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EDITORIALS |

If we don't plan now, we'll
pay a stiff price later

For years, informed voices have argued that the community
of the Back Mountain needs to do a more effective job of
planning for the rush of population and construction that is
transforming the region. They have raised concerns about
water supplies, loss of scenic vistas, recreation, traffic and
more. While there have been occasional examples of local
government responding to these issues, they have never been
examined in a comprehensive manner, with all municipalities
and affected constituencies represented. Judging by some
recent events, we’'d better hurry up and face these challenges,
or they will soon overwhelm us. Think about it:

e Now that the Dallas School District has completed its
“campus,” it has no need for the land which the Little League
fields occupy. And the temptation to get millions of dollars in
revenue from a prime commercial tract may be too much to
resist.

e A moratorium on new building permits is being imposed in
parts of Jackson Township, because the sewage system is at
capacity. Other towns aren’t far behind.

e Commercial development is picking up steam, and some
presently open fields could very well become strip shopping
centers in just a few months or years.

» Even with all this, interest in moving to the Back Mountain
remains high among newcomers to northeast Pennsylvania,
and those who have lived in the valleys for generations.

For the most part, this is good news. More population can
' add to the prasperity of local businesses and to the diversity of
the community. But it must be harnessed, or it will undermine
the very features that attract people to the area. At the same
time, more people put pressure on natural resources, and on
social bonds. Youth sports programs already burst at the
seams, with playing fields and other recreation areas wholly
inadequate for the demand. Yes, forward-thinking individuals
have begun to plan a regional recreation ground, but that
project is stalled as organizers try to line up funding. Mean-
while, the demand grows.

It is impossible for each borough or township to meet these
challenges on its own. The pressures are too widespread, and
fluid — if one town moves to rein in runaway growth, it will
simply slide over to the next.

Because we are all affected by what happens in the town next
door — and the one next to that — it is critical that the towns
of the Back Mountain get together to plan our future, while we
still have the chance to exert some control. They don’t need to
wait until some as yet unknown organization creates the
mechanism; surely our leading officials could approach the
Luzerne County Planning Commission and ask them to help
set up a framework in which to develop a plan. We’'d better start
soon, because it won't be long before it’s too late.

Publisher's notebook

['ve been inspired by Ken Griffey Jr.’s decision to give up so
much to be close to home and his family. If you don’t know what
I'm talking about, here it is in a nutshell: Griffey, perhaps the
best baseball player of the present era, was unhappy playing in
Seattle. [ don’t know whether the cause was the team’s inability
to get to the World Series, the lousy weather, or the deep fences
in the team’s new ballpark, but he told his employer of 10 years
that he wanted to be traded. Players with his tenure can do
that, and become “free agents,” stepping up on the auction
block to see who will bid the most for their services. Before
letting him go, the Mariners offered Griffey $148 million over
eight years, but he turned it down. Rumor has it he could have
garnered an even bigger contract with either of the New York
teams, but the superstar said he’d rather go home to Cincin-
nati, where he grew up and where his father, a top-flight player
in his own right, is a coach. So, Junior put family consider-
ations ahead of money and signed for “only” $117 million over
nine years. That, of course, is just his salary for hitting and
catching baseballs part of the year. He’s likely to earn at least
as much endorsing french fries and sneakers.

Anyway, Junior’s sacrifice got me to thinking. I grew up in
Connecticut, and pangs of nostalgia strike now and then. You
know, wondering if the old fishing hole is still there, not getting
to see family members except at holidays, that sort of stuff. So,
I've decided to give this new mindset a whirl. I want it known
in the newspaper community that I'd like to be “traded” from
my present job, rewarding as it is, so that I can be closer to
family and old friends. And I'm willing to make an even greater
sacrifice than Junior. Instead of just under $13 million a year,
I'll sign a nine-year contract for . . only $13 million total.
Potential employers take note: That's like getting eight years
free!

You might ask: Why would anyone want to pay that jerk so
much money. Well, let me tell you. In recent years, Junior has
been the second or third leading home run hitter in baseball.
Well, inrecentyears, The Dallas Post has been voted the second
or third best overall newspaper of its size in the nation. I think
that’s a pretty even comparison. Need more support? Junior’s
got about 10 years left in his career. So do I. And I'll assure you
of one other thing; I won’t hang around past my time, like Dan
Marino has done. Nope, when you decide I'm not up to the job
anymore, just turn me out to pasture . . with a check for the
balance.
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LETTERS

PG Energy land sale raise serious questions

Editor,

On February 3, Southern
Union, the new parent company
of PG Energy reported the sale of
40,000 acres of undeveloped land
for $12.3 million. As noted in the
Times Leader article of February
10, 28,000 of those acres were
“once classified by the PUC as
watershed land set aside to pro-
tect the areas water supply.” Since
the agreement specified that the
identity of the buyers remain se-
cret, we can only speculate on
their identity and their intentions.

Red Cross says

Editor,

American Red Cross Blood Ser-
vices, Northeastern Pennsylvania
Region, would like to say thank
you to everyone who responded to
the recent plea for blood.

On Thursday, February 4, the
blood supply in northeastern
Pennsylvania hit a critical low
point, forcing one of the 41 hospi-
tals serviced by our Wilkes-Barre
blood center to delay or cancel
elective surgeries. The American
Red Cross took this message to
the public, asking for their help.

I am happy to report the re-
sponse to our plea has been won-
derful. Ten days later the blood

What's on
the Horizon?

Joseph Laver

Note to the reader: The Back
Mountain Regional Land Trust is
committed to producing one article
each month dealing with “green”
issues. Each author will be free to
express his/her own opinions.
Some may deal with land issues
but others will deal with air, water,
Sflora or fauna. We wish to provide
*you with “green” food for thought.

A unique idea'and partnership
between the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (PADEP) and

This sale is major concern to all
the citizens of Northeastern, Penn-
sylvania and the former share-
holders of Pennsylvania Enter-
prises. (Asaresultofthe sale, you
are probably owners of Southern
Union Stock.) The ‘consumers
and citizens must be concerned
about the preservation of wood-
lands and watershed. The share-
holders must ask if Southern
Union acted in a financially re-
sponsible manner in selling a valu-
able property asset at $300 per
acre. The loss of this asset is not

thanks to donors who restored blood bank

supply has come back up to com-
fortable levels and hospital order
for blood products are being filled.

This would not have happened
without the help of the terrific
people who reside within out re-
gion. They realized the serious-
ness of our situation-the plight of
the patients in our hospitals who
need blood-and they responded.
Most of our blood drives met or
exceeded their targets. Many
times our blood donors faced a
long wait due to the overwhelm-
ing response. They waited, and
we are so grateful for their pa-
tience.

only a financial blow but is also of
potential grave environmental
concern.

Since the buyers choose to re-
main anonymous, it only raises
our level of concern. At this sale
price, it is doubtful that they will
lose money. George Lindemann,
the CEO of Southern Union be-
came a billionaire by buying and
selling companies. It is doubtful
he would have made this decision
without something to gain. Who
are the people that may profit at
the expense of so many? Did they

The emergency is over, for now.
But no one knows what winter
storms are still to be faced this
year. And winter storms can se-
riously hamper our ability to col-
lect enough blood to service the
patients in our hospitals. The
need for blood knows no season.
Please help us to avoid another
emergency. When you see the
American Red Cross bloodmobile

is coming to your area, please .

come and give blood. Our pa-
tients - your family, friends and
neighbors - are counting on you.

Anyone whois atleast 17 years
old, who weighs at least 105

have an appropriate arms-length
relation to the former board of
Pennsylvania Enterprises? These
are only some of the questions
that should be answered. I

strongly urge you to contact your O

localand county officials and press
foranswers. Shareholders should
contact George Yankowksi at

.Southern Union (512-370-8305).

We deserve answers. We deserve
better:

Paul Niezgoda,
Jackson Township

pounds, and is in general good
health may give blood. Ifyou have
any questions about giving blood,
or want to know when the blood-
mobile will visit your area, please
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

Again, thank you to all who
helped during this recent appeal

for blood donors, especially the u

media who so willingly helped get

our message to the public. Blood

donors are the true heroes of
northeastern Pennsylvania.

Chris Rodgers,

CEO, American Red Cross

Blood Services,

Northeastern PA Region.

Q

'Green' across your TV screen

the Environmental Fund for Penn-
sylvania (EFP) - the GreenWorks
of Pennsylvania Channel - is show-
ing people of our state how they
can help in protecting our envi-
ronment.

For the past three years, EFP
Executive Director Tim Schlitzer
has produced an award-winning
collection of environmental video
programming in a television maga-
zine format. Each month a new
episode can be
seen on 76
cable and
public televi-
sion stations
as well as on line at
www.greenworkschannel.org/

Stories on GreenWorks deal
with issues faced by communities
in Pennsylvania and around the
world. “GreenWorks taps into the
heart of activism - that people are

LreenW

Thoonel. o

stimulated into action when some-
thing they hold dear is at stake,”
says Schlitzer. :

Some of the shows being broad-
cast this season include the fol-
lowing topics:

Agricultural issues - “Stewards
of the Land,” “Air Quality and

. Health,” “Environmental Educa-

tion for All;”

Governor’'s Awards - “Pollution
Prevention and Energy Efficiency,”
“The Healthy
Home * £Exie
and its Envi-
ronment;”

Recycling -
“The ‘Can’ Film Fes-

tival;”

plus “Pennsylvania’s Environ-
mental Heritage,” “Environments
in the City,” “"Greening our Com-
munities,” and “Water and the
Way We Live.”

GreenWorks Channel producer
Christine Melbank has stated: "As
GreenWorks Channel grows, us-
ers will be able to take advantage
of live as well as on-demand pro-
grams, contribute their own envi-
ronmental solutions in video and

pictures and: participate in pro:J

grams through e-mail, chat rooms,
and conferencing. You will see
something new on the GWC al-
most every day.”

Now that we are aware of this
resource, we need to contact our
cable operators and request that
they air GreenWorks at a reason-
able hour. Certainly, if you have
access to the Internet, check out

the on-line version at the address‘\’

given above.

Joseph Laver is a businessman
who lives in Trucksuville. He is an
active member of the board of Back
Mountain Regional Land Trust.

LEGISLATORS DIRECTORY : ' : : ’

Federal Officials

Representative Paul E. Kanjorski
(Democrat)

Wilkes-Barre: 825-2200
Washington: (202) 225-6511
e-mail:

paul.kanjorski@ hr.house.gov

# 400M, 7 N. Wilkes-Barre Blvd.,
Wilkes-Barre PA 18702

or 2353 Rayburn Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20515

Senator Arlen Specter

. (Republican)

Wilkes-Barre: 826-6265
Washington: (202) 224-4254
e-mail:

senator_specter @specter.senate.gov
116 South Main Street, Wilkes-
Barre PA 18701

or 711 Hart Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Rick Santorum
(Republican)

Scranton: 344-8799

Washington: (202) 224-6324

Fax: (202) 228-4991

e-mail:
senator@santorum.senate.gov

527 Linden St., Scranton, PA 18503
120 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

State Officials

State Senator Charles D.
Lemmond

(Republican)

(717) 675-3931

e-mail: smurphy @pasen.gov

22 Dallas Shopping Ctr., Memorial
Hwy., Dallas PA 18612-1231
State Representative George
Hasay

(Republican)

287-7505 or 542-7345 or 474-2276
or 477-3752

144 North Mountain Boulevard,
Mountaintop PA 18707

Hasay's district encompasses: J

Harveys Lake, Lehman Township,
Jackson Township, Lake Township,
Franklin Township, Ross Township,
and Dallas Tcwnship’s north voting
district.

State Representative Phyllis
Mundy

(Democrat)

283-9622 or 655-3375

Suite 113, 400 Third Avenue,
Kingston PA 18704

Mundy'’s district encompasses: \’

Dallas Borough, Dallas Township
except for the north voting district,
and Kingston Township.




