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  Herons 
(continued from page 1) 

enough to know there is good food 
tobe had at the various fish hatch- 
eries around the state, and there 
they can be a real nuisance. It is 

legal for the managers of such 
facilities to use almost any pos- 

sible means to prevent the birds 
from stealing the fish. 

As is so often the case, herons 
had survived quite well over mil- . 

lions of years until people decided 

that it was fashionable to wear 
hats with large plumes. About 
100 years ago, the egrets (snow- 

white birds closely related to her- 

ons), ibises, cranes, and various 

herons in North America were in 
danger of going extinct because of 
the trade in their feathers. The 
Audubon . Society was, in fact, 

formed to help prevent this ex- 
tinction. The small rookery at 

Frances Slocum State Park is evi- 

dence of their success. 
Breeding season is one of the 

few times that great blues congre- 
gate. They mate simply to raise 

their young and then they go their 

separate ways. They may group 

+ together again for their migration 
trip south in the fall or occasion- 

ally in their northern feeding 
grounds later in the summer. 

At this time of year, the adults 

are likely taking turns sitting on a 
clutch of eggs in the nest. One 
parent stays while the other for- 
ages for food. A heron can eat 

food equal to its weight in one day 
(these birds look large, but they 
only weigh six to eight pounds). 
After eating, birds often groom 

themselves while waiting for the 
food to digest. The grooming serves 
several purposes: It removes dirt 

and sticks from the feathers; it 
adds oil to make the feathers wa- 
ter repellent once again, and, per- 

haps most important, it connects 

one feather to the next in a very 
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Great blue herons have built a number of nests high in trees at Frances Slocum State Park. This set is 
from last season, and is not being used this year. 

precise way so the bird can fly 

efficiently. 
Once the chicks hatch (about 

four weeks after egg laying), both 
parents will collect food for these 
new hungry mouths. For about 
six weeks, the hunting goes on 

around the clock. Being under an 

active rookery is not for the faint- 
hearted. There are strong odors 
and lots of noise. And, sometimes 
strange things will fall ony one’s 

head. But, at the end of it all, two 
or three young birds will be ready 

to fly and feed on their own. The 

young will join the adults (not 

  Teachers 
(continued from page 1) 

teachers fall to the middle of the 
pack when comparing their total 
average years of education with 
their peers across the state. In 
1997-1998, Dallas teachers were 

ranked 385th out of 604 districts 
statewide and Lake-Lehman 
teachers average education total 
was 365th. Lake-Lehman had a 

How teachers rank 

The following information of 1997-98 teacher rankings was 

provided by the Pennsylvania School Board Association. 

There are 604 school districts in Pennsylvania. 

higher ranking due, in-part, to 
the fact that the district's salary 

schedule has been extended to 
compensate teachers who have 
earned a master’s degree plus 54 
credits, while the highest rate of 
pay in Dallas is granted to those 
teachers with a master’s plus 36 

credits. 

  

Avg. Avg. Avg. 

District Salary Rank Years Rank Educ.* Rank 

Dallas 47.654 171 195 64 4.3 385 

Lake-Lehman 48,014 162 184 154 4.3 365 

Other districts : 

Crestwood 50,203 110 19.0 111 4.4 211 

Northwest 54397 61 213 19 4.7 16 

Wyoming Area 49295 129 21.3. 19 4.8 1 

* Numerical value based on degrees earned and other education 
completed. Highest ranked districts are 4.8, the lowest are 3.2 

  

necessarily their parents’ group) 

in the fall migration and will be 
ready to have their own young in 

their third year. 

Great blue herons live approxi- 

mately 20 years. Many migrate all 
the way to South America from 
summer feeding grounds in 
Canada or Alaska. They are 

ranked with the condor and the 
albatross as the best flyers among 

the large birds. Their six foot wings 
are powered by special red 

muscles useful in long-distance 
flight. 

In Pennsylvania, we are indeed 

lucky to share our surroundings 
with herons of many kinds - but, 

especially, the great blue. Its 

stately form, awkward-looking 
nests, and slate-blue coloring with 

the bright yellow eyes speak of an 
ancient creature that is well 

adapted to its environment. Even 
the raucous calls - the ones that 
JohndJames Audubon termed “un- 
couth syllables” - serve to warn of 

danger or summon a mate. Effi- 

ciency like this is to be admired 
and copied, not feared or envied. 

Our new neighbors are welcome 
here. 

Picnic planned at St. Frances Cabrini 
A bake sale and tent picnic will be held on the church grounds at St. 

Frances Cabrini Church, Mount Olivet Road, on Memorial Day, May31, 

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mass will be celebrated at the church at 10 a.m. 

for all who have been buried at Mount Olivet Cemetery. Following the 
Mass, home-baked goodies and homemade foods like clam chowder, 
pork barbecue, wimpies, haluski, desserts and beverages will be sold. 

All are welcome. Takeouts will be available. The picnic is being 
prepared by the Parish Social Committee. 
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| BY i 15% OFF 
| LOWEST PRICEON || LOWEST PRICE ON 
| ONESALEITEM || ONE SALE ITEM 

WITH THIS COUPON 
Not good on previous purchases, 

previous layaways, or with 
any other coupons. 

WITH THiS COUPON 
Not good on previous purchases, 

i previous layavays, or with 

A any other coupons. 

Expires 5/31/99. Expires 5/31/99. DP 
wr Le 
  

ROUTE 6 

DICKSON CITY EN 
EXIT 57A OFF 1-81 op bali 
JUST 1/4 MILE ABOVE Bs 
THE VIEWMONT MALL! C AS -U A | - gS 343-9886 
  

  Stalking 
(continued from page 1) 

Well, my life and certainly my 
photography has been seren- 

dipitous. This spring my son's 
Back Mountain Baseball team, 
the Tigers, practiced for two 
hours every Monday night at — 

you guessed it — Francis 

Slocum State Park. And the 
winter's winds had not de- 
stroyed those nests. I forged 

into the fields with a longer 
lens. 

When I got those nests in 
focus I saw something big and 
black hovering above each nest. 

Crows I thought. Wrong again. 
Could it be, yes, it certainly was 
a group of immature blue 
herons standing on their former 
homes waiting for a parental 
handout I'm sure. Now every 
photographer knows the axiom 

that closer is better, that no 
matter how close you are it's 

never too close or close enough. 
So I trudged and hacked my 
way through the underbrush to 
get a closer shot. But a very 
peculiar thing happened; the 

nearer I got to the trees, the less 
I could see the nests. And then 
I couldn't see them at all. 

At that point, I had crawled 

through enough underbrush. I 
backtracked until I could see 
the nests again and make some 
mental field references. The blue 
heron tree nests were so many 
feet from this tree in reference 
to that tree etc. Armed with 
information, I tramped into the 
brush again. I couldn't see 

them, but bushwhacked 
through to a stream which I 
forded. The birds didn’t fly, 
which I half expected knowing a 
little about herons. I made like a 
deer, five or six feet and I would 
stop, then start again. Soon, I 
had the trees in my sights 
again, and could see the birds. 
My heart thumping as I crept 

closer, ever closer, I was 30 to 
50 feet from the base of the 

* rookery trees and continued to 
creep closer and started shoot- 
ing film. I imagined they didn’t 

hear me. The wind came from 
the west or they were young and 

very much at home. Maybe they 

knew the four-foot-high field- 
stone wall would stop me in my 

tracks. It did. I wanted to be 
right under the trees shooting 

up but needed to climb the 

stone wall. 
Up over the wall and 10 feet 

in the terrain turned to impass- 

able brush and evergreens to 
the base of the trees. The blue 
herons took flight, probably to 
their other rookery further in, 
and I realized I'd been shooting 

into the setting sun anyway 
which gave me some groovy 
silhouettes of blue herons. I just 
needed to be on the other side 
of the trees. 

All mothers come to realize 
~ how much can be accomplished 
when their children are sleep- 

ing, playing, or otherwise 
engaged. When I came out of 
the woods, Carl's baseball 

practice still had another 40 

minutes. I jammed the “Mom” 
van in reverse and headed for a 

farmer's field a mile down the 

road and on the other side of 

the rookery trees. Field refer- 

ences all set, I confidently 
strolled in through the brush, 
and guess what, another stream 
to ford. But the killer was - did 
you guess it - another four-foot 
stone wall 30 to 50 feet from the 

rookery trees on the other side! 

I gave up. These darn birds had 
situated themselves on the tops 

of 50 to 70 foot trees sur- 
rounded at the base by thick 

all-season underbrush. To top 

that, there was a stone wall 

running on either side of the 
trees and a stream on each side 

to ford too. Now, you tell me if 

this is just coincidence or are 
these birds pretty crafty. The 

sun was setting, baseball 
practice was almost over, and I 

have groovy silhouette pictures 
of these crazy herons as testa- 
ment to nature's supremacy 
over woman. 
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#. opkins Greenhouse 

Falls, PA 587-3437 

Geraniums © Potted Plants 
Flowers « Hanging Baskets 

& Vegetable Plants 

Open Vily Se    
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16 Carverton Road, Trucksville 

call Ahead IEe ICRP R010 

Eat in or Take Out 
Try Our Wings! 

Mon.: 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Tues., Wed., Thurs.: 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

Fri.: 11:00 am - 12:00 Midnight 
Sat.: 12:30 pm - 12:00 Midnight ¢ Sun.: 2:00.pm - 11:00 pm   

"NIT give you 

200 FREE GALLONS 
of PREMIUM 

A+ HEATING OIL   
with the installation 

of a new Central Air Conditioner 

BEFORE JUNE 15TH 
| a 

  

CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING 

    

  Youll Like The Way We Do- Things 

Call for a free estimate! 

1-888-Montour 
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Town & Country 
Country Club Shopping Ctr. * Dallas 

ALWAYS QUALITY DRYCLEANING 

  

ha A member of the International Fabricare Institute, 
a the association of professional drycleaners and launderers. 

Shirts Laundered e Draperies and Household Items 
Fine Dry Cleaning ¢ Alterations 

Wedding Gown Specialist 

675-0468 
Hours: Mon. — Fri. 6A.M. —- 7 P.M.Sat. 7 A.M. - 5 P.M. 

Over 20 Years In Business 

J 

Cleaners 

    
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

    
 

5" X 7" = 

8" by 10" - 

    

Any photo taken by a Post photographer may be | 
reproduced in permanent glossy ‘form. If you 
would like to order a photo, stop by the office, 

. send in the form below, or call for details. 

SIZES and PRICES: 

B/W $10 Color $12 

B/W $15 Color $15 

Note: Some photos are available only as 8"x10" color. 
Not all photos can be reproduced in larger sizes, so 
we reserve the right to make them fit the gppropriate 
size. Allow 4-6 weeks for completion. 
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ne | Photo Order ; 

| Please make : av) copies in this size: | 1 

| O5x7BW QO5x7Color Q8x10BW Q8x10Color J 
I Date photo appeared: Page#: | 
I Brief description: . | 
| A 

I Name . 

I | City Se zi 1 

T Phone # 1 

i Please enclose payment with order. Send to: | 

I The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas, PA 1861 2 i 

1 Call 675-5211 if you have questions. - 
HT TT FE SS i 

J 

You can have a io) 
that has appeared in 
The Dallas Post. It's 

easy and inexpensive. 
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