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ally no regrets there,”
Swingle said. “It’s never both-
ered me about not going on
and seeing the way things
could’ve turned out.”

Swingle eventually went on
to coach teeners baseball in the
Back Mountain, where he won
two league titles. The former
high school wrestler also estab-
lished the Noxen Strikers, an el-
ementary school wrestling pro-
gram. The Strikers produced
several quality wrestlers who
went on to have strong high
school careers with Lake-
Lehman, Dallas and Tunkhan-
nock.

Swingle currently serves as
assistant wrestling coach under
his son, who is head coach at
Meyers.

Unlike Swingle, Shalata did
pursue a career in professional
baseball. The 1954 Lake-Noxen
grad, voted outstanding athlete
during his senior year, played
two years of minor league ball
in the St. Louis Cardinals or-
ganization. He said he led his
class-C team in doubles and
triples during his first year,
1955.

“It was great. There were a
lot of nice guys in that league
we played in,” Shalata said. “I
played against Gary Bell in the
Cleveland farm system. I
played against Willie McCovey
in the Giants organization.”

Shalata’s . professional base-
ball career was cut short when
the Cardinals abruptly down-
sized the number of minor
league squads in their system

during the 1956 season.

Still, the former center field-
er chose to continue playing
the game. He returned to the
area and went on to play for
American Legion teams in Dal-
las and Swoyersville.

While baseball stood as the
cornerstone in the lives of
some candidates, others made
a name for themselves in

wrestling.
Although Sorber coached
Lake-Lehman baseball teams to

three consecutive Wyoming
Valley Conference titles in the
late 1990s, he also had a suc-
cessful playing and coaching
career in wrestling.

The 1966 Lake-Lehman grad
followed up his nine varsity let-
ters in high school by becom-
ing captain of the wrestling
team at Mansfield University.
He returned to Lake-Lehman as
a teacher in 1971 and went on
to coach the school’s wrestling
team during the 1970s. After
he retired as head coach, Sor-
ber stayed on as a wrestling
consultant until the late 1990s.

“We only had three state
champions in wrestling and
three all-state baseball players
(at Lake-Lehman), and I was
fortunate enough to work with
all of them,” Sorber said.

One of the players who Sor-
ber coached at Lake-Lehman
was Oliver. “He was phenome-
nal,” Oliver said. “He was very
informative. He knew every as-
pect of the game, and he helped
me tremendously in making
the jump from high school to

A shared legacy of excellence

Here’ a roundup of the reden-
tials of Back Mountain-area indi-
viduals being inducted into the
Endless Mountains Chapter of
the Luzerne County Sports Hall
of Fame

Chip Sorber
1966 Lake-Lehman graduate
Eamned nine varsity letters and
was all-scholastic in baseball
and wrestling at Lake-Lehman;
voted outstanding athlete of sen-
ior class; captained wrestling
team at Mansfield University;
taught 32 years at Lake-
Lehman; assistant wrestling
coach at Lake-Lehman, 1971;
head wrestling coach .at Lake-
Lehman, 1972-78; wrestling con-
sultant at Lake-Lehman, late
1970s until late 1990s; worked
with three state individual
wrestling champions (Ricky and
Rocky Bonomo, Mike Laskows-
ki); baseball head coach at Penn
State Wilkes-Barre, 1990-94;
baseball head coach at Lake-
Lehman, 1996-98; won three
Wyoming Valley Conference
baseball championships (1996,
‘97, ‘98); coached John Oliver llI,
who went on to play minor
league baseball; coached three
all-state baseball players (Oliver,
Chad Sorber, Troy Strausser);
baseball head coach at King’s
College, 2000-02.

Bill Shalata
1954 Lake-Noxen graduate
Voted outstanding athlete in
senior year; drafted by St. Louis
Cardinals baseball \qrganization;
played minor league “\ball in the
class-C level of the Cardinals or-
ganization, 1955, ’56; led\team
in doubles and triples; played. for
Dallas and Swoyersville Ame}i\
can Legion baseball teams.

John Oliver I
1996 Lake-Lehman graduate
Played high school baseball
and football; three-time
Wyoming Valley Conference
baseball all-star; won conference
MVP award; selected as an All-
American by the American Base-
ball Coaches Association and
USA Today; drafted by Cincinnati
Reds baseball organization;
played in Reds and Boston Red
Sox organizations for a total of
four years.

Jack Davis
1970 Lake-Lehman graduate
Four-year letterman in
wrestling at Lake-Lehman; held
a 33-1 individual wrestling record
in senior year; three-year letter-
man in baseball at Lake-
Lehman; two-year letterman in
football at Lake-Lehman; gradu-
ated from Clarion University of
Pennsylvania, 1974; served as a
wrestling recruiter at Clarion; re-
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the professional ranks. Part of
my success is a tribute to him.”

Much of Davis’ success also
came in wrestling. A 1970
Lake-Lehman grad, Davis went
on to become a wrestling re-
cruiter at Clarion University of
Pennsylvania. He served as the
school's head coach in
wrestling during the 1990s.
During his coaching tenure, his
team ranked as high as third in
the nation while competing
against mostly Division-I
schools.

One of Davis’ top recruits,
Kurt Angle, went on to become
an eventual Olympic champion
and a professional wrestler.

“I was fortunate,” Davis said.
“I got to coach an Olympic
champion. I got to coach na-
tional champions. I got to work

with good people.”

The rest of the inductees are
Ernie Shartle, Ed White,
Gretchen Grimaud, Norm

Sisle, Billy Gaylord, Ronnie
Cole, Linc Welles, George
Baron, Cathy Boyanowski,
Ellen Mulligan, Bill Bush, and
the late Grover Powell.

The induction banquet will
begin at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday.
It will feature hors doeuvres
and a meal.

Tickets are $25 and can be
purchased by contacting Sorber
(477-2303), Dick Nasser (278-
3459) or either of the event’s
co-chairs: Charlie Shaw (836-
2049) or Karl Schnure (746-
1353). Shaw said the deadline
for purchasing tickets is Oct. 8.

cruited Olympic champion and
current WWE star, Kurt Angle;
wrestling head coach at Clarion,
1992-98; coached Sheldon
Thomas to national individual
wrestling championship while
head coach at Clarion; selected
as the Eastern Wrestling League
coach of the year and the Penn-
sylvania State Athletic Confer-

\gnce coach of the year, 1996;

as directed annual coaching
clinics and wrestling camps; as-
sistant. professor of health and
physical education at Clarion.

Ron Swingle
1957 Lake-Noxen graduate
Four-year letterman in
wrestling and baseball at Lake-
Noxen; 1957 athlete of the year
at Lake-Noxen; high school
wrestling all-star; tried out in
Wilkes-Barre with Pittsburgh Pi-
rates; coached teeners baseball,
1978-82; coached teams to
teeners league titles, 1980, '81;
established Noxen Strikers (ele-
mentary  wrestling program),
1978; established Noxen Athletic
Club and Lake-Lehman
Wrestling Hall of Fame.

Information and statistics sup-
plied by Charlie Shaw, co-chair-
man of the induction event for
the Endless Mountains Chapter
of the Luzeme County Sports
Hall of Fame.
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The Dallas High School Girl’s Cross Country team took first place in the 10th annual Lack-
awanna County Commissioners Jack McGuigan Invitational held at McDade Park in Scran-
ton on September 27. Lisa Giacometti, Dallas, won the race in 19:23, and six other Dallas
runners earned trophies for their placement. Nearly 200 runners from over 40 different
schools competed in the Girl’s Varsity division. Matt Samuels is the coach of the Dallas High
School Cross Country team.

Pictured with the team trophy are, from left: Jessica Jones (6th place); Whitney Adams (8th
place); Lisa Giacometti (1st place); Jamie Stanish (7th place); Kenslie Kerestes (14th
place); Hillary Adams (11th place); Robin Razawich (17th place); Samantha Dimmick; and
Katie Gilligan. Pictured in rear are Lackawanna County Commissioners Randy Castellani
and Joe Corcoran.

Allie Heffernan to be inducted
into Sem Sports Hall of Fame

The Wyoming Seminary Var-
sity Club will induct seven new
members into its Sports Hall of

Sem’s Development Office at
270-2140.
Heffernan, of Dallas, played

If You Rent, this is

Fame during the club’s 29th an-
nual banquet on Friday, Octo-
ber 10 at 7 p.m. in Fleck Hall
on the Sem Upper School cam-
pus in Kingston.

This year’s honorees are
Harold “Guffy” Pugh, class of
1930, football and track
(posthumously); Alice Daw
Heffernan, class of 1953, field
hockey and basketball; Dr. Bur-
rell Montz Covey, class of 1969,
field hockey and basketball;

. Timothy Grip, class of 1970,
“football and track; Harry Hies-

tand, class of 1978, football;
Gretchen Vanderburg Niggel,
class of 1991, field hockey; and
Aaron Norakus, class of 1993,
basketball.

The dinner is open to the
public, but reservations are re-
quired. Cost is $20. For infor-
mation and reservations, call

four years of varsity field hock-
ey and three years of varsity
basketball at Sem, serving as
co-captain of the field hockey
team in her senior year. At
Hood College she competed on
the field hockey, basketball and
volleyball team, taught swim-
ming and played softball. She
served for 25 years as the am-
bulance chief of Lehman Town-
ship and seven years as a volun-
teer paramedic for Nesbitt
Memorial Hospital. She is still
active in the ambulance compa-
ny and has served as the vice
president of the Wilkes-Barre
Independent Co.

About 192 athletes and con-
tributors to Wyoming Semi-
nary athletics have been induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame since
the school began the program
in 1974.

One Thing You Can’t
Afford Not to Own.

To find out more about our
tenant insurance — Call me...
Stop by... - it’s your

choice!

Charles W. Gordon, Jr.
675-5234
194 N. Memorial Hwy.
Shavertown

Nationwide’
Insurance &

Financial Services
Nationwide 1s On Your Side’

Send your sports reports by

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide Lile Insurance
Company. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Campany
and Aifiliated Companies, Hore Olfice:
Calumbus, OH 43215:2220 14 1100

dallaspost@leacier.net

Call (570) 602-0167 For Local Pros
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Deadline:
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.
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CARD READER ADVISOR

All problems of life. Reunite the
separated. Other readings

available.|$5.00 Off With Ad

Candles Oils Aromatherapy 451-1773}

Quality Home Improvements at
Affordable Prices! 883-3831

Kitchens + Baths « Doors - Windows + Roofs + Decks
Siding + Drywall - Stucco - Painting & More!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Cheshire

Home Improvement & Repair

TO ADVERTISE ON THIS

Mario’s Home
Improvments

Craftomanship Yow Can Afforxd!
* Specializing in Custom-Made Indoor & Outdoor Playsets
Deck & Porches * Sheds & Garages « Interior/Exterior

A family tradition since 1957
Roofing, Siding, Decks, Porches, Etc.

PAGE CALL LINDA or

* Minor

=t

DUCTLESS AIR CONDITION
“No Ductw

APPLIANCES

Air Conditioning & Heating

H.W. PRI N
HEATING » CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING
Licensep 288-5043 insurep
S

FREE ESTIMATES

REFRIGERATION PARTS

I CLENNI

& g Work = and More...

Licensed and insured and free estimates 819-1266

LYNN AT 558-2200

A & A AMERICAN CONTRACTING

LANDSCAPING.

Refrigerators  Freezers * Air Conditi
All Makes * Cold Controls * Fan Motors
Relays + Defrost Timers * Door Gaskets
- | Bring in model # and old part.

936 Market Street, Kingston

| APPLIANCE PARTS & SUPPLY

LEN HOSEY

Appliance Service

287-7973

‘Washers ¢ Dryers ¢ Dishwashers & Ranges

 [AUTO BODY REPAIR

)
ROOFS » WINDOWS * PLUMBING ¢ PORCHES
Mo s ey C SERVICE | reo aierassttanoe - || mibhupn®  Lavomaster
2 icen: nsured - stimates!! andscapi —-—“—‘—y
« No Job To Big Or Small!! ‘ New Landscapes & Reovatons Sod & Seeding  Planting Beds BLACK TOP & SEAL COATING
g 826—1200 Retaining Walls * Brick Paver Walkway, Patios, Driveways * Lawn Maintenance P oSS E———
« Free Estimates 602-6242 Tree & Shrub ] ;ﬁ:‘"g" gopso: f( ne- Wullcr(zdcns Ponds * Lanscaping Coating - Resurfacing - Paving
R Tar & Seal - Free Estimates
Joe Brennan, Owner  Fully Insured (570) 829-6256
DUSTAWAY Cleaning Service &zlﬁiﬁ gcg,_'g;!;,ﬁ,ﬁ ng:!c!.?izg L e G ﬂl. i M—
Residential « Commerical * Fully Insured Siding, Decks, Interior & Exterior Remodeling " ROOFING ]
; ‘ FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED ———= e ]
Guaranteed Lowest Rates * Family Owned & Operated Service o e mre—
Daily Call Jackie for FREE ESTIMATE « 654-3882 451-0603 "o FAUI.T nmoncn FOX & SONS
8:30-5:00 GLASS PAYMENTS OK, L°|¥EFEE
o PROMPT SERVI FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS!
Tiboon GIIBAHIHG SEBVIGB ATTORNEY DELANEY LICENSED FOR THE CITY * INSURED
Available to do homes We Do It All! 735-3950 288-1360
and businesses Auto * Commercial * Residential
Call 287-0247 or 262-1160 Pl 5 e LEGAL SERVICES BALD EAGLE
GLA -
CHVOTZKIN'S o « PERSONAL INJURY LAWY - CONSTRUCTION
G i PROFESSIONAL CLEANING GUTTERS Scartelli Law Firm, P.C. For i:\cl)lo:;)ng sﬁ’il”fs“;geds
Y Homes & Offices o G
{Lsd | < ouality Ceaning, GUTTERS CLEAN,REPAIR, ADJUS 822-1400 - 866-770-4878 Liosbeed = Taatifed
1&& « Reasonable Prices GO96-3688 sm AND l"sfm- “The Right Choice when you need a Voice”
s « Free Estimates A

Established 1975

287-4895

GIADOSH ENTERPRISE

Complete Auto Body Repairs
1644 Murray St., Forty
Complete Collision On All Makes & Models

FREE ESTIMATES

| CONSTRUCTION

Piping
FREE !STIMA'I’!S . NO JOB TOO SMALL

283-2507

2 SPORTS EOUIPMENT..

PAINTING

Fort

&

=

CHARLES BUILDERS
ol Carpentry * Roofing * Siding
Replacement Windows e« Tile » Electrical
* Kitchen » Baths * Repair Work

696-2191

WAGNER’S PAINTING

SPEEDLINER®

DUPONT KEVLAR Fiber.

Free Pickup & Delivery!!!

(570) 388-6008

DON’S BODY & PAINT SHOP

Performance spray on truck bed liners with high-tech

$300 to $550 Complete Any Color
Insurance work-Body Work - Paint Jobs

Serving the Wyoming Valley for 20 years

Over 15 Years Experience

Licensed, Insured Free Estimates

F.D.P. CONSTRUCTION

All Phases of Interior and Exterior Remodeling
and New Construction
*New Homes *Additions *Roofing *Siding *Decks
*Garages *Complete Drywall and Finish Work
Frank DePrimo, Proprietor
18 Cole Street, Jenkins Twp, PA

655-2652 or 840-7308

B | smosTarrorasLE NTHEVALLEY || GOLE CLUB BUYVER
A a A Alllel'il:all cl'llltl'al:ﬁllg + interior/exterior * power washing and small dry wall repair left &yngm handed to priced paid for brand names
Roofs * Windows * Plumbing Porches * Siding 592-9889 all clubs considered cash paid.
Doors & More 678-3680
Licensed and Insured Free Estimates J & R PAINTING TILE & GLASS

826-1200

Interior, Exterior, Decks, Fences, Staining,

Power washing & Odd Jobs!!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FRIAR GLASS & TILE

Sr. Discount xFree Estimates
457-2886

“Highly R d

Napkora Home Improvements

Doon - C
268-270 Maln Street
Luzerne,

d By Our Ci

All Phases OfC nstruction

AUTO

Dave Spurlin

Back Mountain Auto Specialists
149 N. Main St., Shavertown

LAREDO CONSTRUCTION

All Concrete/Masonry/Licensed/Insured
Quality Work/Affordable Prices/Free Estimates

693-23708 or 760-6720

« Kitchens
* Roofing
+ Replacement Windows
* Interior & Exterior Remodeling

* Top Quality Name Brand Materials

(570) 287-2174

HOURS: Mon.-Fri.8:00-4:30 » Sat. 9-12

* Vinyl Siding _* Bath
* Wood &
Vinyl Decks
* Garages

UPHOLSTERY .
MAZURS REU PHOl.STE RY

Licensed & Insured * Free Estimates

Formerly Dallas Exxon 675 3336

Call RYT
655_5514 b ook gy i, g Sofas  Kitchen Sets * Chairs * Boat Seats, Etc.
THIS PAGE CALL Free Estimates & Delive:
LINDA or LYNN AT "We're Here To Serve You ‘etter"
558-2200 R.D.#4 Dallas - 639-1721




