
  

  

  

The Post 
      

@usiness 

NEWS 
  

Sunday, January 18, 2004 3 
  

  

  

(continued from page 1) 

  

mation on the association's 
web site; to create an entrepre- 
neurial program to encourage 
  and aid small business startups, 

and to invite new committee 
members. 
“Banta said a decline in the 
business community began sev- 
eral years ago when Common- 
wealth Telephone moved 300 
employees out of Dallas Town- 
ship to take advantage of tax in- 
centives offered by a Wilkes- 
Barre Keystone Opportunity 
one. A string of losses have 

occurred since, including the 
movement of 100 jobs at epix 
from Twin Stacks Center, and 
the ENCON closure last spring, 
which laid off 97 workers. 

  

  

lo You see stores 

boarded up — our 
feeling is that’s 

not where we 
  

©" want to be.” 

Lynn Banta 
J BMBPA President 

  

    
Members of a committee formed by the Back Mountain Business and Professional Associa- 
tion met to begin formation of a Back Mountain Economic Development Council. From left, 

. seated: Lynn Banta, Bobbie Steever. Standing: Tom Robinson, Nancy Eckert, Michael Mac- 
b Dowell, Atty. Bernard Walter. They are standing by a board that contains the group's mis- 
  

  
  

sion Statement. 

next to McDonald's. Rave’s Gar- 
den Center in Shavertown has 
announced it is closing and Yes- 
terday’s restaurant in 
Trucksville is also vacant. 

With the fear that other busi- 
nesses may close or move to 
another location, Banta said 
the group was faced with a de- 
cision. “Should we remain this 
quasi-social organization, or did 
we want to do something?” 
Members of the association 

have been meeting since 2002 
to discuss what to do about the 

“Banta ties the closing of 
maller businesses like restau- 

rants and gas stations to the 
loss of those businesses. 
“If there aren’t a certain num- 
her of people working in the 
Back Mountain, businesses 
can’t survive,” she said. 
.2In the last year alone, Pizza 
Hut, Domino’s, Mimmo’s Pizza, 
Pizza Hut and Big Apple Bagel 
+ all located along either 
Route 309 or Route 415 — 
have closed. There are two 
boarded up gas stations in 
downtown Dallas Borough and 
afiother in Kingston Township 
  

  

    
Members of the Dallas Mires Movs; age-group team lined 
up before a recent meet. 

  Pool 
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joy the camaraderie, team 
concept, have a good time and “It was a dream 
learn something,” said Stretans- 
Id. to develop an 

Dallas Mini-Mounts swim age-based group 
team age groups are: 8 and un- ; 
der, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14. The sSwun program 
minimum age is 6. : ” 

The response to the program J or young kids. 
has been phenomenal. “We 
were hoping for 30 kids to start 
— total. We sent out flyers in 
the schools, had ads in the pa- 
pers, and notices on television,” 
says Stretanski. 

Today, there are 65 children 
in the program, with four 
coaches. At practices, the pool 
is overflowing with children 
swimming both ways in a single 
swim lane. The noise is wel 
comed and the fun contagious. 
Though this program will 

Matt Stretanski 
Dallas High School swim coach 
  

end in February, plans are being 
made through the U.S. Swim 
and Diving Club for a similar 
summer program for children 
starting May 10. That program 
will be less team-oriented, and 
the meets will be open and invi- 
tational. 

Interested persons can call 
Kathy Berger at 675-0817 or 
Ken Greenwood at 675-2759. 

  

  

Post drop box update 
he building that housed The Post until October has been sold, 
the drop off box there has been closed. A box at the Uni-Mart 

in Dallas, across from the Dallas Shopping Center, remains open. 
News items, photos and other correspondence can be deposited 
there at any time. Please do not place cash or checks in the box.   

decline. Some of those meet- 
ings were with the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Banta said there is a large- 
scale economic development ef- 
fort being conducted in and 
around Wilkes-Barre by the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
newly elected officials, but it 
doesn’t address the Back Moun- 
tain’s situation. 

“We need to make sure that 
were main consistent and also 
grow in that process,” said Ban- 

ta. 

Banta said the business asso- 
ciation has boosted its member- 
ship by 48 percent in the past 
year, and now has 148 mem- 
bers. 

“We feel if we don’t get in- 
volved, we have no chance of 

preventing it (more businesses 
losses) from happening again. 
It’s time for us to have a bigger 
presence,” said Banta. 

To get more information on 
the BMBPA, go to their website 
at www.bmbpa.com. 

Honors classes planned 
for Junior-Senior HS 

By ERIN YOUNGMAN 
Post Staff 
  

LEHMAN TWP. — Curricu- 
lum changes could be coming 
to Lake-Lehman’s Junior-Senior 
High School building. 

Citing No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) legislation, Co-Princi- 
pal Michael Gokay has pro- 
posed several course changes 
and additions. 

The school board will vote 
on the changes at Tuesday’s 
public meeting. 

“With NCLB, it’s (the cur- 
riculum review process) a 
much more serious review. We 
want to make sure the curricu- 
lum is in line with state and na- 
tional standards,” Gokay said. 

He said after completing the 
review, it was apparent there 
was some duplication of course 
material occurring between the 
two schools. 

“We want to make sure the 
courses are sequenced. This 
way we're not building a foun- 

dation on top of a foundation,” 

Gokay said. 
At the junior high level, 

Gokay is proposing to drop five 
courses and to add seven. He 
said for the first time Algebra I 
Honors, will be offered at the 
junior high level. Only pre-alge- 
bra was offered previously. 

At the senior high, Gokay is 
recommending World History I 
be dropped and World History, 
Algebra II Honors, and Chem- 

istry Honors, be added. 

Gokay also proposes to do 
away with course terms 
“Achievement” and “Accelerat- 
ed,” and instead use the more 
universally recognized “Hon- 
ors.” 

Other proposed changes: 
e Incorporate the school 

newspaper into the journalism 
course. 

e Add specific criteria to the 
young scholar program. 

¢ Pilot two physical educa- 
tion courses. 

Gym floor to be protected for donkey game 
LEHMAN TWP. — The annual donkey basketball game will 

take place as usual and on the new gymnasium floor, Lake- 
Lehman acting Superintendent Robert Roberts said at Tueslars 
meeting. 

School Board member Harold Cornell Jr. questioned if the 
game, scheduled for later this month, will damage the newly con- 
structed junior/senior high school gymnasium. Roberts assured 
Cornell a cover will be placed over the floor to eliminate any prob- 
lems. 

James Mahon, board president, said this year’s game will allow 
about 2,000 spectators, compared to 500 in previous years. All pro- 
ceeds go into the senior class fund. 

In other business: 

¢ Tracy Hallowich is expected to be named assistant secondary 
principal at a salary of $50,000. The board will approve Hallowich 
next week. 

— By Kalen Churcher 

  

Dallas School District hires business manager 
By ERIN YOUNGMAN 

Post Staff ;   

DALLAS TWP. — The 
School Board voted unani- 
mously at its January 12 meet- 
ing to hire Grant Palfey as a 
new full-time business manag- 
er. Palfey replaces part-time 
manager Al Melone, who re- 
signed in October. 

Palfey was hired at a rate of 
$55,000 annually, plus benefits. 
Board president David Usavage 
said Melone was paid $59,000 
with no benefits. Usavage said 
having the full-time manager 
will be more expensive (due to 
benefits), but said a full-time 
manager will be better able to 
serve the district. 

“It will be a couple of dollars 
more, but having someone here 
full-time will do nothing but 
better serve the needs of the 
district,” said Usavage. 

Usavage said Palfey has two 
sisters that work in the district 
as teachers. 

During the meeting, resident 
Russell Ockenhouse said he 
was concerned about the safety 
of the children and asked what 
was being done about the 
‘faulty fire alarm system. After 

an executive session following 
the regular meeting, board 
members authorized Building 
and Grounds Supervisor Mark 
Kraynack to solicit bids to re- 
pair the system. 

Kraynack said although there 
is a malfunction on the system, 
it is working as it always has. 
“The kids are safe,” he said. He 
later added, “At the moment, 
the system works fine.” 

In other business, Tracy Mor- 
gan was hired as a long-term 
5th grade substitute to replace 
Catherine Tasko. 

    
abo 
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The Dallas School Board appointed Grant Palfey to be the 
district's new full-time business manager. Pictured from left, 
Superintendent Gil Griffiths and Palfey. 

  

Recovery fund for Dallas fire victims 
dA fire recovery fund has 

been established for the family 
of Gordon Witt. The Witt home 
on Main Street in Dallas was 
heavily damaged by fire on De- 
cember 28. Gordon Witt is a 
volunteer with the Trucksville 
Fire Department, which has set 
up an account to accept dona- 

  

212 Mooretown Rd. (Mooretown) 
~~ Sweet Valley 

YANKEE CANDLE 
i= January FRAGRANCE 

      
    

  

  

. OVER 34,000 MONOGRAM DESIGNS 

» COUNTRY & PRIMITIVE GIFTS 

* 62 YANKEE CANDLE SCENTS 

570-477-3940 Fp ods 10   

tions to assist the family of 
five. 

Contributions may be sent 
to: 

The Gordon Witt Fire Victim 
Family Fund 
c/o First Liberty Bank 
165 S. Memorial Hwy. 
Trucksville, PA 18708   

Correction 

An editorial in last week's 
Post stated that J. Carl Good- 
win had been appointed to 
the Kingston Township Board 
of Supervisors. Goodwin was 
elected to the board in 2001, 
and began serving a four-year 
term in January, 2002. 

  

  

  

BOB'S 

|  Regluing and Caning 

Free Estimates ® Pickup ® Delivery 

675-3012   

  

Tell our advertisers you 

saw them in The Post. 

They'll appreciate it, 

and so will we. 
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SALE 
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CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 

164 UNITED PENN PLAZA 
KINGSTON 
5702835116   
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Simon & Co. Jewelers 
One a Year Clearance 20%- 50% OFF Trough 

636 Market Street, Kingston, Pennsylvania 570.718.1268 
  

| f You Want Perfection... Try Qur Sicilian Style Pizza, | 
Our Wings & Other Menu Items | 

  

  Eat In Or Take Out! 

i Pizza Perfect     

  

  
  

Fa ALAA L LAL 

WE AT RUN ON A FULL TANK SO YOU 
NEVER HAVE TO RUN ON EMPTY. 

If you've signed up for automatic delivery of heating oil with Agway Energy 
Products, you know that keeping your heating oil tank full is one thing you don't 
have to worry about. Because all our automatic delivery customers get our no- 
tun-out guarantee. Which means we monitor, your heating oil usage, and send 
one of our trucks over to fill up your tank before it runs out. 

Add to that our other services, like 24-hour emergency service—call anytime 
of day or night, anytime of the year—and what you have is a heating service 
that's both economical and reliable. In short, what you have is peace of mind. 

ESNAG\WAY 
sw ENERGY PRODUCTS 

60 Pittston Avenue * Yatesville, PA 18640 * 1-800-865-3835 
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Prepare for the March 27 Exam 

Free Refreshers for May 1 and 

Senior Year Exams 

Improve up to 200 Points 

Math & Verbal Preparation 
Information Sessions: Jan. 25th 

Call for times in Pittston & Waverly 

  

  
Professional Tutoring Center 

655-6766 and 587-4770 

Now two locations! The Oblates In Pittston 

and The Waverly Community Center 
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