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College Misericordia incorpo-
rates service-learning projects
into many of its courses. The
projects engage students in the
development of life-long civic
responsibility through academ-
ic coursework. Students gain
knowledge, skills and commit-
ment to make a significant im-
pact in their communities. The
combination of strong academ-
ics, career development and
community-service leadership
fosters the development of citi-
zens who will take active lead-
ership roles.

Students work on community
projects and in hospitals, long-
- term care facilities, schools and
parishes while volunteering
their time and services abroad
and in Northeastern Pennsylva-

‘l{' .
" 'ia. Oftentimes, students and

Yaculty volunteer in their fields
of expertise, like education,
health care and social work.
For example, students orga-
~ % nize, distribute and read to ele-
.. mentary school children
. through the First Book pro-
£ gram. The program provides
: free books to children at the
McGlynn and Mineral Springs
Learning Centers in Wilkes-
Barre, and the Kids Café in
Plains Township. Misericordia
students active in several cam-
pus volunteer organizations al-
* so tutor these same students in
reading, writing and arithmetic.
“Service to community is a
time-honored tradition at Mi-
sericordia,” said Dr. Michael A.
MacDowell, president of Col-
lege Misericordia. “Nurtured by
our founders and sponsors, the
Sisters of Mercy, every Miser-
icordia student, faculty and
staff member understands that
service to others is an expected
d honored part of their associ-
ation with this institution.”
Campus Compact has con-
ducted an annual membership
survey since 1987. Its purpose is
to assess the current state of
campus-based community en-
gagement and to identify
emerging trends. It has shown a
strong trend toward increased
engagement among member in-
stitutions, as measured by ser-
vice opportunities, participa-
tion in service-learning, com-
munity partnerships, and re-
sources and infrastructures to
support service work.
“Service learning is contin-
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uing to grow as a valued peda-
gogy, and our member institu-
tions are pioneers in the field,”
said Maureen F. Curley, presi-
dent of Campus Compact. “Sup-
port for service learning and
other engagement activities at
the institutional level is at an
all-time high and students are
eagerly participating.”

Misericordia provides several
opportunities for students, fac-
ulty and staff to participate in
service-oriented projects. The
Service Leadership Center, un-
der the direction of Linda Ross,
manages and coordinates ser-
vice learning. In the 2005-06
academic year, Misericordia
provided 32 service-learning
courses and had 662 students
participate an average of 9.4
hours per week.

“Our students have been vol-
unteering their time and talents
for many years,” said Ross.
“More than 41 percent of our
students were actively involved
in civic engagement activities.

1a volunteers reach out around the world

Jamaican children give Misericordia student Joelle Rhayem a new hairdo during the annual service-
learning trip to Lionel Town, Jamaica in January 2007. Rhayem graduated magna cum laude on May
19th with a bachelor’s degree in biology. She plans to attend medical school.

It helps them develop as profes-
sionals and as individuals while
also helping the greater com-
munity.”

Misericordia’s students also
have numerous civic opportuni-
ties available through Campus
Ministry under the direction of
Rev. Michael Bryant. In the
2005-06 academic year, Campus
Ministry students provided
1,508 service hours through 25
different programs, including
the Adopt-A-Friend and Adopt-
A-Grandparent programs, and
service trips to Jamaica, Guya-
na and Mississippi.

Campus Compact is a nation-
al coalition of more than 1,000
college and university presi-
dents -representing about 6 mil-
lion students - who are commit-
ted to fulfilling the civic purpos-
es of higher education. As the
only national association dedi-
cated to this mission, Campus
Compact is a leader in building
civic engagement into campus
and academic life.

Jon Carson, Ph.D., P.E., Associ-
ate Professor of Engineering at
Penn State Wilkes-Barre, re-
ceived the Hayfield Award for
Outstanding Faculty Member of
the Year.

The award is based on a combi-
nation of teaching excellence and
contribution to the general wel-
fare of students at the campus
and is determined by the student
body.

According to the nominations,
Dr. Carson often works very long
hours and offers a helping hand
to “anyone with anything.” He is
a dedicated teacher and advisor
- and an excellent mentor.
i¥  Asnoted by one nominator, he

% is “one of the most intelligent and
~©  pleasant professors I have met.”

' Dr. Carson was also recognized

v .)r his use of real life scenarios in

o nis course projects for students

~ so students have hands-on expe-

rience when they enter the work-
force.

As advisor to the Engineering
Club, Dr. Carson supported their
work with the Haunted Forest
and was instrumental in helping
create a Holiday Train Display at
Penn State Wilkes-Barre where
the campus buildings were creat-
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Dr. Jon Carson received the Hayfield Award for outstanding
teaching at Penn State Wilkes-Barre at a recent awards ceremo-
ny. Shown with Carson are, from left, Jessica Wysocki, Student
Government Association President; and Vern Gernhart, Engineer-
ing Club's Outstanding Club Member of the Year.

ed in a precise 1 to 174 scale.

University of Illinois. He is a Reg-

Dr. Carson received his B.S. in istered Professional Engineer in
Agricultural Engineering from both Illinois and Pennsylvania.

Penn State in 1977 and both his

He joined the Penn State facul-

M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Agri- tyin 1985.

cultural Engineering from the
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Misericordia student Stephanie Pellegrino, right, and a seventh
grade student from St. Peter Memorial School clean the littered-
filled banks of the Rio Grande River in Laredo, Texas, during this
year's spring break service trip.

Leah West, a senior physical
therapy major from Felton, Del.,
spends time with a Guyanese
child during the service learn-
ing trip in 2006. West gradu-
ated May 19, 2007 with a mas-
ter's degree in PT.

Alyssa Lefano, an occupational therapy student at College Miser-
. icordia, holds an elementary-aged Jamaican boy during a service

trip to Jamaica with Campus Ministry.

How are you going to pay
for your addition?

Click KNBTequity.com today. No application fees. Apply now!

With convenient 24/7 access, online loan applications and a fast and easy
approval process, KNBTequity.com is the first place to go if you're looking for

a Home Equity Loan. It's quick and easy, it's available any time, and you can use
your KNBT Home Equity Loan for debt consolidation, home improvements,
college tuition or any other reason. You can also visit one of our convenient
locations and speak with a home equity expert.

So, if you need a Home Equity Loan, visit KNBTequity.com today.
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Visit one of our many convenient offices in the Lehigh Valley and Northeast Pennsylvania.
Call. Click. Visit. Bank.
800-996-2062
www.knbt.com
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