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Esther Stanko Burakiewicz,
57, of Trucksville, died Sunday,
October 7, 2007 at Thomas Jef-
ferson University Hospital for
Neuroscience, Philadelphia.
Born in Kingston, she gradu-
ated from West Side Central Ca-
tholic, (class of 1968), attended
career Academy (class of 1969)
and Luzerne County Communi-
ty College (class 0f1977) becom-
ing a registered nurse in 1978.
She was employed by Mercy
Hospital and then Geisinger
South Wilkes-Barre for 25 years.
She was a credited CPR instruc-
tor, a benefactor of Project D.J.,

ESTHER BURAKIEWICZ
Worked as nurse for 25 years

and a member of Pennsylvania
Quilters Association and Moun-
tain Top Quilters Guild.

Surviving are her husband of
35 years, Vincent; and children,
Janel Esther Yaun, of Chicago;
Vincent Michael Burakiewicz, of
Washington, D.C.; Santina Ann
Burakiewicz-Carlson, of Pitts-
burgh; her aunt, Seconda Sho-
nis, of Luzerne; nieces, nephews
and great-nephews.

Memorial donation to Hosts
for Hospitals, 300 N. Highland
Ave., Merion, PA 19066.

Condolences may be sent to
sympathy@betzjastremski.com

FREDERICK KILMER
Was self-employed logger

Frederick T. Kilmer Jr., 51, of
unkhannock, died Sunday, Oc-
ober 7, 2007, from injuries suf-
fered in alogging accident in Lib-
erty Township, Susquehanna
County.

Born in Carbondale, he was a
self-employed logger, owning
Penn Forest Logging in Tunk-
hannock. He graduated from
Blue Mountain Academy, Ham-
burg.

Surviving are his wife, Rebec-
ca Grimaud, with whom he
would have celebrated his 31st

wedding anniversary on Decem-
ber 25; sons, Jason, of Erie; Cal-
vin, of Oregon City, Ore.; daugh-
ter, Elissa Jacob, Duncan, S.C.;
four grandchildren; sisters, Deb-
bie Benedict, of Tunkhannock;
and Shelly, of Washington D.C.;
brother, Richard Kilmer, Spring-
ville; several aunts, uncles, cou-
sins, nieces and nephews.

Memorial donations to the
Kingston Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 17 Second Ave., King-
ston, PA 18704.

GEORGE DAVIS

Served as Air Corps

George W. Davis, 88, of New-
berry Estate, Dallas, died Tues-
day, October 2, 2007, at the
Meadows Nursing Center, Dal-
las.

Born in Nanticoke, he was a
graduate of Nanticoke High
School and Penn State Exten-
.sion, Wilkes-Barre.

He began his career as a sales
engineer for Vulcan Iron Works,
Wilkes-Barre, until its closing.
He was employed as vice presi-
dent of Sterling Truck Sales, a di-
vision of Sordoni Enterprises,
Larksville, and later as vice-pres-
ident of Isaacs GMC, Trucks-
ville.

During World War Il he served
with the U.S. Army Air Corps as
a gunnery instructor.
~ He was a member of Trinity

Presbyterian Church, Dallas,

gunnery instructor

where he was an Elder and held
many church offices; Nanticoke
Lodge 541 F&AM; Valley of
Bloomsburg; and Irem Shrine,
Dallas, where served as Poten-
tate in 1972. He also was a mem-
ber of the Irem Producers and
the Irem Golf Association, and
the Wilkes-Barre Kiwanis.

Surviving are his wife, the for-
mer Shirley Cooper, with whom
he would have celebrated his
66th wedding anniversary on
October 25; son, Thomas E.
“Ted” Davis, of Savannah, Ga.;
daughter, Virginia Davis, of
Kingston; three grandchildren;
two great-grandchildren.

Memorial donations to the
Trinity Presbyterian Church or
the Meadows Nursing Center, 55
W. Center Hill Road, Dallas, PA
18612.
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ESTHER FERTIG

Was Holocaust survivor

Esther Fertig, formerly of
Kingston and Dallas, died
Wednesday, October 3, 2007 in
Sacramento, Calif.

Born and raised in Ostro-
wiec, Poland, she was molded
by World War II and the events
preceding it. Her parents,
Abraham and Yenta Malach,
and extended family were all
killed in the Holocaust, except
one of her three sisters.

Esther survived by subter-
fuge, masquerading as a Chris-
tian maid. She helped sustain
her sister, Hinda, and brother-
in-law, both in hiding, by steal-
ing food and delivering it to
them clandestinely.

After the war ended, Esther
met her husband, William
“Willy” in a displaced persons
camp in Austria, where they
later married. Her husband
was also a product of the
events of World War II, having
survived the misery of various
ghettos and concentration
camps. He escaped by jumping
from a train enroute to the gas
chambers near the end of the

war.

Esther and Willy immigrat-
ed to the United States, where
they experienced the Ameri-
can dream — working together,
raising a family and enjoying
all of the freedoms this country
offered. They reveled in the
success of their children.
While Willy only saw the be-
ginning of the next generation
with the birth of his first grand-
child, Esther cherished the
warmth and happiness of all
four grandchildren. In every
sense, they outlived those who
attempted to not let them live.

Surviving are her son,
James, of Norwich, N.Y;
daughter Judie Panneton, of
Sacramento, Calif.; four grand-
children; her sister, Hinda Ma-
lachi, of Israel.

Memorial donations to the
Education Funds of Yad Vash-
em, PO.B. 3477, Jerusalem,
91034, Israel, or the United
States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, P.O. Box 90988,
Washington, D.C. 20090-0988.
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Fall Rummage Sale set
The Annual Fall Rummage
Sale will be held from 9 a.m. to

4 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 19, and

from 9 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, Oct. 20, at the Dallas
United Methodist Church, 4
Parsonage St., Dallas.

Ballroom Dance
event planned

A Ballroom Dance event will
be held from 7 to 10 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 20, at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Route 118,
Dallas.

Tickets are $25 per couple
and refreshments will be avail-
able. To reserve your tickets,
please call 675-3859.

Spaghetti dinner will be
held at Gate of Heaven

A home style spaghetti dinner
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 20, at Gate of
Heaven Church, Machell Ave-
nue, Dallas. Takeouts will begin
at 4:30 p m.

The dinner includes spaghetti

with marinara sauce, home-
made meatballs, salad, Italian
bread, beverage and choice of
dessert. Tickets are $7 for adults
and $3.50 for children ages 6-12.
There is no charge for children
under 6 years of age.

For reservations or additional
information, call 675-3674 or
675-1579.

Roast beef
dinner planned

A roast beef dinner will be
held on Saturday, Oct. 20, at
Dymond Hollow United Metho-
dist church. Takeouts will be
available from 4 to 4:30 p.m.
Dinner will be served from 4:30
until sold out.

Dinner includes roast beef,
gravy, real mashed potatoes,
squash, green beans, homemade
coleslaw, homemade apple-
sauce, red beets, rolls, home-
made pies and beverages.

Tickets, at $8 for adults and
$4 for children ages 5-12, are
available at the door. Children
under age 5 can eat for free.

For more information, call
388-6566 or 333-5110.

Our Lady of Victory to
hold Night at the Races

Our Lady of Victory Church,
Harveys Lake, will hold a Night
at the Races from 6 to 10 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 3. Horses are
on sale for $10. The deadline to
purchase a horse is October 31.
Admission is $5 at the door and
no one under age 21 will be
admitted. For more information
or to purchase a horse, please
call 639-7118 or 333-5265.

Gospel music
concert planned

An afternoon of music will be
presented by the Mount Zion
Baptist Church (Hill Street,
Wilkes-Barre) adult and youth
choirs at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
11, at the Center Moreland Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

The church is located on
Creamery Road, Center More-
land. The Mount Zion choirs are
directed by Mrs. Michael Brew-
ster. For information, call 333-
4226.
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