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get were taking cuts.

The combination of rising
costs and a fixed tax rate of 14
mills have put the township in a
precarious financial position,
Sutton said. He said police de-
partment costs such as increas-
es in the cost of salaries, train-
ing, vehicles, and equipment
have drained the budget.

The township could petition to
raise taxes, but Sutton said he
doesn’t want to go that route. He
said the board made a variety of
decisions before coming to this
point, but that there are no
more options.

In July, the police department
changed its Blue Cross/Blue
Shield medical insurance to
avoid a planned 30 percent hike
in premiums.

“Last year we didn’t have a
penny to pave,” said Sutton
about the 50 or so miles of road-
way the township is responsible

Q Patching was the only im-
vement made in the town-
ship.

“In 14 years this is the first
time that we did not give any
pay increases. We're not in trou-
ble, but we could easily be,” said
Sutton.

Sutton said the final decision
to eliminate the position hasn’t
yet been made.

“It's pretty much decided, but
it's not official. We still have to
write a letter to the state police,”
said Sutton. “None of us want to
do this.”

For the last two years the de-
partment has had four full-time
officers and eight part-time offi-
cers. The change will reduce the
department by one part-time
and full-time officer.

Kocher said most of the time
the department will have an offi-
cer on duty. Two shifts a week
will be covered by the state po-
lice. “It (when state police will
cover) will be the times of day
when there is the least chance
to be a problem,” said Sutton.

“Friday and Saturday mid-
night shifts will still be covered
(by Lehman police), they're gen-
erally our busiest,” said Kocher.

Asked whether he felt one offi-
cer is enough, Kocher respond-
ed, “Most of the time I would al-
ways hope we could beef up
some of the night shift. Right
now we’d be happy just going
back to 24/7.”

Sutton said his only concern
about state police coverage is re-
sponse time. “There aren’t a
whole lot (of officers) on to re-
spond to municipalities,” he
said.

Lehman Township joined the
nascent Back Mountain Council
of Governments (COG) at the
end of last year. Asked whether
the issue is something to be ad-
dressed within the COG, Sutton
said, “I'm telling you, regional-
ization is something that’s got to
happen sooner or later. There is
so much duplication of ser-
vices.”

Lake-Lehman cheerleaders, wearing their “milk mustaches,” from left, first row: Danny Evans, Tiffany
Harris. Second row: Felicia Walsh, Dana Colfey. Third row: Kim Hartman, Ashley Basar, Caitlin
Schuler, Erika Steele. Back row: Cheri Ross, Briana Maslowski, Ainsley MacDougall, Missy Simpson.
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defendant. That would raise a
host of legal challenges.

Robert Prescott, a defendant
in one of Musial’s cases, said he
definitely plans to challenge his
arrest. Prescott was charged
with resisting arrest and disor-
.:ly conduct in a disturbance

neighbors outside his home
in June. His case is scheduled
for trial in March, but Prescott
said he expects it will be
dropped.

For cases that have been re-
solved, Blum said challenging
the case might not be worth the
risk, especially if more serious
charges were dropped as part of

Cub Scout Pack 281
upcoming events

Cub Scout Pack 281, Gate of
Heaven Church, has scheduled
following events:
ountries of the World” win-
dow display, Besecker’s Realty,
Main St., Sat. Feb. 1.

Scout Sunday Service, Dallas
United Methodist Church, Sun.
Feb. 2 10:30 a.m.

Blue and Gold Dinner, Gate of
Heaven School, Fri. Feb. 21 6:30
p-m.

Huntsville U.M. holds
pizza fundraiser

The second Friday of each
month the Huntsville United
Methodist Church will be sell-
ing’pizza” as a church fund
raiser”. You may call any
church member or the church
office phone 675-3375 and leave
a message if you wish to contact
the church, and your call will be
returned to you. This fundraiser
will go on each month until the
Lenten season . The cost of the
pizza is $6 for 12 large cuts.

stor W. James Pall is the
6'ch pastor.

Tell our advertisers

you saw them in

The Dallas Post.
They’ll appreciate it,

and so will we.

BiLo Oil Co.

Call around for prices—
than make us your last call!

c

Per
Gallon

We’ll beat
any advertised
home heating
oil price in our
area by

MINIMUM 125 GALLONS

CALL TOLL FREE

-888-BUY-BILO

(1-888-289-2456)
24 HOUR HOT LINE

| Showtimes effective 1/31/03

a guilty plea. In those cases the
threat of rearrest remains.

“If they want, they can try to
challenge the results of the plea,

Trucksville UM.W. to meet February 4

The United Methodist Women of the Trucksville United Methodist Church will gather in the Fellow-
ship Hall of the Educational building for their monthly meeting on February 4 at 1:30 p.m. The pro-
gram, “Deeds in Faith and Faith in Deeds” will be presented by Betty June Mathers. Refreshments will
be served by Evelyn Casey and Maude McHenry.

The annual Interfaith Tea will be held on February 18 at 1:30 p.m. at the Luzerne United Methodist
Church, Bennett Street, Luzerne.
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BMT Seniors to meet

Ave. in Shavertown.

Members are asked to please

Cheerleaders —!

corporates two health benefits
of drinking milk, and a group
photo of the girls sporting their
milk mustaches was also re-

Cheerleading isn’t just a sea-
sonal sport, and being an All
Star makes life more intense
with extra practices and extra
activities
help in lowering expenses such
as camp, purchasing their own
uniforms, warm-ups, gymnastic
costs, which has been intro-
duced this year to keep the girls
on the ever growing competitive
level as well as the high cost of
travel and the competition fees.
The cheerleaders pay for the

Last year Lake-Lehman had a
taste of having one of the first
co-ed squads in our area, and
not only did well but took the
2002 National Championship ti-
tle at the Battle at the Capital in

Absent from photo are: Ains-
Maura Dougher,
and Kristie Taylor, and Christi-

The Back Mountain Seniors
will meet on February 6 at 1
p-m. in St. Therese’s Church
Hall on Davis St. and Pioneer

attend. The agenda includes the |

election of officers and collection
Suggestions for the
coming year’s programs an activ-

of dues.

ities will be welcome.

come.

or 696-3095.

The club is non-denomination-
al and new members are wel-

For information call 696-1828

but it might not be in their best
interest do so because it might
bring back the more serious
charge,” Blum said.

Blum said most of the traffic
citations cases also would not
be worth challenging because
the cost of paying an attorney to
challenge the case would far ex-
ceed the fine the person paid.

This article appeared in origi-
nal form in the Times Leader.

335 Pierce St.
Kingston, PA
(570) 714-2601

AN AFFAIR 10 REMEMBER

/01 all your Ay)ecl'a/ occasions

: Heavenly dresses for your special little girl’s

First Holby Communion
Tue. - Fri....10-5
Thursday....10- 7
Saturday....10- 4

Selling Your Home??

e Call Me. . .
Not Just Your Neighbor...

| Your Neighborhood Realtor . ..
Compare 3!! cai x>, call “y”, and

Dee Fields
Realtor

N
MSC

then call Dee

Let’s Talk 675-5130  288-3555

Make This A “Personal’” Decision.

PREFERRED PROPERTIES RE,INC.

From $294
DOMED STICK

Daily 7:00¢ Fri/Sat 9:00
Wed/Sat/Sun 2:00/4:00

Sun/Mon/Tue only 6:45
Wed/Sat/Sun 1:00/3:30

Feb. 13— 2 SHOWS ONLY: GONE WITH THE WIND
COMING SOON: CHICAGO, ABOUT SCHMIDT, THE HOURS

THE
Diebri

New Location
763 Kidder St.,Wilkes-Barre

(across from McDonald’s)

THEATER 823-2060
836-1022 o s

1-800-553-5872

www.dietrichtheater.com

41 @ nial

OPPORTUNITY DAYS SALE

BIG SAVINGS NOW

ON YOUR NEW CUSTOM-DESIGNED,
CUSTOM-BUILT KITCHEN BY

BROOKHAVEN

‘CABINETRY

Why choose Brookhaven? Simple: it’s
made by Wood-Mode! Since 1942,
they have been providing discerning
homeowners with the finest custom
cabinetry available!

Brookhaven’s satin smooth finish,
superior quality, wide selection and

10 year limited warranty arc why!

Let our design professionals create a
kitchen that is uniquely yours! Including
in-home measurement, free delivery,
expert installation, after-sale consultation,
plus more!

WITH STAINLESS STEEL INTERIOR
with your qualified kitchen purchase

$769 VALUE

sl DI70GHW *Minimum purchase required. Offer does not apply to prior sales. See dealer for details.

Maodel DI

Hurry In - Limited Time Offer!

T
‘;1 315 W. 6th St., West Wyoming, PA
693-3502 « Call For An Appointment

S

BROOKHAVEN

CABINE TRY

AND NOW RECEIVE A FREE" ASKO DISHWASHER

 TCHORBA’S CABINET SHOP

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM SOON!

Game Tables

Save $65 to $180

ABLES

I

- EMPLOYEE
AND DIRECT

Employee Direct Checking
Employee Direct is a package plan for customers electing to
have their paycheck automatically deposited into a new or
existing ENCB checking account. Employee Direct Account
holders receive the following benefits: NO FEE Checking (no
minimum balance requirements & no maintenance fees), NO
FEE FNCB Check Card* (excluding surcharges by other insti-
tutions), first order of checks FREE (Specialty Gray only),
Overdraft Protection (for qualified applicants), Preferred rates
_ on Holiday & Vacation/Tax Clubs, FREE Traveler's Cheques,
one year Free Safe Deposit Box (subject to availability), 1/4
Percent Interest Rate Discount off all Installment, Home

674-1133 :

Serving Northern
Luzerne County |
Independently owned and operated |

IRECT
PLUS

Your Carpets Will
Dry
Instead of 1-2 Days

New Breakthrough Carpet Cleaning
Technology Gets Carpets Cleaner and
Lets Them Dry In Hours Not Days...

You can walk on your carpets in just I-2 hours with Chem-

In 1-2 HOURS

Dry®’s new Carbonating cleaning process. It's called “The

Natural® II” because it is non-toxic and dries with no dirt
attracting residues. Your carpets are left totally safe for your children
and pets. And because of it’s scientific formulation your carpets resist
dirt and spills and stay cleaner longer, saving you money.

No soaking! No shrinkage, No mildew!

Colonial Chem-dry :-

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

10% OFF

Any Upholstery or
Carpet Cleaning

First National Community Bank

N FNCB

ComMmunNITy Is OUR MIDDLE NAME
1-877-TRY-FNCB / www.fncb.com

member FDIC

Imagine never rushing to the bank again to
deposit a paycheck. With FNCB Employee
Direct your check is automatically deposited
into your account.

Equity, Auto and Personal Loan Rates (auto drafl
required), $250 off FNCB Mortgage Closing Costs
(Purchase or Refinance with auto draft). Your Direct
Deposit must be set up through your employer to take
advantage of this offer,

Employee Direct Plus

Employee Direct Plus offers all the benefits of
Employee Direct and an interest bearing checking
account when you maintain a balance of $2.500. This
account also includes FREE FNCB Online Banking
and Bill Payment for the first year.

* For gualified applicants only. @
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