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I t was sleeting and the wind was whipping dur- 

callis Elementary School reading specialist 
Caitlin Cooper read a book to a group of fourth- 
graders on the floor near double doors. Although 
the children’s attention kept diverting to the ele- 
ments, Cooper never anticipated what would hap- 
pen next. 

Mitchell Winters, a boy in the group, spotted 
what he thought was a rat outside the door. 

Cooper redirected the students to the book and 
minutes later, Winters once again said he saw an 
animal. Cooper said it was probably a leaf, but the 
boy insisted it was an animal. 

Finally, Cooper allowed the students to look 
outside. There in the freezing weather was a 10- 
inch long black reptile with yellow spots that ap- 
peared to be a small lizard. 

The fourth-graders, along with Cooper, round- 
ed up several teachers who went outside and 
caught the reptile. 

“I just saw something moving,” Winters said. “It 
freaked me out. He turned and was coming toward 
me. I'm like, ‘You should bring it in,” but they 
didn’t know what to do with it.” 

Wyecallis fifth-graders went on a field trip in Sep- 
tember to Frances Slocum State Park to explore 
and learn about wetland life. The fifth-grade class- 
rooms are located next to the double doors and the 
students soon heard about the creature. 

Fifth-grader Steven Darling grabbed a book, 
“Salamander Rain,” that the fifth-grade classes 
read and quickly discovered the reptile was a spot- 
ted salamander. He also learned the salamander 
eats insects, spiders and earthworms and typically 
lives in wetland areas. 

The students named the salamander “Sally” 
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“Sally,” a spotted salamander, is temporarily living 

in a plastic container in Nicole Valkenburg's 

fourth-grade class at Wycallis Elementary School. 
Fourth-grader Mitchell Winters noticed the sala- 
mander on Tuesday, Oct. 28, outside the doors of 

the school. Teachers caught the salamander, which 

was out in the winter weather, and brought it in- 

doors. 
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Co-owned by Executive Chef moh dward 
Formerly Chef of Radisson Lackawanna Station & Ryah House 

Casual Fine Dining at a Reasonable Price 

111 Seuth Main St, Trucksville PA 18708 
¥ Lacated in the former Yost ay 3 and Fexsmy 3 Bosghonse 

(off Rosie We 

570-696-3580 
Hours of Operation 

1 i Lunch: Monday-Saturday 11:30am-4:30pm 
+2 (Russ 28s Dinner: Monday-Thursday 4:30pm-9:30pm 

Re Friday and Saturday 4:30pm-10:30pm 
Brunch: 10:00am-2: 00pm 
  

"We Are Now Accepting Reservasions for 

Tarkan Day Dinner 
Thursday, Nevember 27% 

Adults: 27.95 Under-12: 17.95 3 8 under: FREE 
Space js Limited - - ASK YOuF Server for id ld decal 
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 LET US DO THE COOKING ON THANKSGIVING : 

   
WWW. ieafeoliviapinision.c com 

Sar a Sat. 12:30-11 PM   

ing the afternoon of Tuesday, Oct. 28, as Wy- 

  
e Our Private Room- Seats 35, or reserve the entire 

restaurant on Sundays or Mondays 

3 e Hall Rentals Available- at St. Maria Goretti, Laflin and 
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“0” Gauge Lionel Train _ 

3rd Annual Give-A-Way _ : Dine-In OR Take-Out 
-] Serving A We prepare the {4 ’ Family Friendly Entire meal, Polar Express 
| Dinner Menu, 2-8pm You take it home! Enter to Win 

\ Sr ma Drawing Held 12-19 
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Fourth-grader Mitchell Winters holds a plastic 
bin containing the salamander he noticed 

outside the doors of Wycallis Elementary 

School. 

even though they are unable to distinguish wheth- 
er it is a male or female. 

“They looked up the habitat, food, etc. and de- 
cided to begin to take care of this animal,” Cooper 
said. “Word spread quickly and many other class- 
es came to visit and see Sally, our new pet. It was 
definitely a great hands-on science lesson and a 
perfect example of how sometimes you have to 
drop the ‘planned’ lesson and go with what is hap- 
pening in the moment.” 

Darling and his classmates in teacher Linda Jo- 
seph’s class fed beetles to Sally. The class previ- 
ously did an experiment with the beetles to learn 
about their habitat. 

“Our teacher doesn’t like the beetles so she 
said, ‘Let’s feed it the beetles,” Darling said. 

Sally is temporarily staying in a plastic contain- 
er in teacher Nicole Valkenburg’s fourth-grade 

  
Steven Darling, a fifth-grader at Wycallis 

Elementary School, identified the salamander 

that was lingering in winter weather outside 
doors to the school. 

classroom and Valkenburg has integrated the sala- 
mander into her fourth-grade science lessons. Her 

class recently finished a chapter on life cycles and 

is beginning a unit on adaptations, making Sally’s 

appearance very timely. 

Through her own research, Valkenburg learned 

that Sally could live from 20 to 30 years. Valken- 

burg says spotted salamanders usually hide under 

rocks in wetlands and only come out in the spring 

to lay their eggs. 

The students gathered dirt and leaves and add- 

ed water to Sally’s living quarters. Valkenburg 

contacted the Fish and Boat Commission to in- 

quire about what to do with Sally. 

“Pm afraid if we send it back out when it’s too 

cold, it’ll die,” Valkenburg said. “I don’t want to 

keep it here because it’s not its natural habitat.” 

    

    

    

   

  

     

  

0+ Popcorn Flavors To Choose From 

—. * Manning's Ice Cream & Milk a 

§% + A Variety Of Specialty Chocolates And | 

Novelty Candies : 
. Gift Baskets } 

  

We Ship To Your Loved Ones Around; 
The World Or Ar Around The Corner. 
    39 E. TIOGA ST. TUNKHANNOCK, PA. . 
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Broken families need help. When a divorce is inevitable, pe 

everything possible to avoid a nasty and expensive battle 

must be done. THAT IS WHAT WE DO. 

  

  
FREE consultation and 2 week FREE trial 

Call today for an appointment 287-8649 
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Protect your rights. Call us. 
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(/ pyroerery rr Law 

i Breakfast Member Bar Register of 
Preeminent Lawyers i 

Jn (570) 288-8482 Dinner ( ; ) . 
405 Third Avenue, Kingston, PA 
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Severe to profound hearing loss? 

Try the new digital, powerful, nearly 

invisible hearing aids by OTICON, 

    THE HEARING) 
ENTE 
AUDIOLOGY & HEARING DEVICES 

Dr. Louis Sieminski & Associates 

  

Fri. 11 AM-11 PM 
Sun. 2-10 PM            601 Wyoming Avenue, Kingston * 287-8649 

www. hearing-center.net 
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