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Ross Piazza, left, and Jerry Hoeppner stood behind the prototype 

for a Bugatti pedal car. Besides restoring prize-winning show cars, 

Technology 
(continued from page 1) 

buildings and a T-1 high speed 

phone line for Internet access. 
Ragnacci was surprised the 

district received such a large dis- 
count. The discount is determined 
by the amount of free lunches 
received in the district, she said. 
Thedistrict's Internet services are 

provided by Commonwealth 

Telephone’s Epix unit. 
In 1996 Lake-Lehman entered 

into the consortium with other 

districts including Central 
Susquehanna, Pittston Area, 
Greater Nanticoke Area and 

Hanover Area. : 
“Our hope was the larger the 

number was with the consortium, 

the better (our chances) would 

be,” said Ragnacci. 
Link-to-Learn, the three-year 

state-initiative that helped hook 

Laké:Lehman schools to the 
Internet ‘and each other, is in its 

last year. Link-to-Learn jump 
started the district's access to the 
information superhighway. 

Another consortium helped 
Lake-Lehman become a recipient 

of the Educate America Act. Lake- 
Lehman will share a $368,000 
grant with Dallas, Wyoming Val- 
ley West, Pittston Area and Wyo- 

ming Aréa. The districts will work 

  

   

  
  

      

  

| n when they leave here.” 

   

   
   Rose Ragnacci   

Lake Lohman technology coordinator 
  

with College Misericordia and the 
Aster Group, Inc. to make use of 

the money. 

Each district receives about 
$80,000, for teacher training, 
hardware and software acquisi- 

tion and curriculum development. 

Lake-Lehman will develop read- 

ing and math curricula that will 

be used by the other schools in 

the program. Other schools will 

create math and science curricula 
to be used by Lake-Lehman. 

‘Teachers in the middle level 
building will rewrite curriculum 
‘for K-12, said Bob Roberts, middle 

school principal and team leader 

of the project. Molly Malpass, 

Helen Frank, Mary Slaby and 
Drena Gorgone are the teachers 

who will form the curriculum. Sue 
Wysocki is the parent advisor to 

the project. 

Roberts said the goal of the act 
is to “develop the best practices 

for enhancing student achieve- 
ment. (With a focus on) improving 

teaching and learning with re- 
sultant increase in achievement.” 

The districts plan to integrate 

and align curriculum with the 
latest technology. 

“We're trying to get all of the 

districts to work together by put- 

ting curriculum together with a 
technology base and improve stu- 

dent achievement on the PA State 
System of Assessment,” Roberts 
explained. 

And they're not done yet. 

Lake-Lehman recently applied 

for a Technology Literacy Chal- 
lenge grant in hopes of getting a 
chunk of the state's $18.6 million 
for technology in schools. 
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their company restores antique pedal cars, and hopes to bring out a 

line of new one. 

Even with all these grants and 

future monies, Ragnacci said it’s 
never enough. “The community 

clamors for state-of-the-art, but 
how do we stay with it?,” she 

asked. 
“We upgrade as we go along,” 

said Ragnacci. Lake-Lehman has 
many different computers, includ- 

ing many new PC's and old Apple 
Ile’s that are in use at the elemen- 
tary level. These early Apples 

made their debut approximately 

15 years ago. 
“It’s difficult. Our technology 

plan is to work to replace the old 

machines. It has to be done. Its 

not easy being in a rural district.” 

Ragnacci thinks tax reform 

would help the districtimmensely. 

“We can’t keep going to taxpayers 

and have them still like educa- 
tion,” she said. She said the goal 
is to do as much for the students 
as possible. 

“We want to give our students 

as many tools as we can when 

they leave here. We look at what 

can make them viable when they 
leave,” she said. 

  Cars 
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own business restoring show cars. 

Together with Mark Costello 
and Jerry Hoeppner, Piazza 

started up Coventry Restorations, 

a classic carrestoration business. 

They specialize in rebuilding show 
cars, those cars that are trucked 
from show to show and judged on 
their appearance and closeness 

to perfection. For example, a new, 
off-the-line Jaguar may rate an 
89 to a show judge, while a com- 
petitive show Jaguar will earn a 
98. Or even higher. 

“We just had a Jaguar scoring 
a 99.9,” says Piazza. Meticulous 
research and restoration work is 
essential to high scores from show 
judges. “Everything has to be bet- 
ter than new,” Piazza says. “It 

requires a lot of research.” Each 
component must match precise 

specifications, and the finished 
car must be immaculate. 

The shop itself is remarkably 
clean. The shells of Porsches and 
Mustangs await painting — they 
mix their own colors on site — 
while a creamy brown Jaguar airs 
out its 12 cylinders. Cars are 

swathed in protective plastic, and 

exposed engines are marred only 

by a light coating of dust, not dirt. 
A typical restoration takes over 

1000 hours. “Unless a problem 

turns up,” quickly adds partner 

Mark Costello. 
Piazza and his partners are also 

  

developing another side to the 
business. They are restoring col” 
lectible “pedal cars,” those metal 
toys that children used to ride 
down neighborhood sidewalks. An 
old car can be found at an antique 
sale for $350; fully restored, the 
same car could sell for $1500. 
“We restore them for people who 
are collectors,” says Piazza. 

In addition, the partners are 
creating their own collectible pedal 
cars. The first prototype, which is 
almost complete, is a French blue 
Bugatti with a leather interior.’ 
They hope to complete a full line’ 
modeled on famous sports cars. - 

The most valuable car in 

Piazza’s shop is a 1938 Jaguar 
SS100, owned by a postal worker. 
Only 100 or so were made, and 
when it is completely restored; it 
will be worth 18350,000 ‘to 
$500,000. That day is many long 
hours away, but for Ross Piazza, 

it will be labor doing something he: 
loves. pe 

ServiStar is Toys for Tots dropoff 
Back Mt. ServiStar is an official drop-off point for the Marine Corps 

Toys For Tots program. Anyone wanting to participate in the program 

can drop off a'new, unwrapped toy at the store until December 15. 

Trucksville children’s Christmas party Dec. 19 
The Trucksville Volunteer Fire Dept. will hold it’s annual Christmas 

Party from 12 - 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 19. Door prizes include one 
girls and one boys bicycle, and three savings bonds for $50, $75 and 
$100. Food and refreshments will be available. 
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We do it 

we're all about. 

Steven's 

    

Steven's Town & Country 
Cleaners 

Country Club Shopping Ctr. « 675-0468 

right the first time... 
That's why our customers keep coming 
back. Our quality-rated drycleaning 
give your clothes new life. Keeping 
you happy and coming back is what 

Town & Country 
Check out our New Store Hours 

Monday - Friday 6:00am - 7pm ¢ Sat. 7am - 5 pm 

The Professional Edge * The Personal Touch 
A member of the International Fabricare Institute, 

\ SE the association of professional drycleaners and launderers. v] 
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A GIFT OUTLET 
Koral Building 

311 Market Street * Kingston 

717-331-GIFT (4438) 

Elegant eos Wear 
...And more! 

  

  

sizes 2 -24 
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3 - Prescription 
= Service » COOKIES 

4 ® Russell HEA Pendragon Ctr. (Grange Bank Bldg.) Sunday & Monday - Closed 
Stover Candies 165 S. Memorial Hwy. Tues. - Sat. — 10-5   

  

  

CHINA 

2076-507% 
FF 

® Greeting Mon. 10-5 Shavertown, PA Thursday — 10-7 
~ Cards Tues. Wed., Thurs, 10-8 Tel: #696-3749 Register to win a $100 Gift Certificate Gift Certificates Available 

"= ® PA Lottery Fri. & Sat. 10-5 
Jol - Ticket Open Sun. | 14 | 

i Ickes Thru Christmas i 
: 1 Newspapers GIFTWARE : pr | g 

fr * Magazines ORNAMENTS Introducing the iors 
59 N. MemorialHwy., 
-.Shavertown, PA “Papillon” 

Collection... 

14k Gold 
Overlay and 

Fashion Jewelry by 
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Intel Pentium Il 350 
« Expandable Mid-Tower Case 

+ 64 MB High-Speed SD RAM 
A + 6.4 GB Hard Drive 

<i » 3.5 (1.44) High Density Floppy 

You can view this fine 
collection at your 

  * 56K V.90 Fax/Modem io 

+ 36X CD ROM a i peed 
«16 Bit S dblaster Sound Card 

+ 160-Watt Multimedia Speakers Papillon jeweler. 
Quality Systems, Training Center 

Outstanding Service 
* 15” .28 NI Monitor 

* Microsoft Windows ‘95 or. ‘98 

« Plus Over 300 Additional Titles 

e Cannon BJC 250 Printer 

And FREE Internet Access Time 

$1599 
‘or $39/per month 

Roth Jewelers 
659 N. Memorial Hwy., Dallas 

675-2623 

Low SalePriced 
Computer/Printer 

Packages   2 Locations To Serve You 
850 Sans Souci Parkway « W-B « 829-8310 

661 N. Memorial Hwy. ¢ Dallas * 674-3783 

  

See store for details. Prices Range from *30 to *60         
 


