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  EDITORIALS |   
  

Spirit of Memorial Day 

lives in those who mark it 
On Monday we will observe the 131st Memorial Day, our 

opportunity to recall and honor those who have died defending 
our freedom. “Decoration Day” was started May 30, 1868 by 

Gen. John A. Logan, commander of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, in tribute to the brave soldiers who died in the Civil 
War, our bloodiest conflict and one that leaves scars to this day. 

While a Federal holiday, Memorial Day is not sanctioned by 
some Southern states. 

The original meaning was derived from the habit of families 
to place flowers and wreaths on the graves of their fallen loved 
ones in late May, when the chance of frost had passed. When 
it became a universal holiday, the meaning was changed to 
reflect remembrance of everyone who died in all wars. 

We are now engaged in the most modern of wars, which thus 
far has claimed no U.S. men or women, and has stirred scarcely 
a trace of emotion beyond worries about how to fund the 
‘bombing of Serbia. And it has been more than 20 years since 
the close of the Vietnam War, the last time our forces suffered 

heavy casualties. That means more than a generation of 
Americans has grown up without direct experience in the 
tragedy of war — for all sides — regardless of the ultimate 
outcome. On the whole, this is a good thing; surely everyone 

who has been in a battle has wished it was the last, and that 
his children could avoid a similar fate. 

Some people say that along with relative peace has come a 

loss of focus on the values our men and women died for over the 
centuries, and a degradation of the will to do what is necessary 
to protect our nation and our people. But if you attend a 
Memorial Day service this year, you will see those values and 

that will, clearly evident in the faces of the participants, 

whether grizzled veterans or youthful Scouts. And you will 
leave with renewed respect for our nation’s principles, and for 
the men and women who paid the ultimate price to defend 
them, and for those who will be prepared to do so again, if 
necessary. 

     

  

Publisher's notebook 

For all the talk, the pace of progress is . . well, slow. We were 
talking around the dinner table the other night, and for some 
reason the subject of vaccinations — shots — came to mind. I 
confessed to my kids that had been terrified of shots as a child, 

- and recalled an embarrassing trip to the doctor at about 12 
years of age in which I cried relentlessly over a tetanus booster. 

Let'snoteven get into my reaction to having blood drawn, in the 
days before it became a regular occurrence. Anyway, | remem- 
ber clearly that shots were to have been a thing of the past by 
now, replaced by a device that shoots the medicine through the 

skin in less painful fashion. I think only the military, where 

crying would be quite out of place, uses this system. 

That's one example of how much more slowly change takes 

place in reality than it does in the minds of dreamers and 
headline writers. Look at the movies. It's beginning to appear 

the producers of “2001 A Space Odyssey” missed their target 
by a few hundred years. And cars? At the 1964 World's Fair in 

New York, we saw visions of a future that has never arrived, 

such as cars that would take us to our destination guided by 
sensors buried in roadways, relieving us of the chores of driving 
so we could read a paper or enjoy a show on the television built 

into the dashboard. Then there's the infamous Year 2000 

computer bug, which is a problem only because programmers 

working 30 years ago never imagined in their wildest dreams 
we'd be using the same programs at the turn of the century. 

Perhaps most fascinating is the fact that all these advances 
and many more are technically feasible, and in some cases 

have been for years, but we haven't had the desire to implement 

them. I can’t tell if that’s because we don’t really appreciate 

what could be, or because the payoff doesn’t justify the trouble 
and expense required. 

So, take a grain of salt with the next article you read about 
the looming high-tech future. Instead of rapid advances, we're 
more likely to live in an “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” world for 
some time to come. 

  

        
  

  

Do you agree? Disagree? 
Editorials are the opinion of the management of The Dallas 
Post. We welcome your opinion on contemporary issues in the 
form of letter to the editor. If you don't write, the community 
may never hear a contrasting point of view. 

/ 
Send letters to: The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas, PA 
18612. Please include your name, address and a daytime 
phone number so-that we may verify authenticity. We do not 
publish anonymous letters, but will consider withholding the 
name in exceptional circumstances. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and grammar. 

    

  

  

  

  

  
Would this by any other name smell sweeter? Skunk cabbage, pretty but pungent. Photo by Charlotte Bartizek. 
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Huntsville can be enjoyed by all golfers, says President 
Editor: 
Thanks so much for the won- 

derful article on Huntsville Golf 
Club. We appreciate your excel- 

lent coverage, and can relate very 
well to the risk-reward decisions 
that your golfers faced at each 
hole of the course. I congratulate 
your staff members on their 
scores, which were very good, and 
agree that if they were more famil- 
iar with the course, they could 

reduce those good scores by a few 
more strokes. 

  

    Lynn McLaughlin 
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As we near the 21st century, 

there seems to be much dissatis- 

faction with our current educa- 
tional system. Educational reform 
has become a hot topic in the 
media, and the debate continues 
among legislators, educational 
reformers, and the public. There 

is a growing belief in society that 
public education is at the center 
of this dilemma. Critics of public 
schools believe public education 
is not meeting the needs of the 
children they are serving, that 

instead they are stifling creativity 
and innovation, while not provid- 

ing new and vibrant opportuni- 
ties. 

Educational reformers claim 
the public school system, and 

many within it, are indifferent to 

change. Legislators argue over 
alternative solutions in an effort 
to repair a system they view as a 

detriment to our nation’s future. 
Parents and taxpayers criticize 
the system for becoming unac- 

countable to the very public who 

supports it. 
One educational movement, in 

an effort to address these con- 
cerns, has managed to make it to 
the forefront of the debate. The 
charter schools movement, what 

some claim to be an innovative, 

yet fairly simple concept of public 

education, has received consid- 

erable attention across the na- 

tion. 

The basic charter school con- 

cept allows for the creation of a 
public school, independent of 
bureaucratic regulation. Funding 
is found in grant monies from 
state or federal programs, or pri- 

vate entities, varying from state to 
state. Each charter school is un- 

der contract to the official body 
approving the charter, to produce 

However, [I think that your 

writer may have described the 

course to be far more intimidating 
than it really needs to be. Tt 
should be clearly noted that while 
they played from the green tees, 

there are three other tee positions 
ateach hole that would have made 
the course easier to play, just as 

there are two other tee positions 

ateach hole that would have made 
the course even harder to play. 

Rees Jones was specifically se- 
lected as the course architect for 

Huntsville because he has arepu- 
tation for designing golf courses 
which challenge the good golfers, 
but are also playable by the high 
handicap golfers, as well. At 
Huntsville, we have many expert 
golfers, but also many beginning 
golfers. Additionally, we have a 
children’s golf program. 
course is played and enjoyed by 

all of these different levels of golf- 
ers. 

The courseis challenging, that’s 
what makes it fun. But when a 

Are charter schools the 
certain predetermined results. 
The charter specifies the opera- 

tional and educational objectives 
and is strictly a performance based 
contract. 

In its purest form, the charter 
school concept is designed to give 
schools maximum freedom from 
state and local districts. Advo- 
cates of the charter system be- 
lieve such freedom releases 

schools from bureaucratic con- 
trol that hinders learning and in- 
novation. Positive guidance and 

support is sought through the 
increased involvement of parents, 

the community, and the private 
sector. 

The charter school movement 

‘has received such a positive repu- 
tation because it claims to offer 
more parental choice and greater 
accountability. Democrats and 

Republicans alike are taking credit 

for this reform. Since 1991, 22 
states have put charter school 

laws into effect, and about 1,100 
schools are up and running 
throughout the country. Presi- 

dent Clinton in his most recent 
State of the Union Address vowed 
to expand the number of charter 

schools to 3,000 by next year. 
So where does the debate be- 

gin? With the very premise the 
charter school concept is based 

on, freedom from bureaucratic 
regulation. This freedom allows 
charter schools to follow their own 
idea of public education. How- 
ever, such freedom demands a 
high degree of accountability. If a 
charter school does not meet the 
expectations outlined in its con- 

tract it will lose funding and be 
shut down. This clearly contra- 

dicts the very principle of freedom 

upon which the charters are 

based. The pressure to maintain 

funding itself undermines any 
room for growth or constructive 
reorganization outside the initial 

educational objectives of the char- 
ter. In reality this creates a very 

limited learning environment, 
with no proven record of success. 

A charter school’s educational 
effectiveness is determined by its 

fiscal management. The heaviest 

burden charter schools bear is 

the absence of start-up money 

“and capital funding. The lack of 
funding means charter schools 
are having to make do with con- 
siderably less money to accom- 
plish all of their goals. 

There are other highly contro- 

versial issues involved in charter 
school funding. For instance, 
there is no consistency among 

charter schools in assessing the 
necessary funding to finance pub- 

~ lic education. In this respect, a 
charter school can be easily com- 

pared to a small business ven- 
ture. Capital funding is a key and 

problematic issue. Most charter 

schools encounter problems with 

start-up funds for facilities, equip- 
ment, planning, teacher training, 

etc., and once established, oper- 

ate on avery limited budget. There 

are no guarantees that a charter 
school will succeed. In many 

cases, shifting dollars away from 
traditional public. schools to an 
untested experimental school is 

risky and irresponsible use of state 

and federal funding. 
Charter schools claim to pro- 

vide increased options for par- 

ents, children, and teachers. In 

most cases, this means increased 
responsibility from parents and 
flexibility among teachers to in- 
struct in non-traditional areas of 
education. Most students in need 
of further options are those who 
have special needs, such aslearn- 

ing disabilities or mental or physi- 

cal handicaps. Existing charter 
schools are relatively small and 

isolated, serving a limited, and at 
times elite group of students. Their 
focus is on specialized academic 

or artistic interests, such as sci- 

ence or music. This can hardly be 

considered an educational sys- 

tem capable of serving the major- 
ity of students in our public 
schools and certainly leaves lim- 
ited resources for students with 

special needs. 

The argument that public 
schools need more community 

involvement and support from the 

private sector is a valid one. But 
the assistance available to char- 

Our. 

golfer plays from the tee position 
which is appropriate to his or her 

skill level, it is not an unusually 

difficult course. 
I'd like to set aside the miscon- 

ception that “Huntsville is too hard 

to play unless you're a really good 
golfer.” We have a large number - 
of beginning and novice golfers 
who play this course and enjoy it : 

immensely. 

Richard Maslow 

President 

answer? 
ter schools is likely to mirror the 
socioeconomic status of student" 

enrollment. Children in commu- 
nities that are economically de- 
prived, or that do not have char- 
ter schools, would be left out of 
the equation. Charter school en- 

rollment does not provide an ac- 
curate representation of the pub- 
lic student population. 

If community involvement or 
assistance from the private sector . 

is to be put toward public educa- 

tion it should go directly to the 

public school system already in 
place in that community. This 
would help expand community. 

and parental involvement, while 

increasing support for public 
schools. 

The future of charter schools is 
dependent upon their ability to 

fulfill their respective contracts. ,- 

But, what does this really say.’ 
about the quality of education’+® 
being provided? It is not freedom 
from bureaucracy that the public 

school system needs, but a more 

concerted effort from educational 
reformers, parents and the com- 

munity to address problems 

within the system. Diverting funds 
to new, experimental programs, 

such as charter schools, will not 
increase the quality of public edu- 

cation. 

Charter schools do not provide 

public education because their 

academic agendas don't apply to 

the majority of students and are 
further hindered by the fact that 
they must apply to the contract 
(which is too dependent on fund- = 
ing), they are elitist in their enroll- 
ment and do not represent the 

average student. They do not pro- 

vide for special needs students 

and any outside assistance will 

still result in increased bias to- 
wards those families who already 

have the advantage of sending 
their children to a charter school. 
Charter schools are too risky an 

investment and there is not 
enough evidence they benefit the 
general public. 

Lynn McLaughlin teaches the 

middle grades at Gate of Heaven 
School in Dallas. 

  

  
* Send your sports reports to The Dallas Post, 
where the Back Mountain turns for local news 
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