chap, ne T well remember, had
been to the dentist’s to have a tooth
drawn, but his face was 80 swollen that
Mr, Clawes would not attempt to draw
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1L L1 daylight, snd the por fellow  was
hialf disteoted with palie e offored to
seo Lgtherly home, and ns he lved n
the saiie house sid alept In the same
rooin, of eourse B8 was (he filtost party
to do so ; and a0 off they went together,
and 10 due course of time 1 went home
oo,

Next day wos Bunday, and a gulet
day enough It slways was In Combe
stend, Younger men might have
thought It dull, but it sulted me. 1 bad
lived ity years In London, and did not
olijeot to the steady.golug ways of the
little town | In fact I took to golng to
ohurch, and all sorts of things, Well,
the duy passed by without anything
particular, and T wos really thinklng of
golng to had, although 1t wan only 080,
for I felt uleepy and tired, when I heard
somiebody run hurrledly up our front
garden, and then followed s very loud
double knock nt the dobr. I Hved, I
should mentlon, at a nleg house in
Chureh-street, which was s turning that
led from the High-strest lnto Orohard.
street, where, ns I linve sald, Miss Park.
way Hved, 1 was just about to drink o
glass of egghot, which la s thing I am
very partial to when I have n oold, and
this was wintertime; buk I put the
tumbler down to llgten, for when such a
hurtied step and kuoek came, It was
nenrly nlways for me; and sure enough,
o another half minute the door was
opened, and 1 heard a voloe asking If
the Buperintondent was In; then, with-
out any tapplog or waitivg, my door
wag thtown open, nnd I saw n young
womnn whow I knew asservant to Miw.
Ambliss, The moment I saw her 1
knew something serlous was the mntter;
long experience ennbled me to declde
when something really serious was
coming.

U Now, Jané,” I sald, ** what s it?¥"

“Oh, Mr, Rohingon !" she exolnimed,
(I forget whether I bave mentioned
before that my name I8 Hobinson, but
guch is the fact ;) ** come round at once
to missus’, for we have found poor Miega
Parkway stone dead and murdered in

Lier roous !

with suieh people, off she went Into
atrong hysteries, I ecouldn’t stop with
her; so 1 opened my door, and equally,
nx o mntter of course, there I found the
lnndlady and her servant listening,

“ o in and tanke oare of that girl,"" 1
anid ; “and one of you bring her round
to Orohard-street as soon ns she can
walk."'

I didn't stop to blow them up, aod
they were too glad to esonps to say o
word ; so oft' I went, and found o little
cluster of people already gathered round
the gate of the house I wanted, ** Here
{8 thie Buperintendent!” I heard them
say aa they made way for me. I hur
rled through, but had no occaslon to
knock at the door, for they were on the
wateh for me. Mr. and Mrs, Ambliss
were in the passage, and o neighbor
from next door; all looked us pale and
flurried as people do under the elroum.-
ntances,

“This fs o most terrible affulr, siv,”
says poor old Ambliss, who was & feeble,
superanuated bank olerk, ** We have
sent for you, elr, snd the dector, as
being the best we could do, But per
haps you would like to go to her room
at once?" ‘

I said I should, as a mitter, of course,
and they led me to her room. There
was 6 light there, and they brought
more up, so that everything was plainly
visile. The people had not liked, or
biad been afrald to disturb anything, =o
the room was In the same state ns when
they bad entered it. It appeared they
had not been surprised at Miss Parkway
not coming down in the morning, for
this was not uncommon with her; but
when the afternoon and evening passed
away and she did not appear, and mno
anawer was returned to their rappiog
at her door, they grew alarimed, and ai
last foreed an entrance,when they found
the furniture in confusion, a® though a
struggle had taken place; and poor Miss
Parkway in her night.dress lylng on
her face quite dead, They had lifted her
on to the bed, snd from the msarks on
her throat had judged she died from
strangulation. As 1 could do no good
to her I noticed as closely as I was able
the appearsnce of the room, and especi-
ally looked for any fragments of cloth
torn from an wssallant’s clothes, which
often remaln after a struggle; or a
dropped weapon, or any unusual marks.
But I ¢ould see nothing, There was no
difficulty io declding how the sssassin
bad entered the apartment and how he
bad left it, for the room: was on the
ground floor, and the lower sash' of one
of the windows wus thrown up, al-
though the blind was drawn fully down.
The furniture was knooked over and
upset; the wash.stend, which was a
large and somewhat peeuliar ong, of a
clumsy and old-fashioned desoription,
had been overthrown, and had fallen
luto the fire-place, where It lay resting
on the burs in & very ourious mannper;
while the Jug had fallen into the grate,
deluging the fire plnce with water, but,
extraordioary to relate, without being
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Aud with thut, as 18 o matter of course |

brokon ; not broken to pleces, al any
wte, although badly ormoked,

I ought to have mentloned that the
drawors in which Miss Parkway kept
her money and Jewelry wore foroed
open anil every valuablo abatracted, the
only ttmoe of them belng a few loks of
a slight obaln of & very unusual patiarn,
which, with a cutlous stone, the Indy
genarnlly wore round her neck, This
olinln had evidently been broken by the
violence used and parta of It soattorsd
ubout ; the stone was gone,

Information was of course sent fo
Miws Parkway's relatlve who came some-
thises Lo vislt her,  And the result of all
the Inquirles made was to make things
look so very susplolous against young
Liytherly, nnd so much atress wan lald
upon hils guarrel with Miss Parkway
upon her refusal to lend him money-
which seemed known (o everybody--
that I was obliged to appreliend hlm,
I didn't wint to hurt his feelings; so 1
went myself with » fly, although his
lodgings were uot half & mile from the
town hall, so as to spure bhim from
walking In custody through the streets.
I found bhim at home, looklog very
milsernble, and when he saw me he sald @
“1 havn been expecting you all the

mornlog, Mr. Roblnson; 1 nm very
gind you have come,’’
SWall, 'm sorry,'" 1 snawered,

thnt
Mr.

remomber
mended,

Y Butb you may ax well
the lenst snld s soonest
Liytherly."

“Thanks for your enutlon,old felend,’’
he says with a slokly smile; “but 1
shan't hurt mywsellf, and I feel sure no
one ¢lse oan do so, Why I sald I was
glad you had come, wus becsune from
Bunday night, when the murder was
found out, until now, middle dsy on
Tuesdny, everybody has shunned me
and avolded mons If I had the plague,
I know why, aud now it will be over,”

I didn't put bandenfts on him or any-
thing of that ; and when we got Into the
slreel be saw the fly, round which
there hatl alrendy gathered at  least
a woore of boys and girls, who had, I
suppose, seen e go o, He looked
wronnd and sald ;

“This was very thoughtful of you,
Mr. Robingon ; 1 ahall not forget 10,

We drove off, and spoke no more
until we arrlved at the town-hall, Here
the magistrates were sitting ; and here I
found u tall, dark, grave-looking gentle-
man talking very earnestly to Mr, Win-
grave, our chief gollcitor, 1 svon found
this was Mr. Parkway, the cousin of the
murdered Indy, He was giving instrue-
tions to the lnwyer (o spare no expense ;
to ofler a reward if he thonght it neces-
eary; to have detectives down [from
London, snd goodness knows what,
Mr, Wingrave lutroduced me, and  was
kind enough to say that there was no
necessity for deteotives to be brought,
ns they had so eminent s functionary as
myself In the town.

It was suppossd that this would be
merely & preliminary examination, but
it turned out differently. A few of
Lytherly's companlons—although, ns 1t
tranapired afterward, they fully belleved
bhim guilty—were yet determined he
shiould have a chanoe, and 8o subseribed
s gulnea for old Jemmy CUrotton, the
most disreputable old fellow in the
town, but a very clever lawyer for all
that; and Jemmy soon came bustling
in, Heblind a few minutes’ conversa-
tion with Lytherly, aud then asked that
the hearing might be pat off for an
hour. This was of course grunted, and
by the end of that time he had over
whelming evidence to prove an alibl,
for the landlady’s son hadn't slept a
wink for his toothache, and he was with
Lytherly until dinnertime on Bunday ;
and then the aocused went for & walk
with n couple of friends, and did not
return until after dark, having spent
two or three hours at a public house
some miles off, as the landlord, who
happened to be In the town, it belng
markel-day, helped Lo prove;, the rest
of the time he was in the Bell, as waa
usual, poor fellow.

There was no gelling over this. There
was not & shadow of pretense for re-
manding bim, sand so— much to Mr.
Parkway'’s évident annoyance—Lyther-
ly was discharged.

Mr. Parkway left thal evening, hav-
ing placed his business in the hands of
Mr. Wingrave; for as there was no will,
he was the heir-atlaw. Now this was a
very curlous affuir about the will,
because Miss Parkway had told her
landlady not many dsys before, that
she had made her will, and in fact had
shown Ler the document ax It lay,
neatly tled up in her desk. However,
it was gone now ; and she had either
destroyed it, or the person who had
killed her, had taken that ah well as the
mouey ; avd even if the latter was (he
case, it was hardly llkely to turn up
oganin,  Bo, ua I have said, Mr, Parkway
went home. The soliitor realized the
poor lady’s property ; aod all our effurts
were in vaio to  discover the elightest
clue to the gullty party. As for Lyther-
ly, he soon found it was of po use to
think of remalning in Combeatead, for
guilty or not, 0o one of any respecis.
bility cared to sssoclate with bim; and,
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s e owned to me; Lhis worst et of b
a1l wans that old Crotton, the lawyer,
whenever they met at any tavern,
would Intgh and wink and olap him on
the whoulder, nud oall upou every one
present (o remember how poor old
Jemmy Orotton got his young felend off
0 aloverly ; how they * flnmmoxed,"
the waglsteates and Jookeyed the poelops,
when 1wk any odds ngalnst his young
friend, '

* Bo he went ; and s good many declar.
od he hind gone off to enjoy Lils 11l.gotten
galne § but I never thought 8o ; and one
of our men golog to Chatbam o lden.
Uy n prisoner, mw Lytherly in the
uniform of the Royal Englueers, and, in
fuot, had u glass of ale with him, The
young fellow snld It was his only re.
source—dig he could not, and to beg
where he was known would be ln  valn,
He neiit hin respects to me, and that wos
the lasl we heard for u long time of the
Combentead murder,
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I had Jeft the Pollee altogether, and
wan liviog very comforiably, my good
lndy and I, up st Islington, In the samae
streat with my warried daughter, who
was dolug very comfortably too, her
bhusband baving & good berth In the
olty. I had wlways been of a savipg
turn, and had bought two or threo
houses ; so with » Udy pension, which 1
Lid enrned by thirly yemrs' service, 1
oould afford to go about a bit and enjoy
myself. OF course In all that time I had
made the soquaintance of a good many
professionnl people; and thors wers
very fow theatres or exhiblilons that 1
souldn't get admission to,

It was at the Canterbary I first bad
the Combestend murder more partioulnre
ly recalled to my mind,

There was n young woman who #ang
i comie verslon of *There's n Clood
Time Coming,"” spendidly; aod as I
nlwanys was of o clintly turn, I couldn't
help remarking to the person that was
sitting next to me how firsl clash swhe
did it, when be exclalmed: " Hallof
why, never! Buaperintendent Robin-
son " And then held out his hand.

It was young Lytheyly; but so stout,
and brown, and whiskery—If I may say
so—that I didn’t know him,

“Mr. Lytherly!™ I exclaimed, ** I
dido’t expect (o see you; and you're
right as to my belng Roblnson although
Police offloer mno longer. Why, 1
thought you were in the army."

*'Ho I wns,” he returned; * but I'm
out of it now, and I'll tell you how It
woe, "'

It seema he had been to Iodis, snd
gol some promotion after three years’
service; and had the good fortune to
eave hils Colonel from drownlng, or
what was more likely In those parta,
belug taken down by a crocodile, under
elrcumsiances of extraordinary bravery,
He did not tell me this last bit, but I
heard so afterwurd. Lytherly was al-
ways n wonderful swimmer, and 1
remembered hils taking a prige at Lon-
don. The exertion or wetting brought
on & fever, and he waa recommended
for his discharge. The Colonel behaved
most liberally. Bat what was the best
of ull, the old fellow who kept the can.
teen ot the station died about this time,
and Lytherly had been courting his
daughter for a good bit, more to the
girl's satisfnction than that of her
father ; #o then they got marrled, and
came to England, and he was tolerably
well off.  He naturally talked about the
Combestead murder, and sald frankly
enough, that—except the people with
whom he lodged, and they were sus-
pected, he sald, of perjury—he thought
I was the only person in town who did
not belleve him gullty of the murder,

“But muarder will out, Mr. Robin-.
son,'" he sald, “and you will see this
will be found out some day. I dream of
it almost every night; and my wife
consulted some of the best fortune-tellers
In Indls, and they all told her it would
be discovered.”

“Hum!" I said; “*we don't think
much of fortune-tellers here, you
know."

“ I mm perfectly aware of that,”’ he
says ; “and I shouldn’t give them In as
evidence; but If you had lived three
years in Indis with people who knew
the native ways, you mlight alter your
mind about fortunetellers. Anyway,
you will remember when It's found
out, that I told you how It would
m‘ll

I lsughed, and sald I should; and
after we had another gluss together,
and be had given me his address and
made me promlise to call on him, we
parted.

It was the very next day that Mps,
and myself had agreai to go and see
new exhibition of paintings which some
one was startiog In London, and tickets
wera pretty freely given awpy for It;
but the same reason which stopped any
wife from going to the Canterbury,
stopped her from going to the exhibi.
flon, I went, of gourse, becausg I
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luwua ﬂuﬁhﬁuh ull the rooms and
on he last one. There wers very
fow patsona, I was surry to wee, In the
nrm' ::d :hﬂ'ﬁzum‘m an unin.
rupted v Any ploture you pless.

od, Afer glansing carelossly round the
room, for one geta kind of surfelted
with plotures after a bit, X was struok by
lglmmy.lookli_u_ hﬁnﬂng to the left
of the doorway, which I had not notiesd
on my firsl entry. When I came (o
look closer Into It, I was more than
slruck—I was astounded,— Coneluded
next woek,
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