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Lake. 
“The first time it’s kind of 

scary, but after you've done it for 
a while, it’s like nothing,” said 
Kornak, who has been involved 
with the theatre company for 10 
years. 

The girls prepare for produc- 
tions, particularly musicals, by 
singing at home. They also prac- 
tice foreign accents and accentu- 
ating their voices. Sod listens to 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion shows to familiarize herself 
with English accents. 

“Every time I get a big role, 1 
keep bouncing off the couch and 
yelling ‘Yes!”” Sebolka said. 

All were in agreement that 
summer productions in the Back 
Mountain Youth Theatre are a 
great way for children to get their 
feet wet in theatre. Ackerman 
says the summer productions 
cater to the younger, less-experi- 
enced actors, although there are 
more difficult roles available to 
accomplished youth performers. 
Anyone ages 8 to 18 is welcome to 
audition, but Ackerman would 
consider involving an even 
younger child. 

Spotting talent in children is a 
simple task for Ackerman. 

“It’s really pretty easy,” she 
said. “When you're in a script au- 
dition, it pretty much finds you. 
When I cast the lead parts, I'm 
looking for somebody who reads 
well, for somebody who isn’t 
afraid to develop their own char- 
acter. If kids aren’t showing char- 
acter or are beginners, we do im- 

provisation as a group.” 
Aside from learning to act, the 

girls have made many friendships 
through Back Mountain Youth 
Theatre in addition to overcom- 
ing shyness and becoming more 
confident in themselves and at 
school. 

“It’s a great experience,” Sod 
said. “It kind of helps you in 
school because you get better 
memorization skills.” 
Some children develop real ca- 

reers in the acting industry. One 
former actor in Back Mountain 
Youth Theatre is a stage manager 
on Broadway. Another is pursu- 
ing acting full-time in Lose An- 
geles. Caitlyn Metz, of Dallas, 
landed a role in Kidz Theater’s 
show “Seussical, Jr.” in New York 
City. 

The 10 girls auditioned by 
reading from script and this re- 
porter watched as they read from 
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Ashley Weinstein observes the audition process. 
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Allyson Sebolka, left, and Amanda Kornak watch as others audi- 

  

     
tion for roles in the upcoming production of “Folk Tales From 

Around the World" by the Back Mountain Youth Theatre. 

“The Tongue-Cut Sparrow,” a Ja- 
panese fairytale. Ackerman had 
the girls switch roles so she could 
see who excelled the most in 
each one. 

Sebolka performed lines of the 
“Sparrow” in a mystical, lyrical, 
almost singsong voice. 

“I want everybody to pay atten- 
tion to what Allyson is doing dif- 
ferent,” Ackerman said. “And 
when we're done, I want you to 
tell me what she did to make it 
feel different.” 
Ackerman says the turnout at 

the auditions was low because 
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the Auction: Daytime” was pur- 
chased for $500 by Michael and 
Lucy Messersmith of Dallas. 

“It’s really exciting because No. 
1, you never get the opportunity 
to get an item auctioned off that 
you created,” Levandoski said. 
“But to know that it went for a re- 
ally high price, it’s really excit- 
ing.” 

Romanowski’s grandmother, 
Ruth Orloski, attended the first 
Back Mountain Memorial Li- 
brary Auction in 1946 and did not 
miss one until 2005, the year af- 
ter her death. 

In honor of her grandmother, 
Romanowski painted her four 
times into her piece “Bringing 
Grandma Back to the Auction.” 
Throughout the painting, Roma- 
nowski had her grandmother sit- 
ting in a chair watching the auc- 
tion, watching Hand paint, in the 
antique booth and sitting on an 

auction item. 
“She hasn’t been at the auction 

for four years so I put her in there 
four times,” Romanowski said. 

Romanowski’s parents bid on 
the painting and purchased it for 

$625. 
“I had no idea it was her grand- 

mother in the picture,” Hand 
said. “I teased her parents and 
said, ‘Wow! If I had known that, 
we would have said that on the 
block’ and it would have cost 
them a lot more money.” 

Lenny Romanowski purchased 
Hands auction in painting in 
2003 as a gift for his wife, who 
was unable to attend the auction 
that year. This year, the couple 
was one of the remaining two bid- 
ders on Hand’s auction painting 
but did not place the winning bid. 
Hand’s 2003 auction painting and 
Lily Romanowski’s 2008 auction 
painting hang side by side in the 
Romanowskis’ living room. 
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many children were on vacation 
or busy with other activities. She 
was scheduled to have a second 
audition opportunity for the sum- 
mer production on July 30. 
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NEW LISTING - WOODRIDGE - Custom built home on acreage features wood floors 
through-out 1st floor, stunning kit w/all Viking gourmet SS appl’s & Viking stove, 2 story FR 
w/stone frpl, dramatic woodwork & arches, 1st flr locker room, 5BRs, 4.5 baths, every ameni- 

ty, finished LL, 3 car garage. VIRGINIA ROSE 714-9253 $965,000 
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This outstanding 5000SF, 5BR, 3.5 bath country estate on 3 plus acres minutes from 
Huntsville Golf Course features superb living space. LR, DR & sunroom have hdwd firs, 
beautiful moldings, built-in bookcases, gas frpl, FR doors & Ig windows w/view of Huntsville 
Resevoir. The gourmet chef’s kitchen has an island that seats 7. Outside is the htd ingrnd 
pool w/poolhouse, brick patio, 2BR guesthouse & garages for 7 cars! MLS# 08-1975 SALLY 
ROTHSTEIN 714-9233 $1,450,000 
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HARVEYS LAKE - WORLD CLASS lake home with outstanding gourmet kitchen, 5 bed- 
rooms (including elegant master suite with new bath) and spectacular boathouse. MLS# 07- 
2626 VIRGINIA ROSE 714-9253 $1,850,000 

  

  

  

  

  

peace of mind.   

IN AN EMERGENCY, 
EVERY SECOND COUNTS. 

GEISINGER SOUTH WILKES-BARRE IS HERE 
WHEN YOU NEED IT 

Geisinger quality emergency care is available in South Wilkes-Barre — 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. Experienced emergency medical 

professionals, advanced technologies and procedures, and an 

improved facility designed to deliver exceptional emergency care. 

At Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre, you'll find the same high standard 

of compassionate care the people of Wilkes-Barre have come to 

expect. And, with Geisinger's investments in emergency services and 

facilities, we're taking emergency care into the future. Now that’s 

GEISINGER 
SOUTH WILKES-BARRE 

REDEFINING BOUNDARIES’ 

  
   

                  

       

   


