Adventures in Australia.

‘WF WERE having bard luek on the

Loddon, In the provines of Vie-
torin, Australla: ns the graging pastures,
which we hisd lease] from (he drown,
had not been blessed with an abundance
of taln se we had hoped and had & rlght
to expeot 3 for the previous =enson had
been dry, and all the old seftlers had
sald that the present winter'’s rins
would be abundant, and that tfll.' little
Loddon would become a mighty slream,
overflow fta banks, and (11 the ground
a0 full of water that 1t would become ke
n wel sponge for months sfter the win.
ter bad passed away. Iut all thelr pre-
dictions had come to naught; and here
we weore, with half the cold mouths
passed away, and not enongh rain had
fillen to Iny the dust or cause the dead
grass to change it color, or to supply
the hipgry sheep apd eattle with food
to prevent them from growing thin and
weating that peculine dull expression
whioh distinguishes animals when sul-
fering for suitable sustenance, The river
was dry, and only by digging holea in
{5 bed could we obtaln enough to waler
out flgeks, and prevent them straying
from our range in genrch of belter quar.
ters, which they were cerlpin
unless all thelr wants supplied |
and our stockmen were always on the
alert to prevent thelr leaving our range,
and wandering into the wild districts,
mixing with our nelghbors’
stock, where they wounld be likely 1o
pemaln until the sassorting took place
somwe time in the spring.

o do
were

or else

When eattle are once possessed with
au idea they would be better oft’ in some
other section, ¢ternal vigilanee and a
pretty free use of the stockmen’s whips
are necessary to make them nbandon
the idea, and seltle down (o the fact thal
a shitrp protest will be made every time

they bave laid ont their plans for an
escape. We bad four herders in our
employ; and they were on horseback

dny and night for two months, with but
seant opportunities for sleep, before we
coull congider out property secure, or
tame the roving disposition of some
three-year-old bulle, which were ugly
and fretful because they were on short
rations. The sheep did not give us
g0 much trouble; for several dogs which
we owned took very*good care of them,
nnd kept them in bounds when disposed
to stray.

But this was not the only trouble
which we had to contend with, Within
two weeks we had lost several head of
cattle; and they had apparently been
slaughtered in the most willful manner,
ouly the choicest parts of the carcasses
being taken, and the rest was left for
thie wild dogs and the fowls of the air.
We knew, by the minnuer in which the
brutes were cut up, that no white men,
or bushrangers, were concerned In the
slaughter ; for there was not n gang of
the latter on 4he Loddon at the time,
having been driven back into the wilder
districts by the mounted police and the
settlers : so we were at last forced to the
conclusion that a colony of black men
had camped in the mountaing near us,
and were growing fat and greasy at our
expense,  We tried all manner of meth-
oils of enaring the scamps i bot A native
black Australisn is like a ghost; and
can vanish about as quickly, and reap-
pear when you least expect him, In
fact, when you think you are watching
him, he is on the lookout for you, and
kuows your movements much better
than you know his, and you wait with
pitience in the hope of catehing him,
while be is probably not three rods off,
in & tuft of grass or a clump of bushes,
perfectly contdut to stay there until you
fall asleep, or return to your hut, satisfi-
ed in your own mind that there are no
blacks on your place, and that your
enttle are safe for one night at least.
Your patience will not compare to &
native’s, and after n few months’ expe-
rience you understand that most per-
feotly.

To be sore, the black fellows could
caslly knock you over with a boome-
rsug, or pin you to the earth with one
of their long spears, which they throw
with wonderful precision; but the
natlves do oot like to kill a settler, as
they know that such an act would wake
up the whole mounted police, and all
the stockmen within a radius of fifiy
miles, and that o war of extermination
would be entered without delay, and
never cease until the murder was amply
avenged.

Wegnve up watehing at last as &
useless waste of time, nod looked around
to see if there were not other methods
that could be adopted to stop such
wholesale slaughter of our cattle. The
only one that we oould think of was to
send for Elrle, the Tracker, n celebrated
black fellow, who lived some twenty
miles from us, snd was noted for bhis
love of whisky, tobacco, and animal
food, He was often employed by the
geptlers and police in Anding lost  cattle
and people who had strayed sway futo
the bush, and were unsble to discover
the right way out, and so often perished

of starvation and want of water.

—

nlw morning ll. was dmldul by Iy
partners and mysellf that T alionld visit
the Tracker, and see If he could be
fudueed to help us, If he was sober, or
did not have a stock of lHguor on hand,
or wits not engnged, we thiought that we
might sécure his valuable servioes | and,
snddiing oue of ot best horses, T started
on my journey, and luckily found Elrio
in his hut and quite sober, for he had
been on a drinking bout for n week, and
his liquor was exhausted, and he was
anxious fo enrn more as soon as he
could,

“ REirle,” Tenld, ns I left the saddle,
and hitohed my borse, ** you come with
me, and If you good boy plenty of
whikky aud tobne.'*

YAVhat want ¥ asked the brawny,
halry-faced fellow, who was inclined to
be & little sullen.

Y Black fellers—kill plenty bullock—
no can eatchee—you come—find ‘eém,
aud plenty eat and much rum,”

“How much ¥

“Oh, Iots.  All you want for week."”

“Me come,” was (he anawer; and
thie fellow took from hjg lhut a speéar,
such ns the natives use for eatehing fsh,
a boomerang, and a long kunife, and,
without another word, plunged Info the
bush, and disappeared,

I knew there was no danger of his
losing his way, and did not fear but he
would find our place in the course of
the day ; nud some time in the afternoon
the Tracker mnde his appearance, and
squatted down outside of our hut, and
waited for us to bring him o stoek of
damper snd boiled mutton, the whole to
be washed down by half & pint of rum
undiluted by water. Then he smoked
one or two pipes of tobaedo, and eurled
dowhn in the shade for w sléep first utter-
ing this prophecy :—

“ Black fellers come "night.
‘em 'morrow, "

Bure enough they did come, and killed
oneof our best cows; and, when we
dlstoverad the fact, we woke up Elrie,
and told him twhat the blucks had
done.

“ Yes, me said come—no moon—all
clofils— good night for black fellers.
Give me eat, and den we go find ‘em.”

He ate his breakfast, but did not drink
his rum, ne he wanted to be clear-hend-
ed ; and then we went to the place where
the remains of the last slaughtered
animal were lying. Elric examined the
ground in all directions, and did not
spenk a work until he had made a thor-
ough survey. Wecould not se¢ a foot-
print oni the sun.baked éarth or on the
grass; but our eyes were not aecustomed
to such things, and we knew that the
Tracker would make no mistakes, there.
fore we were not surprised when he held
up four fingers, and sald,—

‘ Pour black fellers do dis, Dey carry
away much ment, and go dar; " and he
pointed in the direction of the hills,

“ Can you find them ¥ we asked.

The old fellow allowed an expression
of contenipt to pass over his face at the
absurdity of the question; but all that
he sald wae,—

“ You come,’

We took two of our best stockmen
with us, mounted our horses, and fol.
lowed Elrie, whostarted off on a dog
trot, his head down, and eyes on a trail,
plain enough to him, but not discernible
to us.

Over rocks and dead earth the Tracker
led the way, never at a loss for a mo-
ment, stopping only for a second when a
ledge was gone over, mow winding
around the bed of a brook or a mud-hole,
but never leaving the marks of a foot-
print in the soft earth. On, on we
went, and at noon saw smoke at the foot
of a hill toward which we were headed,

“ There damned black fellers,” the
Tracker said, ** No more hoss. Wallk,
See hoss, and run like debbles,”

We fastened our horses to some gum
trees, and resumed our tramp, keeping
under the shadow of bushes, and never
slnckening our pace, nithough It was =
hard one, and the hot sunh poured down
upon our heads as though it would beat
us to the earth,

“Nowmiond | we by 'em "' whispered
Eirie; and we drew our revolvers, aud
walted for the signal for a rush,

A little more creeping and crawling,
and then the Tracker ralsed his hand,
and with a bound we sprang into the
presence of a domen or twenty men,
women, aud children, who were stuffing
themselves with the meat which they
had stolen from us.

The black fellows sprang to their feet,
and would have run snd made their
escape, leaving thelr wives and children
to take care of themselves; but we
shouted to them to stand or we would
shoot, and they did not dare to trust to
lock and fleet feet.'

“ You hlack ruscals!” we said, “ you
kill pleaty cattle, and pow we kill
you!'" aud we poluted our revolvers al
them as though about te fire; but we
had no intention of 8¢ dolng, slthough
plenty of stockmen, would not have
hesitated for s moment in shootlug two

Me find

‘or three of the natives Just as n warning

1o the rest,
# No killl” eorled one fellow, who
could speak u little English.

We gcl. Elrlt- o Itturpl'!t for us, and
swore that we would shool every man
nnd woman present unless (he four
thioves were poluted out, and after a
long patley they wire dellvered up tous;
aud then we exnoted a promlse that the
roit of the tribe would lanve the nelgh-
borhood, and never come” back to the
ringe, but seek  other quarlers to ply
thelr thievieh propensities,

We seoured-our prisoners, and return-
ed home, deiving them before us, They
took the matter quite coolly, and knew
the fate that awalted them as well as we
did; for the backs of two of the bincks
showed sears a8 though they had been
flogged for like crimes,

We got home by sunset, and sent word
to the mounted police that we had four
prisoners who needed flogging for theft
But the seamps did not get punished
that time, as they managed to make
their eseape In the night, nud probably
rejoined  their band before we were
awike, They had worked thelr lashings
looge, nnd vanighed, without even dis-
turbing our dogs, which were gunrding
out hut, and were seattered In all diree-
tions. 'The rosonls took half of o sheep
to feed them on thelk way; but we
never saw them more.

We rewidrded the Tracker, and he
weil hiome satisfied ; and two days after-
wietrd the ming fell in sheets, and con.
tinued o loug that the Loddon was like
a large river, and the lowlands were
under water for slx weeks, and the grass
sprang up as if by magle, and our cattle
wixed fat and contented, and our elip of
wool wns Lhe largest that we ever sent
to market, and we mnde some money
that season (n spite of our misfortunes
at the commencement of the year., Bt
keeping cattle Is trylng work in Vidtorin
unless the ralns favor you at the right

time,

U'T down at Musquash., Last Sun.
B day night we all went'to chureh
down at Muosguash, and heard Mr. Hop-
per preach,a pleasure that all Burlingion
will envy us. Mr. H., was down there
helping the rest of us enjoy ourselves,
and the Baptists of Musquash Just
pressed him into their service for one
day. Well, I had been trout fishing all
the day before and had waded down the
river & few miles, and Saturday night 1
poured a bushel and « half of oals into
ench of my boots, and all the bright,
gunuy, Sabbath day they set out in the
sun and basked, while I lounged around
loosely shod in slippers, and extremely
happy. I went to church in the eve-
ning, and you can't imagine how ensy
and comforiable were my slippered feet,
1 thrust them out before me and admired
them. Ina momentor two a mosquito
cnme saillng alonghumming the refrain
of & hymn the congragation had just
ceased singing. This startled me o Jittle,
but not much, becnuge I always belleved
that the 8t. John mosqultoes could sing
if they would. Well, this fellow salled
on, passed me, then he turned and came
back, and I observed that he had a
rather wicked look In his eyes, although,
T reasoned, that was no more than one
might expect of nmusquito that flew
around on the Babbath., Presently, still
humming * Broad is the road that leads
to death,” the bird made a few ocircles
and lighted on my slippered foot, mak-
ing his landing about sn inch above the
slipper.

 Now, son,” I sald, “this is a little
too much. Iadmire cheek, but you
fuirly gorge my admiration. I amsorry
for you, beeause I know your harmless.
ness and your stupldity. But your
impudence is more detestable than your
imbecllity is touching, and I am com-
pelled to mash you."

I lifted my other foot to crush him,
and I hope I may live n thousand years
if that mosquito didn’t get the drop on
me,

I haven't felt anything lke it since
geven years ago, when I tried to mend
the family wash.-boiler, and poured =
table-spoonful of sizxling, glowing, bub-
Wing solder down inside my shoe,

As I am a truthfol man,when I felt the
shot, I looked down, and that mosquito
had his hind Jegs bent under him, his
front legs stretched out and braced
against my foot; while the venomous
wretch, holdipg bls mouth full of eplder-
mis and stocking, leaned back, pulled,
and shook his heud savagely, like a bull
terrier, without ever breaking his hold.
Jugt before I kicked him he let go and
gailed around behind my head; while he
Joined the congregation in singlng :—

“ Brethiren, while we sojourn here,
Fight we must, but need not fear,”

1 aatl in silent enduring agony, won.
dering what manner of bird the Mus.
quash mosquito wuas, when suddenly
another one came behind me, cuught
me by the heel, and I thought in my
soul it would pull the leg off me before I
could shake and kick it loose. And then
it dodged about my ears, suapping st
them as it went by, and humming with
great affectation of feeling, * I Would
Not Live Alway.” I was glad that it
felt that sway about it. It lived long
enough to satisfy we, all the same. All
through the service this inhuman ban-

Burdette's Tilt With a Mosquilo.

guet went oo, The mosqulioes that
oo late didu’t stand on earemohby, biit
deew fight up and halped (homoselves,
Y Cut w little eloser to the bone,”’ the old
otiés would say to the new comers,
“you'll find The ment sweeter.” And
closer to the bose it was, T kept up 8
regular tatioo with my feel, until the
senfor deacon eame over and whispered
to me that the Domminion churches Nad
not adopted the New York custom of
applauding the good polnts 1o 8 sermon,
Then I held my feet off the floor and
kicked them stralght out, every time a
new mosguito got the drop on me snod
made o bull’s eye, until » pan sithing in
front of me turned around and sternly
assiired me that if I didn't quit kleking
his wife and ehildren he throw me oub
of the window, I bhad wondéred several
times, In an abstracted sort of 'way, what
the children were orying for. 'Once, in
my suflering, I got my feet up on the
pew and tried to &t on' them, but the
muneuver seemed to afford the young
Indies In that vicinity so mucly amuse-
ment that T had to give it up. I got
hold of a window etlok, and tried spear-
ing the mosguitoes with it, like eels, but
it attrmcted too much attention, and
owing to my nervonsness was a fallure
anyhow, At lsst, elther because they
had enough, or because It wns all gone,
or because the serviee was concluded,
the mosquitoes quit, and the last T henrd
of thom ns they started off toward the
other eide of the room to swarm on
a bald-headed man before he could get
his hab on, they were ginging with the
congregation, * Happy day; happy
day 1" Musquash is one of the plensant-
est plaees in the world, and I think 1t
must import its mosquitoes, I am now
quite content with the Bt. John variety.

-

A Queer Churgh Difeulty.

John Wagner, who resides at Thdinn-
apolls, throngh his atlorney, Ben. F.
Davis, filed & complaint against the Rev.
Vigtor A, Hehinell, paator of the Cath-
olle Church of Clocinnatl, alleging that
in July last, while his wife, together
with their infant daughler Katie, was
on & vislt to Cincinnati; that the said
infanl daughter Katle was, without his
knowledge or consent, by the saild de-
fendant, the Rev. Vietor A, Hchnell,
baptised into the Catholic Church, and
that n record and entry of the snme was
muadde in the church records ; and plain-
tiF demands that sald Vietor A, Behnell
be required to come Into court with the
sald chureh and baptismal record by him
made of the baptism of said infant child,
I{ntie Wagner, and that there and then,
in the presence of the Courl, he be re.
quired to make **erbsure, cancellation
and destruction™ of such church and
baptismal record, and asks such other
relief as the Court may think *“‘meet and
proper.” This ls cortaluly a very peou.
liar case, and s the second case of the
kind ever brought in the Courts of the
United Btates, Franeis T, Hord and
Cooper & Burns;, of Clncinnatl, have

been retained by Father Behnell as his
counsel, and the case will probably be
heard :lurlng the present term of Court.

-

BE EXACT.

Above all things, boys should be eare-
ful to apeak the truth, 1 know several
boys, who perhaps mean well, but who
are eareless in this partioulsr, and when.
ever 1 hear them talk I am afraid I do
not put as much confidence in what
they say as T ought, because I know
their love of approbation and the mar-
velous, and I find mysell making allow-
ance wherever my native sense sees the
need. This is bad; for sometimes we
might make allowance, just where we
ought not to, and wake curselves much
trouble. It mekes wus doubtful, foo,
which is bad,

How quick you know if any one tells
what Is not exactly truthful, and you do
not forget it. Think then that others
regard you in the same way. Our
opinion of others Is, generally, a falr
example of how others regard ws. You
do not mean to be untruthful—of course
you do not; but there are two ways of
telling anything, and If you contract'the
habit of coloring 1t, It will glve you &
great deal of trouble, Bpeak and mot
the truth, and you will never go [ar
astray. .

& A gent.lemnu gives the following
advice In relation to dogs: “If" says
he, “youenter a lot where there is &
viclous dog, be careful to remove your
hat or cap as the anlmal approaches you;
hold the same down by your side, be-
tween yourself and the dog. When you
have done this you have secured perfect
immunity from attack. The dog will
not bite you if this advice is followed.
Boech s my faith in this policy that T
will pay sll doctor bills from dog bites
and funeral expenses for deaths from
hydrophobln

" Apples of the crop “of 1878 snd
those of 1870 are offeyed for sale side by
slde on the fruit stands, Twenty years
ago suchi s sight would have been re.

garded as wonderful, now nobody is
uurprind atlt. The art of keeplong fruit

has sttained & high degree of perfection

in this country within the last decade.

DR. WHITTIER,

No. 502 Penn Stecst, Pittabuegh, Pa.,
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