wway, Thut was the end of 1t ull, M,
Floyd, ™
“Youmean that Blmms' murderer

was never found ¥

“Noever,” wdd Beardsley, ** though
detective® wera bronght down from
tichmond and set on thetrack, Thelr
theory— n plaugible one snough too-—
was that Bloims il been followed from
New York by men who knew the Inrge
stm he earrled from the mees, and that
they had robbed and muered him, and
readily esceaped through the swamps. "

I pever was oy bellef,”” ld Dy,
Soebefler, ** that he woas murdersd at all,
Itwas hinted that he had stopped in a
enmbling house in New York, and there
dost whatever sum he bad won at the
wiees: and that rather than meet his
fnmily in debt, and penniless, he blew
oul his braine in the st lonely place to
which he enme, That explanation was
plaln enough. ™

S 3What wae the epd of the
fur as Miss Waring
maloed,

“Unfortuontely, it never has Lo an
ondd, " snid Mes, Benrdsley, ** The mys-
fery remadne, Bhe wos 1l afterward;

mdewl, it was years befora she regained
virer bodily strength as before.  But her
wnind had never been unhinged, ss Panl
Merrick thought,  He waited patiently,
thinking that some day her reason
would return, and she would comne back
1o hilm, But Louiss Warlng was  per-
feotly sane even in the midst of her ngo-
my on that night, From that day until
mow she has never by wonrd, or look
stiven nny elue by which the reason of
dier pefusal o moery him  could be dis-
«overal, Of course the murder and her
sbinge conduct produced o grent exeibe
ment in thi= quiet neighborhood. Bt
vou can bmuglne all that, I slmply
have given you the fuets which bear on
o heease,’

“The flvst suspicion, 1 suppose, festid
ol Mertick ¥°7 1 said,

*Yes. The patuml explanation of
hier conduet was that shie had  witnessed
an encounter in the woods between
Simme and her lover, in which the old
man was killed,  Fortunately, however,
Paul Merrick had not left the house
once during the afternoon uniil e went
out with me to meet her, "’

“* Aud then Miss Waring was seleoted
as (e gailiy party ¥

No one answered for o moment.
Young Scheffer lny with his arm over
Uiis faee, which had grown so worn and
Yinggnrd as the story was tolid that T
donbted whether his affection for the
wirl bad been the slight matter he chose
to represent it.

SN0, said Beardsley : “she never
wis openly accused, nor even subjected
thany publiv interrogation. Bhe came
to the house in the opposite direction
from the spot. whers the murder took
place.  And+there was no rational proof
that she had any cognizanee of it.  But
there were not. wanting busy  bodies to
suggest that she had met Bimms in the
woods, and at some proffered insalt from
Him had fired the fatal shot,"'

His wife's fair old face flushed. ** How
can you repent such absurdity. MoCor.
mack ¥ she aald. Y Loulsa Waring
whns 68 llkely to go armed as—as 1!
knlitlng vehemently at o woolen stock-
ing she had Leld idly until now,

* 1 know It was absurd, my dear, But
you know a= well as 1 that though it
wias but the mere breath of suspicion, it
diks always clung to the girl, and set her
apart, us it were, from other women,™

* Whal effect did that report have on
Mervick ¥ 1 nukad,

“ The elleot it would have on any
man deserving the name,” said Beards-
ley,  “1f be Joved her passionately be-
tore, she has been, 1 belleve, doubly dear
to him sipee.  But she has never allow-
ol him to meet her sinee that night,”

“ You thiuk her fecling is unchanged
for him ¥

* I have nodoubt of it,"" Mra, Beards.
tey sald. *There is nothing in Lou’s |
auture out of which you conld make n
heroine of tragedy. After the first
shock of that night was over she wus
just the commonplace lttle body she
was before, mud could not help showing
how Jond she wus of her old lover, Dut
she quietly refused to ever see him
again, " -

* Merrick went ubroad three yesrs
ago, " interposed ber hushand,  ** 1 et
vou into u secret, Floyd, 1've deter.
anlned there shull bean ond of this folly.
€ hinve beard Mrom him that he will be
ot home vest week, and is as flrm as
ever in his resolve to marry Miss War-

slory so

Ie oomeerned ¥ 1

ing. 1 brought her here so that she
vould not avoll wmeetibg him. Now if |
you, Floyd, could only manage—could !
look into this matter before the meeting
and seC it to rights, elear the poor child
of this wretched susplelon  that bhangs |
about Ber. Well, now you know why 1 1
have told you the story." '
“ You bave certainly a sublime fuith |
in Mr, Floyd's skill,"" said Scheffer with |
o disagrecable laugh, ** 1 wish him suc.
cesy,”!  HMe pose with diffiguliy, and |
wrapping his shawl about bim, went
feebly out of the room.

“ Willlm i souned through bis long |
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i Bl'!ll'dﬂl'l"' hnmnal W sy
apologeticnlly, “ And he cared niore
for Lou (han I supposed. We were
wroig to firing likin dn this morning "'
and he hureiéd oot to help him up the
stnlrs,  Mra. Besydaley Inid down her
knltting, nnd glaneed  cautionsly about
her. T wnw thit the vital point of her
testimony hud beet omitted until now,

Srthink ity but rght to tell you—
nobody hae ever heard It before'' —gome
ing close to me, her old face guite pale.--
“When I undressed Loulsa that night
her shioes and stookings were stained and
a long reddish halr clung to her gleeve,
Nhe haeld trodden over the bloody gound.,
and hanclled  the murdered  man,'*
Concluded next week,

UNCLE ZEKE'S CONSCIENCE.

OME years ago there moved (o the
S neighborhood of Uncle Zeke's enbin
a getitleman from New York, whose
identity may be disguised under the
name of Bmith, The new.comer en-
gnged vigorously In farming, and by
lHbeml employment and prompt pay-
ment soon giined the goodawill of all
the colored men around him. Uncle
Zeke In purtfoular wae never weary of
chinnting his praise, and many o bushel
of oystera did Ezekiel convert into money
at Bellevue, ns Bmith's estate was called,
But all the good-will of hils humble
neighbors did not sullice to proteot Mr.
Smith from  pilforings. Shonfs would
dissuppenr mysteriously during the night,
geese and turkeys would take wing for
parts unknown, and in particular the
corn-erib would frequently show by
unmistakable signs that its sanctity had
been violated, To the story of these
various logses would Unele Zeke incline
n aym pathetic car, and hiy * Well, now,
who ever heat de like o' dat? colar to
goodness 'l' 4e yere boys Is gitbin® wusser
an’ wusser, " evidenced alike his detesin.
tion of the exime and his contempt for
Lhe oftender,

Simith's patience was al lnst exhousted,
and he determined upon vigorous
mensures for the protection of his prop-
erty.  His first experiment was to place
0 lurge spring rat-trap, artistioally con-
venled in o Lieap of shelled corn, elose by
the cat hole in the ecorn-crib door, ex-
pecting that the unwary thief, plunging
his hand recklessly through the hole
into the heap, wotlld be caught and held
til some one came to set him free. Bl
lo! next morning the trap was found
sprutig and the heap of eorn diminished,
but the thief had vanished and left no
trace hehind.

At Inst 0 good-sized box arrived from
New York, and the next day the local
carpenter was ordered to fix two brass
handles to the corn-crib; one to be put
alongslde the door for convenlence, us
Mr. Bmith publioly explained, of steady-
ing one’s kelf while turning the other.
The second handle had a latch attached
to it by which the door was secured on
the ingide, and was set in such a position
that any one turning it must hold on by
the other knob to prevent belng thrown
backward by the opening door. Both
handles were profusely decorated with
glnss, and elicited much admiration from
the hands, who submitied them to a
eritical examination. The ecarpenter's
work being finished, Bmith, in presence
of all his colored employees, solemnly
repented, In front of the corn-crib, the
first two lines of the second book of
Virgil's Tneld, and announced that
his corn wns thenceforwand secure, A
hox, stuted to contaln seeds, was that
afternoon deposited in the crib, and
during the early parl of the ensulng
night the proprietor of Bellevue scoretly
busied himself with a eoil of insulated
wire.

Numerous and diverse were the specu.
latlous nmong the darkies. JinnOankley

“Tlowed Mis, Smith done ‘witched dat
ur corn-house, sho 'nuff.  Tell you,gem-
men, you touch dem ‘ere handles. evil
spetits carry you 'way. Nosuch ting's
evil sperit? How you know dere no
such ting ¥ Hush, boy’; go see what de
Bible say bout dem ting.” Pete Lee
“didn’t Wlieve in no sperits; got a gun
fix somewhere lnside dat house; turn
de boandle an’ de gun go off. Been dem
tings afore up country, when I live in
Goozleum.” Another theorist averred
that ** while Mis' Bmith sayin’ dat ar
Heripter ober dem handles, he seen a
white pigeon come s sallln’ roun’an’
roun’ un’ roun’ and dome lght on de
peak o’ de corn-honse roof. High ! tell
you, Bar, sumpln up, sho.”

Unele Zeke, like the rest, wns troubled
In his mind, but, unlike his fellows, he
determiind to wasie no time in specula.
tlon, but to seek his Information direct
from head-quarters, Prepared with half
a bushel of vysters, us an excusa for con.
versation, he sought an interview with
Mr. Bmith, and boldly propounded his
questions,

MR Smilth, what you been sdoin
o dat ar erib o' yourn ¥’

“Why, Unele Zeke, whatdo you want
to know for ¥

= 0h, nuffin, Bar; sorter curus like,
Flearn all de boys talkin 'bout it—neber
vee naflin like dat afore,”

* Well, Uncle Zeke, I can't very well

l
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expliin It (o you; but I Just advise
xou—«don’tmnntmmb after durk

OF YOUL iy, b0 won't
ke, Ahd.ﬁ l:::ud; teu
volving many things in his mind.

It was mldnight — the bour when
ahurel yurds are sald to yawn, not with
oxhaustlon, but returning animntion.—
In front of the enchanted corn:house
stood Brother Egekiel, u lengthy pole in
his hand, and a capaclous menl bag over
s shoulder. In silent meditation he
stood for some five minutes, delibernting
on the best plan of attack. The great
Newfoundland watch-dog bounded to-
ward him, evidently in rejoleing wel
come, “Forth from pocket the old man
drew a savory bit of frled bacon, which
the fulthless Bos'en engerly devoured,
The reflection ended, the dog lny von-
tentedly on the ground, and watehed
the subsequent proceedings with the alr
of n totally dsinterested observer.

“Clar 10 goodness, now,'” muttered
Uncle Zeke, ** wish't T un’stood 'bout
dis ting. Can’t be no spring teap like n
Ing’ thme, kase how he gwine to spring
froo de do'? Ke! ke! Done bodder
Mis* Bmith sho” nufl’ when he find dal
ole rat {rap sprong and nuffin coteh. -
High! Can® fool disger chile wid no
traps, No, Har! done see too much for
dat.™

Unele Zeze paused, scratched his head
meditatively, and then resumed his
sollloguy :

Well, T declare’, ef disser don' bent
presching’! Mus' be agun in dar, Ef
aln' no gun, den dere ain.t nufMn dere—
all foo’shness, Anyway, I's gwine for
try him."

Unele Zeke threw his bgg to the
ground, stepped to one side of the house,
nnd with his pole struck a sharp blow
on the brass knob nearest him, Noth-
ing followed, He pried ngainst it with
hils stick, but still without effegt. He
went to the other gide of the house, and
repeated his experiments on  the second
kunob, but still all remained quiet,

Uncle Zeke now drew from his pock-
el a skeleton key, mounted the Ilmdder,
and in a trice had opened l.lw padiock
which held the door.

“Dar now, jus’ '8 T tought. De bosa
done humbug dem fool nigger, make nm
tink disser house 'witched, Aln’ nuffin
dnr, sho nuff,”

The old darky reached up and cou.
tiously turned the handle, The door
opened a little, and, casting away all
fear, Uncle Zeke boldly rénched for the
other knob, to steady himsell while he
swung back the door,

Literally like a flash of lightuing the
electric discharge passed through him,.—
The myseles of his fingers contracted,
and he could not release his hold of the
enchanted handles. At lnst his feet
slipped from the ladder, and the weight
of his body tore his hands adrift. Like
a log the old man dropped to the ground
and lay groaning, praying, and gen-
erally bewildered.

“Oh, de lawsgoramily !
heabenly Marster! Who eber Cought
o'dat! My conse’ence done wake up!
Heern 'bout it often, an’ now I knows
it. Oh, my heabenly Marster! ef you
lets up on me dis time, Uncle Zeke
neber touch nuffin no mo', Clar to
goodness 1's & change’ man f'om dis
day, B—r-or-rro—" And what with
the shock, the fright, aud the fall, Uncle
Zieke's senses seemedd leaving him.

Y Frekiel I snld o solemn voice, In-
stinctively Unecle Zeke answered, * Fere
me,”” and looked in the direction of the
sound. O, horror! A figure clad in
white was nearing him with slow and
solemn steps. As themysterious visitor
approached, it seemed to rise until it
towered to the helght of at least ten
feet., 'The wretched BEzekiel, on his
hands and knees, his eyes protruding,
and his jaw dropped, remained us if
paralyzed,

Buddenly the phautom bowed itself,
and its hend descending with ineredible
swiftness, smote the unfortunate Uncle
Zeke senseless to the earth.

Three days later, as poor Uncle Zeke
lay, racked with rheumatism aud tor-
mented spiritoal fear, upon his bed in
the single room at his cabin, the door
opened, and in walked Mr. Bmith of
Bellevue,

“ Good-morning, Unale Zeke. Why,
what’s the matter with you, old man ¥"'

“0Oh, Mls’ Bmith ! ob, Mis' Smith,
I done had somo turrible sperences Iate-
ly. Deangel ob de Lord done wrastle
wid me, an' my consc’ence done woke,
an’', oh, my beabenly Marster, 1's one
sufferin’ sinner. Mis® Smith, Is you bin
—Is you done—Is you m-miss any ting
wid dat sr e-corn-house o' yourn ¥

“No, Indeed, Uncle Zeke; nobudy
been near it., Every thing all right
now."’

*An' nobody done touch de loek?
Do' lock’ ebery mornin’ ¥

“* Yes, Indeed. Why, who do you
think would touch it, old man #"’

Unele Zeke answered not, but his lips
moved convulsively, a8 he mutiered,
* Knock me down fus, an' den. lock de
do”"an’ took de key. Now I Znows It
wasde angel ob de Lord," — Harper's
Magaszine jor April.

Oh, my

—

Paying for ua mu-.

Not many ynu ago, whe s lofty
budlding was en the polut of completion,
fhe mason who was finidhing the highs
eat portlon was In the hibiy o, whistling
to the lnborer who attended him whens
over he wanted s fresh supply of lime,
and, 1s the seaffold on which he wrought
was mather small, this ocourred very
often during & day's work. A Joiner
who was fitting In & window lmmediate
Iy undernoath, noticing Pat answer du-
fifully to every whistlefrom the mason,
thought of playing s trick on him by
imitating the whistle, and thus brought
him up with a hodfal of Hine when there
was no room for it. The mason told
Wat that he had not whistled, so he had
1o other alternintive than to trudge back
with his load. This having ocdeurred
for the third tioe during one day, Pat
thought e would watoh to hear where
the whislle gome from. He had not
walted lotig with theliod on bisshoulder
when he heard the ldentical whistie di-
rectly nderneath where he stood, and,
lenning over, he saw the head of the
Jolner protrading outof the window im-
medintely below. Pat, without more
ndo, emptied the hod dght over the
whistler's head. The joiner yelled and
spluttered while attempling to clear
himself from the adhesive mass, and in
the midst of his confusion, heard Paddy
above shouting at the top of his volee:
Y Whistle when you want more mor-

tar !

. -

A Well-Timed Joke,

BOUT o year ago n company of
vight or ten lumbermen went into
hotel in one of our Western cities and
engaged o private patlor, They were
jolly, well to.do fellows, hale and hearty
and met to settle up a year's business
over i socinl glass, having had s sucoess-
ful speoulation together. Bummoning
the gentlemanly clerk of the house they
ordered him to** bring on the choicest
liquor to be obtained. Nothing but the
purest and finest article. ™
The table was spread, glasses hrought
out, and mirth prevailed, Pres-
ently in eame the clerk with a sllver
piteher of lee-water, and as he flled
ench goblet, with quiet dignity and not
u umile on his ecountenance, he remark-
ed: * Gentlemen, I've done the best I
could to obey your order, and here s the
purest article to be found in the United
Htates,
All looked on in dumb amuzement, so
unexpected and o ladicrous was their
position. But they were equal to fhe

oceasion, Not a word was said till each
had his glass before him filled with the
sparkling fluid. Almost gimultaneous-
1y all raised their glasses, and msvlmlgln
cach other’s health, made the addition
one of promising not to drink allilllll:lﬂ
stronger for the year to come venrl
twelve months have passad, and th(-y
have been loyal to their vow, May we
not hupe that the pledge will be renewed
hf“r life ! \

Ce —

L ngllt Walking."

Thomas Ryan with the spectre of an
ignominious end before him, only a few
hours before death wrote to his parents
u letter which was found in his cell, In
that letter was the following agonizing
sentence :

and for my sake, to lead different lives,
or they will rueitin the future. Bhun
Night Walking and Bad Company.—
L hat is the wish of their dylng brother.™

How many young men who have
gone to the prison and the gallows wish
they had svolded * night walking and
bad comnpany’ ere it was too late—
“ Night walking” Is one of the most di-
rect rosds to the gallows and is the cause
of a greal many sleepless hours on the

mrt of parents and guardians,who bave
Ilved long enough to se¢ the bvd  effeets
arising ﬁmu-from in the downward
courses of their sons, who laugh at-and
dls rd the admonitions of the dearest
5: they have in this world, There
iu no place 8o safe for young men at
night as the homes of their parents or
uardinns, where virtue and wisdom is
uculmled and the foundations of
henlthy and useful lives arelead. Youn
men, heed the minemble murderer’s
vlt.-a, and ayold ** night walking and bl

company.”
A Checkered Life.

Miss Cora Dickson, s young girl of
twenty-two, nrrived in Parla the other
day from South America, Her life has
thus far been n checkersd one, Al the
nge of fifteen, tired of the monotony of
home, she ran away from her father’s
house with a large sum of money. Bhe
cut her hair short and donned a boy's
garb, Afler becoming in suecession a
cabin boy, a clerk anda horse denler,
she turnéd up in Buenos Ayres, where
ghe entered the army, still disgulsed.
She distingulshed herself In the service
and became a colonel. Some months
ago at a meeting of officers she quarreled
with one of those present. A duel fol-
lowed and she killed her adversary. On

examining the demd man®s papers she
found that she had killed her oldest
brother, who had left home when she
was fwo years of age. Horrsr-stricken,
she threw herself at the bishop's fuet,
who promised to intercede with her
| iather,

“ Tell my brothers, for God's sake,
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THE BEST EVIDENCE,

Tha lnllnwin Jatter from Haev, K. B, Best, -
tor of M. E. Ch‘unh anilﬂk. v Wil rifd.
'ﬁ Ii:lto nnn, J\inll. thuowe

tromhﬁm ume leermn mtﬁ
he

min mﬂmuny. ulhem i o doubt
curative powers of VEGETINE.

NATICK, Mass,, Jan. 1, 1574,

Mr. IL R. Stevens : Dear 8ir.—We hiave Koou
reason for mytudlu; ywr\raratlne a medaeine
of the greatest yahne,  We [ee murm thnt it has
been the means of -a\rlnguur son's life, He s
now seventean years of age; for the Inst 2 years
he has suffered from poere his leg, caused by
sorofulous af ian x T duoed
that nearly all w \
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Though there Ilm dine from the
nppning' where lhu..i‘llmh WA Jal ‘m‘:ﬂuu the
filloal contfidenes that. in a litt) he will by
perfectiy cured.

He L thken abaul Lhiroe dmu Iumle; of Veg
etine, but lataly nlll Mwlﬂe ns ho deciares
that he i= too urt- Ilw Irxlnn
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MRS, L, l.. F.BEST.
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LEATHER &C.

THE subseriber has now on haod at
LOW FPRICES,

Good Sole Leather,
Kip of Superior Quality,
Country Calf Skins,
French Calf,
LININGS, ROANS, &c,
F. Mortimer,

‘1 mn PA.
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Prepared by H. R.%uﬂ, :
[ Vegetine Is Sold by s,

NOT ICE.—The ﬂ

FGHART,
FUHART, Agent
_ Hinin, Pa., Febroary 10, 187,
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