PAGE 12

THEDALLAS POST

Sunday, November 8, 2009

CHARLOTTE BARTIZEK/ FOR THE DALLAS POST

Camp Orchard Hill kitchen volunteers, from left, Lisa Stull, Tori Titus, Rebecca Stull, Stephanie Sheridan and Alayne Rogers are hoping
more volunteers will come out to help in December when the camp hosts homeless men from the program V.I.S.1.0.N.
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coholics Anonymous group and
several churches. She and her
family have also agreed to make
Christmas dinner for the men.
But she knows it will take
many more people to help with
the men’s stay at the camp and
she hopes churches, civic organi-

zations, high school groups and
employers will step up.

“It’s an opportunity and I'm re-
ally excited about it,” Stull said.
“I just need people to get excited
about it with me.”

According to Kabacinski, V.I-
S.I.O.N. was servicing 25 to 30
men each night until the down-
fall of the economy. It is now ac-
commodating 45 to 50 men per
night and Kabacinski estimates
the shelter has served 220 more
men between January and Octo-

ber 2009 as compared to January
through October 2008.

“We’re seeing people that were
our friends and neighbors,” Kaba-
cinski said. “We’re seeing people
in the shelters that used to come
to us to help that are now looking
for help.”

Kabacinski says the past few
years have also been trying for
V.LS.I.O.N. because of the consol-
idations and closings of many ar-
ea churches. However, the orga-
nization has added six new shel-

ter sites for the first six months of
2010, including a second stay at
Camp Orchard Hill

“Having a place like Camp Or-
chard is just that important to us
because it is a Christian camp
and I can’t think of any other way
for the Back Mountain communi-
ty to celebrate the holiday,” Kaba-
cinski said. “The greatest gift
mom and dad can give their fam-
ily is to go during those weeks
and celebrate with those who
have nothing.”

Alan and Evelyn
Finlay receive
MU trustee awards

Misericordia  University
honored Alan and Evelyn Fin-
lay of Dallas by naming them
recipients of the 2009 Trustee
Associates Award during the
annual Trustee Associates
Awards Dinner in Sandy and
Marlene Insalaco Hall on Sat-
urday, Oct. 17.

The award is given annually
to friends of the university
who have demonstrated out-
standing dedication, service
and generous support to Mi-
sericordia in its tradition of a
strong liberal arts education
through the values of mercy,
service, justice, and hospitali-

The Finlays are loyal, ar-
dent supporters of the institu-
tion, giving generously of
their time, talent and financial
resources to benefit students
and Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia, alike.

Since he was appointed to
the board in 1999, Mr. Finlay
has provided invaluable lead-
ership and sound advice as
Misericordia has experienced
unsurpassed growth in re-
gional and national prestige
and record enrollment, and al-
so transitioned to university
status.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Fin-
lay have demonstrated out-
standing dedication, service
and generous support to the
Misericordia mission. Both
immigrants from Northern
Ireland, there is a tell-tale
brogue when Mr. Finlay
speaks of playing rugby and
field hockey as a student at
the Friends’ School in Lisburn
and coming to North America

on a freighter at the age of 22,
eventually settling in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada.

Mrs. Finlay followed a year lat-
er and the two were married and
started a family.

M. Finlay owned an insurance
brokerage firm in Edmonton and,
upon selling the company, a
friend with roots in the Wyoming
Valley asked him to join him in
property development in Wilkes-
Barre. The Finlays and their
three children, Maureen, Wendy
and Rob, arrived in the area just
days after the Agnes Flood in
1972. Mr. Finlay’s first business
venture was completing the de-
velopment and operating the
Provincial Tower complex in
downtown Wilkes-Barre.

As head of Humford Equities,
M. Finlay has overseen the prop-
erty management company’s
growth that has included devel-
opment and management of a va-
riety of commercial and residen-
tial properties, including shop-
ping centers and office buildings
throughout northeastern Penn-
sylvania.

Joining the Misericordia
Board of Trustees in 1999, he lists
among the highlights of his ser’§
vice the opportunity to bring No-
bel Peace Prize recipient David
Trimble, the First Minister of
Northern Ireland, to Misericor-
dia as commencement speaker in
2002. Recognized for helping
find a peaceful solution to the
conflict in Northern Ireland,
Trimble has since been elevated
to the British House of Lords.

The Finlays are the proud
grandparents of six grandchil-
dren: Heather, Andrew, Julie, Mi-
chael, Lauren and Ryan.
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Misericordia Player John Lipka of Wyoming, left, rehearses a
scene from ‘Comedy of Errors’ with fellow Misericordia students,
Rachel Orehotsky of Dallas, and David Swanson of Harveys Lake.

Errors’ coming to MU
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There was plenty of action outside the Dallas Township Municipal Building during Tuesday's General Election.

ELECTION

opposed) *Shirley A. Moyer, D,
R-1,147

*Robert Grey, D - 258
Constable (unopposed)

ROSS TOWNSHIP

The Misericordia University
drama club, Misericordia Play-
ers, is presenting three perform-
ances of William Shakespeare’s
“Comedy of Errors,” beginning

On his journey, he encounters
many mishaps. After getting ar-
rested, he must come up with his
own ransom money by nightfall
or else he will be put to death. .
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with puns and wordplay. The

with all proceeds benefitting the
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