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BIRD SONG.

Protty—preity ! Pretty—protiy !
Rythmical and sweet, and clear,
In the May-time of the year—

Protty—preity !—

Bang the rod-bird all unscen,

In the dusky branches green—
Bang an of some aweetheart deur,

Pretty—pretty—pretiy !

Pretty—pretty ! Preity—pretty !
With a thythm more elear and sweet,
Did the mocklog-wren repeat—
Pretty—pretty 1—
Pleansd, I Hstened to the words,
Imitating both the birde,
As 1 stayed my wandering feet—
Pretty—pretty—protty !

Pretty—pretiy !
Pretty In my memory’s view—
Memory ever fond truo—

Pretty —pretty ' —

Beamed Lenora, so that then,

Like the red.bird and the wren,

I must needs be slnglng, too,
Protby—pretty—pretty !
W. L. BnoEMAKER,

Prolly —pretty !

A WOMAN'S ADVENTURE.

RERVILLE was one of the sober 1it-

tle American towns which o cer-

tain eclass of novelists go delighted to

select as n geene of their romances, and

whiech frequently lie asleep for so long o

period of time that it Is a positive bless.

ing when something out of the ordinary

course of events happens, to awake them
out of their state of lethargy.

Orprville had been asleep for almost
twelve years, when an event ocourred
which together with the attendant inei-
dents, completely aroused the whole
town,

Oreville was situated on Lake Wano.
nn, one of the most charming little
sheets of water in our inland States. In
a secluded valley, shut out, as it were
from all the rest of the world by the
surrounding hills, with a solitary mnjes-
tic mountain keeping silent wvigil over
the slumbering scene, lay the beautiful
lake, and, on its margin, the miniature
town, The spot was all that a poet
might fancy, or a romantic lover sigh
for; and when there was advertised ** A
new summer resort, the Orrville House
at Orrville,” with every accommoda-
tion, &e., &o., It i8 nolb surprising that
many persons, who had been struck by
the surpassing beauty of the place, ns
they caught a flylng glance of it in the
whizzing train, should respond immedi-
ately to the opportunity, and engage to
spend the summer or autumn months at
so charming n resort.

Among the earlier guests at the Orr.
ville House, were Charles Lacy, a tal.
ented young barrister of limited means,
Colonel Harris, and a Mr., Van Haven,
a handsome young merchant of New
York.

Charles Lacy and Muattie Harris hiad
been playmates in their ehildhood ; but
the former had removed from his native
place in his fifteenth year, and had never
met the sweetheart of his boyish days
untll tme had transformed him Into the
full stature of & man.2Both were now so

Orrville as entire strangers, and were
only recoguized to one another by the
mention of their names and places of
resldence. The acquaintance, thus re-
newed, ripened into ardent love, and
Charles Lacy considered himsell the
luckiest fellow on earth.

“ Did you hear the news, Mattie ¥
asked Lacy, one morniog, ns his be.
trothed seated herselt at the breakfast
table by his side.

“Noi; what jait?,’

Johnson & Co., bunkers in this town,

have been robbed of over one hundred
thousand dollars !

“Youdon't say so!
eur ¥M

* Home time during the earlier park
of the morning, The thief, whoever he
is, made n pretty fulr haul of lt—left the
firin with a very smnll sum for g own
pocket-book. It was a private banking
house, and involves many of the lead-
ing persons of the town.™

* And they haven't gecnred the guilty
parties ¥

“Nos and are not likely to do so
eitber. Men who take such goodly
sums 08 this generally secure u sale av-
enue of esonpe, But I ean tell you this,”
he added, lowering his volee, and inelin-
lng his head toward her, ** génsplelon falls
on the Orpville House, but no one indi.
vidually, ns far as I am aware of.”

Jugt then o waiter ploeed u letter by
his side, saying :

“ Momething for My, Lacy.™

it rend thus:

“Come (o Dalion at once, Your
presence I8 needell immedintely at My,

When did it oo

Greenups. Do not delny. A H
“What is this¥ Come to Dallon at
once! A, H. Who can that person

be? DButI'll go."

“ I'm oealled away for o Hittle while,
Mattie,"" he said, in explanation, replne-
ing the note in the envelope, ** but ex-
pect to be baok soon, T must go forth-
with," and pressing her hand, he left
the breakfast-room hurriedly packed the
necessary artleles in his valise, and was

ot the station just in time to catoh the
morning train,
] & " ] 1 u "
It was evening, The ecalm round

moon gmiled npon the plucid litte lake
in all her pensive glory. Nature breath-
eld her soft musical murmurings, and
everything seemed to whisper ** Peace,
peace,*’

Bt the heart of Mattie Harris knew
anything but peace ns she left the gy
crowd of thoughtless dancers In the
brilliantly lighted hotel, for an atmos.
phere more in harmony with her sad-
dened spirit, Her heart was very heavy
to-night. She wandered listlessly down
to the water’s edge. A little boat lay
moored there. Bhe seated hersell in it;
where she felt ghe could be undlgturbed
in her lonely meditations, Her thoughts
soon found utterance ;

11

“What 0 change!' she murmured,
*what a change from our happy condi-
tion of n week ago! I ean hardly re
alize it! A bank robbed, and Charles
arrested as the perpetrator of the rob.
bery and thrown Into prison. How
could they ever suspect him ¥ Yet the
¢lreumstances are very myslerious, and
a hasty investigation points to him, It
is evident to me, though, that he only
left Orrville temporarily, that he was
called away. Btrange that he should
have destroyed the letter, and that it
turns out that there is no such person as
Greenup in Dalton! It is not at all
strange that he should have become ex-
cited when a couple of men laid their
hands on him as he was getting out of
the train, and told him ho was a thief,
and was wanted immediately at Orr-
ville. Who wouldn't get excited under
such circumstiances ¥ What nonsense
they allege! They say he might have
written the note himself, and passed
through the post. But I know that he
has not the least link of connection with
the aflhir ; and the authorities had no

right to commit him to prison, when he |

can obtain ball from ball & dozen differ.
enl persons, But the people here are so
excited that they will listen to noth.
ing.” A tear trickled down her pale
cheeks, * Pshaw! I'll not be such a
baby ; all will be right yet.”

Bhe sat in the boat uutil the lights in
the different departments of the hotel
gradunlly disappeared, and was just
about to rise snd return to the house,

| when a figure, coming down the path
completely changed that they met ut |

towurds her induced her to retain her
seat, The figure proved to be that of
the young merchant, Mr. Van Haven.—

| Mattie bad always been attracted by the

bandsome face and winning manpers of
the gay New Yorker and rather enjoyed
bis soclely than otherwise. Bo she re-
madned seated until be took his place by
her side,

* Let’s row out upon the lake," said
Van Haven, without an unnecessary
* Good evening,” as he raised the oars
and pulled gently from the shore. * It
is a very quiet night, and we shall not

be disturbed. Maost of the folks have re-
tred. We must move caulionsly,”

Y Why " questioned Mattie, rather
surprised at this remark.

“Why? Do you want to betray
yourself
* Betray mysell ¥ Why, whai are

you talking nbout ¥**

Just then the moon, which had been
shining on hils baek, fell full upon his
facey and revealed n countensnce with
nan unugual strange expression, and th
the great astonishment of Mattie. the
fact that her compruion was asleep | —
Vin Haven hod been known to wallk in
liks sleep and perform n great many mar-
vellous fents while In that condition;
find Mattle Harrls herself had happened
to meet him once while enjoying a
somnambulistio mmble.  Bo she wasn't
nt nll frightened by the clrouinstances
under which she suddenly found herself
placed, bt was somewlhat astonished ;
and being n young lady of n good deal of
mischiel and possesssdl of the usuul
nmount of curlosity, of course she deter-
mined to let her companton conlinue on
his noeturnal excarsion,

“What nre you talking about ¥ re-
pented Mattie, her snddened fentures giv-
ing place to an amused smile,

*You know well enongh what I am
talking nbout, Jim. We must secure it
to-night. It may be found where we've
hidden it, and that would be the last of
us. Thut letter was a sharp thing of
ours, wasn't it? I tremble lest Lacy
may be cleared—though, then suspieion
would geek some other party. Bo we'd
better find some other quarters as soon
ns we can possibly do so without cans-
ing any comment upon it; and, of
course,we will not let the money remain
where it s now."

At the mention of Laey’s name, and
“money,” Mattie's mind, which for
the past week bad been invariably
coupling those words together, caught
engerly at the sugpicion thus aroused;
and her very frame shook as the light of
n great disclosure suddenly flashed upon
her. She had found one of the guilty
puarties, concerned In the bank robbery,
and could liberate her lover!

The discovery wans almost too much
for her, A dim mist suffused her eyes,
Bhe elutehed engerly for the side of the
bont, DBut she soon recovered from the
firat shoclk, yet did not permit herself {o
spenk, she trembled so violently,

Van Haven continued ;

“'We must leave to.morrow; don't
you think so ¥

“Yea" venfurned Mattie. Now let’s
be quiet, for fear we should be henrd, ™

*All right.”!

They moved slowly and noislessly
acrogs the rippling waters of the lake,
until they reached the opposite shore,
The woods hung darkly over the tran-
quil depths, and all wns quiet. Van
Huaven tied the bont and stepped nshore,
followed silently by Mattie. He led the
way toa dense thicket of underbrush,
pausing a moment to nssure himsell
that they were alone, Having satisfied
himself of this point, he took u few
steps forward, and cautiously raised a
large stone, Under it lny & casket, He
picked it up and replaced the stone,

S enrry Bt sald Mattie, with avid-
lous engerness, feeling confident that if
she once got possesgion of the stolen
money all would be well with her.

“Very well,” sald the somnambulist
und consigned thd easket to her keeping.
“ Now let us go to the bostaguln,and we
will finish the arrangement of our plans
a8 we cross over to Orrville,”

Mattie considered it a matter of pru.
dence to agreeand [ollowed her sleeplng
compunion to the lake. He took his
sent In the boat and lvosening the chain
from the sapling, enjoining his asso.
ciate to maintain perfect silence until
they should be out on the lake, He

seemed to think that all was well, and |

shoved ofl’ from the shore,

Mattle stood in the moonlight and
watched the boat and its solitary onrs-
man untll they both were concealed
within the dark shadow of the moun-
taln, behind which the moon was fast
hiding herself.

“1'm safe now " she said, with a joy-
ful bound, DBut what shall Ido? I'm
balf o wile from any house, and have
no means of crossing the lake, There's
o rond here somewhere, though, which
leads to the town, I'll walk to the hotel
If it takes till morning! There is no
time to be lost.”

| in New York I have often known

Ho snylng, she began her search for
the rond, which wns soon found: and,
after four hours of rapld walking, for
which the exeltement of the ooeasion
lent the requisite amount of strenglh,
she renched Orville,

Bhe lost no time in informing the au.
thorities of the town of her singular ad.
venture, producing the enskel for their
examination In proof of her statement:

Early In the moraing, before mokt of
the guests hind avisen the Orrville House
wis surrounded by hialf o dozen men,
e¢vidently Intent upon the capture of
some one within, Presently Van Haven
maude his appearance on the ground floor
vernndah, apparently unconsclous that
anything wus wrong, The sight of the
police quickly undecelved hilm; it was
up with him. He was handeoifed at
once without any ceremonious notifien-
tion of the reason why he was thus
rudely dealt with, Mattie came down
Just then, after o short sleep,and was re-
quested to follow, when (he officers
started down the atreet with thelr pris-
oner in custody, attended by u large
crowd of exeited spectutors, which had
wOON l‘l'rl'l[.!‘l'l”‘ﬂ‘ﬁh'l‘.

A preliminsry exnmination convineed
all parties of the gulll of Van Havan,
but did not exonerate Lacy from com-
plicity in the affair, Thesubsequent in-
vestigntion, however, fastened the gullt
upon two parties, Van Havan and n
James Thompson, an Orrville man,
with whom the former had been on
terms of suspiclous Intimacy.

OF course nll redress wns made to My,
Laey for the hasty opiniona of the peo.
ple concerning him, and was aceepted
by him as satigfactory. But a more ma-
terinl expression of the thanks of the
bunkers wins muade, when Mr, Johnson
himgelf, the senior partner of the firm,
rose in the police court and said :

“Thot in consideration of the surpris.
ing good sense and bravery of Miss
Hurrls in securing the guilty parties in
this robbery, it beeame his pleasant
duty to present in the name of the firm,
to the former, the sum of ten thousand
dollars, and that the latter the sum of
fifteen thousand dollars, and that he
could aceept no refusal.’’

We need not attempt to deseribe Lthe
applouse and good feeling ellcited by
these remanrke—that {8 left to the imng-
ination of the reader,

No elamorous demonstrations of grat-

itude were mnade by elther of the récip-
lents of these,prineely gifts; but both ex-
pressed thelir thanks in o single sentence
und retired from the court together smid
the ncolamation of the crowd,

Three weeks aftarwards, Orrville was
golug wild over a gay weddiog, snd had
notunlly awakened out of fts long Rip
Van Winkle sleep; and the happiest
couple in town were Charles Lacy and
Mattie Harris.

A Strange Wedding Fee.

M}\.\'Y years ago, n New York minis-

ter was walting io the office of &
lawyer who was one of his members,
ehutting on varlous subjects and ns the
pastor happened to speak of the hard
times, and the dilatoriness of thechurch
in paying his small salary, the lnwyet
remarked ;

 Now I hardly agree with you, pas-
tor, in your nssertion that ministers are
paid less for thelr work than any other
class of professional men, They have n

| Ereat denl given to them in one way or

un other, donation partles, Christmas
presents, ete. Then the ltem of wed-
ding fees, which you seldom hear them
speak about, but which must amount to
quite a sum, several hundred dollara In
the course of the year, brings them in a
good revenue. ™’

* Do you think g0 ¥ sald the clergy-

man. ** Now, come right down to dots,
what do you suppose is the average fee
that I recelve ¥”

I should say twenty dollars was a
low estimate,” sald the lJawyer. ** Here
per-
sons Lo give one hundréd dollars, and a
fifty dollar fee is quite common, but
considering the fact that you murry a
good many of the poor, or those who
ure wodemtely well off, as well as the
rich, I should think, as I sald, that
twenty dollars was a pretty low aver
uge,"’

“That caleulation is rather large,”
sald the minister, * but still I cannot
tell exactly, all I have received this
year.”

¥ No, I presume not.'"" said the law-
yer. *' I have noticed that ministers

don’t generally know how much they
bave recelved, when the sum Is pretty
large, but 1 rather think they would if
it was nsmall one. But 1 will tell you
what I will do, I will give you ten
dollars for half your next fee, and I
don't believe I shinll Jose anything by
it elther. Do you aceept that 7**

T'he minister hesitated & moment and
then gnid : ** Yes; well, yes: “I'll ne-
eept thnt—ten dollars for half the next
fee.’”

He soon bade him good morning and
went home to his dinner. While he
gl il the table the bell rang, and the
servant eame in saylng a man at the
door wished {o see him . moment. Me
found a rough-looking farmer slanding
there, who aocosted him thus :

*Clood morning, Dr. A. Ieamein to
gee If you could just tle me up, this
morning. Sal and I hbave been talking
about it & good while, and we've come
to the conclusion that 'tain’t any use to
walt any longer,™ L

YO yes,' sald the doctor ; ** walk in,
walk in. Where do you want to be
married ¥

“Night here,’' sald the farmer, *if
you're willin®., Hal's in the wagon, and
I'll bring her in.”

8o he brought in a blooming country
maid, and the minlster, who had doiled
his gown and slipped on hls best coat,
maode them one, in his most iwepressive
style, After the ceremony and the con-
gratulations, the farmer salid :

“ About the fes, minister; we hain’t
got much money, but I thought your
children might be fond of pups,”

Suying which he tipped up o small
box, and out rolled a little white pup on
the piano,

The minister eould scarcely contain
his mirth, but thanked the bridegroom
and told bim the children would be
glad of it, and bade him a plensant good
morning. He finished his dinner, then
putting the pup carefully back into the
box, he sfarted with it under his arm
for the lawyer's ofMce,

His friend was quite surprised to see
hiim so soon agnin, but the pastor re
lieved his curlosity by saying :

1 hind no ldes when I aceepted your
offer this morning that I should have
come 80 soon to clalm it and I hardly
think 1 should have accepted it so
quickly, had I known I was to marry a
couple to-day, and reccive such an un-
usnal and unexpected fee. Generally
there is not much difference in themgbut
this was a perfect surprise to me.”

“No backing out, mow,” said the
lawyer; *‘ that bargain was fair, and
spunre, and you must hold to it, Here's
your ten dollars; hand over the fee.”

The minister demurred a moment.and
told him he should beware how he made
rish promises again; but finally, une
fastening the cover of the box, said.
“ All right, I'll stand by the bargain,”
tumbled out the pup upon the lawyer's
desl, and with the blandest smile upon
his face, waving his hand and bowing
politely, he said: **Here is the fee,
which half will you take ¥"

The blank look of amazement and
disgust which overspread the counte-
nance of the lawyer, as he looked at
the roll of puppiness, was amusing to
Bee,

“* You don’t mean It—that you mar-
ried o couple and that was your fee ¥

“Indeed it was,” sald the minister,
“ and the man who presented it thought
ha was dolpg o handsome thing !’

Then with & hearty laugh the Iaw[)'ur
handed him the gold plece, and told him
that he thought he hnd nothing more
to say in regard to the enriching of
ministers by wedding fees. — Baptis!

Weekly.
-

How Prairie Dogs Got Waters.

It has always been a subject of c¢uri.
osity and lnquiry as to how and where
prairie dogs, living on the prairie, fur
away from any river or stream, obtain
thelr water, Mr. F. Leech, formerly
of Mercer county, Pa., and a frontiers-
man of experience, ass :«rts that the dogs
dig their own wells, each village having
one with o concenled opening. It mat-
ters not how far down the walter may
be, the dogs will keep on digging untli
they reach it. He knows of one such
well two hundred feet desp, and having
a clrcular stalroase leading down to the
waters. Every time a dog wants to
drink he descends the staircase, which,
congidering the distance, Is no mean
tusk. \
display a8 much pluck as In resisting
the eftorts of settlers to expel them from
the land of their progenitors,

In diggivg for water the animals




