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Sweet Valley couple is ready, willing and able to help

Bob and Alice Walsh, both 77
years old, have been
answering calls for years.

By EILEEN GODIN
Dallas Post Correspondent

At 77 years old, Bob and
Alice Walsh, Sweet Valley
EMTs, stand ready at a mo-
ment’s notice to answer a 911
distress call.

Bob Walsh has been a vol-
unteer firefighter for about 53
years and is one of the found-
ing members of the Sweet
Valley Ambulance Associ-
ation.

His wife, Alice, has assisted
as a dispatcher for 30 years
and earned her Emergency
Medical Technician license in
the late 1970s.

Today, the couple is eager
to jump into one of two large
ambulances and rush to the
aid of those in need. The
Sweet Valley Ambulance As-
sociation answered almost
500 calls last year.

“We went on most of them,”
Bob said.

With seven active members,
the association depends on
the Walshes, who are usually
available during typical work-
day hours when most other
members are working.

“We don’t usually answer
alls after 9 p.m.,” Bob said,
“unless the other members
cannot respond.”

“It is easier for us because
we are here, close and re-
tired,” Alice added.

Years of experience and
working as a team help the
couple deal with the stress of
responding to emergency sit-
uations. Walsh said that his
17 months serving with the
Army in the Korean War

taught him tactics in handling
serious emergencies such as
vehicle accidents, suicide or
shootings.
“It is a stressful
said. Sk oy
Alice said over. the years

job,” he

she has learned to block out a
lot of the unpleasant images
of the job. Emergencies in-
volving children are still
tough to bear.

“We can talk about it to
each other,” she said.

But seeing people in the
community well again is very
rewarding for the two. Bob
said in the past, the hospitals
used to send an update on pa-
tients taken there by ambu-
lance. Due to stronger privacy
laws, however, such notifica-
tion has stopped so the cou-
ple sometimes visits patients
they’ve transported to see
how they are healing.

There are some joyful mo-
ments, too, as Alice has
helped with the delivery of a
babies.

Although the deliveries
were not easy, she smiled at
the thought.

“I like to help people,” she
said. “It is very rewarding.”

The couple’s knowledge of
the community, which has
several dirt roads that wind
through green fields and into
wooded areas which could
pose a challenge to EMTs and
first responders unfamiliar
with the area, is helpful in
their work. Bob said 911 dis-
patchers often seek him out
due to his knowledge of the
area’s roads.

“I grew up here,” he said of
the Sweet Valley area. “I even
named many of the private
roads for the 911 address
change.”

Walsh served for two terms
as a supervisor, 31 years as
the Sweet Valley fire chief,
helped with the development
of the ambulance association
in 1968 and served as ambu-
lance association chief for 25
years.

“The ambulance associ-
ation started by a donation of
an ambulance from Bonson’s
Funeral Service in 1968,” he
said. “The funeral home is no
longer in business.”

The couple agreed that
technology and medical ad-

“| like to help people. It
is very rewarding."”

Alice Waish
Sweet Valley ambulance volunteer

vancements have improved
over the years and Bob ad-
mitted that, in the early days,
the ambulance was not as
well equipped as it is today.

He recalled a situation
where two men were injured
at Rickett’s Glen State Park.
The leg bone of one of the
men was protruding through
the skin and a Boy Scout
troop in the area made a
splint from branches to brace
the man’s leg. Another time,
he recalled ripping up sheets
to make bandages.

Today, the couple keeps up
with various training semi-
nars held by hospitals and
continuing education units at
local colleges. Alice said they
are required to earn 24 cred-
its within three years to stay
on top of new advancements.

“You are always learning,”
Alice said.

New technology allows
EMTs to perform their jobs
better and the larger ambu-
lance purchased by the Sweet
Valley Ambulance Association
offers extra room for a medic
to work on a patient.

“It is 20 miles to Wilkes-
Barre General Hospital from
here, 23 miles to Geisinger,”
Bob said. “Sometimes, a med-
ic will be giving treatment on
the way.”

The ambulances are in-
spected every three years to
verify that equipment inside
and the vehicles are in opti-
mal working condition, Bob
said.

Looking forward to cele-
brating their 78 birthdays in
December, the couple says
their desire to help people
keeps them going.

“You have to keep moving,”
Alice said.
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Alice and Robert Walsh, both in their late 70s, continue to serve as ambulance drivers and respon-
ders with the Sweet Valley Fire and Ambulance Department.

Rotary Club planning Fall Golf Classic

The 27th Annual Dallas Ro-
tary Club Fall Golf Classic to
support Dallas Rotary Charities
will be held at the Irem Country
Club, Dallas on Monday, Sept.
20, with a shotgun start at 12:30.

Returning chairman Kevin
Smith and co-chair Kerry Free-
man have indicated that the club
is looking for hole sponsors and
players.

The sponsorship donation is
$100 and the players’ entry fee is
$110. Each advertiser will re-
ceive a sign prominently dis-

played near a green or tee.

The format is a captain and
crew. Individuals are invited and
will be teamed up with others in
a group. Returning players and
new players are welcome.

Proceeds help the Rotary
Club of Dallas sponsor and con-
tribute to the annual Christmas
Shopping Spree for 45 Back
Mountain children, the Dallas/
Lake-Lehman/Northwest
School Book Scholarships, the
Back Mountain Library, dictio-
naries for third-graders, gradua-

tion lock-in programs, the Lu-
zerne County Fall Fair, the Back
Mountain Food Pantry and
much more.

Call Kevin Smith at 696-5420
for more information and an en-
try form. Sponsors must re-
spond by September 10 to allow
enough time for proper sign
printing. Players are urged to re-
spond by September 10 to deter-
mine how many will be in at-
tendance at a seafood and steak
dinner following the tourna-
ment.
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Kingston near Hamilton Park. Great floor

lan,
bright, great amenities to include hardwood floors, great back yard, building

ath, finished lower level with recreation room, fireplace, and wet bar.
Home has central air. MLS#10-3260 $249,900

today. MLS#10-2806

Attractive 4BR, 2-Bth tudor cradled on a 5+ acre lot
in a quiet country setting. Attached 30’x 35’ garage &

' detached 26’ x 57’ storage bldg. Schedule a private showing

Offered At $245,000

A Private Lake Community - Have you ever dreamed of owning a lakefront
home? A place where you can dock your boat & enjoy summer barbeques. This

100’ lakefront will allow you all those benefits. Attractive 4BR, 3BA ranch w/
2nd kitchen on LL, cradled on a 100x303 lot. ML.S# 10-2805 $399,900
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The Ultimate Haven - Relax in this fabulou:
with its generous patio and in ground pool. Big enough for friends, intimate enough
for quiet evenings alone. Offers oversized coun
recreational rm with FP, wrap around deck & 2nd fir deck from master suite. Includes 4

S - o Tacy
4BR, 3 bath, 2 story, 3,000 +/- sq. ft. home

kitchen w/ see thru FP into the LR,

Looking for a 1 sto
1172 bgth Ranch. g

bay garage and lovely landscaped yard. MLS#10-2516 $349,900

home w/a comfortable lifestyle? Try this attractive 3BR,
ffers formal LR, great room w/fieldstone fireplace & eat-

in kitchen. Private rear rocking chair porch w/great view.

MLS#10-1398. Yours For

179,900

Hideaway at home in a delightful MBR Suite w/sliding doors to
your private patio. 4BR, 2 bath, 3100+/- sq. ft. Ranch in a quiet
neighborhood! MLS# 10-2463 $225,000
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If you're looking for a 1-story home with a comfortable lifestyle, try this
spacious 3 bedroom, 3 bath ranch. Offers oversized living room w/
formal dining room, family room & in-ground pool.

fireplace,

LS#10-2072

ur first home..then start here in this
on a great lot w/large
LS#10-2030 $74,900

4 BR, 1 BA with Master BR on 1st floor. Attractive

10’x16’ tool shed with vinyl siding in rear
Large yard, pleasant neighborhood. ML
$117,000
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If you would like to schedule an appointment to tour any of the wonderful properties listed above,

or any home in this book, call me at 696-0883.

Or perhaps you'’re seriously considering selling your home... I'll be more than happy to do a
arket Analysis of your property to determine what your property is worth in today’s market.

Lewith & Freeman Real Estate
696-3801 * metcalf@epix.net

69 N. MEMORIAL HIGHWAY, SHAVERTOWN, PA 18708
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Hurry on over to this completely renovated 2-story home
(interior/exterior). 3 Bdrs, 1 & 1/2 baths, famil
living room & great kitchen on a nice lot. MLS#10-1887
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$95,000
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parcel. Sm
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Beautifully wooded, mostly level 4 acre

ictu
I\ELS#IO—1965 $185,000

resque stream. Previously

Shickshinny Great 3.56-acre lot in quiet
country setting. Still plenty of time to
build and Ee

Ashley Buildable lot in convenient
location. MLLS#07-3245

in for Christmas!

MILS#10-2808 $35,000

$10,000




