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be painted to “minimize visual
impact.”

“Most model ordinances we
looked at didn’t get into appear-
ance,” Box said. ‘I suppose that’s
because it's almost 1mp0531ble to
disguise a pig.”

The tower that is the subject of
the court action would be built
behind the.old township munici-
pal building at the intersection of
Rt. 309 and Carverton Rd. Cellu-
lar One, which has since been
taken over by AT&T, first ap-
proached the township in 1997
about building the tower, imply-
ing that there was little the town-
ship could do to prevent its con-
struction. The company and the
township signed a lease agree-
ment for the land, with the town-
ship being paid $800 per month.

The supervisors approval of the
tower was appealed by three fami-
lies that live near the site, and
Judge Burke gave his ruling July
19. Cellular One has said it will
appeal the ruling to Common-
wealth Court, but the township
declined to be a party. “We're not
going to actively participate in the
appeal,” Box said. “It’s their (Cel-
lular One’s) fight.” He said the

A hope that cell phone
companies will “take
the easier path” of
putting
antennas on buildings

township will be obligated to fol-
low the higher court’s ruling.

Box said when Cellular One
approached the township, he sug-
gested they consider a site near
the new municipal building on E.
Center St., but the company said
it was unsuitable.

The township has received an-
other application, this one from
Nextel, for a tower off Davis St., on
the hill behind St. Therese’s
Church. Box said he anticipated
more applications in coming
months, and the ordinance needs
to be in place to regulate them.
One section requires that compa-
nies attempt to find space on an
existing tower, or on a building,
before building a new antenna.

A second special meeting will
likely be held to discuss any
changes to the draft ordinance.

Highlights of proposed ordinance

Here are some highlights of the draft ordinance being considered by
the Kingston Twp. Board of Supervisors.

e Where possible, an antenna should be attached to an existing

building.

e An antenna may not be located on a building that is listed on a
historic register, or is in a historic district.
e Antennas may not be mounted on single-family or two-family

dwellings

* Antennas mounted on buildings may exceed the height limitation
of the zoning district by not more than 20 feet.

e If an antenna is free-standing, an 8-foot-high security fence must
surround the base and any accompanying building.

* The tower must be fully automated and unattended in regular use.

In order to qualify for a special exception to the zoning regulations,

the following apply:

» Applicants must show that the tower or antenna must be located
where it is proposed in order to operate properly.
» Every effort must be made to locate the tower below the ridge line

of nearby hills.

» Before requesting permission to construct a new antenna, appli-
cants must show they have made a good-faith effort to mount their
antenna on an existing building or tower. They must have contacted
every owner of property within 1/4 mile of the proposed site.

e Applicants must show that the proposed height of the antenna is
the minimum necessary to function properly.

e In all zoning districts, the maximum height will be 150 feet, with
exceptions up to 200 feet if setbacks are increased by one foot for each

additional foot of height.

e Towers must be set back from adjacent proper(y lines and

buildings at least the maximum collapsible “fall zone” as certified by a

registered engineer, plus 25 feet.

* All guy wires and buildings must be enclosed by a fence.

* A buffer of evergreen plantings must surround the fence.

e Towers must be painted to minimize visual impact.

¢ A tower left unused for 12 consecutive months must be removed
within six months, or the township may have it taken down and charge

the cost to the owner.
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This tower, behind Rider's

. World in Trucksville, would not

be affected by a new ordinance
regulating communications
towers.

Other towns
just waiting

While Kingston Township
moves to regulate communica-
tions towers, other communities
are taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach. In Dallas Township, the
site of the first controversial tower,
Len Kozick, zoning officer, said he
knew of no discussion about a
tower ordinance.

Dallas Borough does not have
any free-standing towers, said
Milton Lutsey, borough manager.
“The antennas that are in the
borough are on water towers,” he
said. “We haven't discussed it.”

John Krupa, zoning officer for
Jackson Township, said the sub-
ject-came up some time ago, but
nothing has been done. “We've
looked at it and done some re-
search on it,” Krupa said, mostly
relating to appearance. He said
there are no active applications
that he knew of.

In Lehman Township, which
has no towers at this time, a com-
pany has made preliminary in-
quiries, said Charles Bartlett, zon-
ing officer. “We do have areas that
are conducive to towers,” he said.
But the township is waiting to
look into regulations until the first
application is received.
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room,” said Mary Anne Layden,
Ph. D., the Director of Education
at the University of Pennsylvania’s
Center for Cognitive Therapy. “It
should be set up in the living
room or some other place where a
young user is conscious of
another’s presence. Sometimesit's
just the scent of a parent that
keeps kids from getting into
trouble.”

Computer usage outside the
home is more difficult to monitor.
“The first thing parents have .to
recognize is the fact that their
children are much more sophisti-
cated about all things related to
the computer than they are,” said
Layden. “They should ask ques-
tions like does this school or li-
brary have an Internet policy? Do
these places use blocking soft-
ware or a blocking service from an
Internet provider? How well are
the computer stations moni-
tored?”

The Back Mountain Memorial
Library has very specific guide-
lines governing the use of its com-
puters which offer Internet ac-
cess. “Children under the age of
18 have to have the signature of a
parent before we allow them to
use those computers and chil-
dren under the age of 16 can only
use the computer with a parent’s
supervision,” said Martha Butler,
head librarian. “We developed our
policy after consulting with other
libraries from around the country
and we are very comfortable with
T

Such precautions may seem
unneccesary, but Layden, whohas
dealt with sexual predators and
their victims, knows how impres-

Seminar highlights

~ “Sex, Kids & the Internet” will
be presented for the public Thurs-
day, Oct. 7, in the PP&L Business
Center auditorium in the East
Mountain office park, Rt. 115,
Wilkes-Barre. The program be-
gins at 7 p.m. Reservations are
not necessary.

Participants are:

Moderator: Bill Kelly, WVIATV &
FM
The Internet Expert: Michael
Burnside, Epix Internet Services
The Psychologist: Prof. Mary
Anne Layden, Dept. of Psychiatry,

“It’s about giving
individual parents,
teachers and
librarians the infor-
mation and the skills
they need to protect
those who can’t

protect themselves.”

Atty. Bernard Walter
Seminar organizer

sionable young minds are. “Pic-
tures are received by the brain as
events and therefore are not chal-
lenged. They go in unbuffered and
they're stored as toxic memories,”
she said. “There are not healthy
messages in Internet pornogra-
phy. There is no place for love,
kindness, tenderness, marriage,
trust or intimacy.”

The prevalence of sexually ex-
plicit material on the Internet con-
tinues to increase and experts
now estimate up to 70 percent of
all e-commerce is conducted at
these sites. This virtually uncon-
trolled growth has all but stymied
law enforcement officials. “The FBI
has established an ‘Innocent Im-
ages’ program in which agents
pose as very young children on
the Internet to trap pedophiles,”
said Layden. “That program has
been replicated all over the world
but it is not a match for a $12
billion industry.”

Michael Burnside, who works
with Commonwealth Telephone

L of Penn

The Law: Atty. Bernard Walter,
formervice crimes prosecutor, San
Francisco

Aspeaker from the educational
community will be included.

A related program foricollege
students and teachers at King’s
College will be presented at 8 p.m.,
Wed., Oct. 6. It will be shown live
on WVIA-TV, and will feature
Donna Rice Hughes, who is best
known for an episode with Presi-
dential candidate Gary Hart,
butwho is now vice president of

')

Company and helped develop the
Internet provider Epix, knows how
pervasive the problem has be-
come. “The fact is there is some
very bad stuff out there,” he said.
“What we have done as an Internet
server is remove about 12 or 15 of
the worst offenders, those sites
which have crossed the line of
legality.”

Epix also offers, at a cost to the,
consumer, a blocking service®

known as Cyberpatrol. “This sits
on top of a home personal com-
puter andis very effective at block-
ing offensive material,” said
Burnside. “But there isn’t tech-
nology out there that is totally
effective because there is always
the need to balance the good and
thebad. You wantyour high school

student to be able to research the(l);

topic of breast cancer for a report
and that would not be possible if
blocking services and software
blocked everything containing the
word breast.”

History lists are an effective
way to monitor computer usage
as well. “These tools require some
technical expertise but they're one
way to keep track of the sites
accessed from a home PC without
the user’'s awareness,”
Burnside.

A combination of new technol-
ogy and old-fashioned common
sense is the best recipe for pre-
venting children from becoming
victims. “The concern is indi-
vidual,” said Walter. “It's about
giving individual parents, teach-
ers and librarians the informa-

tion and the skills they need to‘ B

said([p

protect those who can’t protect™*

themselves.”

marketing and public relations
for Enough is Enough, a non-
profit organization that works to
keep the Internet safe for chil-
dren.

Dr. Layden willalso speak sepa»( 4

rately with students at College
Misericordia and King’s College.
The seminar is the October pro-
gram of the Ethics Institute at
College Misericordia. It will be re-
corded on videotape for possible
national broadcast, and may be
translated into other languages
for international distribution.

REMNANTS LAMINATE FLOORS AREA RUGS ' DRAPERIES

Fashion Floors
In-Store
Warehouse Sale!

SAVE IN EVERY DEPARTMENT ... Carpeting ® Ceramic Tile ® Laminate
Flooring ¢ Hardwood Flooring * Window Coverings * Wallpaper - AND MORE!

FASHION FLOOR

|_Dweont_|

& FPRBYER

Up
To

' FINANCING

1Year .

Cash!

VINYL SHADES

13d4VD SHILLNHS

REMNANTS

. Anmsmom . WILsm\IAnT 100’s TO CHOOSE FROM! cll%ml!nvll'l‘légow
el | Rl [ — L= B e
“The Area’s ON CERAMIC TILE o PLEATED SHADES
= * DRAPERIES
Best Prices” s A '. E S/A THE BEST PRICES! & 6 o %
00's of Rolls ' ; Al $ 0 OFF
In Stock! N o w- 1,000’s of SF Available | | STET s.f. PLUS FREE INSTALLATION!

TANIA S3IAVHS SANITE TVIILHIA S3iH3dvHd 31I13|WVH33

90 DAYS

HARDWOOD VERTICAL BLINDS REMNANTS SHADES SHUTTERS DRAPERIES TILE VINYL WALLPAPER HARDWOOD TILE

ISAME AS)

“our seIectton s the best e and we seIl It for Iess' e

See salesperson for full details. Prior orders exempt.

FASHION FLOOR

FLOORING & DESIGN CENTER

CORNER OF MARKET & GOODWIN STS., KINGSTON ¢ 287-4354
Hours; Tues. & Sat. 9-5 P.M. ¢ Mon.,Wed.,Th\_:rs., Fri. 9-8 PM

DNIHOOT4 JLVNIWYT SINVNW3Y

b




