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Poetr'y,
FAINT HEART.

Bhie stood before him, tall and fair
And graclouns, on that summer’d day,
With June's first roses in her halr,
And on her cherk the Woom of May.
But rosy elieek, and dimpled chin,
And raven Inshea drooping low,
Coneeal the answer e wounld
It might be Yes; would it he No?

win :

Ah, If "t were No—=hia throbbing heart
Blood falrly stlll with sndden pain ;
And If "t were Yes, the world so wide
His deep content could scarce contain.
8o woudroud falr! how could she stoop
To favor such such a one as he 1
Ah, swoet susponse Lhat still leaves hopo !
Ah, pain of sad uncertainty !

iTe held her hand o white and small,
And moved to press it with his lips,

But changed his mind, and lot It fall,
With chillest tonch of finger tips,

And took the seat she offered Lim
Upon the sofa by her side,

Nor made the space between them less,
Which geemed so narrow, yet go wide,

Then gazing on the perfeet [ace,
The dimpled mouth, the serious eyes,
And drinking In with eager enrs
The musle of her low roplics,
He let the bright hours dmn AWAY,
Nor told the secret of his heart,
But when the shadows lengthened lny,
Rose, all reluctant to deoart,

And stammered forth with blushing cheek,
AN eager, timorous request
That she, for old acquaintance sake,
Wonld grant tho rosebud from her breast,
She gave It him, With downoast eyes,
And watched him leave her, with a sigh,
“ Bo good,’* she sald, *'so trne, so wiso ;
Ah me, if he were not so saby !™

A TERRIBLE RIDE.

HAD spent s night in a stage, a day
in a saddle, & night In a sleeping car,
hall & day doing business, hall a day in
bed, and was, after supper, enjoying a
cigar and o newspaper, in the reading-
room of the Redwood House, Fayette,
Indiana. The newspaper was uninterest-
ing, or else I was rather sleepy — and I
guess it was a little of both—so that I
soon neglected it, to wateh the fantastic
oarling of the smoke from my fine.fla.
vored clgar. 1 didn't feel much like
talking, and still less like reading ; but
I did feel as if I wounld like exceedingly
well to hear n good story.

I had barely come to this conelusion,
and commenced wishing for some one
of my acquaintances Lo amuse me till
the time was up for the train which was
to take me to Indianapolis, when I rec.
ognized, in the person who sat next to
me, o fellow.traveler in the sleeping-car
of the night before.

He, too, had laid uside his paper, and
wis apparently, like me, watehing the
gmoke of his cigar, and wishing for ab.
sent friends to keep him company.

He wasa very agreeable-looking little
mun, with a elear, gray eye, light hair,
sundy whiskers, and smillng mouth.—
Indeed, he had so much the appearance
of the mun that 1 would like to hear tell
astory, that T thought Dame Fortune
had smiled upon me, when he recogniz.
ed me with & genial, ** How d'yve do,
stranger ? 7

I returned his salatation, sod asked
him soe common-place questions about
how he had enjoyed the ride we had to.

He sald something {n reply about the
running being too fast for the poor
track, and from this the conversation
ran upon fast travellug In general, for
some time, At lnst T remarked, that

| and, after the modest assurance that

sixty miles an hour was the most speady
traveling that I had ever done,  Where.
upou my frlend Informed me, with o
pleasant but knowing smile, that he had

U traveled conelderably fMster than that,

nnd, in Mmoet, fster than  he hnd  ever
heard of, besldes,
Of course I wans anxious o know

where, how, and when he had done it ;
ho
fenred his tale would not be interesting,
my friend relleved my anxiely by re-

| latlng the following story :

“ 1 am o rllroad engineer. Awny
along in (ifty-seven, during the grent
panie, 1 was runuing on the 1, & €, R,
H.
under, in all directions, Every day we
heard of new failures ; and quite often in
s guarter where we least expected 11—
Our rond was generally looked upon as
one of the most substantial in the nn-
tion} nobody seemed to have any fears
that it would fail to survive the general
mush-up.  But yet 1 did not fully share
in the general confidence. Wages were
out down ; arrearnges collected ;. nnd o
greant many other little mntlers seemed to
indieate o me that the rond had got

Into. rather deeper water than was
angreeable all around.
Among other things, the masier

mechanie had told me in the spring thut
the company had ordered four first ual-
ity Taunton engines for the fall passen.
ger business, The rond was put in the
very best condition, and other prepara-
tions were made to cut down the time,
and put the trains through quicker than
was ever known before, when the
engines should come, Well, there
but one of the engines came.

new
wns

*“1 sald there was but one engine
came ; but she was, In my opinlon, al-
together the best ever turned out of the
Taunton Works ; and that is saying as
much as can be sald in pralse of any en-
gine. Bhe was pul In my charge lm.
mediately, with the understanding that
she was mine.

* It was SBaturday when she came out
of the shop, and 1 was to take a special
train up to Y——- The train was to
carry up the president and several of
the officers of the romd, to meet some of-
flecers of another round, which crossed
ours there, and arrange some important
buginess with them.

“ T had no trouble at all in making
my sixty miles an hour going out. The
engine bandled herself most beautifully.
We were just holding up at Y ‘
when Aldrich, the tressurer, who hoad
come out on the platform to put the
brake on, glipped and fell. As we were
yet under good headway, he was very
much injured, and was carried off to the
hotel insensible.

* According to the president’s diree-
tions, I switched off my train, turned
my engine, and stood ready tostart back
to C—— at a moment’s notice.

“ Aldrich’s presence was of so much
importance that the business could not
be transacted without hime; so all those
I bhad brought out, except the président
and Aldrich, went back to C on
the three o'clock express traln, This
was the last regular teain which was to
pass over the rond until the next Mon-
day.

* Farly in thoe evening I lefi the ma.
chine in charge of my tireman, and
went over to an eating-house, to see if I
conld not spend the time more pleasant.
ly than on my englne, The hours drag.
ged themselves away slowly., 1 was
playing & game of dominoes with the
station agent, when in came Roberts,
the president, in a state of great excite-
ment,

The rallrond companies were golng |

‘¢ Harry,' said he to me, * I want you |

to put me down in C
o'clook.’ :

“ As it was nearly eleven o'clock then,
and the distance was seventy-flve miles,
I thought he was joking at first; but

at twelve

{
|

when we got outside the door,hie caught |

me by the arm, and hurried me along
80 fust that I saw he was in earnest,
“SHurry,' sald he, *if you don’t sel me
down fn C by twelve o'elook, I'm
a rulned man, and this road isa ruin.
el rond, Aldrich is dead : but he teld
m«, before he died, that be had embez.
gled from time to time, five lhundred
thousand of our money ; aud bis clerk
is to start with it, on the twelve o'clock
train for Canada. If we don’t haye the
money on Monddy morning, to make
some payments with, the road goes Into
other hands : and if you put me In C—

at the right (lme, so that 1 save the

money, you ehall bhave five thousand
dollark, Understand it, Harky?  Flve
thousand dollnrs.*

SO0 vourse 1T understood it 1 snw

now the renson why the wages had been
ciib down ;T understood it nll, nnd my
blood bolled. I felt that I would save
the rond IF T lived, and told My, Roberts
80,

LB that you do Bty Harry,’ re-
plied, as he ellmbed upon the step of
the eoneh. which was coupled to my
engline,

Y Usprong up lnto the foot-boned of
my engine, got up the switch-tender Lo
help my fireman, opened the throttle,
aud just as she commencel moving,
looked nl my waleh—I1t was just eleven
o'clock, so that I had one hour to make
my seventyv-five miles in.

“ From T to (! there were few
curves on the road; but there were sev.
eral heavy grades, I was perfeetly  se.
tuainted with every rod of it: so that
I knew exactly what 1 had to encoun-
ter: and when I saw how the engine
moved, 1 felt very little fear for the re-
sult.

“he road, for the first miles, was an
airdine, and 50 smooth that my engine
flew along  with searcely o perceptible
Jur. I wag ko busy, posting myself up,
ns to the amount of wood and water
abhourd, ele,, that we dianced by the flrst
station before I wos aware of It, having
been five minutes oul, and having five
miles accomplished,

1 %ou are losing time !” yelled o voice
from the ecoach. I looked around, and
there stood Roberts with his wateh In
his hand,

YT knew very well, that we would
have to incresse our spesd Ly some
mennsg, Il we earried out our plans of
reaching C-—— by midnight, and looked
around, to see what I could do to ac.
complish that purpose. Hhe was blow-
ing off elenin  flercely at one hundred
and ten pounds: g0 1 turned down the
valve to hundred and ten pounds, for 1
knew we would need it mll to make some
of the heavy grades which Iny between
us and C—,

It was three miles to the next sta.
tion. With the exception of a few
eurves, the trisok was as good ns the last,
As we darted around what commonly
seemed to be a ruther long euive, at the
station, but which was, at our high
speed, short enough, I looked at my
wateh ; and we had done It in two min.
utes and a half.

“Gaining,' T ehouted baek to ltoberts,
who wans yel standing on the platform
of the conch,

** Look out for the heavy grades,’ he
replied, and went inside the car.

“The next six miles rose gradually
from o level the first, to ten and o hall
feel grade the last, which Iny between
ug and the next station. My flreman
kept ber full; and now she began to get
hot. The furpaoe door was red, and
the steam ralsed continually ; so that
she kept her speed, and passed the stn.
tion, like a streak of lght, in five min.
ules,

‘E Now onme nine miles ke the lust ¢
over which she kept pace with her time
and passed the station and n
half minules.

in seven

“ Here, for ten miles, we had a twen.
ty-foot grade to encounter, but the worst
of It all was, at this place we would be
obliged to stop for wood, 1 was just go-
ing to speak to Roberts about It, when I
looked around and saw him filling the
tender from the conch with wood which
had been placed there before starting,
while he was gone after me.

“ [ belleve we would have mude this

ten miles with the same speed as before ; |

but, through the carvelessness
firemen, the fountnin.valve, on the left-
hand side of the engine, got vpened, and
the water rose ln the boller so fast as to
run the steam down to one hundred
pounds, before I discovered where the
difficulty Iny.

of the |

“ At first, Hoberts didn’t appear to |

notice the decrense of speed, and kept at
work at the wood us If for dear life.—
But, presently, he looked up ; and, see-
ing that the speed had decressed, he
shouted :

‘ Harry, we are stopping "'
coming over to where I was, he said;
* Why, here we have been ten minutes
on the Inst ten miles, and I belleve that
we will come to a dend stand-still if
something is not done. The speed is

and then |

conlinually slacking., What i= the mat-
ter ¥'*

‘1 explalned the causke, He was ap-
parently satlaflcl with my explanation,
abd, after having' tled down the safoty-
valve, he climbed wck over the tender,
exhorting me to ' at her through, for
God's suke, or we are all beggara to.
gether !’

“Jusl then we passed the next stu-
tion, having taken nine minules for
elght miles, We were now more than
half over the road; but we had lost
neatrly ten minutes' time, and had et
only twenty-seven minutes to do thirty-
four miles in, i

“ 1 had shut the water ofl’ from  both
my pumps, o little distance back, when
1 disgovered what wis the matter, and
she was now making steam finely down
o slight grade, From less than onpe
hundred, with which we started over
the ten-mile streteh, she had two hun-
dred pounds before we finished it; and,
ns the gnuge indicated vo higher no
higher than that, and the valve was tied
down, 1 ¢ould not tell how much over
two hundred pounds she earried, bul
she certainly carrled none less the rest
of the jourtey. And well might she
carry such an enorinous head of steam :
for, after paselng over that ten miles In
eight minutes, there lay ten miles of
five-feet up-grade, and fourteen miles of

twenty.feet-to-the-mlile depression be-
tween us and ¢ Jand it was now
eleven o'clock and forty.seven min-
utes,

“ Now the engine was hot in earnest.
The furnace door, smoke arch, and
chimney, all were red; while she seem-
ed to fly onward as if the very Evil One
himeself operated her mnchinery.

“HIx minutes earried us over that
ten miles; and we darted by the last
glation that had Jain between us and

C———, Now we hnd fourteen miles
to go, und my time showed 11 o'clock
and 53 minutes,

ST X live,! sadd 1 to myself, ‘T will

muke it And we plunged down that
twenty-foot grade with all steam on.—
Persons who saw the traln on that wild
run, said that it was so soon after they
heard the first gound of her approach,
when the strange object, which looked
a8 if itwasa flame of fire, darted by,
und then the sound of its traveling died
away in the distance, that they could
hardly convinee ihemselves they had
really seen anything, 1l seemed more
ke the erenture of o wild dream than a
sober reality.

“And now let me tell you, that no
engine ever beat the time w2 made on
fourteen miles. Those great wheels, 7
feet In dinmeter, spun around =o swift
that you couldn’t begin to count the
revolutions. The engine barely seemed
to touch the track ns she flew along:
and slthough the track wos as true ss it
was possible for it to be, she swayed
fearfully, nnd sometimes made such
prodigious jolts that it required con-
siderable skill for one to keep his feet.—
No engine could hold together if crowd.
ed to n greater speed.

*Well, Just as I eame to a stand-still
in the depot at C the big clogk
boomed out twelve, and the steamboat
was getling her steunm on.  Roberts got
on board in time and nothing to spare.’*

“ And he saved the money, did he ¥’

1 nsked, when I saw that my friend bad |

finished his story.

*“Yes g he found it hid away in some
old boxes as Aldrich had directed bim,"

*If you are the pussenger for G— "'
suld o waiter, ** the * bus' is ready."*

8o I thanked my friend for his story,
and bade him ** good-by.,’

L L, gentlemen, have you de-

- -
L
UU eided upon your verdiet?"

A Juryman's Grievanoe.
ashed o Judge ln San Franclsco, the
other day, as the jury returned to the
box.

* DId 1 understand that the prisoner’s
name wis Beverance, T, K, Severance ¥
asked the foreman, gloomily,

It s

“Then we breing In o verdlel of mur-
der in the first degree,’’ and the fore-
man rabbed his hands with an expres.
sion of horrible satisfaction,

“ But this jsn’t & murder case,’” said

| the astonished Judge, ** this is un ac-

tion to recover Insurance, What on

earth do you measn ¥"

anee, too—T, H. Beveranes—nand for the
last four yearssome unprineipled wrelch
of the same surmmme has had his wash-
ing done nt the Inundry 1 patronize—
The tesult is that every now and then
I find some of my silk embroldered
handkerchief and four dollar shirts gone
and In place of them aboul the worst
looking lot of old rags on record—

| things mixed, you see.”

* Well, but''—

“1 know what you are golng to say,
but that ain't the point. "The other
Hevernnee, nlways takes back the things
of his I return. Oh! yes; but he freeses
on to my garments ke a mud tartle to
4 worms"'

“ Notwithslanding which’—

I wouldn't aminded It o much, but
the cold-blooded approprintor always
keeps posted ns to when 1 chunge my
Chinaman, snd the next week follows
with his wash too. Why, I've beeh
clear round to all the wash-houses in
the city six times alrendy—this fellow
aflter me like a sleuth hound.”

‘ Really, Mr. Foreman, this is all
very well, but"—

1 even went so far, your honor, as
to change my name — wotually had all
my underclothes marked Cungleburg—
Julius G, G, Gupgleberg—just think of
it—but what did this wreteh do but find
it out; and change his'n, and before I
knew it he had gathered in six more of
my brand new shirts and a set of po-
Jamas, It's no use rpcommending him
to mercy. I've explained (he whole
thing to the jury, and they all agree he
ought to be hanged before sunrise to-
morrow, if the Sherifl’ can fix things on
time,"" and there was a universal roar of
indignation from sympathetic specia-
tors ns the Judge ordered a new trial,
and put the foreman under heavy bonds
{0 keep the peace.

- a—

Carried Her Point.

Ban Franciseo has witnessed a scene
which hos ereated much fun, but more
profanity In every post-office in the U.
H., “* A female argonaut of fearful vi-
tality,” we redd in the San Franclsco
* Bulletin,™ “a tall and extremely ugly
female called at the post-office, tendered
ninety-nine coppers to the urbane clerk
and asked in lien thereof thiree cent
atamps, The official remarked that he
could only recelve four coppers as  le-
gul tender, and at the expense of a deal
of precious time endeavored to convinee
the young lady that he was guided by
certain rules, and had no Iatitude in the
mutter,

‘““Bhe waned wroth, snd remarked
that when, in the course of human
events, United SBtutes eoin was to be re-
fuged by u United States official, she
thought her forefathers had died In
vain, and she considered It ber duty to
bring the government to account.

“Then she paced the corridor, of the
post-ofMice until she had made thirty-
three separale tenders of the coppers
nnd obtained thirty-three three.cent
stamps, Durlng her transsctions with
the elerk she gave him much unsolic.
ited advice, and otherwise contributed to
enjopment of a little knot of spectators.
Tbe clerk acted the gentleman throngh-
out.'’

g Muark Traln visited Niagira and
was sadly troubled at the various signas
he saw posted up. e says: ** To tell
the plain truth, the mulitude of signs
aonoyed me, It was because I noticed
at last that they always Lappened to
prohibit exactly the very thing I was
Just wanting to do. I desired to roll
on the grass ; the signs prohiblted it. 1
longed to smoke ; the sign prohibited it.
And I was just in the act of throwing a
slone over (o astonish and pulverize

| such parties ns might be pienicing be-

low, when a sign I have just mentioned
forbade that. Even thint salisfaction was
denfed me (and I a friendless orphan ), —
There wis no resoure: now bt to seek

' ponsolation in the flowing bowl. I drew

| memory at that oritical moment.

“Don’t make any difference,’ growl- |

ed the forean, ** My name i Bever.

my flesk from my pocket, but it was all
in vain, A slgn confronted me, and
sifd :

8 No drinking allowed on the prem-
s’

* On that spot I might have perished
of thirst but for the saviog words of an
honored maxim that flitted through my
AN
slgns fall in adry time," Common law
takes precedence of the statutes, I was
svedl,



