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walked upstairs at school to eat 
lunch when she told the build- 
ing’s speech pathologist she 
didn’t feel well. 

As Finarelli complained of be- 
ing dizzy and having a wet, 
warm sensation in the back of 
her head, she started to slur her 
speech. The school nurse tried 
to help her into a wheelchair, 
but Finarelli lost control of her 
left side and couldn’t stand. 

Minutes later, Finarelli re- 
members paramedics placing 
her on a gurney and rushing her 
to an ambulance. 

“I thought, ‘My God, this 
must be serious; we’re running 

    

  
CHARLOTTE BARTIZEK/FOR THE DALLAS POST 

Conor Harrington, left, 17, of Dallas, recently won an essay con- 
test in which he was to pay half of his prize money forward. 

Harrington chose to give the money to the John Heinz Institute 

in honor of his former teacher, Beth Finarelli, right, and his 

grandfather, John Burns, who both underwent rehabilitation at 

the institute for a stroke. Finarelli is holding her son, Michael, 

  

  

  
Members of the Class of 1958 of Lake-Noxen High School gathered for their 50th anniversary 

reunion on August 9. Those in attendance include, from left, first row, Jack Rauch, Mary Charles 

McHose Wallace, Bob McGovern and Isabelle Sorber Butler. Second row, Connie Smith Baradziej, 

Sandy Engleman McGovern, Thelma Dougla Leach, Sandy Morris Swingle and Hazel Sickler St. 

Clair. Absent at the time of the photo was Mike Bielecki. 

VOLUNTEERS JOIN FOOD PANTRY OPERATION 

  

  
The Back Mountain Food Pantry Board of Directors announces four individuals who have volun- 

teered their time and management expertise to assist with the daily operation of the food pantry. 

From left, Mark Stull, senior manager; Anna Skrosky, associate manager; the Rev. Lori Steffensen, 

newly-appointed pastor at Trucksville United Methodist Church which houses the food pantry; 

and Joe Hardisky, chairman of the board of directors.The food pantry has been serving those in 

need in the Back Mountain for more than 30 years. 
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e SAT and ASVAB Preparation 

* Reasonable Rates 

annie’s solutions ltd. 
home tutoring 

Ann Anderika, MA anniessolutions.com 
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in the parking lot,” she recalled. 
On the way to Anne Arundel 

Medical Center, the soon-to-be 
mother began to have seizures. 
A CAT scan of her brain showed 
a five centimeter bleed, causing 
her to have a stroke and to seize. 

In the next few minutes, doc- 
tors performed an emergency 
Cesarean section to remove the 
baby. 

“We better take this baby or 
were going to lose both of 
them,” Finarelli remembers ob- 
stetrician Marcus Penn saying 
to neurosurgeon Timothy 
Burke. 

Finarelli also recalls seeing 
her husband at the foot of her 
bed before she was whisked 
away to surgery. As Michael Fi- 
narelli embraced his wife, she 
moaned from the intense pain. 

“The absolute worst part was 
when I arrived in the emergency 
room and saw a cluster of activ- 
ity working frantically around 
her,” Michael said. “I knew how 
serious it was and that her life 
and his life (the baby’s) were in 
jeopardy, yet there was nothing 
I could do about it.” 

After baby Michael was deliv- 
ered prematurely and placed in 
the neonatal unit, his mother 
underwent brain surgery. Doc- 
tors kept her in a medically-in- 
duced coma for four days to con- 
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with whom she was pregnant when she suffered a stroke. 

trol the swelling in her brain. 
Finarelli believes that, while 

she was in the coma, her best 
friend, Erin Hammond, who 
had died six months earlier, ap- 
peared to her. 

According to Finarelli, Ham- 
mond said, “You can’t die. You 
have a beautiful baby and he 
needs you. I just saw him.” 

Finarelli remembers saying, 
“OK” and then woke up. She be- 
lieves it was Hammond who 
saved her life. 
When she first saw her baby, 

Finarelli didn’t believe he was 
hers because he was hooked up 
to many tubes and she did not 
remember delivering him. 
Nurses let her hold the baby not 
long after she came out of her 
coma, but the new mother was 
still in denial. So, a Web cam 
was placed in the baby’s nursery 
and so his mother could look at 
him. 

Little Michael Finarelli spent 
seven and a half weeks in the 
hospital and went home just a 
few days before his mother was 
released from the hospital. 

Around Christmas time 2007, 
the family moved in with Beth’s 
parents, Bill and Joan Abrams, 
of Dallas so she could receive 
more advanced rehabilitation 

locally at John Heinz Institute 
and so her parents and in-laws, 
Tom and Karen Finarelli, also of 

Dallas, could help care for the 
baby while she recovers. 

In her journey of recovery, Fi- 
narelli undergoes physical ther- 
apy three days a week for three 
hours at a time. She also re- 
ceives occupational therapy and 
speech therapy for cognitive 
problems caused by the stroke. 
Surprisingly, she did not lose 
her ability to speak and is still 
fluent in three languages - En- 
glish, Spanish and French. 
“When 1 first came here (to 

the John Heinz Institute), I 
couldn’t use my arm at all,” she 
said. “Now I have everything 
back from my elbow to my 
hand.” 

Finarelli recently shared her 
story at the 2008 Anne Arundel 
Medical Center Foundation Ga- 
la in Baltimore, Md. The gala 

raised more than $720,000 to 
help stroke patients and those 
with other debilitating diseases. 

“It's amazing how life can 
change in the blink of an eye,” 
she said. 

  

Rebecca Bria, a staff writer for The 

Dallas Post, can be reached at 970- 

7436. 

  

DARLING & SONS’ 
FARMS & GREENHOUSES _\ 
“Growing Quality Is A Family Business Since 1930” 

HOMEGROWN CORN & TOMATOES 

Squash * Beans * Lettuce ® Broccoli 
Red Beets » Cabbage * Peppers * Fruit * Onions 
Cucumbers * Corn ® Pickles 

Also Carrying McCutchon’s Canned Goodse® Canning Tomatoes 
® Garden Mums * Watermelon * Cantelope 

9-3 WEEKDAYS * 9-4 SAT* 9-2 SUN * 675-2080 
1/2 Mile Off Rt. 309, Dallas, Hildebrandt Rd. (200 yards north of Dallas Elementary School) 
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COMPLETE CHIROPRACTIC 
SERVICES 

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 
Treatment For : Workman's Comp © Personal Injury © Auto Accidents 
® Sports Injuries © Carpal Tunnel © Sciatica ® Needle-Less Acupuncture 

o Spinal Decompression © Disc Problems © Sprain / Strain Injuries 
© Therapy Modalities All Treatment Rooms With Complete Privacy 

* Musculo-Skeletal Rehab. 
* Massage Therapy 

   
   

   

    

    

FREE PARKING 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

_|(Does Not Include, Exam, Treatment                
Dr. KLIAMOVICH Or X-rays) Dr. EUGENE DeMINICO 

: : oe Same Day Appointments 
Certified Golf Injury Specialist Certified Sports Physician(CCSP) 477-2778 Walk-Ins Welcome American Colege oo 

SWEET VALLEY Visit Dr. Deminico’s Website PITTSTON CHIROPRACTIC a 

779-7728 LARKSVILLE DeminicoChiropractic.com 779-7735 LARKSVILLE J 
  

  

«ac. Pinnacle Rehabilitation Associates 
Kevin M. Barno, MPT ¢ K. Bridget Barno, PT 

Sharon Marranca, MPT ¢ Hal Glatz, MPT 

480 Pierce Street * Suite 206 Kingston 

PAIN TRAVELS... 
Fortunately We 

Arthritis or disc problems in your spine 

can cause pain in your arms or legs. 

Where you have your physical therapy is your choice. 
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i BACK TO SCHOOL ¥ 
: SAVINGS! : 

: L5% OFF - : 
! Program Tees 3 
: Physicians A871 : 
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CALL NOW! 
Dallas & Wilkes-Barre 

675-4599 970-7977 
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  Get news when 
it happens. 

  Brian D. o iy M.S., O. D. 

  

  

  

SENIORS (35+) $21 
(Wonday thru Friday) 

WEEKDAYS $32 
(Monday thru Friday) 

WEEKENDS $40 
(Saturday thru Sunday) - 

TWILIGHT AFTER 2 PM. 
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1 WILKES-BARRE 
GOLF CLUB 

1001 FAIRWAY DR. * WILKES-BARRE, PA 

472-3590     Carey Avenue ry 
226 Carey Avenue 

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

“A Clear Pijjerencel in Quality Eye Care” 

    

  

570-674 

www.odonnelleyecare. com 
    

odie Corners Building 

550 Memorial Highway 
Dallas, PA 18612 i 

discounts or insurance 
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- Eye Exam Only! 

*Not valid with other offers, prior purchases sales, i 

O'DONNELL FAMILY EYE CARE! 

$99.99"! 
plans. Certain restrictions apply. 

EXP: 9/30/08 | 

  

  

    

I1- $50 OFF any 

wy Brian D. O'Donnell, MS, OD 

I purchase QR 

- $75 OFF computer vision glasses 

*Not valid with other offers, prior purchases sales, 
discounts or insurance plans. Certain restrictions apply. 

IB O'DONNELL FAMILY EYE CARE 

complete optical | 

EXP: 9/30/08 | 
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(Win a FREE Wii Entry Form: 
_ Name: y 

j Phone: i 
(Address: " 

*No purchase necessary | 

BE O'DONNELL FAMILY EYE CARE 
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