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Insulate to lower cooling bills

With the hot summer months approach-
ing, now is the time to add attic insulation
so you don’'t have to crank up the air
conditioning unit and break the bank with
sky-high electric bills.

Insulation is just as important in the
summer as it is in the winter. On warm
days, outside heat attempts to move in-
doors, but insulation slows its transfer.
Adequate insulation can help reduce util-
ity bills, save energy and make a home
more comfortable — in the summer, and
year-round. :

Recognizing that inadequate insulation
is one of the leading causes of wasted
energy in most homes, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy recently increased its R-

value recommendations for the first time
in 10 years - a change that will' help
homeowners maximize their home’s en-
ergy efficiency.

The Department of Energy recommends
that homeowners install R-49 insulation

(equivalent to 15 inches of fiber glass) in
the attics of most new U.S. homes. Be-
cause most homes only have about 6
inches of attic insulation, the majority of
homeowners may benefit by adding insu-
lation in their attics. In fact, a recent study
found that only 20 percent of the homes
built before 1980 have adequate insula-
tion in the attic.

Insulating the attic is also one of the
easiest and most cost-effective projects for
a homeowner. Today, products are avail-
able that make insulating even easier for
the do-it-yourselfer, including Miraflex®
R-25 insulation (8" inches), a virtually
itch-free insulation product manufactured
by building materials systems leader
Owens Corning.

Before adding insulation to an attic,
properly caulk or seal all cracks or open-
ings in the ceiling. It also is recommended
that homeowners install attic vents, which
help prevent moisture buildup.

Insulation is
just as
important in
the summer
as it is in the
winter. On
warm days,
outside heat
attempts to
move
indoors, but
insulation
slows its
transfer. New
products on
the market,
such as
Owens
Corning’s
Miraflex
insulation,
make the job
easier for a
do-it-
yourselfer.
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floors exude elegance

Did you ever walk into a museum and
spend more time looking at the floor than at
the Monets? A custom flooring installation
can be a work of art unto itself that attracts
attention and makes you wish you had one
at home. :

Because of remarkable flooring advance-
ments, customized installations arenolonger
limited to posh restaurants, boutiques or
museums, and you don’t have to customize
with expensive Italian marble to achieve a
flooring masterpiece. Instead you, too, can

- enjoy. the elegance of the homes you see

featured in magazines or on television with
acustom installation of resilient (vinyl) floor-
ing. :

According to Leonard Ludovico, vice presi-
dent of product styling and design at
Congoleum, a leading resilient flooring
manufacturer, customizing with resilient
sheet or tile flooring creates designs that are
oozing with good taste. “Resilient floors rep-
licate natural materials with a stunning
realism, allowing for cutting edge, custom-
ized designs,” he says. “As an added bonus,
it has an extraordinary resistance to scuffs,
scratches and stains and is easy to install
and maintain.”

Resilient flooring is no longer your
mother’s linoleum. Over the years, it has

ics and function, and now can be used for
custom installations. You can combine
uncanny reproductions of marble, gran-
ite, stone and even wood plank to achieve
the most unique and elegant atmosphere
in your home.

With the help of a resilient floor in-
staller, you can produce impressive look-
ing designs that are unique to your tastes
and the decor of your home. Congoleum,
for instance, offers a broad range of inno-
vative styles and hues. You c¢an choose
design combinations ranging from South-
west stone and cherry oak to marble and
natural wood to an earth toned clay and
chestnut wood, to name a few.

Resilient floors are available in 6 and
12-foot width rolls, 12-inch x 12-inch tiles
or 3-inch or 4 1/2-inch wide x 36-inch
long wood planks. You can choose from
many different designs and colors depend-
ing on the look you're trying to achieve.

If customizing your floor is something

. you have wanted to do, don’t overlook

resilient, regardless of the style, color or
design in question. The new resilient floor-
ing can be custom installed for an upscale
appearance in any room of your home.
For more information, call Congoleum
at 1 800 274 3266, or visit the company’s

Lidsky say that cabinets in light,
warm colors and finishes are
popular for busy, informal family
kitchens, while rich, dark finishes
are often chosen by homeowners,
who prefer traditional rooms and
formal entertaining.

Lidsky adds that many
homeowners still love white kitch-
ens.

“In away, the big white kitchen
is akin to the little black dress,”
he says. “It can be anything you
want it to be: dressy, casual, so-
phisticated, basic... What makes
it interesting... besides the
accessorizing, of course... are the
many new whites. They are gen-
tler and warmer, a far cry from
yesteryear’s glaring whites. And
besides, the whites - like any

BUILDER

Finest Kind of Homes and Renovations

undergone enormous upgrades in aesthet-  website at www.congoleum.com.

Natural Stone

Product of

AYERS SUPPLY, INC.

YOUR SOURCE FOR
THAT DIFFERENT STONE

Right - Congoleum’s Futura® sheet and Forum® wood plank flooring combine
design, style and color to create an elegant theme in this kitchen.
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Call Today at 675-3763
For All Your Building Needs!

Over 100 Different Types & Colors
of Building and Landscape
Stone in Stock!
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Moldings, columns and other
architectural features, custom-
painted tile murals, stone floors
with unusual borders and unique
collections are other elements that
O'Hanlon and Lidsky often use to
make every kitchen highly per-
sonal.

“The best kitchens are those
where family and guests want to
linger,” smiles O'Hanlon. “Let us
face it, as technology speeds us
into the 21st century, a wonder-
ful kitchen with such age-old val-
ues as beauty, good food and
friends is a great anchor.”
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PG Energy PowerPlus
can provide all of your:

Electricity + Natural Gas ¢ Security
Propane ¢ Energy Management

PG Energy PowerPlus is your hometown
company. We deliver competitive pricing,
reliable energy supplies and
24-hour service.
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» Expert Residential & Commercial Designs
e |rrigation

» Shrubbery & Perennial Design

e Ground Maintenance

VERSA-LOK®

RETAINING WALL SYSTEMS
415 W. 8th Street, Wyoming

 Seeding & Sodding

 Patios & Walkings

* Natural Water Creations

e Computer Imaging Available

A subscription to
the Post costs only
$18 per year.
Call 675-5211
to start yours. - -}
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Call 1-888-699-7587 to see
how much you can save.
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