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  Seabee 
(continued from page 1) 

  
she said. 
Judi said Christopher was a 

reservist long before they met 
and is going on his 14th year 
with the Navy. 

He received orders January 31 
and left February 5 for Missis- 
sippi, where he received final 
training. From there he went to 
Germany, then to Kuwait where 
he stayed for a month. 

While in Kuwait, Judi said she 

and the kids received calls from 
Christopher. Not long ago, how- 
ever, he was sent to Iraq where, 
she said, communication with 
home was cut off. 

Christopher works with a 
naval mobile construction bat- 
talion (NMCB21 battalion). 

Since he left Kuwait, Judi does- 
n't know exactly what he’s doing 
or where he is. 
Now the family communicates 

primarily through mail, which, 
she said, can be trying, partly 
because by the time he receives 
the mail, often the news has 
changed. 

She said last week she re- 
ceived an e-mail from an imbed- 
ded journalist within her hus- 
band’s battalion. Although brief, 
the e-mail assured her the bat- 
talion was fine and doing well. 
He also attached a current photo 
of the group. 

“I could see he was O.K. and it 
kind of eased my mind,” she 
said. 

While Christopher took the 
news that sent him to the Middle 
East well, Judi said she reacted 
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m the right in this photo he transmitted 

differently. 
“Oh no, I was a mess. I was 

very upset. It was very hard to 

accept,” she said. 

“I had all the questions; ‘Why 
you? Why do you have to go?” 

She said there came a point, 
though, when she realized she 

had no control over the situation 

and that her two children, need- 

ed her to be strong. 

husband being but, 
rather, everything. 

“You kind of turn into a single 
parent when they leave and it's 

hard,” she said. “The Kids, 

they're really missing him.” 

She said she has a lot of fami- 
ly and friends that are helping 
her through and helping to keep 

the children busy. 
With her children being 4 and 

6, she said they aren't old 
enough to fully understand the 
amount of time their father will 
be away. 

“We tried to explain it in terms 
they could understand,” she 
said, like that he wouldn't be 
there for their birthdays and 
some holidays. 
The children created a poster 

board with the months February 

through August to keep track of 
the days Christopher is gone 

and to mark major milestones. 
She said she didn't want to put 

the whole year on it because it 
would seem too overwrelmingl) 
The next highlighted milestor¥” 
is April 16, 40 days from the 
date he left. 

With her husband's achieve- 
ment medals in front of her, 
Judi beamed with pride as she 
talked about Christopher's sense 
of duty and work ethic. 

“That's one thing about him, 
he always tries to be the best at 

what he does. He goes out of his 
way for people,” she said. 

“I know I'm his wife, but you 
can go ask anyone.” 

gone, 

  a 

from aboard a ship in the Persian Gulf. 

    

are all right. Some days I fall 
apart,” she said. 

It's not one particular thing 
“I go day by day. Some days she said, that is hard about her 

  Brownies 
(continued from page 1) 

Legion collecting 
items for troops 

  Dallas American Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 672 is 
preparing to send packages to 
our troops overseas. They are 

what the servicemen would be 

most happy about receiving. 
“I think they would like the 

Kool Ade and cookies,” said Ash- 

Maccarone’s church. 

Soon the girls started corre- 
sponding back and forth to 
Walsh and other servicemen, six 

Brownie Troop 600 from 
Ross Elementary are pic- 
tured holding letters they re- 

seeking donations to help fill 
the packages. Donations may 
be dropped off at the Dallas 
American Leigion Post lobby by 
April 25. Non-perishables only 
will be accepted. Some sugges- 
tions are; heavy black socks, 
‘eye drops, lip balm, sunscreen, 
baby wipes, stationary, pens, 
envelopes, stamps, calling 
cards, tissues, tooth brushes 
‘nad paste, deodorant, hard 
candy and jelly beans. Ques- 

in all. 
“It's fun getting the letters, 

they just brighten right up,” said 
Maccarone. 

The group just recently re- 
ceived four more names and ad- 
dresses of servicemen. 
Asked if the correspondence 

would continue, Maccarone said 
“the letters will definitely contin- 
ue. They are the easiest thing for 
the little brownies to do and to 
understand.” 

ley Rood. Rebecca Rosser 
thought the flea collars would be 
especially appreciated. 

“For the most part it's the fact 
that they (the children) know 

soldiers are away from home. 
That's what instills us to make 
the boxes — to do something 
good to make someone else’s life 
more comfortable,” Maccarone 
said. 

The idea to get the girls in- 
volved came from the family of 

ceived from American ser- 
vice men in Kuwait. 
From left, front row: Emily 
Kropa, Meghan Maccarone, 
Evie Whittaker, Felicia ver @ 
el, Brinley Williams, Kaitlyn 

Mitchell. 
Second row: Sarah Stacey, 

Katrina Patla, Sierra Pall, 
Laura Casterline, Rebecca 
Rosser, Ashley Rood. 
Sarah Bedford was absent. 
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BRINGS: 

We're behind 

“OUR 2003 PLAN BC 
The “ASHBURY” . $134,500 First floor owners [ 
bedroom and bath with whirlpool tub. Open foyer and | 
vaulted ceiling in living room. Open kitchen dinette with 
island bar. 

  

  

The "WHITTINGHAM - $198,100 Stylish ranch with sitting 
area and bath with whirlpool tub off owners bedroom . 

A cathedral ceiling in the family room. Work shop or storage 

| in the garage. : 

  

The "CARRINGTON" - $142,900 Attractive cape features first 
floor owners bedroom and bath with whirlpool tub. Formal | 
entry. Vaulted ceiling in the family room. 3 bedrooms, bath, 
storage 2nd floor. 

  

Price Includes Finished Home & Basement - Lot & Development Additional 
      QUALITY DOWNSPOUTS, FASCIA AND SIDING BY 

ALCOA 
      you at home. 

    

4.00% APR* Home Equity Line of Credit 

Whether you're deciding to buy, build or remodel you can count on the 

experienced Banking, Insurance, Investment and Trust professionals at First 

Federal to help you with all of the financial decisions that go along with 

homeownership. From mortgage pre-qualifications, to new construction loans, 

homeowners insurance or a flexible home equity line of credit, we'll guide you 

‘through the process of purchasing and protecting your valuable investment. 

It's easy to make your way home when you put a great bank behind you. 

BANKING 

INSURANCE 

INVESTMENTS 

TRUST 

yp First Federal 

Sika tole 1stfederalbank.com 
Equal Housing Lender 

Shavertown@m 196 North Main Street (570) 674-6084 

Lobby Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9 am - 5 pm Friday, 9 am - 6 pm Saturday, 9 am - 1 pm 

Drive-Thru Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 am - 5 pm Friday, 8:30 am - 6 pm Saturday, 9 am - 1 pm         

*4.00% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is accurate as of publication date with an automatic payment from a First Federal checking or savings account. The minimum loan 

amount is $5000. Owner occupied properties only. Property insurance is required. For example, the monthly payment for $10,000 borrowed for 120 months at 4.00% is $116.18 

($83.33 principal payment, $32.85 interest portion of payment). Annual Percentage Rate is variable and is based on the prime rate as published in the Wall Street Journal on 

the last business day of the previous quarter. Offer may be modified or discontinued without notice. First Federal will not furnish any service, or fix or vary the consideration for 

obtaining a service, on the condition that the customer obtain some additional credit, insurance or other service from First Federal or any of its affiliated companies. 

Saturday, April 12 
10 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Main Campus, Nanticoke 
Campus Center 

With over 100 academic & technical degrees, LCCC will help 
you reach your education and career goals! 

It's all about 
EE 

LUZERNE 
County Community College 

» Campus Tours 

* Registration information TT x 

» Financial aid information 

Transferring credits 

Only $6 7 per credit hour 
Meet with Faculty 
Continuing Education classes info 

Adult Student information 

Greenhouse Hydroponics demo 

ce cream from the Science Dept. 

[B[V VEY BLY VY. 
ext. 337 a 

ALAA LY Lf [= R=To [TR 
admissions@luzerne.edu  


