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(continued from page 1) 

variety of shops, restaurants 
and a bank. 

Naparlo said he thinks 95 

percent of the people in the 

Back Mountain would like to 
see a large retailer. 

“People are so tired of run- 

ning down 309 and 415 to go to 
Wilkes-Barre. Nine times out of 
10, anytime they want some- 
thing, they have to run to 
Wilkes-Barre,” said Naparlo. 

Kozick estimated about 10 
people were present at the 
meeting and that the response 
to the idea was mixed. 

He said some of those that 
have voiced opposition to the 

idea have said they are con- 
cerned about the effect the 
business would have on what 
has always been a rural com- 
munity. 

Conversely, he said he also 
hears from people who would 
like to see commercial growth. 

“I've heard people say we're 

growing population wise like 
crazy, but not commercially,” 
said Kozick. 

Stan Davies, who lives along 
Route 118 not far from the site, 
attended the meeting. He said 
although the meeting was poor- 
ly attended, there has been op- 
position by people in the town- 

ship since Naparlo applied to 
change the zoning over a year 

ago. 
He said his concern is what 

the new business will do to 
traffic in the area. 

“Right now, traffic on 415 in 
downtown Dallas very often 
gets totally jammed. You add 
1,000 cars, nobody's going to 
get through,” said Davies. 
According to Naparlo, the 

project's time line is not set in 

stone. He is in the process of 
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Potential future stores 
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DALLAS POST DRAWING 

This drawing shows the approximate layout of store properties on a preliminary plan presented to the 
Dallas Township Planning Commission. 

trying to get a traffic study ap- 
proved by PennDOT (a normal 

procedure when looking to put 
an entrance off of a state high- 
way). 
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Naparlo said it could still be 
two years before anything is 
built on the land. After Pen- 
nDOT’s approval, the next step 
will be to have formal project 

    CHRISTMASLAND 
Valley’s Largest Selection of Christmas Decorations 

plans drawn up. Finally, Dallas 
Township will have to approve 
the project, which according to 
Kozick, can take six months af- 
ier receipt. 

Illuminated Figures, Lights, Wreaths, Ornaments, Flags, 
Garland and much much more. 
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Traffic impact being studied 
up to 1.5 miles from site 

By ERIN YOUNGMAN 
Post Staff   

The state Department of Trans- 

portation (PennDOT) is in the 

process of determining whether 
roadways and intersections in 

the Back Mountain can comfort- 

ably sustain the increased vol- 

ume of traffic a large retail store 
could generate. A traffic study 
submitted by Pennoni Associates 

on behalf of J. Naparlo, the own- 
er of a 48-acre property at the in- 

tersection of Routes 415 and 

118, is currently under review. 
The study looks at pivotal in- 

tersections and roadways within 

the area to see if an acceptable 

level of service — defined as 
amount of delay — can be main- 
tained. 

Charles Mattei, P.E., District 
Engineer for PennDOT, said the 
study, among other things, ad- 
dresses seven key intersections 

within a mile to one and one-half 
miles from the proposed busi- 
ness. “We believe there is enough 
capacity (for increased volume) 

within the rest of the Back 
Mountain,” said Mattei. 

Mattei said the question is 

whether the addition of a large 
retail area will “overtax some of 
those intersections.” 

“Anything (traffic volume) com- 

ing from Kingston Township, the 
main constriction is the main 
Dallas Borough intersection,” 
said Mattei, referring to the the 
center of down town Dallas. 
Some other intersections being 

evaluated are the intersection of 
415 and 118, Center Hill Road 
and 415, Center Hill Road and 
309, Lake Street and Center Hill. 
According to Mattei, PennDOT 

rates quality of service on road- 
ways and intersections on a scale 
of A through F. Mattei said no 
impact below D is acceptable. He 

said he believes downtown Dallas 
is “probably” already at level D. 

Any further work on the pro- 
ject, including final plan approval 
by Dallas Township, cannot take 
place until PennDOT approves 

the study. 
PennDOT reviewed the study 

in October and sent it back to 
Pennoni for changes on Novem- 
ber 6. 

Mattei said Pennoni will con- 
tinue to address PennDOT'’s con- 
cerns by adding planned im- 
provements to the study. Im- 

provements can range from sim- 
ple adjustments such as timing 
of stop lights to larger changes 
such as to the geometry of inter- 
sections. 

Early deadlines, distribution for Thanksgiving 
Due to the holiday, The Dallas Post will be published on day early 

Thanksgiving week. The issue dated November 28, 2002 will be 
available at stores on Wednesday, November 27, and will be deliv- 
ered to local mail subscribers with that day’s mail. 

The deadline for submission of articles for that issue will be Fri- 
day, November 22 at 4 p.m. 

Display advertising for the issue should be ordered by 5 p.m. on 

Thursday, November 21. Classified advertising will be accepted until 
5 p.m. on Monday, November 25. 

Fireplaces, Stoves, Chimneys    
     
    

    

  

Take $5 off your next order over 
$25 from TheFerretStore.com 

Just mention coupon code DL5 

when you place your order on-line 

to receive your instant discount. 
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