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“Slythorpe a' Lmlé Gamo.

N u darkenod

awful shadow
lnok of mltlﬂil;
eredl round &
hearing on hig
slgns of the mmmmu wll
refuse to answers A \rrnpinwm hnlﬂt
by the bedside, her faee bent over the
nerveless hand which lny upon the dov-
oriet, and which ghe held ne though by
that convulgive clasp she could hold her
father st to life.  The doctorand nurse
atood quletly nside, as having done thelr
part and walting for the Inevitable end.
A shaded lamp east o rving of bright,
white Hght amid s surrounding gloom,
and within its gleaming elreleat o table
voversd with papers and writing mate.
vindg, sat the dylng mon's solieltor en.
waged in the prepartion of hi=will, The
instructions were short and slmple.
Hernard Hope had bt one nenr relative,
his daughtor Mary, now knecling by his
bedalde, and to her, ns was naturnl, he
desired to leave his few possessions,

r dark with the
ﬂmn with the

After an Interyal of sllence, Broken
omly by the suppressed sobs of the weep-
ing girl and the monotonous seratehing
of the ntlorney’s pen upon the paper, he
pauked, nnd Inguived, In a harsh, un-
plensant volee,

“What nomes shall Tinsert as trustees?
Yout should huve two nt least.

The dying monn paused ere he replied
with sn effort,

HCodtrey Hownrd, Major 111th,
in ITodia. T have no other frlend.™

““In that case may T venlure to offer
my humble services, sulject to the usunl
proviso, 1 should be delighted to be use-
Ml to Miss Hope, and iF your fviend is
ahrad there may be difficultios. ™

“True, Blythorpe, I thank you. Muke
yoursell trostee, then, with Major How.

now

ard, Legney—two hondred pounds for
yvour trouble.”

! Noy, my dear sir, quiteunnecessary.
I veally—""

But ngain thr ready pen traveled over
the paper, and a quarter of an houslaler
My, Slythorpe announead that the doe.
wimént was rendy for execution, and in a
Tow, mechanieal monotone read over (s
provisions,  The sick man seemed more
than onee 1o lose conscionsness during
the reading, but at the close he appear-
ed to nerve hime=ell for o supreme
effort.

*Yes thay will do, Give me the pen,”
he snld, and with o shaking hand aMxed
his slgnature, nnd with cagereyes watehi-
ad the doctor and nurse as they added
thefr own ns witnesses, after which he
<unk back exhausted on his pillow,
“ Thank God, that's safe!” he gasped,
o Muary., my ehild, you and Geoflrey—
you nnd Geoffrey | 'What was 1 saying ¥
Giod bless you, my darling | God bless—**

These were the last
Hope ever spoke,

o L L -

words Bernard

A year had passed away since Bernard
Hope's denth, and Mary still remained
an lnmate of the house of Mg, Murga-
troyd, the good wombn whom we have
seen bn attendance gt her futhier's last
iness, and who, to ler oceasionnl ooou-
pation as nurse, added the more  perma-
nent one of letting lodgings, Miry's
sweet fuce and gentle manner hnd quite
waon the hedrl of her good-natured land-
Indy, who wns unceasing in her endeay-
ufs (o sosthe her geief and minister o
her comforts. Mary still showed in her
face and figure the tokens of the fiery
trial through which she had passed,
Her slight form looked slighter still in
her goft black drapery, and the shadow
of an unforgotten sorrow still rested on
her delieate features, Mary Hope had
been her father's constant companion,
and she sorely missed the happy hours
in which his powerful intellect and va-
vied experience had been unfolded for
her benefit.  But she had, too, another
trouble—none the less hard to bear that
it was one in which she could have few
vonfidants. Major Howard, of whom
mention bus alveady been made, was not
only her father’s most valued friend, but
had insensibly grown very dear to her-
self; and when slx months before Ber-
nard Hope's denth, he was summoned
with lis regiment to Indin, he left Mary
his promised brdde. Twice he had writ-
ten within he firmd few weeks of lhis
departure, sinee which time there had
been o terrible silence; and in the same
week which had left Mary fatherless, a
second blow fell upon her. The 111th
Il been engaged In . smart skirmish,
the number of dead and wounded being
vonslderable,  Major Geoffrey Howard
was reported mmong the fallen ; and
Mury had to mourn st onee her lover
und her father,

The death of Major Howard left Mr.
Slythorpe sole trustee of Mr. Hope's
will. Thix te Mary was a matter of the
most perfect Indifference.  Suspecting
evil of no one, she was willing that her
little fortune, amounting (o some five or
s1x thousand pounds, should rest in Mr,
Rlythorpe’s hands ns in those of any
other person. But of Inte the attorney
had begun to persecute her with atten.
tions, which, under existing eircumstan.
ves, would have been distasteful from

|
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RIY ono, lmt, were dnu_ o from & ﬁ
son whmq p regand
dikike. And I

with an '
truth 1' ¥ SwoaR 1ot prooisely
hie person 1o Indy’s  fancy.
vh eéred, with bllnks

‘I¥Im oytai # general angulae.

to say Wnobbiness, of feature, he
lll.lshﬂuwe beeh expected o rive supes
rior to any Wenkness a8 to personal ap.
pearnnos ;. bub such was by no means
the cnse, In Mr Bamuel Blythorpe's
own oplnion, Mr. Bamue! Blythorpe was
a gentleman of conslderable persopnl
ndvantiges, snd it was his constant en-
deavor to munkethe very best of them.
He was oblrusively, we might nlmost
sy offensively olean, Mis ehirt-front,
collar, nnd wrist bands were all of the
most Hberal dimenslons, and of intense
whiteoess and starehiness, giving him
the appearance of being, so to speak,
all whivt " while his hands, which were
nuturally conrse and red were made still
vonrser and reilder by perpetunl  wash-
ing. ¢ was always profusely seenfed,
and his short, serabby hair was tortured
by the combined use of the brush and
the pomatum pot, Into the semblance of
the split nlmonds wherewith Hpsy.cnkes
nre wont to be devornted,  Ts hats and
conts wore always Infensely new, nnd he
perpetunlly oreaked ns e moveld his
patent-leather  boots, malntaining a
friendly eivaley In this partioular with

his well-sturched sghivt-front.  In his
habitual gorgeous areay—indecd, IF pos-
wible, looking even eleaner and newer

than usunl —Mr, Bly thorpe this morning
kunocked nt Mrs. Murgatroyd’s door,
Thut good Indy was at that moment en-
gaged In dusting Miss Hope's room, and
catehing sight of hig approach, ex.
elaimed,

' There's that nasty worriting law yer
again, I do declure,  Slythorpe, Indeed !
1'd Blythorpe him 1

It would be useless to endenvor to ex.
press on paper the intensity of menning
Mrs, Murgatvoyd threw into hor newly.-
eolned verhi; but it was evident thut
Gy thorping™ In her mind included all
the tortures of the Middle Ages, with o
siipplement of borsepond and  other
modern inventions, Muary smiled at the
ool lady's vehemence,

My dear Mrs, Murgatroyd,yon really
shouldn®t be so severe, Mr. Slythorpe
isa little peculine, but I have no doubt
Le means kindly, and you know
the trustee of poor papa's will,"’

“1 know he is, my dear, and 1 wish he
wisn't, 1 know he shouldn’t be trustee
to s tomoent of mine, deat him !

* Now really, Mrs. Murgatroyd, you
are too bad,"” snid Mary, smiling in spite
of hersell, 1T am sure poor Mr. Bly.
thorpe fsn't nearly so dreadful as you
make out.™

At this point the conversation was -
terrupted by the entrance of the gentle-
man in gquestion, and Mys, Murgatroyd,
passing him with a final sniff’ of abhor-
rence, quitted the apartment,

he i«

Mr. Slythorpe, for once in his life, ap-
peared ill at ease, He was got up with
his necustomed carve, and the suggestion
ol seentid sonp whileh accompanied him
was  even stronger than  wsual:;  but
Liis usual sell satisfled alr was wanting.
He evidently had something on hismind
—some plece of rmseality, a physiogno.
mist would have conjectured, which he
cither had recently perpetrated or was
about to perpetrnte. Let us hope that
the physiognomist would have
wrong.

* My denr Miss Hope,” he began, after
the fivst greetings had been  exchanged.
I grieve to be the bearver of very wun-
pleasant intelligence.”’

Mury looked up with gquiet Indifter-
ence, searcely believing that, after all
she had gone through, any newsgood or
bud, could have for her more than the
most passing interest, Blythorpe con.
tinued:

“ 1 aum sure that you will believe I did
it for the best 3 but misfortunes will hap.
pen, you know, even with (he utmosi
care and caution, I am sure 1 thought
the investment as safe a8 the bank ; but
there's no trusting anything nowadays.'*

“What is the misfortune, Mr. Sly-
thorpe, for you haven't yet told me?
Nothing very serlous, I hope,”

* Only too serlous, my dear Ma—""—he
tried to say ** Mary,” but couldn't get it
out, and substituted *“Miss Hope"—
* nothing less than the loss, I fear,of the
whole of your little fortune,”

Mary turned very pale, but gave no
other sign of emotion. * How did it
happen *** she sald, with an effor,

* Your money was, o8 you know, in
the Three Per Cents, where it produced
& miserable £160 & year. In the hope of
dolug better for vou, I sold out, and in-
vested it in o new mining company, the
Wheal Marinu, which promised to pay
o minfmum dividend of ten percent,and
s0 would have just trebled your income.
And this morning I am grieved to find

been

from The Thnes that the company is an |

utter smash. The directors have bolted,
and the stockholders will lose every pen-
ny of their money, '

s all gonet Nothing lef v

' Not a sixpepee, and you remain lin-
ble for calls to the amount of about as
much more,”

- e —
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Poor Mury's fortitude guite gave way.
O denr, whoat shall T do ¥ I haven't a
friend in the world,"

 No, no, don"t say thst, Miss Mary,"
sald Riytliorpe, in & gentle patroniting
manner | 41 ln 't as bad ab that comes
to, 1 haven fved my own feolings
toward you ; and though you've lost your
money; you know, that needn't make
any difference between you and me, My
affection aln’t of the mercenary sort; in
faot, an T got you into the mess (though
with the best of Intentions, mind you,)
it's only falr T should get you oul of It.*

Mary had hidden her face In her hands
but she became aware, from the inereased
interislty of the nilpervading soented.
sonp nromn, that Blythorpe was denwling
nearer bo her, and In another moment
his nrin was arotind her walst, Blie drew
hersell up proudly :

HEIr L am willing to belleve you mern
kindly, but your offer under such eir-
cumstnnees is an nsult,. Be good enough
to lenve me,"

Blythorpe would baye parleysd, but
with an alr of an outraged queen Mary
Hope rang the bell, and obedlent to {he
sumimons, Mry, Murgatroyd npponred.

S Open the door for Mr, Blythorpe, if
you plense,™

“You'll be sorry for this, you'll find,
Miss Hope,' sald Slythorpe; but Mary
voucheafed no answer, and the altorney
retired discomfited, Mrs. Murgntroyd
holding the door for him with an ex-

pression of thorough enjoyment. As
soon as it was elosed upon him, she
bouneed back inte Mary’s room, and

flung open the windows.

“Let's have n breath of fresh alr, for
goodness’ siike, after that nasly, slimy,
seented serpent. T alwaya feel as if the
hotse wanted disin—what d'ye enll it ?
with Condy’s Ben.enlt or Tidiman’s He-
wtorer, or some o' them I|!'|l|'l'“t-('!‘“.\\"'lt’ll .

ever he's heen In It. Why, my dear
lnmb, whatever (s the mntter ¥
Poor Mary's overwrought nerve had

b lnst given way, and she fell upon the
sofn in o it of violent hyaleries. Mrs,
Murgatroyd, with motherly fnstinet, 1ol
her emotion have Its way, and she was
soon o culimed ns fo be alile with many
tears to tell the story of this new mis.
fortune, finally erying herself to sleepon
the good old woman's sympathizing bo-

{0,
L " L] * o) .
I't was two days after the seene just
recorded, nnd Mary Hope, with Z%e

Timexn beflore her, was answering adver.
tisments for a governess.  Mary wos not
one to slt still under the pressare of en-
Inmity, however heavy, nand having got
over the flist shook of her misfortuneat
once sef about bruvely to enrn her own
Hvelthood, With this view shie wos now
secking to procure a1 sltuation, ne o
governess, entering upon hier task with
0 brave heart, though she well knew the
trinls to which such o position wonld
probably expose her,  Bhe had answered
three advertisements, and hnd  folded
and senled her letters. and now, with
her open desk before ier, was counting
her Httle store of ready money, and eal-
culating how long she conlid avany  mite
subsist before she found employmeoent.
In replucing her purse her hand fell up-
on u portrait, which she took out, and
gl ut fondly,  ** Denr old Geoftrey, if
you had lived how different my future
would have been ! 1 suppose T ought to
sty God’s will be done, but O, it's very
very hard!"" A few moments she con-
tinued gazing through her toars at the
portralt, when o gharp knock at the out-
er door startled her, and she roplaced it
In the desk, Bhe heard Mrs, Murgatroyd
in conversation with some oneand then
a quick, well-remembered voice sald,
“Where ¥ This room ' And in un-
other moment the door was flung open,
and Mury Hope wus solibing In her lost
lover's arms.

After the blissful excitement of the
first meeting had subsided, o sengon of
mutual explanations followed, Geoflrey
Howard had been dangerously wounded
and hnd beéen a prisoner for the greater

part of u yerr in an Indion duvsgeon,
where for many weeks his life had hung
on o thread by reason of an attack of mn-
lignant fever.
fentures, his skin to Oriental
swarthiness, and the sear, of & deep =a-
bre-cutacross his check, searce hidden by
a rather rogged bedrd, bore eloguent wit-
ness to the perils he had pussed through.
He bad landed in England but twelve
hours previovsly, and hud lost not 4 mo-
ment inseeking the presence of his dar-
ling and her father, for he was of course
ignorut of Bernard Hope's death. Ma.
ry . oo, bud much to tell, and nestling
by Geoflrey's slde, her little white fin-
i gers hidden In the rugged brown hands
of her lover, which held them as though
| they would never again let them go, she
. told him all she had gone through—the
| loge of her father, the history of the
will, snd lnstly, the loss of her little for-
| tune,

II 1 don’t understand it,'" snid Geoffrey.
|

Lronzed

“The man has been playing some deep
game,"’

“ Perhaps he really wished to gel me

| mote-—what do you eall it ¥—interest for

: 1 daresay’

| Wy money. it was meant

Ténlly your interest at lieatt, he would
have regarded safoty before ulizlblnn. Y

:-.'3 e

His worn und ml.lm\'1

kindly enough, tlmlﬁ‘h 1t how hnppmod

80 unfortunately.''
“ T don’t bolleve it, &hlng. 1f he had

strongly suspeot that If ull thin
m. I you would simply

celved mr ﬁn per aént., o
have pocketed
maﬂo v
O Geoffrey,Geofirey | 1'm afruld
have some home very uncharitable,
sldes, what does It matter about n lot of
stupld money, now I have got you back
agnin Y—unless, Indesd, you would huve
Hked mg better for haviyg the money.”
Therd vha buly tme poseible snawer to
auch an necusation, and Major Howarnd
made 1t—that s to say, he oallod Mary o
litte goose, kissed her, and déopped the
suhject, hnving taken oare, however, to
ngcertnin the address of Mr. Blythorpe
and the name of the company in which
Mary's money had been lost, On leav-
ing her, e thok n hoansom eab and
drove to the oMee of thellquidator of the
company, when, on his stating that he
deelred to make some Inquiries on be.
hnlf of one of thelr shareholders, Mr,
Blythorpe, he was Informed to his aston.
Ishhment that there was not and never
had been any shareholder of that name
on the bookd of the company. He next
inquired whether, perchance, the shares
were standing In Misa Hope's own name,
and agnin wos noewerad in the negative,
Utterly bewildered, he drove o Mr. Bly-
thorpe’s office, Mr. Blythorpe was al
home, and he speedily found himself in
the attorney'’s presemce. Mr. Blythorpe
whd o little nervons. He was always a
little nervous with strangers til he know
their business ; and Major Howard's an-
nouncement that he had ealled on be-
half of Miss Mary Hope did not tend to
Inerease his confidence. He wis, how.
ever, far from suspecting Major How-
and's identity, but jumped to the con-
clusion that he was n hostile sollcitor
employed by Miss Hope to call him to
acvount.  Major Howsrd’s next remark
tended to confirm that Jm pression.

" You slated Lo Misk Hope, I think, a
couple of days ngo, that the property be.
queithed to het by her futher's will had
been Invested in the Wheal Marlna Com-
pany which has just come to griel. You
are of course nware that an investmont,
upon guch a rotten security was n gross
breach of trust, for which you are lin-
ble."

“ Not ot all; the power of Investment
s unlimited, Indeedshnvesof companies
nire sproindly included.™

* You are certain of that ¥»°

“Quite o, 1 drew the will myself.”

“Very goud. The ghares stood, I sup-
pose, in your own name.'’

* Yees: in my name, of course as sole
trustes, '’

“Then pray how isit, Mr. Blythorpe
that I don’t find your name among the
list of shareholders of the compuny ¥’

Mr, Slythorpe’s countenance fell,

' Because—becnuse—I may as  well
make a clean breaet of it—to tell you the
troth,the money never wis in that com-
pany atull. It was n fulse alarm, Bir, o
fnlse alorm.”

* Then where on earth is the money,
sir?  And what do you mean by n false
alarm ¥

ST tell you, i you'll huve o lite pa-
tience,  As a brother solicitor, I'm sure
you won't press harder on me than you
ure guite obliged. Miks Hope's money s
in the Whenl Mary Ann,one of the
muost flourishing eompanies goiog, and
her shares are worth just double what I
gave for them."

“Then what on earth induced you—"'

171 tell you between ourselves, I've
taken an uncommon faney to Miss Hope
nnd I had made up my mind to make
her Mrs, 8.5 but somehow she didn’t
take to me quite ns kindly ng I could
have wished, Now the other morning
when I took up The Times, almost the
first thing 1 cavght sight of was the
smash of the Wheal Maring, and the
similarity of name gave me quite a turn,
for Just at the first moment I thought it
was the Wheal Mary Ann, And then
the thought struck me, “If it only had
been, my lady, you'd have been glad
enough to say ** Yes” to Bamuel Bly.
thorpe.” And then 1 thought I'd try it.
It was merely a little innocent practical
Joke—a roose d’amour, Bir: a mereroose
d'amonr.” And Mr, Blythorpe smiled.

“You atrocious scoundrel [

There was a sudden blow, a heavy
erash, and Mr. Bdmuel Blythorpe meas.
ured his length on the floor. The clerk
outside, hearing the downfull, popped
his head Into the room, hut seeing the
state of things discreetly retired again,
remarking :

‘* Beg pardon ; thought you rang, Sir, "’

Meanwhile Major Howard, having
knocked Slythorpe down, procesded to
set hlm up sgain; and with his own
dandy eane, which stood by the side of
the fireplace gave him oneé of the most
tremendous thrushings éver recorded in
the pagesof history. And the clerk in
the outer office, who owed Blythorpe
many & grudge for acts of petty tyrunny,
Jistened af the door smiling pleasantly
at each ** swish™ of thedmendlng efne,
and Snully indulging in o war dance ex.

0 KX nd six monthe
aflerwards, in &d Uoilﬁ. of Queen's
Henech, the great assault case of Hly.
thorpe va. Howard was tried, And
when the lawyers on both sides hind had
thelr mny, ‘the presiding Judge sald,
“Gentlomen of the Jury, It s not s
puted that a very violent mssault was
commltted on the plafutif, and he i«
therefore éntitled 16 your verdict. But
In assossitig the damages, gentloman,
you will cohieldet the gendral merlts of
the onse, and glve the plalnthil only such
compensation as you think he firly de.
serves.” Amd the Jury, tn awarding
oune farthing by way of damnges, ex-
pressed thelr nuanimous  regrel that
there wasn't n smaller coin,
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