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With its creaky hard- 
tightly- 

and 

the owners and small staff, 
Dallas Centre Hardware 
at 42-44 Main S. in Dallas 
is a classic “mom and pop 
shop,” a rarity found today 
in only a handful of small 
American towns, accord- 
ing to co-owner ‘Gerard 
Geise, of Shavertown. 

Geise and his wife, 
Michele, acquired the 
store about five years ago 
from Michele’s parents, 
Jim and Carol Eason, who 
still reside in the Back 
Mountain, but spend the 
colder months in Florida. 
The Easons opened 
the store in 1981 when 
Michele was 14 years ago. 
She spoke of her father as 
an extremely dedicated 
and a hard worker. 

“He pretty much started 
with everything on his 
own,” she said. 
‘Gerard Geise added, 

@ very blessed with 
local clientele who have 

been loyal for many years.” 
He said many of the 

shop’s “regulars” are peo- 
ple who began doing busi- 
ness with the Easons on 
day one. 
“They're the backbone 

of the business,” he said, 
later adding that he owes 
much to the community. 

The building in which 
the shop is located is, in 

itself, a piece of local his- 
tory. According to the 
Geises, it was originally 
a hardware and grain 
store and at one time 
hosted The Dallas Post 
on one side and a music 
store on the other. When 
Jim Eason opened Dallas 
Centre Hardware down- 
stairs, Carol Eason started 
a beauty shop upstairs. 
Throughout the years, 

Michele Geise saw many 
changes to the busi 
ness, the worst being the 
country’s poor economy 
and the rise of corporate 
America. She said, how- 
ever, she also sees a recent 
and continuing resurgence 
of loyalty to small busi- 
nesses, which provides 
hope. 

Her advice to other 
small businesses adversely 
affected by the economy is 
to budget well. 

“Make yourself a budget 
and stay tight in it,” she 
said. 
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Gerard Geise said 
another aspect he believes 
to be important is good 
customer service. His wife 
agrees. 

“Be friendly,” she said, ” 
and realize that people are 
valuable. They aren’t just a 
dollar bill.” 

They said that’s what 
sets Dallas Centre 
Hardware apart from large 
retailers and corporate 
stores — the business’ 
customer service. The 
shop maintains a constant 
daily flow of customers 
seeking and leaving with 
not just products, but 
advice. If they posted to 
their walls every answered 
question, every piece of 
advice given, they said, 
those walls would be cov- 
ered floor to ceiling. 

Another aspect which 
makes the business 
unique, the owners said, 
is its selection of products, 
including many brands 
which are hard to find 
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Elizabeth Baumeister Photos | The Dallas Post 
Michele and Gerard Geise, owners of Dallas Centre Hardware at 42-44 Main St., Dallas. 

Dallas Centre Hardware, 42-44 Main St. Dallas, offers a vast 
selection of merchandise catered to the homeowner, including an 
aisle of seasonal goods, such as Christmas lights in the winter and 
garden fertilizer in the summer. 

elsewhere. From screws 
and nails to garden tools, 
from paint and brushes to 
Christmas tree lights and 
from canning supplies to 
cleaning chemicals, Dallas 

Centre Hardware has it all. 
And what can’t be found 
on location can often be 
ordered from the website, 
dallasdoit.doitbest.com, 
and shipped to the store. 

Rep. Boback relocates office 
State Rep. Karen Boback 

(R-Columbia/Luzerne/ 
Wyoming) today issued a 
reminder to residents that 
her Hunlock Creek (Sweet 
Valley) office relocated on 
Nov. 25. The new office is 
now located at the Twin 
Stacks Center, at 1108 Twin 
Stacks Drive, Dallas. 

Services available at the 
Boback’s district offices 
include: 

® Driver's license and 

vehicle registration applica- 
tions and renewals. 

o Assistance with 
PennDOT paperwork (lost 
cards, changes, corrections, 
special registration plates, 
vanity plates and temporary 
placards for disabled per- 
sons). 

e PACE and PACENET 
applications for seniors. 

¢ Property Tax and Rent 
Rebate applications. 

e Voter registration forms 
  

and absentee ballot applica- 
tions. 

e State tax forms. 
e Student aid applica- 

tions. 
* Free state maps, state 

park information and PA 
Vacation Guides. 

e Referrals to agencies 
to resolve state-related mat- 
ters. 

e Veterans outreach ser- 
vices and visits from the 
Mobile Veterans Unit. 

  

  

  

  

Dallas Centre Hardware at 42-44 Main St., Dallas, offers a variety 
of indoor and outdoor products to meet the needs of local home- 
owners, businesses, contractors and individuals year-round. 

DARLING & SONS’ a) 
FARMS & GREENHOUSES 
“Growing Quality Is A Family Business Since 1930” 

WREATHS, POINSETTIAS, TREES 
Trees 3 Ft To 12 Ft (Frazier, Douglas Fir, Concolor and 

Blue Spruce) Boughs ® Cemetery Pots & Logs ® Grave Blankets 

Christmas Cactus ® “Stand Straight” Tree Systems 

Drilled Trees & Tree Stands © Garland * Apples 

Also Carrying McCutchon’s Canned Goods 

OPEN 9-5 DAILY & 9-4 SAT. & SUN THRU DEC. 23 * 675-2080 
1/2 Mile Off Rt. 309, Dallas, Hildebrandt Rd. (200 yards north of Dallas Elementary School) 

  

  

. “Now takin ing c cateri ng 
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h oliday celebrations 

    

  

Nut & Poppy Seed Rolls ® Cookie Trays 
Holiday Party Platters * Smoked Kielbasi 

Gift Cards ® Beer Gift Packs ... -. 
” 

Pictured above are some of the Joan Harris Dancers who will 
appear in ‘Home for the Holidays’ on Dec. 7 and 8. From left, first 
row, are Ashlyn Catina, Wyoming; Kiera Gross, Trucksville; Victoria 
Fulton, Dallas; Dominique Falzone, Dallas. Second row, Dana 
Capitano, Wyoming; Rebecca Schnable, Dallas; and Lucy Reilly, 

Celebrate the 

  

    

  
  

Jackson Township. 

Harris dancers present 
‘Home for the Holidays’ 

The regional dance 
troupe of the Joan Harris 
Centre will present “Home 

r the Holidays” at 1 and 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 

¢ and at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 8 at the E. L. Meyers 
High School Auditorium 
in Wilkes-Barre. 

The show opens with 
a large production num- 
ber in the style of the 
Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular and never 
loses pace as the songs 
progress from traditional 
favorites to contemporary 
renditions of the music 
that defines this most 
magical time of the year. 

The Joan Harris 
Dancers will also host a 
Toys for Tots Drop in part- 
nership with the United 

States Marine Corps. All 
attending are invited to 
bring with them a new, 
unwrapped toy to donate 
to this cause and help 
spread some joy to area 
children. 

Tickets for “Home for 
the Holidays” are $11 in 
advance and $13 at the 
door and are available at 
the Joan Harris Centre’s 
campus in the Harris 
Conservatory in Luzerne. 
For more information, 
call 570-287-7977. 

AA Auto LLC 
Highest Prices Paid 

for Junk Vehicles 

570-905-0279 
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All Jewelry 30 
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> EASON ; 659 Memorial Hwy, Dallas ~~ = = 
570-675-6139 

Mon-Sat 

9am to 9pm 

Sun 

11am to 7pm    i A RT PR 

Deut & Carering 
  

    
OCHMAN'’S COINS 

& JEWELRY 
2607 Memorial Highway 

Rt. 415 Dallas (Next to Hogan's Pizza) 
(570) 675-5872 « ochmans.com     

  

  

  

  
  

TWILIGHT 
DINNER 
SPECIALS 

Starting at iA $0 07 
| | Monday hough Say 430550 PM, 
  

  

| Phone 696. W 
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Kitchens by 

NTERSTATE 
| Building Materials, Inc. 

Pittston 
KitchensBylnterstate.com 

570-655-2811 WW ELLBORN 

    
    

  
  

Chef Huntzinger and staff welcome you to 
the historic Beaumont Inn in Dallas, offering 
outstanding cuisine for brunch, lunch and 
dinner. The Inn offers 10 elegantly appointed 
rooms for your overnight stay in the back 

mountain area. 

Tuesday - Italian Specialty Night 
iii -Seafood a. Nidhe 

  

For special events please contact Nancy Kaminski at 
nkaminski@thebeaumontinn.com 

  

  
 


