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tion and Homestead provisions 

until November 15, after the elec- 
tion, the committee should be 

formed next year. He added that 
once the act is passed it must stay 
active for three years before it can 
be voted on again. 

Karen Whipple, board mem- 
ber, said she only voted down the 
committee for fear it might get on 
the ballot. “I could've gone ahead 
with the committee, butlam skep- 

tical about anything going on the 

ballot,” she said. 

“I wasn't convinced we knew 

where we were going with it. I 
think we should have experienced 

people on the committee. [ don't 
know how anyone could advise 
us. No one seems to know where 

to get information.” 

Jeff Pauley, taxpayer associa- 

tion president, said the board's 

move was expected. “I think it'sa 

feasible bill. It could definitely 
work to benefit Lake-Lehman, 

especially low-income and the eld- 

erly,” said Pauley. “People (legis- 

  

lators) say they don’t like it. What 

would they change? They had 20 
years to work on it.” 

Pauley said the association will 

continue to encourage the board 
to research the act and let people 

know they are currently eligible 

for the Homestead Exemption Act 

through the county assessor's of- 
fice. : 

“Maybe if we get them to study 

it they'll be more interested in two 

years,” said Pauley. 
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ies’ ideas,” says Martha Butler, 

Library Director. The state is at- 

tempting to promote internet ac- 

cess, and the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library hopes to en- 
courage both use and responsi- 
bility. : 

“We instituted this policy be- 

cause we believed it was in the 
best interest of the patrons and 
the library,” says Butler. 

“We don’t use any type of filter- 

ing,” says Butler. “We feel it is the 
responsibility of the user. We try 
to be as uncensored as possible.” 

Butler adds that no filtering soft- 
ware would be infallible, and many 
users are adept at evading the 
software's restrictions. 

Four computers are located 

near the circulation desk of the 
library. Only one currently pro- 
vides internet access. One main- 
tains a listing, called LE PAC, of 
the holdings of the 10 Luzerne 
County libraries. The other two 
have CD-ROMs with information, 
such as World Book Encyclopedia 
and Infotrac, a magazine article 
reference. After the library’s auto- 
mation project is completed this 

spring, Butler hopes to add 
internet access to one more com- 

puter. 

Butler is excited by the internet 
access at the library. “It opens up 
a whole world of resources.” 

Kim Clark, 13, a Tunkhannock 
Area Middle School student, vis- 
ited the library to research a term 
paper on school violence. “We 

usually can’t get on it at school,” 
says Clark. “We don’t have one at 
home.” 

Although Clark was wearing a 
Korn t-shirt imprinted with the 
text of the First Amendment on 
her back, she seemed unbothered 
by the library's requirement that 
her mother stay beside her as she 
surfed the internet. 

Her mother, Teri Clark, com- 
ments, “Herel have towatch them, 
but I'm not worried about it.” She 
worked on her own paperwork as 

she sat beside Kim. 
An average of three or four 

people sign in each day to use the 

internet computer, and each pa- 

tron is required to sign the release 
and responsibility form. “We've 

had no complaints and no prob- 
lems so far,” reports Butler. 

The Hoyt Library in Kingston 

follows a different route in provid- 
ing access. There, four computers 
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in the adult area and one in the 

children’s area are connected to 

the internet. Each computer runs 

two software programs, Fortress 

and CyberPatrol, to screen access 
to potentially offensive web sites, 

says Reference Librarian Diane 
Rebar. 

In addition, children under 18 

years old must have their parent 
or legal guardian sign an agree- 
ment card. Parents do not, how- 

ever, need to accompany their 
children during use of the ma- 
chines. 

At the Osterhout Library, four 
computers are linked to the 

internet, and as at the other li- 
braries, students 18 and under 
are required to have a parent or 

- ‘guardian sign a release form and 
a policy with rules and regula- 
tions. At the Osterhout Library, 
however, no filtering software is 
used, according to John Roberts, 
Reference Librarian. “The parent 
signs a disclaimer,” says Roberts, 
informing them of the potential 
content of the internet. : 

Internet access is not available 
in the Children’s Room of the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library. Five 
computers are located there, and 
all have CD-ROM drives and ac- 
cess to a printer. “The children 
have enjoyed them very much,” 
says Marilyn Rudolph, Children’s 
Librarian. “The little ones use them 
after story hour.” Other fans in- 
clude homeschoolers and stu- 
dents visiting the library after 
school and on weekends. 

The most popular use of the 
Children’s Room computers is to 

read through CD-ROMs, such as 
Dinosaur Hunter and Cartopedia. 
Back Mountain students are fans 
of Encyclopedia of Nature and Big 
Anthony's Mixed-Up Magic CD- 

ROMs. “After use, they go off look- 
ing for books,” says Rudolph. “I 

think it's going to be wonderful for 
non-fiction.” 
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grant for new equipment. In 

the Valentine's Day issue, 
KnightLife devoted three sto- 
ries to recycling, including 

survey results. The articles 
discussed Wolfe's program, the 
Lake Township Recycling Cen- 
ter and the benefits of 
composting. They entered the 

group, individual and cartoon 
categories. The awards will be 
announced in April. 

Wolfe spent hours research- 
ing recycling on the Internet 
and called around to centers 
to find out who would take 
what and how much it would 
cost. He learned that it costs 
to recycle just about every- 
thing except aluminum cans. 

He did find Solomon Indus- 
tries in Wilkes-Barre which 
agreed to take the school’s 
white paper at no cost. Cur- 

rently only white paper is be- 

ingrecycled. Wolfe and a hand- 
ful of Key Club members col- 
lected and designated boxes 
for the paper and distributed 
them to the main office, every 
classroom and near trash cans 
throughout the school. 

Each Friday Wolfe and other 
Key Club volunteers borrow a 

truck and take pounds and 

pounds of paper to be recycled 
and eventually reused. 

He hopes to expand the pro- 

gram to newspaper and plas- 

tic bottles. Recently the school 
obtained a sports drink ma- 
chine that produces more plas- 

tic-filled trash cans. 
“I hope to expand recycling 

and do it without costing a lot 
of money. I haven't cost the 
school anything so far,” said 
Wolfe. He approached the 
school board at its February 
meeting last week to inform 
them of his project and ask for 
their support. “They could get 
involved and spend a little 
money because this is saving 
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Ben Wolfe sat by one of the recycling boxes he set out at Lake-Lehman High School 

them money,” explained Wolfe. 

Board member Lois Kopcha 
sees Wolfe's program as an 

excellent one. “I commend 
Ben Wolfe. He has a great 
point. This trash is filling up 
our landfills,” said Kopcha. 
The board has not yet dis- 

cussed monetary supporting 

the program. 
Wolfe is excited by the 

progress made in a short pe- 

riod of time.. “This is a start. 
I really hope the underclass- 
men get involved and carry it 
on with the teachers,” he said. 

The 18 year old has learned 

from this experience, not only 

how to organize and delegate 
to people, but that he can help 

change the community for the 
better. Also, he added with a 
laugh, “Ilearned thatyouneed 
an aerated area when spray 

painting.” Wolfe and his 
friends spray painted green 

recycling symbols on all of the 
cardboard boxes used to col- 
lect white paper. 

All of this work is in addi- 
tion to his required senior 

project, which is creating an 
outdoor natural classroom, 
including a garden, in one of 
the courtyards between halls 

of classrooms. 
He says it is just in his 

nature to always do something. 
“I find myself doing these 
things instead of homework. 

In some ways | think (these 

projects) teach you more be- 

cause it's a hands-on, real 
learning experience,” ex- 

plained Wolfe, who feels guilty 
if he watches television for too 
long. “I just have to always be 
doing something.” 

Wolfe credits his fellow Key 
Clubbers for their hard work 
and the support of Sandra 

Weyman, English teacher and 
KnightLife advisor, and Carrie 
Phelps, the Key Club advisor. 

Weyman describes Wolfe as 

a great kid who is totally in- 
volved. “This would be a great 
senior project in itself. It's a 

big project and he just wanted 
to do it,” she said.     
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First Liberty 
Bank & Trust MEMBER FDIC 

On Tuesday, February 16, 1999, The First National Bank of Jermyn 

and NBO National Bank officially become First Liberty Bank & 

Trust. Although we are increasing in size, we will continue to work 

as your hometown community bank. This type of personal 

service— the hallmark of both First of Jermyn and NBO— becomes 
the heart of First Liberty Bank & Trust. 

Of course, without the trust and support of our customers this 

growth could not have been possible. Thank you Northeast, PA for 

making us your largest community bank! 

Access your former First of Jermyn or NBO National Bank accounts 

at nine full service locations of First Liberty Bank & Trust. 
Stop by and visit us today... you'll be glad you did. 
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BW Jessup 

B® Scranton, Keyser Ave. 

M Scranton, Wyoming Ave. 

Combining 160 years of community banking.     
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