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was put down. The congregation sat on 

logs.” 
From 1851 when it was built, until 1889 

when the congregation moved to its present 
building on Church Street, the building was 
often the center of revival meetings and rous- 
ing sleighing parties. Sleighing parties were 
said to have been attended by people who 
came from far and wide. It is recorded that on 
a quiet night, the noise of the meetings could 
be heard from a mile away. 

“We were the first church of any kind in the 
Back Mountain; if anybody wanted to be bap- 
tized or married, we were the only game in 
town,” said Rev. William Lewis current minis- 
ter of the Dallas Methodist Church, originally 
called the First Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Dallas. “I wish I had a nickel for every time 
someone has said my grandparents used to 
go there, because everyone went here, we 
were the only church.” 

After large revivals, attendees would go to 
Christian Rice’s mill pond to be baptized. It is 
recorded that they would immerse themselves 
“even in the coldest winter weather.” 

After the congregation moved into its new 

building, the old one was sold to what is 
@. in the Dallas history book as a “local 

oup.” On July 1889, the group organized 
the Dallas Broom Cempany which made and 
marketed several types of brooms. 

The building, originally built to be two sto- 
ries, was raised to its current height of three 
stories when it was converted to a factory. 
The two existing floors were elevated and a 
third floor was added to the bottom. At the 
time of the renovations, it is recorded that the 
factory was equipped with “new and modern 
equipment.” 

According to the History of Dallas, the fac- 
tory was important to the area’s economy be- 

cause it provided employment. It was also im- 
portant to local agriculture because it created 
a demand for broom corn. 

In 1895, six years after it formed, several 
firms including the Dallas Broom Company 
joined together to form the American Broom 
and Brush Company. It was not long after the 
reorganization that the machinery and busi- 
ness were transferred to other plants and lo- 
cal workers lost their jobs. 

Not a lot is known about the building's his- 
tory between the period of the late 1890s and 
the time the Sisters of Mercy purchased the 
building in 1947. When the sisters purchased 
it, the building was part of the Morgan Wilcox 
state. 
There is some reference to the building hav- 

ing been a summer residence or rental. A no- 
tation in a date book at College Misericordia 
indicates the building was called Sunset Hall 
and was rented in the summer of 1916. When 
the building was purchased in 1947, it was 
referred to as a “private home.” Shortly after 
the purchase, it was renovated and turned 
into a student residence and home economics 
department. 

In the May, 1950 issue of the Miss Recor- 
dia, the College Misericordia newspaper, it 
was reported that the building had over the 
years gained the reputation of “a house of 
mystery.” The reporter wrote: “Many times its 

desolate and mysterious appearance had 

  

  

  

  
Present structure near the College Misericordia campus which 

will soon become a practice house for the rapidly expanding home 
economics department of the educational institution, 

isericordiato Use Dallas Homefor 
omeEconomicsDepartmeniCenter 

been the brunt of good-natured joking and 
speculation as to its origin and history.” 

In a July, 1949 Sunday Independent news- 

paper article, several reasons were cited for 
the college’s purchase of the building includ- 
ing rapidly expanding enrollment and a grow- 
ing home economics department. That year, 
the building underwent dramatic renovation. 
During the years the building was part of the 
Wilcox estate, there were two large porches 
on the bottom two floors of the front of the 
home. They were removed and the inside of 
the building changed to accommodate a live- 
in home economics department. The building 
was then named Rosary Hall. 

All students majoring in home economics 
were mandated to reside at Rosary Hall for a 
period of six weeks either in their junior or 
senior year. There they would gain practical 
training in all the phases of “home manage- 
ment.” 

“Here these students will be put to use the 
theory which was taught to them in their 
freshman and sophomore years,” stated the 
article. Every week students alternated host- 
ess, assistant hostess, cook, assistant cook 
and waitress. It stated that the girls left the 
home as “experienced homemakers.” 

In the late 1960s, Sister Mary Sharon Gal- 

lagher (who still works at the college) would 
on occasion serve as substitute resident 

counselor for the home economics program. 
Gallagher related how different times were 
then for the girls living in the house com- 
pared to the present day. 

“It was a different time, so you had some 
semblance of order,” 
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James A. Franklin, fourth This photo is marked on the back as being taken in 1887. Two people are identified: 
from right, and Robert Whitebread, third from right. 

  

she said. Gallagher, 
who would cover the 

9-12 p.m. shift on 
the weekends, said it 

was common for 
  

  every floor to have a 
house mother. “We 

would keep it at a 

reasonable level of 
discipline, the girls 
were used to doing 
what sisters said.” 

The building has 
been in use for the 
College Misericordia 
Women and Chil- 
dren Program since 
1999. The program 
offers six academi- 
cally qualified single 

  

parents and their 

children room, 

board and other 

support. 

In 1998, the build- 
ing underwent mi- 
nor renovations in 

preparation for the 
program, but ac- 
cording to college 

Be 

staff members, looks 
inside and out large- 
ly as it did when it 
served as the col- 
lege’s home econom- 
ics department. 

a problem. 

loss of life. Biter 

    

is photo appeared in the July 31, 1949 issue of the Sunday Indepen- 
dent. The caption read, "Present structure near College Misericordia 
campus which will soon become a practice house for the rapidly ex- 
panding home economics department of the educational facility.” 

  

     
Gamp staff needed for 

JCC Summer Day Camp Sm 
June 11 -August 8 to work with children ages 3-14 Monday 

through Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at camp located near Harvey s 

Lake. We need camp counselors, counselors for canoeing, 

kayaking, music, dance, archery, tennis, golf, hiking, ropes 

course, cooking, hockey, soccer, Phys. Ed, arts and crafts, 

haskethall, gymnastics, karate, ceramics. 

Call the JCC at 824-4646 for an application and interview 

  

Don't Drink And Drive 

This New Year's Eve 
If you're attending a New Year’s Eve celebration away from home, plan 
ahead so you don’t risk your life and those of others. Celebrate with a desig- 
nated driver, take a cab, or just plan to stay where you are if there’s a risk 
you won't be able to drive safely. 

If you're hosting, plan ahead to deal with guests who may need a ride home 
or a place to stay. Don’t be reluctant to take away keys from anyone who 1s 
behaving as if they can’t make it home safely. Better yet, collect all keys be- 
fore the evening begins, and return them only if you are sure there won’t be 

It’s great to have fun as you ring in 
2003. It would be a tragedy to have 
the celebration end with injury or 

Be smart, Be Responsible, Be Safe 

  

  

  

Responsible, Be Safe 
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| Ochman’s Coln & Jewelry 

675-5873 
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CHARLES D. LEMMOND, JR. 
STATE SENATOR 

20TH DISTRICT 

UTRAGEQUS 
"Designs With The Spirit Of Individuality In Mind" 

Furniture « Lighting 
Jewelry + Gifts 

4 South Main Street + Shavertown, PA 18708 
www.outrageousonline.com 

570-686-6856 

  

Tom Robinson 
  

     Bobbie Steever Serving the Back Mountain For 29 Years 

DALLAS AUTO PARTS 
688 Memorial Highway Dallas, PA 675-2143 

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat. 8-2 

& Associates 
— Out of Dallas == 

22 DALLAS SHOPPING CENTER SENATE POST OFFICE 

MEMORIAL HIGHWAY HARRISBURG, PA 17120-3020 

DALLAS, PA 18612-1231 (717) 787-7428 
(570) 675-3931 1-800-722-2251 

570-675-4195 
trrassoc@uplink. net     
  

  

Delkanic 

477-5855 

Greenhouse 
RR#2 Box 78 * Harveys Lake 

  

  

  
  

Charles W. Gordon, jr. 
Agent 

  

e & Financial 

Gordon Business Center 

194 N. Memorial Highway, Suite 1 

Shavertown, PA 18708 

Tel. 570-675-5234 
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Country Traditions 
For All PIZZA PERFECT Distinctive Gifts & Fine Furnishings ... 

Your Floor 16 Carverton Road, Trucksville ge 000 SYPle to eg 
Cove ring Needs Back Mountain Shopping Center 201 Memorial Highway, Dallas 

Route 309 « Dailas * 675-8691 674-3377 696-2100 675-6944 
(IN BACK OF GINOS) 

- www.c2 1 ruthsmith.com a ; : 4 Xe | 7277 al 
. hind : : emort Century, MIL. Day Care wm Highway 

3 =T Rng : SH > ne NATIONALBANK. Dallas 

RUTH K. SMITH REAL ESTATE, ING §. sec. Gr 220ml, | Afordable « Friendly « independent t 
ngston 287-1196 + Shavertown 696 ® SEEMED Toll Free 1-888-214-9132 Mountaintop 474-6307 96 HUNTSVILLE RD., DALLAS + 675-6557 anki 674-7800   Ta Vi Ya VY VY VV YY VV   

   


