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  Branco 
(continued from page 9) 

his back yard practicing 
moves, dribbling and shooting. 
He works out about five times a 
week to keep sharp. “The best 
advice I have for younger play- 
ers is that it takes hard work 
and dedication,” he said. 

His biggest fans and support- 
ers are his parents, grandpar- 
ents and uncle Joe Branco. “I'm 
very fortunate to have a family 
that supports me.the way they 
do. 

“So many people have inspired 
me, but my uncle has always 
been there like a big brother,” 
Ricky said, giving him guidance 
on the field and off. 

Success has not gone to Rick- 
y's head. He is very grounded 
and modest about his abilities. 
“I'm scared,” he said, “The Euro- 
peans are very serious about 
soccer and I just don’t want to 
make a fool out of myself.” 

But the grade school who told 
teachers he wanted to be a pro- 
fessional soccer player when he 
grew up now is getting his 
chance to taste the reality of his 
dream. 

“For two weeks I get to pre- 
tend I'm a professional soccer 
player, playing in huge profes- 
sional stadiums in Europe. It’s a 
dream come true,” he said. 

“This is an opportunity of a 

  

lifetime for Ricky,” his mother 
Sharon Bronco said. “He lives 
and breathes soccer. It's his 
number one love in life.” 

As with so many dreams, this 
one has a price tag attached. 
The-two week extensive training 
with the world’s top coaches will 
cost $3,900. 

Sharon said Ricky knows he 
has to raise the money himself 
in order to go to Europe. “He 
made up his mind in March that 
he was going. He has been try- 
ing to raise the money ever 
since.” 

“I've been selling hoagie tick- 
ets for Mamma’s and Papa’s. I 
wrote letters to local businesses 
asking for support,” Ricky said. 
He is currently building a wall 
for his family to make some ex- 
tra money. He also works part- 
time at Bi-Lo in Dallas. 

“Everyone has dreams and 
goals they want to achieve,” 
Ricky said. “I hope the commu- 
nity will help me achieve my 
dream.” For the boy who has al- 
ways been the smallest one on 
the field, world class competi- 
tion will no longer be just a 
dream. 
Anyone interested in helping 

Ricky with his opportunity of a 
lifetime may call him or his par- 
ents at 674-5972. 

  

  

    

  BMT Baseball 
(continued from page 9) 

Pirates 7, Tigers 6 
Brad Fagula struck out 13 

Tigers in registering the com- 
plete game victory. Fagula and 
Mike McAndrew each singled 
twice for the Pirates. For the 
Tigers, Brian Feleccia blasted a 
home run. Dan Jacobs added a 
triple and George Yanchuk belt- 
ed a double. 

Phillies 7, Indians 1 
Ryan Konopki pitched 3 hit- 

less innings and struck out 8 of 
the 9 hitters he faced to lead the 
Phillies to victory. Billy Holena 
struck out 5 in his 3 innings on 
the mound. Mitchell Artsma led 
the offensive attack with a dou- 
ble and a single. Matt Hufford 
struck out 8 for the Indians. 

Cardinals 6, Giants 0 
Pat Murray and Mike Stolarick 

tossed a combined 2-hit shutout 
for the Cardinals, striking out a 
total of 8 batters. Stolarick sin- 
gled twice while teammate Dylan 
‘Seeley collected a double. Doug 
Harding and Bobby Peron al- 
lowed only 3 hits for the Giants, 
combining to strike out 4. 

Cardinals 11, Rangers 1 
Dylan Seeley struck out 11 in 

pitching a 3-hitter for the Cardi- 
nals. Mike Stolarick and Ryan 
Phillips each belted a double 
and a single for the Cards while 
Seeley and Pat Murray each sin- 
gled twice. Chad Gelso and 
Mark Covert added doubles for 
the winners. D J Anderson and 
Rob Crossley each doubled for 
the Rangers. Matt Ruch and 
Preston Balavage combined to 
strike out 6 for the Rangers. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL 

Back Mountain Rockies 4, 
Wyoming/W. Wyo. Indians 3 

Matt Kapitula struck out 5 en 
route to picking up the complete 

game victory. Kapitula also 
went 3 for 3 at the plate. Bran- 
don Wills, who went 2 for 3, 
doubled home the winning run. 

W.Wyoming Exterminators 13, 
Back Mountain Braves 2 
John Paul Parulski and Ryan 

Harvey each collected 2 hits for 
the Braves. Parulski, Eric 
Samanas and Alex Harding com- 
bined to strike out 9 Extermina- 

  

tors. For the victors, Kenny and 
Falzone each had 2 hits. Falzone 

recorded 9 strikeouts. 

SENIOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL 

Back Mountain Rockies 8, 

Wyoming 1 
Matt Shiskowski struck out 11 

in tossing a complete game for 

the Rockies. Mike Rackoski 

cracked 3 hits and Mike Yena- 

son had 2 for the winners. 

Chuck Stajewski added a 2-run 
double to the cause. 

MAJOR LEAGUE 
SOFTBALL 

A’s 25, Red Sox 15 
Kelsey Moody led the A’s offen- 

sive explosion with a triple and 2 
doubles. Jackie Thomas ripped 2 
doubles and a single for the win- 
ners while Stephanie Pace sin- 
gled 3 times. Kathleen Paley 

added a double and a single to 
the A’s attack while Courtney 
Taylor had 2 singles and Angela 
Wagner had a double. Moody 
was the winning pitcher with 7 
strikeouts. For the Red Sox, 
Susie Krogulski had 3 singles 
and Stephanie Honicki doubled 
twice. 

A’s 25, Harveys Lake 17 
Kristin Evans led the high- 

powered A's offense with 3 sin- 
gles and a double. Kelsey Moody 
contributed 2 doubles and a sin- 
gle while Shauna Phillips 
smacked 3 singles. Courtney 
Taylor tripled and singled for the 
winners while Amber Cahill had 
a double and a single and 
Stephanie Pace collected 2 sin- 
gles. Kathleen Paley added a 
double. Pace was the winning 
pitcher, striking out 4. Moody 
struck out 2 en route to picking 
up the save. For Harveys Lake, 
Amanda Kotulski belted a home 
run and a single. Kasey Welebob 
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On track 
POST PHOTO/MONICA MARZANI 

Kevin Arnaud took that handoff from Peter Miller in the District 2, Class 

AAA track meet last week. They were two of the four Dallas runners in the 

3200 meter relay. Dallas placed sixth. 
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collected 2 singles.  Kotulski 
struck out 3 A’s while on the 

mound. 

White Sox 17, 
Harveys Lake Il 13 
Rebecca Banks and Lauren 

Zook powered the White Sox of- 
fense with 3 hits apiece. Jessica 

English and Kristin Dalkiewicz 
each contributed 2 hits, includ- 
ing a triple by English. 
Dalkiewicz was the winning 
pitcher, striking out 1. For Har- 
veys Lake, Melinda Ritts blasted 
a home run while Martine Best- 
eder and Vicki Lacek each sin- 
gled twice. Megan Devine struck 
out 1 batter. 

Shootout 
ends Dallas 

SOCCEr Season 
It took a full game and then 

some for Wyoming Valley West 
to hand Dallas its only loss of 
the season and knock the Lady 
Mountaineers out of the district 
playoffs Monday. 

After finishing regulation and 
four overtimes in a scoreless tie, 
Valley West's Jen Marks scored 
on the fourth shot of the 
shootout, the first goal scored 
against Dallas since April 23. 

Stacey Amann had scored a 
shootout goal for Dallas, but 
Marks, Stephanie Iveson and Jill 
Soroka found the net for Valley 
West. . 

Gate of Heaven 

8th grade girls 
reach milestones . 

Five Gate of Heaven eighth 
grade girls each scored 500 
points during their basketball 
career at Gate of Heaven and 

Janelle Zabresky scored her 
1000th point. 
scorers were: Kim Durr, Katy 
Whalen, Kristen Evans. Stand- 

ing: Devin Carey and Sandy 
Krogulski. 
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