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 Fino's Pharmacy’s 50 years 
CHARLOTTE BARTIZEK 
Dallas Post Correspondent 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This story first 
appeared in The Dallas Post on Oct. 
20. Because the story contained inac- 
curacies, we are re-printing it here 
in its entirety. 

The early 1960s were notable 
years for Dominic Fino. His father 
died, he got married and, in 1963, 
he bought an historic building in the 
center of Dallas that has been the site 
of his family’s business for the last 50 
years. 

Looking out the second-floor win- 
dow of the building re-built in 1894 
after a fire, Fino tells the story. 

“I remember my mother-in-law 
wanted to drive around with me to 
see the building because she had 
worked for Col. Reynolds. She lived 
in Pittston and would take the trolley 
from there to Wilkes-Barre and then 
to Dallas center where the Reynolds 
would pick her up at this store.” 

But Fino, 78, whose father Pasquale 
(Patrick) owned a thriving family 
pharmacy on Main Street in Pittston 
(still operated by Fino’s nephew, 
Vincent Peck), was not impressed as 
he drove around the area. 

“It was all farmland. There was 
nothing here until you came to 
Dallas. I wondered where all the 
business was going to come from and 
where all the people were. I was not 
sure,” he recalled. 

“I wanted to branch out on my 
own.” He put aside some of his fear 
when an area drug supplier from 
Scranton offered to show him past 
stores receipts for drug 
supplies in Dallas and gave 
him backing in the form of 
credit toward drugs and 
supplies. 

The building Fino chose 
in the center of Dallas had 
been operating as a drug 
store since before 1913 
and was owned by the Odd 
Fellows and operated as 
a pharmacy by the Kuehn 
family, who lived nearby on 
Church Sreet. 

Other early pharma- 
cists in Dallas that Fino 
mentioned were C.H Hall, 
Walter Harter, George 
Norton and a man named 
Roberts. These names also 
appear in the D.A. Waters, 
“History of Dallas,” as does 
Fino’s name. 

Fino bought the two- 
story structure that Toby’s 
Creek runs under and con- 
tinued to accommodate 
the meetings of the local 
chapter of the Odd Fellows 
International on the second 
floor. The group still con- 
ducts its meetings there. 

So for the past 50 years, 
Fino, with help from Bob 
Wilson, Polly Bobersky 
and Sister Chasena Erzal, a 
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Submitted photo 

Dominic Fino, pictured here in 1967, has owned and operated his family pharmacy in the 

center of Dallas for 50 years. 

Michael Fino met his wife, Mary 
Beth, while in pharmacy school. The 
couple has three children, Ava, Mia 
and Michael. 

He tells the story of the man who 
came in the pharmacy, put his hat on 
the counter and asked for a prescrip- 
tion for pink-eye. “I gave him some- 
thing for it but he said, ‘No, this isn’t 
for me; it’s for my cow.’ I told him it 
would take a while to figure that one 
out.” 

Serving the community for all 
these years, the younger Fino says, 
“It’s been humbling - the community 
has been good to us and we really 
appreciate it.” 

A member of Gate of Heaven 
Church and a resident of Dallas and 
married to Ruth Fino, Dom Fino 
advises, “Don’t look back over your 
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shoulder, do the right thing, just do 
what you think is right.” It’s been 
his mantra through life and seems to 
have worked. 

  

Semi-retired pharmacist and local busi- 
ness owner Dominic Fino sits in the second 
floor building of an historic building he 
bought 50 years ago and recalls his career 
in Dallas. 

                          

   

    

   
   

          

    

    
    
      
      

  

         

    
      
   

  

  

  Sister of Mercy, his family 
and many others from the 
community, the Finos have 
dispensed drugs and even 
ran a soda fountain in the 
building. 

“In those days, every 
pharmacy had a soda foun- 
tain,” mentions Fino. 

The soda fountain is 
gone, some of the antiques 
remain, but the competi- 
tion is fierce in an industry 
that, while still growing 
under the weight of the 
baby boomer generation, 
has seen four or five new 
super drug stores open in 
the Back Mountain. Yet, 
the store delivers prescrip- 
tions to the home and 
offers a store credit line to 
customers. 

Dominic Sr. is now semi- 
retired and his two sons, 
Michael and Dominic Jr. 
help with the family busi- 
ness. His granddaughter, 
Sarah Brassington, works 
there, also. Fino also has a 
daughter, Leanne. 

Michael Fino, 40, who 
grew up washing gallon 
glass bottles that held 
cough syrup and tonics for 
the stomach, is the third 
generation of Fino men to 
have graduated from the 
Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy and Science in 
Philadelphia. (now called 
the University of the 
Sciences). The first was 
his grandfather, Pasquale 
(Patrick) Fino, deceased, 
originally from Europe. 

“My father and I went to 
my father’s 50th reunion - 
there were only two women 
in that class - and my15th 
reunion. We had some of 
the same teachers, includ- 
ing the man who invented 
Trident gum,” says the 
younger Fino. 
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MU students carve pumpkins 

at Meadows Manor 
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Occupational therapy students from Misericorda University recently visited and carved pumpkins 
with the residents from The Meadows Manor in Dallas. From left, are Jill Busoltis, Dorothy Blase, 
resident; Christina Liuzzi, Tony Majorana, van driver; Nikki White, Amanda Cobucci, Samantha 
Rehrig, Dorothy Wilson, resident; Jenny Martin, Gene Bulman, resident; Samantha Zaykowski, 
Theresa Dehaut, resident; and Dana Martin. 

  

  

  
I'm definitely more canfident 

since | began attending Sem. 

I've found teachers and friends 
who encourage me to take on 
leadership roles and explore 
my interests. 

Nada Bader "14 
Upper School Reeipient 

  
Chef Huntzinger and staff welcome you to 

the historic Beaumont Inn in Dallas, offering 

outstanding cuisine for brunch, lunch and 

dinner. The Inn offers 10 elegantly appoi 

rooms for your overnight stay in the back 

mountain area. 

    

Also accepting reservations for Holiday and Corporate 

events, with our dining area seating up to 80 people. 

Visit us at thebeaumontinn.com 

or call 570-675-7100 

For special events please contact Nancy Kaminski at 

nkaminski@thebeaumontinn.com   
   

   
   
   
   

     

      

    
  

    

 


