A Joking Ghost.

HO amoug the thirteen young peo.

who (nfested the Brown famlly
mansion st Newport, Rhode Island; on
Chrlstinas, was responaible for the In-
troduction of practical joklog s nn ap-
proprinte method of celebratlng the
soimon I8 not certninly known., Hy
some s neserted that & young broker
Trom Wall street was the gullty person
while others mulntain that the frst
wraotical joke was played by Miss Mary
Hrown and her slater Miss Carele, and
dhelr consin, Miss Luey Brown Ketch.
em. Lot us be faleminded and generous
il mesume Lhat the broking Brown wus
the Nrst nnd chitef offendoer, l':\'l‘l’}' o
who b8 fhodline with the habits and cus.
toms of brokers is aware that they re.
wnrd practioal jokes, such as hat gmnsh-
ing and violent hustling, ns the most
brilltant manifestations of wit, and ir
the youug broker In guestion did not
play practical Jokes on big Brown rela-
tives, there is not the lenst doubt that be
was entirely eapable of so dolng.

The thirteen young people were of the
unusl sexes, and were full of spirits.
They exhausted the most familinr prac-
tioal jokes, such s sewing up the sleeves
of the young men's nightshivts, and
sibatituting pieces of raw  potatoes for
wodp I the young ludies’ bed.rooms, in
the course of Lhe first two evenings and
on Friday night last It beenme nevessary
to invent some new joke, The youthful
braker propassd that Chas. W. Brown—
. medical student, who subseguently
proved u bold, bad young man—should
be Induced to put his hat on, and that it
ahould then be smnshed over - his eyes.
“We do that sort of thing at the hoard
every now and then, you kpow," said
dhe broker, “*and you've no lden how
tremendously fanny it (8" This plan
however miscarried, for the reason that
no one felt nnxlous to act as smusher,
since Mr, C. W, Brown notorfodsly car-
rled coneealed medicines, and was fally
capableof making any one who might
meddle with his hat an immediate and
involuwtary patient, After much dis-
cussier it wns declded (o frighten the
onedical sludent with a ghost, and, asn
yreliminary, all ngreed to wenken hilz
mind by a prolonged conversation on
ghostly subjects.

In the evenlng, ghost stories were ac-
vordingly told at great length. Nearly
every one professed to have seen or heard
a ghost in pecullurly blood-curdling cir-
cumstances, and even the young broking
person recollected a story of great antiqui-
ty, which he related as purt of his per-
sonal experience, Then Miss Mary
Brown remembered that the room in
which the medieal student was to sleep
find the reputation or belng haunted,—
#he suid thatn ghostly skeleton frequent-
Iy appeared in it ot the dead of night,
and required the unhappy person whom
ib might meet to instantly confess his
alng, under some vague but awful peval-
ty. The gkeleton was believed to have
been formerly the property of a wicked
priest, who had committed suicide in the
room, and It was sald to make an snnpual
appearance on the 26th of December,

By this time the young ladies had
talked themselves intoa very nervous
slate, but Mr: Charles W. Brown did not
seem o be in the least degree alarmed.
He sald he had been on intimate and
friendly termns with ghosts during the
greater part of his life, and that he liked
them very muech, In fact, he was
anxious to meet the skeleton, and
asgerted thut it he saw it he should ask
it togo to Philndelphin with him, so
that he could study its bones at his
felsure, At a late hour the thirteen
young people declded to go to bed, and
after biding each other good night, with
much elaboration, they sought their re.
spective rooms,

As soon, however, as Mr, Charles W.
Brown had entered his room, the other
twelve young people nolselessly sssem-
diled ouside of his door Lo ascertain the
suiceess of their joke. DBiss Mary Brown,
her sisterand her cousin, had drawn with
phosphorus & magoificent nnd appaling
skeleton on the wall of the room and
written above the head the legend,
* Confess your sins.” When the medl-
oal student, after consuming what was
thought to be an  unnecessary length of
time in preparing for bed, Anally put out
Iis light, the phosphoric ghost shone
brillisutly before his eyes, and he uttered
g yell of the most terrible and, to the
young people outside of his door, delight-

ful description,

Then the wicked young student began,
12 a loud tone of volce, his confession.—
He confessed that on Wednesday night
he had kissed Miss Mary Brown in the
dibrary, but be urged upon the ghost, as
an extrsordinary circumstance, the fuct
that the youug lady virtually requested
him to do so, and that he did not see his
way clear to refuse. Then he coufessed
that he had promised to marry Miss Oar.
vle Brown, aud that he had broken his
promlise. Still, he claimed that be would
#10t have been thus fur fithless hud he
not seen her in the act of sittiog on the
young broKee's lup, and had she not
subseguently sdmitted that she bad
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promised to marey that “ addlepated
youth,' ns ghe aostritely dencribed b,
Also, My, Ohinrvles W, Brown, whols un.
doubtedly & lioeal descendant of Ana-
nlits, further confessad that he meant no
Larm when he kissed Miss Ketehum o
the vestibule of the ohureh on Christmna
moratng, and that he would never do so
ngaln,

By tils time the young peuple outslde
of the door bad fled, The three young
lndies whose narmes had been mentioned
In the wfedieal student's confession,
wept, todlgnant tears, and protested
that the ** wretel” koew that he was
telling lies; while the other young ladies
gild they hoped that such was the case,
but that Mr. Brown did seem very
earnest and slncere In what he sald,
The next mornlog no questions were
nsked of that depraved young man, and
in the course of the day nearly every
one of the thirteen young people suld
they hnd received letters whivh would
alilige them to go home Immedintely.

Aa i praotieal joke, the Huminated
skeleton was not, perhaps, strikingly
successful, but it is the opinjon of Mr.
Churles W, Brown that no furthér at.
tempts to play practieal jokes on him
will be mnde, and that he haa fully
repald the logenlous inventor of the
phiost,

What a Kentuokian Knows Ahout Roots.
ks WIIU‘\-NI'I Here 1 am ngalyp,

with ahother load ol yer med-
erelne stuft)” bawled out n long, lean,
Innk Kentuckinn the other day, ns he
pulled up his team in front of one of
Cinclonatl’s large drog manufsctories,
1 want all the money yer got in yer
atore this time fur this lowd
gnld he to the proprictor, as the Intter
slepped out on the sidewalk. ** Whnt
have you got '’ asked the drag man.
YO alot of seng, wahoo and May
apple root,’ replied the Kentuckian, as
he commenced throwing off' sack after
stok of the valunble lond. A Cineinnati
Btar reporter happened to be passing at
the time, and overheard the econversa-
tion. He stopped and Inquired of the
man from ** over the river'’ what he
expected to get for his load, ** Bome-
where in the neightiorhood of mbout a
bhundred an® fifty,"” replied he. ‘'“ It
tukes you sbout hulf your lifetime to get
o load like that, don't it?" nsked our
young man, ** Now, look n here, young
mun, are ye kiddin', or have ye never
bin out in the country any?'' Do ye
s'pose 1'd gether roots half my natural
life fur a hundred and fifty ¥*

The reporter didn’t suppose he would,
but still be wus under the impresslon it
must take n long while to gather togeth-
eras large aquantity of roots as he had
in his wagon.

“What do you get for different kinds
of roots ¥"" asked the reporter.

of roois,”’

“Bay, young man, I want ter git this
yer wagon onloaded some time to-day,
an’ ye'd obleege me by not botherin’
me no more at present. 1f ye'll go over
in that er tavern across the rond an’
walt thar about twenty minutes fur me,
I'll be thar, an' will answer any ques-
tion ye want to ax me."”’

The reporter went, and in the appoint.
ed time was met by the man from Ken.
tucky, who, us he entered the saloon,
tucked u large roll of bank-notes down
his pants pocket. He sat down at a
table opposite the reporter, and in an-
swer to the latter’s questions as to what
kind of roots he brought to market and
the price he got for them, he gave the
information desired about as lollows :

¢ Roots ain’t nigh so plentiful as they
used to be, Iknow the time when I
could gathera woagon-load like I just
fetehed In, in a day, but now it takes
considerable longer than that, an’ then
prices are not nigh so good as they bave
bin. There's sang (ginseng), that I
used ter ght $1.50 o pound fur,only brings
me §1 a pound now, aud thet's fur the
very best. 'What ls it used fur?¥ Why,
the biggest part of 4t goes to China, to
purify queensware with. Bang won’t
bear cultlvation at all. It has seed every
year. A ourlous thing sbout sang is
that cows won’t teoh it. They’ll eat
weeds off all round it, but they let the
sang alone, Bang is mighty scarce. I
bring in considernble Indian arrow or
wahoo root. There's a big demand far
it, but still X can't git over ten cents a
pound fur it. That'’s the stuff they make
sger medercine of. It's the best ager
cure known,

Then there's May apple root, 1t only
brings three cents & pound. That's
what the mandrake pills s made of.,
The roots is ground up into & four and

rolled fnter pllls, I've fetchéd in enough
May apples this full ter keep the Unlted
Htutes surplied with pilla fur the next
ten yeurs,

Prickly ash I also bring in. It ain't
very plentiful. The roots bring twelve
cents a pound, It I8 uvsed in makin'
medicine for the rheumatism,

Barsaparilla root is used In makin'
blood purifier, It is tolerable plentiful,
snd ls worth flve cents & pound,

Burdoek rool s used for the same

purposs that sarsapariill root ls. It only
Lirings four cents a pound,

Then there ls elecampano rool. It {a
used In syraps fur the vonsumption,
It's mighty sonroe, though, an' fetohes
ten cents & pound,

Yaller roob, which is also known s
' Giolden Heal,' Is & sonres article now.n-
duys,  It's worth peven cents a pound,
It 18 used fur mnkin’ washes fur nore
eyes nn' mouth.

Burwine root Is also used 1o makin'
medloine. Tt's hard to git and byings
elght centa a pound,

Bulteruut bark I feteh in conslderable
of, but the price on it ain't very hLigh,
Bometimes it briogs as bigh s three and
four cents, That's what yer physicin’
pills ls mude of.  Jist bile it down till it
gits thick, ke n  paste, un' then roll
Into yer pilla. It Is also used fur dyelng
purposes,

Hourhound s an herb, an' is used in
mukin’ cough syrup, It Lrings elghl
cents o pound, nlthough it is plentiful.
Home places it grows so thivk yer ocun
mow [t with n geythe, Don't take no
time fo glt & hundred pound of it

Another herb is lobelin, nnd I git ten
cents a pound fur it, but the price is
fulling., Lobuila is what Ipeenc is mnade
of. If yer ever want to get rid of what’s
inside of yer, jist mnke a tea of lobelin
lenves, pn' 'l bet my tenm of bosges out
there 1L accommodnate yer,

I forgot to tell yor a funny thingabout
galherin® butternut bark. If yer peal
the bark down 121l physle yer when
winda inter pills, but if yer peal tbupit’ll
vomil yer sure as I'm s sittin’ av this
tuble,

1 brought In s good many Indian
tnrnips this fall and got elght cents n
pound fur 'em.  They are used in congh
medieines,

Hilkweed root is used in ager med-
clne, bud it 18 senrce [0 my part of the
conutry. It s worth ten cents a poand.
Pennyroyal an’ peppermint brings ten
cents o pound, but when dry it takes o
heap to make o pound. The oil of
pennyroyalis extracted In o still, The
Shakers up heve In Warren county,
Ohloy have regular stilla for m:lkiug the
exiraets, Mhere are n good many kiods
of bark used. There's white onkk bark,
best thing in the world o cheok the
bowels, when it is made Into a syrup.
Yellow poplar bark used with wild
cherry bark, priekly nsh, dogwood bark
and wahoo 15 good for the consumption,
L know uw man that had the consump-
tlon for six years that it cured. Rlippery
elm bark & grovmd up and used for

poultices, Good to take out fever, It's
worth ten eents a pound.
Then there's edder bark, 'Take I,

beeswax, mutton taller and n little rosin
and it mnkes the best kind of s salve for
fresh culs, DBoue set, iz an herb that
grows about three feet high, with leaves
of & milky color, 1t generally grows in
old pastures. 1t s used for colds and is
worth six cents & pound, Old field
balsam looks a good deal like bone set,
only it don’t grow so high. 3% §s used
for the same purpose, I'vesold lots of
catnip to these druggists, but what It s
used fur more than ter nourish young
babjes with I don’t know. 1 sell these
fellers here all sorts of roots and herbs,
even to mullin and plantain leaves,
which they make salve out of. Why,
even these old gympsum weeds bring
three cents & pound, and even sunflower
geeds. Why, s couple of years ago I
sold two bushels of sunflower seeds furx
$21. They buy pumpkin and watermel.
on seeds also ter make kidney medlcine
out of. Butl look a here, young man,
I've sel here and talked long enough
ter ye. Buppose yer treat an’ 1'll go.
The reporter treated and, In answer

to the question of how much time he
it in g;uaerlug roots and herbg, the
fentuckian replied that be put in veriv
little; that he had a houseful of small
children who dug the roots out of the
woods and all that he did was Lo clean,
gort and dry, and hsul them to markel,

The Widows' Fund,

A minister aged 73, n bachelor, was on
his death-bed. For the lnst twenly years
he had had as 8 housekeeper o sleady,
sensible woman, who served him hon-
estly, tended him like a daughter during
hile illness, and for whom he had guite a
fatherly regard, She was 45 years old,
and he was poor and had nothing to
leave her. Finally he thought of & plan
and calling her oneday, sald:

“Of course you are aware that there
is & Ministers” Widows' Fund and so 1If
the husband dies, his widow will have
an annuity during herlife, Now suppose
you marry me ; although 1 am almost at
death’s door you will be amply provided
for In the future. Will you consent to

 this ¥

£ Maoster dear, you must be doting!
What would people say ¥

ST was never more serlous In my life,
Mary ; and 1 am sure people will say we
have both soted wisely In this matter,
Take till this evening to think it over
and then bring me your suswer,”

In the evening she told him she **would
take him.'” Iodten days after they were

marriéd, and three days Iater the old

man died { but his widow still enjoys
her share of the Widows' Fund.”

SUNDAY READIN

Finding “@irl" In the Bikte.

N ENGLIBH TOWN misslonary, a

slhiort thine ngo, related a remarkable
inoldent. There was a lodglng house in
his distriet, which he had long  desired
to enter, bul was deterred feom so dolog
by a friend, who feared that his life
would be endungered. He beonpie al
length so unensy thut he determined to
rlak ull consequences and try to galn ad.
mission, Hooneduay he gave n somewhat
thld knovk st the door, in  response to
which o conrse voled ronred out, ' Who's
there ¥'° und st the same moment n vi
vlous looking womag opened the door
and ordered the man of God away.

“Let him come in, and gee what be is
and what he wante," growled out the
fume volee, The missiounry walked In,
and bowing politely o the rough look-
fng man whom he had Just heird spende,
sl :

“1 bave been visiting most of the
houscs 1 this nelghborhood to rend with
the people nnd tulk  about good things
I have pussed your door as long as I feel
1 ought, for 1 wish totalk with you snd
your lodgers, " :

Are you what is ealled the town mis-
slonary ¥

U1 oam, sir,” wos the feply.

“Well, thew,”” sald the fierge looking
muy, Vel down and hear what 1 am go-
Ing to say. A will nsk you s question
out of the Bible. If you snswer ne
right, you may enllat this bouse, and
rend and pray with us or our lodgers as
often ns you like: i you do net answer
right, we will tear your clothes off your
buek and tumble you neck and begls in-
to thestreet. Now what do yow say to
thst ¥ for I am & msn of my wesd,”’

The mlsslonary wae porplexed; but at
length quictly said:

SLwllbtry. "

“Well, then,”" saldd the musn, “hore
goes, Is the word girl lo ahy  parl of
the Bible ? if so wherée is it to be found,
sud how often ? That s my gquestion,”

SWell, sbe, the word giel isin the Bi-
ble, but onky once, and ey be fonsd in
the words of the prophet Joel, iii, 8.
The words ure, “And seld the gl for
wine, that they might dreinlk.”

HWell,” replied the man; “1'm dend
beat: I durst to have bet five pounds
¥Yeu could not have told.””

“And I coulidinot have teld yesterday "’
gsdd the visiter, “For seversl dsys 1
have been pruging that the Lord wewkd
open me f wiy into this house, and this
very morning, when resdbng the SBevips-
ures in my family, I wes surprised o |
flsd the word girl, and got the Coneord-
anee to see if iboccurred again, and
found it did net, And, nowsir, § be.
lleve that Cod dil know, snd does kaow
whnt will come to pass asd surely Mis
hand isin this for my protestion  snd
your good.”

What Have You to Show For It 7

This Is the guestion propounded by
some mewspaper correspoundent, who
proceeds to elucidate in this wise :

A young man commences ab the age
of 20 years to driak, and from 20 to o5,
drinks but one glass of beer a day,
wortl: 5 cents n glase; at 20 he will bave
spent £64.70 5 from 28 Lo 25, two glasses
o diay, he will have spent $i; from 25
to 80, three glassrs s day, $218.7956; from
0 to 85, four glasses a day, $560.25. By
this time be will bave spent in all the
sum ol $1,222.76.

Now, If another young man cominen-
eea nt 20, and instead of spending the
money named for beer each year, puls it
owd at 7 per cent. interest, without any
gavings but this beer money, he would
be worth at the sge of 40 years, $2.250,
having saved his money, his character,
his health, and perhaps his soul,

Now, if yon have been paylng out
your money for beer—what have you to
show for it * Are you any better, richer,
happler for iLY Are you sany healthier
than your total abstaining friends ? Has
your beer drinking given you any better
position In sovlety ¥ Are you any better
for It in any way ? Does your drinking
help you to lay up anything of any sort
to offset the bank account you would
have had if you had paid your beer-
mouney to the cashier ¥ Or do you expect
by means of beer-drinking to lay wup
anything for yourself or your family In
the future ¥ 1f so, what is It ¥

When you make s bargain, there are
always two walues, You pay your
money for a pair of shoes and you have
the shoes to show for it, and you can
wear them while you areearning money
to buy more; but when you have paid
your money for 8 glass of beer, and
swallowed it, what bave you to show for
It¥ Ten chances to one it makes you
thirsty for another glass, and another,
and you get the headache or a stupid
feeling that does not help your work,
and perhaps some other bad things—not

worth paylng for; but if you havenny
good thing to show for It, what is 1t?

Perhaps you have not yet drank
enough o count up much; if 8o, now
isthe tlmello f",‘:“’?{,‘l‘" the cost and muke

our bargain. you pay ouk your
ﬁwney for beer and loge it or will you
lay it'out 80 that you have something to
show for it ¥

“ Wherefore do you spend your monay
for that which is not bread, and your
labor for that which satlafleth not ¥

.

—_— ———

SELLERS
COUGH

SYRUP!

H0 Years Before the Publie!

Pronounced by all to be the most Pleasunt
and eflleaclons remedy now fn use, for the
euro of Conghs, Colds, Croup; Hosrseness,
Tiekllng sensntion of the ‘Throat Whmplua-
Cougll, ete. Over & mition ﬁmm wol
withln the last fow years, It glves rollel
whiorevor usid, and has the power to lpart
bonefit thas ennnot ba had from (he cough

mixtures now ln use, Bold by all Droggleis at
9% conte per bottle.

SELLERS' LIVER PILLS

nre slao highly recommended for enring lver
complulnt, conntipation, slek-headuches, feyer
nnd agoe, and all disenses of the ntnmnt—h and
Hyer, Boldjuy wll by all Druggists at 25 cunts
per hox. 40 1y
. F. BELLERB & CO., Ftsburg, Pn.

Jo M, Gmmvis, J. H. GIRYIN

J. M. GIRVIN & SON.,
FLOUR, GRAIN, SEED & PRODUCE

Commission Merchants,
No. 4 South Gay, Bl
BALTIMORE, MD.

We will pay strict attention to the sale of all
kinds of Cousstry Froduee and vemin the smounts

omptly. a2k
promptly J. M. GIRVIN & BON.

MUSSER & ALLEN

CENTRAL STORE
NEWPORT, PENNA.

Now olfer the pablie

A RARE AND ELEGANT ASSOBETMENT OF

" . ) Al a ] ¥
DRESS GOODS
Consisting sf sl ahades wultable for the season

BLACK ALPACCAS

AND
Mowrnwing Goods
A SPECIALITY,
BLEACHED AND UNBLHACHED
MUSLINBS,
AT VARIOUS FRICEH
AN ENDLEY SELEOTION OF PRINTSY
Wenet and do keep & good gemalily of

SUGARS, COFFEES & SYRUPS.

And averyliskag under the haad of

GROCERIES |

Machine xeodies amd oll for ali makea

nchines,

ad
To be sonwiaeod that our geads wre
CHEAP ASTHE CHEAPES'E,
ISTO CALLAND EXAMINE STOCK.

& No trouble Lo show goods.
Bon't lorget the

CENTRAL STORE,

Newport, Perry County, Pa.
DRUGS. DRUES.
JACOB STRICKLER,

(Suverssor to Dr, M. B. Biriekler)
PEHARMACIST,
NEW BLOOMFIELD, PENN'A.

HAVING anecsaded the Iate irm of Dy, M. B,
Btrickler in the Drug Business at_his Stors-room,
on MAIN STRERET, two ﬂm&n East of the Big
Bpring, 1 will endeavor to make it In ewery way
worthy the patronage of the .puh @,

Pursonal and steiot atdention AT ALL TIMES
given to the Mlllmndln‘:nd dispensing Fhysi-
clans’ presciptions, no as to lnsure accerasy and
guard agalnst accidenta,

BEAR EIN MIND

that my stouk has been menuuam and care
taken to have everything oI t BEST ALIL-
TY. The public may rest nssured that ALL med.
felnes that leave my stors shall be as represented
~FURE and UNADULTEBATED,

I HAVE CONSTANTLY ON HAND

HATR OIL and POMADES
HAIR, TOUTH and NAIL BRUBHES.
HURGEONS, TOLLET. and
CARRIAGE SPONGES,
F BUXES, TOILET POWDERS,
CASTILE and FANCY BOAPS.

PERFUMERY OF ALL KINDS,

Together with Fresh and Genuine Patent Medi-
oluss of every descripiion,

POy

ALSD,

Segars, Tobacco, School Books, &c.

ORANGER, LEMONS & BANANAS,
It season.

Pure Wines and Liguors for Medicinal
Purposes.

Terms, Striotly Cash.
: t
wBisim sirsin b, gL fove s e
T T JACOU STRICKLER, Pl 6.




