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Young horse lovers will 
bo from pony project 

By KYLIE SHAFFERKOETTER 

Post Staff 

  

“Datias- With the help of four 
furfy. friends, members of the 
Showin: ‘Blue 4-H Horse Club are 
set tol¢arn a lot over the next few 
years: With a project Jane Morris 
calls “unique,” Showin Blue mem- 
bers will care for and eventually 
train Welsh Pony yearlings at 
Morris's Lonewood Farm in Dal- 
las. The ponies are wintering on 
Beth Finn Jayne's property, which 

is a part of Lonewood Farms. 

The Welsh Pony is one of the 
nine native breeds of the United 
Kingdom. The four fillies are first 
generation from imported stock 
and. are from three imported stal- 

lions in a breeding program that 
has taken 20 years to assemble 

and perfect. 

Showin’ Blue leased the ponies 

from Cynthia Kirby of Saltwood 
Farm in Middletown, Rhode Is- 
land. The ponies came to Dallas 
thanks to a friendship between 

Kirby and Morris. 

“When Cynthia went to the 4-H 

state finals in October, that 
clinched it. She saw how wonder- 

ful the 4-H program was and how 
the kids worked together,” said 
Morris, sitting comfortably at her 
kitchen table at Lonewood. The 
‘ponies arrived Nov. 12. 

. Morris owns two Saltwood po- 
nies, one of which won the 1998 
PA 4-H State Championship. The 

pony was handled by Showin’ Blue 

4-H member Megan Ross, who 
was also awarded the Master 
Showmanship Award. 

The Welsh Ponies are divided 
into four sections, A, B, C, or D. 
These four ponies are Section B, 
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which are known as Welsh Ride 
Ponies. They are taller that the 

rest and the most recent addition 
to the breed. This section is known 
for light elegance and is consid- 
ered the “archetypal riding and 
hunter pony.” An influx of Arab 

and Thoroughbred blood in the 

19th century increased the size of 

some native ponies that formed 

the foundation of this section. 
The four, with their fuzzy, dark 

brown coats are, Saltwood Lydie, 
Saltwood Leah, Saltwood Maud 
and Saltwood Cecily. 

Morris, who says she wanted 

horses before she could even 
speak, has owned Lonewood Farm 

for 26 years. She currently has 
seven horses and ponies and three 

dogs. The former Lake-Lehman 
music teacher and guidance coun- 
selor believes this is a terrific op- 

portunity for Showin’ Blue. 
“These kids are certainly de- 

serving of this project. It rewards 
them for the hard work. they do all 

year long outside of their horses,” 
said Morris, referring to Showin’ 
Blue's continued community ser- 

vice. The organization has helped 
the Back Mountain Library, soup 
kitchens, and St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. 

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

  

The Welsh ponies braced themselves against a cold wind last month at Lonewood Farm 

“Also, this project teaches them 

a great deal about responsibility,” 

explained Morris. The small group 

who volunteered to work with the 
ponies will be in charge of feeding, 
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Jane Morris introduced Lindsey 
dayne to the Welsh ponies that 
are wintering on Lindsey's 
family's farm. They are being 

cared for by members of the 
Showin’ Blue 4-H Club. 

  

Want a photo that 
“has appeared in 
The Dallas Post? 
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Call 675-5211 § 
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- eo Computerized 
Prescription 

Service 
® Russell 

\ Stover Candies 
® Greeting 

Cards 
e PA Lottery 

Tickets 
* Newspapers 

®* Magazines 

159 N. MemorialHwy., 
Shavertown, PA 
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Pendragon Ctr. (Grange Bank Bldg.) 
165 S. Memorial Hwy. 
Shavertown, PA 
Tel: #696-3749 
      

  

An A ffair to Remember, ‘Inc. 
Elegant Evening Wear... 

Sizes 2-24 

And more! 

Sunday- Closed 
Monday - Closed 

Tues. - Sat. = 10-5 
Thursday — 10-7    

SAT Review Course 
* Prepare for Spring SAT's 

e Full Math & Verbal 

» Convenient Sunday Sessions 

699-6766 
AT THE OBLATES OF ST. JOSEPH 

Free Parent & Student session, Jan. 31 

Call Now to Register 
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Steven 's Town & Country 

Country Club Shopping Ctr. 875-4 i 

Preserving Fashion 
Is Our Business 
The best way to protect your clothing 
investment is with our quality-tested 
drycleaning. Dirt and Soil are gently 
lifted out, colors and textures are 
restored. Keeping your fashions looking 
and feeling like new is what we're all 

Town & Country 
Check out our New Store Hours 

Monday - Friday 6:00am - 7pm ¢ Sat. 7am - 5 pm 

The Professional Edge * The Personal Touch 

A member of the International Fabricare Institute, 
the association of professional drycleaners and launderers. yy) 

Cleaners 
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grooming, teaching obedience, 
hoof cleaning and much more. 

They will also show the ponies in 
model pony classes where they 

will be judged on conformation 
and manners. The ponies will not 

be taught to carry a rider until 
they are well into their third year. 

Carole Malig, organizational 
leader for Showin’ Blue, said it is 
always wonderful to let young 
children begin from the’ ground 
up with a horse or pony. 

“Kids usually handle their own 
horses that have already been 
broken. These animals are not 

broken. The kids will spend a lot 

of hours and will get very in- 
volved. They will get a lot of 

learning out of this,” said Malig, 
who has been involved with 

Showin’ Blue for 25 years. 

Malig said Morris, who is not a 

member of Showin’ Blue, has been 
a tremendous help to the organi- 

  

o NEW staff 

zation over the years. 

To Morris, ponies are a perfect 

fit with children. “Ponies need to 

be with children because that's 

who'll theyll spend their lives with. 

The children teach them to be. 

calm and gentle,” she said. “This 

makes me happier than anything. 

It not only teaches kids responsi- 

bility, but also a sense of what life 
is about.” 

Horses are different from dogs 
or cats. They must be fed at a 
certain time every day and must 

be given a specific amount of food. 
“It gives children commitment to 
something. They cannot sleep in 

on a winter day just because it’s . 

cold,” explained Morris. 

She describes the love of horses 

as “incurable” and is happy to 

help young enthusiasts in their 

pursuits. So far, Lauren Collini, 
Megan Ross, Kim Collenda, 

Amanda Adamitz and Alem 
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Shumack are taking part in the 

project. 

Amanda Adamitz of Shaver- 
town, cannot wait until it gets 
warmer; then she can really work 

with the ponies. “Since they are 

so young, it will be fun to work 

with them,” said Adamitz, 17, who 
is a senior at Bishop O'Reilly. “I 
like that we will be doing different 
types of showing, such as, model, 

grooming and showmanship.” 

Adamitz says she and her four 
fellow horse enthusiasts currently 

see the ponies once a week to help 

the animals get used to them. +- 

“I just like to be around them. 
It definitely teaches responsibility 

and teaches you sportmanship,” 

she said. Adamitz plans to attend 

Delaware Valley College next year 

to study equine science. : 

After the project ends, the four 
ponies will bereturned to Saltwood 

Farms in Rhode Island. 

  

o NEW “comfortable” Atmosphere 

o NEW Members welcome 

$10.00 OFF 
FIRST MONTH 

to All New Members 
Expires 1/30/99 SEVRGEX) 

ernie's 
Health & Fitness ® 674-2420 

  

Health & 

Fitness Club®       

The staff at Ernie's is ready to help you meet your fitness goals. From left, 
Melissa Pennell, Steve Buckley, Susan Buckley, Angela Martino. Other 
staff members are Joe Masher, MaryLou Kurlancheek. 
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(sale excludes watches) 

Designer Jewelry, Diamond Jewelry, Colored Stones, Pearls & Gems, Watches and Gifts 

Rte. 309, Dallas 675-6945 
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