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KUGLER 
Continued from Page 1 

to throw them a ball but they 
. didn’t understand and just 
| looked at us.” 

Although some of the men 
| in the unit looked into the cost 

of bringing a dog home, they 
found it to be too expensive. 

“I would have loved to bring 
- one back,” Kugler said. “The 

gs were beautiful and really 
ted moral.” 

Other uninvited visitors 
| | ‘were ants in their beds, large 

. camel spiders, scorpions, King 
| Cobras and large rats. 

“It was like the wild king- 
dom out there,” he said. 
When he was not on patrols 

‘or in the Bee Hut, Kugler 
| passed the time by playing 
| card games, chess or even an 
| occasional baseball game. One 
day members of the Afghanis- 

| tan Army were on their base 
and watched a baseball game. 

“They joined in after a while 
| | and pitched the balls for us,” 

! he said. “Some of them had a 
| really good arm.” 

One of Kugler’s duties was 
to interact with members of 
the community, like a meet- 
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and-greet patrol. Although the 
soldiers needed an interpreter 
when they visited the local vil- 
lage, most of the residents 
were happy to see them. 

The children were especial- 
ly curious as Kugler’s unit dis- 
tributed items like coloring 
books, crayons, pencils and 
other types of school supplies. 

“We tried to interact with the 
children,” he said. “They are the 
ones who will grow up and be in 
control of the country.” 
When asked if he heard gun 

fire or saw any action, Kugler’s 
guard immediately showed. “I 
really can’t talk about that; we 
did see some action,” he said. 

Trying to get back into the 
swing of daily life, Kugler still 
finds himself re-adjusting to 
driving, being in a crowd and 
the quietness of home. 

“There was constant noise of 
the Humvees, helicopters and 

. generators,” he said. “I still find 
“myself on guard when I'm in a 
crowd. That’s when you had to 
be very careful over there.” 

Gibben said Kugler has de- 
veloped a deeper appreciation 
for life and its possibilities 
since his return home. 

“As a police officer, he al- 
ways had a skeptical view of 
people,” she said. “But now he 
sees people as people.” 
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and are spread across the country. 
Eck attended the former Shaver- 

town Elementary School, a wooden 
building at the site of the present Burg- 
er King, and played Little League base- 
ball near a swamp behind the current 
Back Mountain Shopping Center. 

A member of the Westmoreland 
High School Band, Eck played basket- 
ball, baseball and ran track and field. 
He also did some cross-country ski- 
ing at Conyngham Field in Trucks- 
ville and went canoeing on the Sus- 
quehanna River. 

In the summers, Eck worked as the 
waterfront director at Camp Acahela 
Boy Scout Camp in Blakeslee. He also 
helped at the Back Mountain Memo- 
rial Library Auction because his 
mother was the chairperson of re- 
freshments and his father, a banker, 
counted the money. 

Eck was honored with the Vail Val- 
ley Foundation’s 2008 Vail Valley Citi- 
zen of the Year Award on Dec. 5 at the 
foundation’s annual Black Diamond 
Ball for his efforts to construct the 
current hospital and medical facilities 
in the town. He resides in Vail with his 
wife, Kathleen, and has two adult   stepchildren, Jeni, 33, and Clark, 30. 
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one 

31 lake street 

dallas, pennsylvania 18612 
570.675.8000 

www.thirty-onelakestreet.com 

  

   

  

        

Daily Lunds Specials § Served 

Tuesday - Friday: 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Soup & Sandwich Express.....$5.00 
Serving Dinner Tues., thru Sat., 5 p.m. 

I www.cafeoliviapittston.com} 

3 Wine 

* THIRTY-ONE SPECIALITY MARTINIS - 

* UNIQUE SIGNATURE DINNER SPECIALS - 

it a 
oh 

i Dinner 

Beer & 

Law Firm, LLC 

1043 WYOMING AVE. » 

Here at thirty-one lake street, we offer our customers an 
enjoyable dining experience, featuring a variety of menu selections, 
ranging from classic to unique signature dishes. Children’s menus 
are available to make your dining experience enjoyable for the 

entire family. Stop in and enjoy our: 

« EARLY FAMILY DINNER SPECIALS - 

NOW SERVING SUNDAY BRUNCH! 
(Sundays 9:00 am —1.:00 p.m) 

  

763.0399 
COMITZ LAW FIRM, LLC 

FORTY FORT 
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Now serving 
Sunday Brunch... 

call for details. 
* SERVING FROM 9:00 AM. TO 1:00 P.M. - 

* FULL MENU AVAILABLE ONLINE - 
     

   

* WALK-INS WELCOME - 

Call or log onto our website for more details. 

ZAK EE CYT 

3% 696-2100 
Pizza Perfect 

16 CARVERTON RD., TRUCKSVILLE 
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Saf. 12:30 11 PM « Sun. 2-10 PM 
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NURSERY SCHOOL 
40 KNOB HILL ROAD 

TRUCKSVILLE, PA 18708 

ene 570-696-3899 
www.trucksvillenurseryschool.com 
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..Established 1969 

..Respected for providing quality Early Childhood 

Educational Programs for children ages 2 1/2 to 5 

   

..Extended Hours Programs : Art - Discovering the Masters, 

Math & Language, PlayPals, and Summer Camps 

... Tuition Assistance Available 

...An Active, Involved Parent Group 

..Positive, happy classroom environments in a RN) 
beautiful new facility located in a peaceful area § A 

Register For September 2009! (3 
Call Today! eM 
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Now Offering the Pear! Procedure 

   

      

PLASTIC & RECONST RUCTIVE SURGEONS 

[ HEALTHLEADERS 
timesleader.com 

The information you need from the professionals you trust.     
    # A Home is not just Real Estate. 

#@ Home is about Real Life and 
88 Real People. 

          

   

If you are thinking of buying or 
selling, call me. Together, we can 
make your dreams come true! _ 

Bryan L. Dodson, SRS 
“Your WORKAHOLIC Realtor” 

Mobile: (570) 417-7202 

Direct: (570) 542-8802 

      
     
FIVE MOUNTAINS | ADVAN OF EO 0) Kd ars Lo 3 Be ail ye) BV: EPS 6 | 

SE Le Lo EVs EPP lyf) “We're Personalized...Not Franchised” 
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« FAST, EFFECTIVE WEIGHT LOSS 
* 6 PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
* MEDICALLY MONITORED 

CALL NOW! 

    
     

  

    

   

   

  

| NEW YEARS SPECIAL H 

| 40% OFF 
| PROGRAM FEES | 
| When You Enroll By 13109 
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