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The North Branch Land Trust 
was recently selected as one of 23 
land conservation organizations 
from 16 states to participate in a 
second round of testing of a new 
national accreditation program. 
The program will recognize land 
conservation organizations, also 
known as land trusts, that meet 
national quality standards for 
protecting important natural 
places and working lands forever. 
The nation’s nearly 1,700 land 
trusts have protected over 11.9 
million acres of land. 

The North Branch Land Trust, 
headquartered in Trucksville, fo- 
cuses its conservation efforts on 
the watershed lands that frame 
the North Branch of the Susque- 
hana River and on Northeastern 
Peansylvania’s lands that com- 

its agricultural heritage. 
Q- its founding in 1994, North 

ch Land Trust has protected 
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mare than 7,000 acres with the 
cooperation of their landowners 
in seven counties. At the end of 
2005, the last year for which data 

* are available, North Branch Land 
* Trust ranked sixth in number of 

actes protected in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. 

Frank Oliver, executive direc- 
tor, explained “Accreditation is a 
new credential for land trusts and 
a new process for everyone in- 
vaved. We think that objective 
scrutiny of the land trust commu- 
nify will increase public confi- 
dence in the work we do, and if 
we're successful, we’ll be in a po- 
sifion to help and encourage oth- 
erconservation organizations at- 
tan the designation.” 

The North Branch Land Trust 
isone of 44 land trusts that are pi- 
laing the program, operated by 
the Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission, this year. Land 
trusts volunteered to be part of 
the program, and those selected 
to participate represent a diversi- 
ty of land trust sizes, geographic 
locations and types of land pro- 
tected. They will help the Com- 
mission improve the effective- 
ness and efficiency of the pro- 
gram before it goes nationwide 
next year. 

The Commission, an inde- 
pendent program of the Land 
Trust Alliance, was created in 
2006. “In an era when the public 
is demanding accountability 
from government and nonprofit 
organizations, independent land 
trust accreditation will help pro- 
vide the assurance of quality and 
permanence of land conservation 
the public is looking for,” ex- 
plained Executive Director of the 
Commission, Tammara Van Ryn. 

The accreditation program will 
be tested in 2007 and will be avail- 
able to interested organizations 
starting in 2008. At that time, 
land trusts can join the ranks of 
other nonprofit organizations 
that gain professional recogni- 
tion through accreditation, such 
as museums, z00s, aquariums, 
colleges and hospitals. Accredit- 
ed land trusts will be able to dis- 
play a seal indicating to the public 
that they meet national stan- 
dards for excellence, uphold the 
public trust and ensure that con- 
servation efforts are permanent. 

Van Ryn emphasized, “We are 
extremely grateful to the land 
trusts that volunteered to be part 
of the pilot accreditation pro- 
gram. These organizations are 
willing to demonstrate publicly 
their commitment to high stan- 
dards of ethics and operations 
and serve the land conservation 
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Really Cooking Cafe & Catering 
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Comfort Food With A Contemporary Twist 
  

9 Out Of 10 Dads a 
Sunday Brunch at Really 

etter than a neck tie! 
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Sunday Brunch 8:00 to 4:00 

Dinner 4:00 to 8:00 

Chef Gregory will be at the Piano 
Reservations Suggested 

Mon. - Thurs. 11 to 9 ~ Fri-Sat. 11010 ~ Sun. 11t0 & 
31 Tunkhannock Highway ( 309 North) Dallas, PA 186612 

570-674-5668 
Reservations Accepted       

  
1 CITRYCT los oY TTT TO [Te ITT 

Sicilian Style Pizza, 
Our Wings & Other Menu Items 

Eat In Or Take Out! 
   

  

   
   

   

    
   
   

   
   

BLT is testing for accreditation 
community and the American 
public by shaping this new pro- 
gram.” 

North Branch Land Trust ac- 
complishes its conservation mis- 
sion primarily by helping lan- 
downers place legally binding 
conservation agreements, called 
conservation easements, on their 
land. Typically, these agreements 
are donated by the landowner, 
and the federal government en- 
courages such donations through 
the tax codes. Less frequently, 
the Land Trust will seek financial 
resources to purchase the devel- 
opment rights on land. Owner- 
ship of the land does not change 
with a conservation agreement. 
Landowners maintain ownership 
and continue to manage their 
land’s resources within the re- 
strictions of the conservation 
agreement, and they can sell the 
property or bequeath it to their 
heirs. A conservation agreement 
simply limits or prohibits devel- 
opment according to the individ- 
ual easement’s specifications. 
The nonprofit Land Trust relies 
almost exclusively on member- 
ships, gifts, and grants for its 
work. 

The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission will award the ac- 
creditation seal to community in- 
stitutions that meet national 
quality standards for protecting 
important natural places and 
working lands forever. The Com- 
mission, an independent pro- 
gram of the Land Trust Alliance 
established in 2006, is governed a 
volunteer board of diverse land 
conservation and nonprofit man- 
agement experts from around the 
country. For more information 
please visit www.landtrustac- 
creditation.org. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

            
    

          
    

  

    

  

        
                            
      

                              
                                                        

  

  

: A[H[E[A[D AW/AIRIEENE/A[RIMCIR] 1 [8 
— King Crossword — LIAID[D/EIRIEM|A[RIA|TEMO[LIEMMHIA[N|A 

Fli|o|p|L|E|R[O|N|T|H[EIR[O[O|FIME|VIA[N 
Puzzles, Page 2 Answers AlRAMMT[AO[S Elk GIT/R[E[ND 

Go Figure! Solution time: 21 mins. "AFI SRE EERE 
answers Els|p RIO|IAIMIS HlI]P P|O|M|P P|U|P|P|E|T|O|N|A|C|H|A|I|N 

Toll (Fino "BUI A rlo/PlE|sIMB[R[1[E AlR|O|N c|rlo 
o/RIRIN+ E/RIO/DIMP|o/KE[SIlTIAIC]I]T 

UN INTY PACERS LY wEEl [RIAN B[olD[E T|E|R|E|S|A 
EIA|IREEHIAISIHIEIS s|T|R[A[N|G|E[R[S[O[N|A|[TIR[A[I[N 

A[LIBIE|DIORAILIUIM I [N|SsTE[R[T JIEIEIRJMFIrIO/IMIMT|E|C 
LIE[JUIMH[A[VIBs|L][o]s|H sioli|L/sIAMENDIMBLIAD/EMUIM|A 
GIAIGIEER DI AIDE KINIEIE NAV E|X|E|C s/wiaA|YIlDo|R[AIP[E 
AlslslAly YIElS EIRIR TIH|E{C|A|{T|I[N|T|H|E[H|A|T A|{T|T|N 

sTRIAISE FI LIA [EIR Linas Ao MAN BIAIRINIE]Y 
s|plolo/LIMG|E| 1 [s[HIABMAIL[A| 

BIRJUINIC|HIggL|A|B MEATIYIlZ EE i[clo/NJlE[P|A 
YIOINSRHIOINIE|Y|C[O|M|B RASH TIUIR[K[E[Y[IIN[T[R]E[S|T|R][A|W 
E|O|N T(R|{I|T|E FIE|E E\T|TIERMA|IL|I Lit|L|alclls|olr|T]|I[E 
SKYE sS|TIE[E|RIMF|A plolE|lSEMR|U/EMMGINIA[S[H M|Y|E[R|S     
  

                                    

  

        

  

              

W. CURTIS WY (OJ V2 FILM SERIES 

F.M. KIRBY CENTER | 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS | 

Summer 2007 Fit Schone 
Showtimes: 1:00pm $6 * 7:30pm $8 
5-Show Ticket Series: $25 and $35 

VENUS * June 20 © Rated R: 95 Minutes 
Giving a staggering, fearless, defiantly untamed performance, Peter O'Toole, 74, plays 
Maurice, a still-employable British actor enthralled with a friend’s visiting 19 year-old 
grandniece, Jessie. Although petulant and crude, Maurice ignores those characteristics 
and sees Jessie as a reason to live. Jessie soon blossoms under Maurice's attention and they 
become deep genuine friends in this May-December relationship. With Vanessa Redgrave 
and the great Leslie Phillips. 

THE LIVES OF OTHERS june 27 + Rated 2 
137 Minutes 
This political thriller and human drama won the 2007 Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film. 
Set in 1984 East Germany, this heart-jolting film explores oppression and personal liberty 
under the constant watch of the State Secret Police. With their goal to know everything 
about the lives of its citizens, the story focuses on the surveillance of a famous playwright, 
his celebrity actress live-in girlfriend, and the Stasi officer assigned to watch them. The drama 

unfolds with the officer transforming from a shell of a man leading an empty existence to a human being deeply 
involved in the couple's lives. In the finale, this turnabout brings surprises and profoundly moving perspectives on 
lives, actions, and consequences. 

AMAZING GRACE «July 18 + Rated PG; 111 Minuses 
A quintessential historical epic, the film details 18th Century British politician William 
Wilberforce’s life-long mission to end slavery in the British Empire, Although born into a 
well-to-do merchant family, Wilberforce opts to enter politics and is elected into Parliament 
at the age of twenty-one. Inspired to serve by humanitarian interests, the young philanthropist 
soon becomes a leading advocate of social reform. Even though he experiences set-backs, 
Wilberforce is spurred on in his abolitionist efforts by John Newton (Albert Finney), the 
remorseful former slave ship caption who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace following a 

dramatic religious conversion. 
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Really Cooking Cafe & Catering 
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Why. are we called REALLY COOKING? .. 
Because thats what we do. 

Everything we proudly offer has been expertly prepared using quality ingredients and recipes we have spent 
many years to develop and perfect. We really cook and bake all of our fine foods. This assures us the best 

product possible, so we can be proud to offer it to you, our guests. 
We realize that if we want tasty, buttery pastries we have to use real butter. 

If we want cheesy macaroni and cheese, you guessed it ... 
This commitment to quality is what gives our products a high standard that is difficult to find in todays 

real cheese. 

Fast Food/Mass Marketed industry. 
Is it worth the extra effort? Sure it is? Why? 

Because you deserve the best!   
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< - ‘Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
4p wn Sunday 4 p.m.-10 p.m. 

  

* bios ® Pizzas » New Appetizers 
» Toppings * Wraps e Salads 
* Original * Strombolis * Pasta Dinners 
e Fried Sicilian © Chicken Wings Regular 
e Specialty Pizzas ~~ & Sauces Dinners (Fish 
* Wraps * 12” Hot & Cold  & Chicken) 

Subs 

( ii “WE ARE AS CLOSE AS 

  

SIRLOIN 

RIB EYE 

STEAK FAJITAS 

RIB EYE SANDWICH 

‘BEEF ... I'T'S WHAT'S 
s» FOR DINNER 

YOUR PHONE” 

  

oN IR crs at IREM 
All You Can Eat Breakfast Buffet 

Only $7.25 Complete 
Serving Every Sunday 

(Except Holidays) 

8am until 1pm 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

  

  

  

REM GOUNTRY GLUB     

  

397 Country Club Road Dallas, Pa 
675-1134 Ext.231 NS Pi 
  

FASTEST HOME 
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