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Settlement pending 
In bias suit against 
township, supervisors 

By RONALD BARTIZEK 
Post Staff 
  

KINGSTON TWP. — The 
supervisors agreed at their Oct. 
13 meeting to accept a settle- 
ment in the discrimination suit 
filed by township clerk 
Kathleen Sebastian against the 
township and Supervisors Paul 
Sabol, J. Carl Goodwin, John 
Versari and Cornelius Allen. 

Terms were not announced 
because all parties to the suit 
have not yet signed the agree- 
ment. But Sebastian said after 
the meeting that she expected 
a final settlement soon. Once 
the agreement is completed, 
the terms will be made avail- 
able to the public. 

“Pm very glad it’s over,” she 
said. “It's been three long 
years.” 

In the suit, filed Oct. 21, 
2003, Sebastian stated she was 
appointed acting township 
manager in Oct. 2001 after the 
previous manager, Jeffrey Box, 
resigned. Prior to the appoint- 
ment she served as assistant 
township manager, a post she 
said she was given two weeks 
after first being hired in 1999. 

While working as acting 
township manager, she applied 
for the township manager posi- 
tion and was interviewed for 
the post. She said that after her 

Political sign regs 
By RONALD BARTIZEK 

Post Staff   

KINGSTON TWP. — There 
is still a township ordinance 
governing posting political 
signs, but it will not be 
enforced. 

After discussing options at 
their Oct. 13 meeting that 
included repealing portions of 
the ordinance, the supervisors 
decided to take the advice of 
solicitor Ben Jones III and sus- 
pend enforcement until Jones 
can research a possible alterna- 
tive. 

Supervisor Carl Goodwin 
first made a motion to repeal 
the requirement that individu- 
als obtain a permit to display a 
campaign sign, but retain the 
rest of the ordinance. Jones 
noted that at least five provi- 
sions of the law could be chal- 
lenged, and also cautioned that 
it would take several months to 
do the research. 

Chairman Chris Yankovich 
asked if time limits, which now 
limit display to a period 30 
days before until 10 days after 
an election, could be retained. 
Jones said those types of 
restrictions had been struck 
down in other cases. 

After more discussion, the 

interview supervisors changed 
the qualifications so she would 
not be able to apply, according 
to her suit. 

During the application and 
selection process, Sebastian 
claims, Sabol made discrimina- 
tory comments about her, 
including comments about her 
marital status, whether there 
would be a problem between 
her and single men if she were 
appointed to the position and 
about the way she dressed. 

The supervisors appointed 
Edmund O’Neill as township 
manager in May 2002 and 
Sebastian returned to the post 
of assistant manager. 

She was later demoted to 
township clerk. 

In the suit, Sebastian sought 
lost wages and benefits, plus 
interest. She also sought dam- 
ages resulting from humilia- 
tion, embarrassment and emo- 
tional distress. 

Sabol and Goodwin are still 
on the board of supervisors. 
Versari and Allen lost their 
seats in the November 2003 
election, and Box was elected 
to the board then. 

Sebastian said Wednesday 
that she would continue to 
work for the township. 

“I like my job, I always have. 
If I didn’t, I would not have 
stayed.” 

won't be enforced 
supervisors voted unanimously 
to suspend enforcement of the 
ordinance, and to remove signs 
only if they are placed on town- 
ship property or create a safety 
hazard. 

In other business, the super- 
visors: 

e Voted 5-0 to appoint 
Carver & Associates to audit 
the 2004 financial statements, 
at a cost of $4.300. The price 
was $1,700 less than the next 
nearest bid. 

eo Voted unanimously to 
change carriers for township 
employees’ life, accident and 
disability insurance from 
Principal Financial Group to 
Harleysville Life Insurance. 
Township Manager Eddie 
O’Neill said the switch would 
save more than $8,000 per 
year. 

® Authorized O’Neill to 
have a tree at 130 Mount Airy 
Road removed because it rep- 
resents a safety hazard. “I'm 
worried about it falling on the 
children waiting there for the 
school bus,” Jones said in rec- 
ommending the action, which 
will cost up to $1,200. The 
township is taking responsibil- 
ity because more than half of 
the tree’s base is on township 
right-of-way.   
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Preferred Auto Insurance Rates. Aren’t You 

Glad You Paid Attention in Driver’s Ed. 

1 To find out more about our auto insurance — 

| Call me... Stop by... Log on - it’s your choice! 

GORDON-SMITH Insurance Agency 
Charles W. Gordon, Associate Agent 
Lauren M. Smith, Agent 
570-675-5234 
smithL68 @nationwide.com 

Nationwide’ 
Insurance & 
Financial Services 

Nationwide is On Your Side’ 

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies, Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220 
AS 11/00     

    

  

     Getting 
down 
and 
dirty 
In photo above, Mike 

Goldsmith, a member of 

Kingston Township road crew, 

finds himself in the middle of 
Harris Hill Road while repair- 

ing a storm sewer. 

At right, Goldsmith helps 

maneuver a replacement piece 

into place. 
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  GRIFFITHS 
(continued from page 1) 

some saw as attempts to reduce 

the superintendent’s power, 
including changing the hiring 
policy. 

Asked if he was leaving 
because of souring board rela- 
tions, Griffiths replied: “Let’s 

just say that when you start 
looking for educational oppor- 
tunities, you do it at a time and 
a place when it’s a necessity.” 

Griffiths said that when he 
notified the board of his plans 
to retire, it offered him a three- 
year contract extension, but 
“that was after the fact.” 

He enjoyed strong support 
from some board members and 
from many parents, who 
praised the success of the dis- 
trict during his tenure, includ- 
ing consistently high state test 
scores. Some of those who 
thanked him after the meeting 
did so with tears in their eyes. 

Griffiths joined Dallas 18 
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years ago as middle school prin- erature books in the high members regarding the cost 
cipal. Four years later he 
became assistant superintend- 
ent of curriculum and instruc- 
tion. In December 1996, then- 
Superintendent Gerald Wycallis 
became too ill to work, and 
Griffiths assumed his daily 
duties. 

Wycallis died Jan. 18, 1997, 
and the board tabbed Griffiths 
as acting superintendent begin- 
ning that February. Two months 
later Griffiths got a four-year 
contract as superintendent that 
began May 1, 1997. That con- 
tract was later renewed through 
June 2005. 

He oversaw sweeping 
changes in curriculum, includ- 
ing the introduction of “block 
scheduling” that doubled the 
time students spend in a single 
class to 82 minutes a day. Most 
recently he helped in the adop- 
tion of customized English lit- 
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PENN-LEE FOOTWEAR 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-9 » SATURDAY 9-5 « SUNDAY 12-5 
161-163 E. MAIN ST. (MINERS MILLS SECTION) OF WILKES-BARRE 

PHONE: 825-5346   

school. 
The district also conducted 

extensive construction and ren- 
ovation projects at the elemen- 
tary and middle schools during 
his tenure, often with some 
sharp debate among board 

  

    

   

   

and quality of work. 
A special audit commissioned 

by some members of the board 
earlier this year put some of the 
blame for cost overruns 
Griffiths’ office, a contention ™ 
disputed. 

  
  

SENIOR MENUS 

Senior Citizens Centers spon- 
sored by the Area Agency on 
aging for Luzerne and Wyoming 
Counties offers hot noon meals 
Monday through Friday to peo- 
ple 60 years of age or older. 
Donations from participants are 
gratefully accepted and needed 
in order to expand this program. 
The following is the menu for 
the week of Oct. 18-22. All 
menus include margarine, milk 
and coffee. The Senior Center is 
located at 22 Rice St., Dallas. 
MONDAY: Baked chicken, 

Salo 
Welcomes... 
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' 

sweet potatoes, vanilla wafers. 
TUESDAY: Baked ham with 

pineapple sauce, scalloped 
potatoes, peas and carrots, 

orange sections. 
WEDNESDAY: Stuffed cab- 

bage, parsley boiled potatoes, 
green beans, apple sauce. 
THURSDAY: Roast pork, 

whipped potatoes, Roman veg- 
etable medley, brownie. 1 
FRIDAY: Roast turkey on 

sandwich roll, three bean salad, 
chicken noodle soup, vanilla ice 
cream. i 
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— Experience the Difference — 

Melissa Scharff and Amy Wengen 
If you want the absolute finest treatment for your nails, call Melissa 
or Amy. Melissa brings with her 15 years of experience in pedicures, 

fiberglass and extreme glaze and nail art. She is also the previous 
owner of Melissa's Personal Touch Nail Salon. 
Amy also specializes in pedicures, fiberglass 

and extreme glaze, extensions and acrylic. 

Tm 675-5111 
www.SalonNouveau.com 
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Coverage Area: The Post covers the “Back Mountain” area of Luzerne 
County, including the Dallas and Lake-Lehman school districts, and 
southern Wyoming County. We try to get to as many events as possi- 
ble, but staff and space limitations make it impossible to cover every- 
thing. If you have news about your family, town or organization, please 
send it to us and we'll try to get it in. Photographs are welcome. You 
may send items to the address above, or drop them off at the 
Uni-Mart in Dallas near the intersection of Routes 309 and 415. 
E-mail is the best and most timely method for submissions. Send items 
(digital photos, too) to: thepost@leader.net 
Deadline is noon, Wednesday prior to publication. 
Corrections, clarifications: The Post will correct errors of fact or clari- 
fy any misunderstandings created by a story. Call 675-5211. 
Have a story idea? Please call, we'd like to hear about it. 
Letters: The Post prints letters of local interest. Send letters to: Editor, 
The Post, 15 N. Main St., Wilkes-Barre PA 18711. All letters must be 
signed and include a phone number at which we can reach the author. 
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Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays at 5 p.m.. 
Call (570) 970-7102 
We have a variety of rates/and programs to suit your advertising needs. 
The Post satisfies most ¢o-op ad programs. Creative services at no 
charge. Combination rates with The Abington Joumal, Clarks Summit, and 
the Sunday Dispatch, Pittston available. 
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We can provide color prints of photos taken by our staff. Only 8x10 
is available, at $25 for the first print and $15 each thereafter. i 
Prepayment required. Call, mail in, or stop by to order. i 

    

   
Orders for subscriptions received by Friday at noon will begin the following | 
week. Please inform us of damage or delay, call 829-5000. 5 

The Post (ISSN - 1551-1650) 

Published weekly by Cypress Media, LLC. $26 per year, in Luzeme and 
Wyoming counties (PA). Call 829-7141 for rates to other areas. 
Periodicals postage paid at Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-9998 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Post, 15 N. Main St., 
Wilkes-Barre PA 18711 
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