August 30, 1978

This photo, taken by Oliver Mateer, shows the back yard of his neighbor, Jeff

Brown, during the rain of Friday, August 11th. Water covers all.

...Birchland Avenue’s water (cont.)

[continued from front page]

““That’s nothing,”’ Mr.
Brown said. ‘‘Things were
really bad in the spring.
The basements of some
houses were ankle-deep.”’

John Alcorn, of 305
Birchland, is one resident
who has had serious
flooding problems. He
showed our reporter the
warped floorboards in his
bedroom, and the crack in
his basement wall, both of
which, he said, were
caused by dirty water
pouring into his basement.

A broad stain, apparently
caused by a minor ava-
lanche of mud, flowed from
Mr. Alcorn’s basement
window to the floor. Both
the stain and the wall

around it had obviously
been energetically scrub-
bed. ‘‘The stain just

wouldn’t come out,”’” Mrs.
Alcorn said, grimly.

Most of the houses on
one side of Birchland
Avenue have been affected
by the flooding. The houses
are all worth at least 40
thousand dollars, and the
possibility of extensive
damage keeps homeowners
awake on rainy nights.

“l used to enjoy the
sound of the rain,”” Mrs.

Mateer said, ‘‘Now, it
frightens me.”’
The muddy run-off

comes from a field in
Mount Joy Township, but
Birchland Avenue is
located in Mount Joy
Borough. Neither govern-
ment will take complete
responsibility for the situa-
tion. The field which
causes the problem is
owned by a woman who
rents it to a farmer, which
dilutes responsibility even
further.

The problem began two
years ago, after a fence
row was ripped out, and
the field, which had been
used to grow alfalfa, was
planted in soybeans.

‘“‘Before that,”’ says Mr.
Mateer, ‘‘we used to get
some water, but it was
clear.”” After the field was
plowed for beans, both the
quantity of water and the
amount of lost topsoil
which ended up on Birch-
land Avenue increased
tremendously.

Residents would like to

see a storm sewer installed
on their street, but no
funds have been appro-
priated for that expensive
project. They would also
like to see extensive con-
servation measures adopted
by the owner of the field,
but once again, the price
of doing the work is an
obstacle.

A ten-foot swathe of
grass, which was sown this
year between the beans
and the small backyards of
residents, did not seem to
do much good. ‘“We hear.”’

said Mr. Mateer, ‘‘that the
field will be planted back to
alfalfa next year. I hope
that makes a difference,
because it doesn’t look as if
Council is going to do
anything to help us.”

Angry Birchland Avenue
residents attended the last
Borough Council meeting
in force. They have also
approached the state De-
partment of Environmental
Resources, in an attempt to
force soil-conservation
measures on the owner of
the field.

“You know what they
told us at the DER?”’ Mr.
Mateer says. ‘‘They told us
they couldn’t do anything,
until a house was destroyed
or a serious disease broke
out.

“You can write that it
doesn’t look as if anybody
is going to do anything
about the situation.”’

Bob Flanagan is pleased to announce that

Jeff Dolan _
of Mount Joy has joined him and
will be cutting men’s and women’s hair at

Bob Flanagan’s
Barber Shop

347 E. Market St., Marietta

Jeff gives regular haircuts & specializes in

feathering
shags
wedges

bi-levels
layer cuts
one length angle

and any high fashion cut
Hours: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Tues. thru Fri.;
12 to 5 Saturday. Closed Sunday & Monday
PHONE 426-1859

STATE

THEATRE
downtown Columbia
684-2273

Starts Wed.

STAR
WARS

Nitely 7PM - 9PM
Sat. & Sun. Matinee -
1:30

ALL SEATS $1.50

bottoms. Sporty

tops. Brought together
in sure-fitting shoes
made just right for
your little gir!.

BUSTER BROWN
STYLES PRICED
From

$15.99 to $11.99

Sack
] orner

SKOES

Men's/Wornen's
Chrildran’s

Acticn Footwear ‘
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I Need a Better Apartment Deal?

All Utilities Included

Enjoy:
*Fully equipped kitchen
*Central air and heat
*Washer/dryer
*Private entrance and patio

Friendly neighbors and management—
all in a small apartment community

Harvestview Apartments
Mount Joy Phone 653-2328

Springfield Garden
Apartments

*Modern, 2 bedroom garden apartment
* Wall to wall carpet.
* All conveniences

*$230 plus electric
Security and references. Applications
being taken

Mount Joy Phone 653-2600

KIDS AT SCHOOL?

!

Send them
the Susquehanna Times

4*° nine months

They don’t want to leave home completely
behind. While they're away at school,
they’ll want to keep up on how the old high
school teams are doing. They’ll want to
know when their friends, relatives and
neighbors are promoted at work, when they
get married, when they receive awards,
when they have new babies, and so on.
Keep them up to date with a student
subscription to the Susquehanna Times.
(We have a special low student rate.)
E B S EEEEEEEEEEREEE®R

YES, please rush the Susquehanna Times

. to the student listed below. I pay only .
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