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Lake-Lehman holds first summer graduation 
By ELIZABETH ANDERSON 

Post Correspondent 
  

LEHMAN TWP. — On August 
21, in the first summer gradua- 
tion ceremony ever held at Lake- 
Lehman High School, six seniors 
made their walk across the 
stage, as most of their class- 
mates did in June, to receive 
their high school diplomas. 

With family and friends look- 
ing on, Justin Paul Robert Cil- 
vik, Jason Paul Humenanski, 
Jessica Lynn Keefe, Amy Carol 
Kline, Eric Ryan Rogowski and 
Heather Marie Simko received 
their hard-won diplomas from 
the new high school principal, 
Michael Gokay, and School 
Board President Charles Boytin. 
The students attended special 

classes at Luzerne County Com- 
munity College over the summer 
to complete requirements to 
graduate. 

Dressed in their caps and 
gowns of black and gold, the 
soon-to-be graduates stood ner- 
vously and excitedly in the hall 
outside the multi-purpose room 
of Lehman-Jackson Elementary 
School before the ceremony. - 

“This is what it is all about. 
The cap and the gown.” said 
Jessica Keefe as they began 
their grand processional walk 
past their proud parents to their 
seats and one step closer to 
holding their hard-earned diplo- 
mas in their hands. In addition 
to family and friends, several 
board members and administra- 
tion staff attended the com- 
mencement. 

Before his welcoming speech, 
Principal Gokay spoke intimately 
from the podium to the soon-to- 
be graduates as if they were the 
only ones present, saying, “Are 

you excited? I didn’t graduate. I 
didn’t get a diploma.” 

Gokay, who went on to get his 
GED, bachelors and eventually, 
his masters in Education Ad- 
ministration, suggested the idea 
of a commencement ceremony 
for the students who completed 

_ their required credits when he 
came on board Lake-Lehman in 
July. He went on to tell the grad- 
uates and audience, “Only 76 
percent of the population at age 
29 has ever achieved a high 
school diploma. Although your 

peers have since crossed the 
stage to receive their diplomas; 

      

Board President Charles Boytin. 

the only thing that matters is 
that you accomplish the same.” 

After the new graduates shook 
hands with Gokay and Boytin 
and received their diplomas, 
Gokay asked the parents how 
they felt. A loud cheer went up 
from the audience. 

“This is a very special occasion 
— something you will remember 
for the rest of your life.” Gokay 
said. 

He went on, saying, “This is a 
very special evening, not only for 
myself, but for all the people in 
the room and also the board 
members, because this is the 
first (commencement ceremony). 
There have probably been a lot 
of firsts at Lake-Lehman. There's 
going to be more first things that 
are going to happen.” 
Gokay closed by wishing the 

new graduates the best of luck 
and telling them there was 
much support in the community 

if they needed help in their en- 
deavors in the future. 

“But first and foremost you 
need to support yourself. You 

“are on your own now.” 

Heather Marie Simko accepts her diploma with a smiling face from Lake-Lehman School District 

    

Jessica Lynn Keefe and Jason Paul Humenanski proudly present 
their diplomas after the ceremonies. 

  

e Difference 
By supporting Grange National Bank we've now grown to 11 area branches. 
Our first priority is to give you quick, friendly service from all our staff. 

Now Offering Internet Banking and Telephone Banking 

Affordable ® Friendly © Independent 
Toll Free 1-888-214-9132 

_ Laceyville 869-1522 » Back Mountain 696-6958 » Bowmans Creek 298-2163 
» Edwardsville 283-4462 » Lawton 934-2178 « Linke Meadows 623-2297 « Meshoppen 833-2131 

* Towanda 265-4711 » Tankhannock 836-2 100 = Pine Mall 208-1500 » Scramon 558-5000   

Lake-Lehman school taxes o 

due September 13 
Lehman Township Tax Collector, Peggy Moyer, reminds residents 

that the 2002 Lake-Lehman School District property and per capita 
taxes were mailed July 15. All bills were mailed to the property own- 
er and/or resident at their last known address. Anyone who did not 

receive their bill should notify the tax collector immediately. The 
new 911 address changes have been made with the courthouse for 
next years tax bills. : 
Anyone with an escrow account should forward only the property) 

tax bill on to their mortgage company for payment. Per capita tax 
bills are to be paid by all residents 18 years and older. If you did not 
receive a bill, contact the tax office. 

All residents should be using their new 911 address. If you have 
not received your new address call 674-7788 and leave a message; 
someone will return your call. 

The forwarding of mail is due to expire September 1. 
Tax payments must be postmarked on or before September 12 to 

be eligible for the 2 percent rebate value. To receive a receipt, en- 
close a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your payment. Office) 
hours and closed dates are listed at the top of the tax bill. 

Jobson tournament Sept. 15 
There are still openings for golfers and sponsors in the Paul D. 

Jobson Jr. 4th Annual Memorial Golf Tournament. This event raises 
money to help fight Lou Gehrig's Disease. The format is Captain and 
Crew with a shotgun start at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 15 at 
Wilkes-Barre Golf Club. The entry fee is $70 which includes 18 
holes w/cart, soft drinks and dinner and gift for all players. There 
will be closest-to-pin, long drive and Greenie contests. If interested 
in playing or sponsoring, call Scott at 655-4656. . 

John Heinz Dallas clinic relocates 

Allied Services John Heinz Dallas Outpatient Center will be mov- 
ing to a new location in September. 

Previously located in the Route 309-415 Plaza, the new center will 
be located in Shapes Fitness Center at the Twin Stacks Complex, 
1100 Memorial Highway. 
According to Jill Healey, PT, clinic director, the center will contin- 

ue to offer a full range of rehabilitation services including physicalig 
‘and occupational therapy for individuals recovering from a variety of 
diagnoses including joint replacement, arthritis, stroke, spinal cord 
injury, and other orthopedic conditions. 
Transportation will also be available for those who require assis- 

tance getting to and from therapy. For additional information call 
674-3793. 

Jackson Twp. to start recycling program 

The Jackson Township Board of Supervisors will be conducting 
recycling in conjunction with Exeter Borough on the third Tuesday 
of each month. Recyclable will be accepted from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. be ) 
ginning September 17 at the Jackson Township Municipal Building. 
Fliers will be distributed to township residents with recycling infor- 
mation soon. 

Lions seek new members 

  

The Dallas Lions are looking for new members. Anyone interested 
in joining the club should contact any club member or they can 
contact Frank Rollman at 675-4485. {| 

POST PHOTOS/ELIZABETH ANDERSON (eo 

Tell our advertisers you saw them in The Dallas Post. 

They'll appreciate it, and so will we. 
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED | 
N 

WILKES-BARRE, PA whee 
555 SCOTT STREET a St. Ss <7 

(570) 829-3446 
STORE HOURS: DP. 

MON.-SAT. 2am to 9pm WPLuss () 
SUNDAY 10am to 6pm B-LEVY SHOES 

We ARE LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF SCOTT AND 

KIDDER STREET IN WILKES-BARRE. 1 

PLEASE COME IN AND S€€ 

OUR NEW SELF SERVE DOGGIE WASH 
We ALSO NOW CARRY SMALL 

ANIMALS AND BIRDS!       
  

PETS WELCOME ~ BRING IN YOUR OWNERS! 
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