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Youth pastor offers help 
« to teens 1n difficult times 

By KYLIE SHAFFERKOETTER 

Post Staff 
  

LAKE TWP. - Brad Bounds 
can’t believe he’s getting paid to 

do what he loves, helping kids. 

The 22-year-old, fresh out of col- 
lege, was recently hired as the 
first youth pastor at the Outlet 
Free Methodist Church. 

A native of Rockford, Illinois, 
Bounds was recommended for the 
position by a friend in the area 
who knows Rev. Ron Payne, the 
church’s pastor. 

After a series of interviews, 
Bounds was offered the job and 
he and his wife, Rachel, packed 
up everything they owned and 
moved halfway across the coun- 

try. “I really felt I should be here,” 
he said. 

With enthusiasm in his voice, 
it’s obvious Bounds is ready and 

willing to jump right in and help 
shape the church's youth pro- 

gram. : 
Rachel, who has a degree in 

music education from Northwest- 
ern College, is the church’s music 

ministry leader and is also very 

involved with the youth group. 
Bounds said his foremost goal 

is to form healthy and strong re- 
lationships with the young people. 

“Unless | can meet the needs of 
these kids, it doesn’t matter what 
I say,” said Bounds, who has met 

with his group twice. The group is 

open to youth between the ages of 

12 and 19. “I want to give kids 
hope for the future. I don't want 
them to let other people tell them 

what they cannot do,” he said. 
Bounds is confident the youth 

group, which currently has 14 
members, will grow. “I have no 
doubts we will have a large group 
here,” he said. “Not because of 
me, but because there is such a 
hunger for strong relationships.” 

Bounds said his ultimate goal is 
for youth to develop a relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Payne was not available 

for an interview. But, Esther, his 
wife, said she and her husband 
feel they made the right choice by 
hiring Bounds and Rachel. “They 
really fit in with both young and 
old. You just feel like you know 
them immediately,” she said. “We 

are really excited with them.” 

“They both have very dynamic 

personalities,” said Mrs. Payne. 

“They make a good team.” 
Mrs. Payne said Bounds was 

considered one of the top stu- 
dents in his class and was very 

involved in sports. 

During his junior year of high 
school, Bounds knew he should 
work with kids and try to help 
them through the particularly 

tough and awkward times in their 

lives. Bounds earned a bachelor 
of arts degree in Youth Ministries 
from Greenville College in Illinois. 
“The youth pastor is a new profes- 

sion,” he said. “I came in specifi- 

cally as a youth pastor. This isn’t 

just a stopping ground for me.” 
Many times people who are on 

their way to becoming a pastor 

serve as youth ministers for a 
short time to gain experience, said 

Bounds. 
Like many people, Bounds be- 

lieves school helped give him the 
basics, but experience taught him 
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Brad Bounds is the first youth pastor at the Outlet Free Methodist Church. 

“Unless I can meet the needs of these kids, 
it doesn’t matter what I say.” 

Brad Bounds 
Youth pastor, Outlet Free Methodist Church 
  

sons from it. He has traveled with 

a mission to Russia and worked 

with youth from different socio- 

economic backgrounds. 

the lessons he will use most. 

“Experience is so much more 

valuable than book work (in this 

profession),” said Bounds. But, 
he learned one important skill in 
school. “What I'm taking from 
school is being able to look at 
where kids are coming from. Their 
home life has huge effects on what 
they do,” he said. 

Bounds thinks his biggest chal- 
lenge will be working with a di- 
verse group. Bounds takes every 

“I worked with inner city kids 

at a camp in Branson, MO. I 

almost had my heart broken ev- 

ery day with the stories I heard,” 

he said. 

Bounds grew up in a city and 

did his internship in a small rural 

town. All of these experiences 

experience and tries to draw les- 

Local performers to star in 'Starmites' Oct. 11 at Wilkes 
‘NE Players will present 

Broadway's Starmites on Sat., Oct. 

11, at Wilkes University’s Dare 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
The cast features 23 or our area’s 

most accomplished performers, 

all aged 17 to 12 years and mem- 
bers of NE Players non-profit youth 
theatre company. The produc- 

tioh i is under the direction of J amie | 

Kurtz, Musical Direction by Gina 

Major Ackerman.‘ Starmites is a 
fun “space” musical appropriate 
for all ages, which ran on Broad- 
way in the late 80’s. Nominated 

for two Tony Awards, Starmites is 

the fantasy tale as seen through 
the eyes of young Eleanor 
Fairchild. She is pulled into her 
beloved comic books by the forces 

of evil Shak Graa, to team up with 
cdmic book heroes the Starmites 
and save the galaxy. This zingy 

pop/rock musical is packed with 

toe-tapping, hum-along songs 
from energized “starmites”, to 
beautiful ballads, and company 
numbers “Reach Right Down”, 
“Attack of The Banchees”, and 
“Hard To Be The Diva”. Tickets 
are S8 and $5 for students and 
available by calling the Box Office | 
at’ 717- 675- 4333, 

Cast members from the Back 

. Mountain include Alison Taroli, 

as Eleanor Fairchild; Adam '’ 

Orseck, as Shakk Graa, plus 

Courtney Dombroski and Jen Opel 

as Starmites. Also from the Back 
Mountain, Deirdre McLaughlin, 
Mallory Carey, Nicole Jayne, Jen- 

nifer Mullins, Andrea Steele, 
Rebecca Stylinski, Cara Symons, 

all as Banchees. Joshua Halbing 
of the Back Mountain will play a 
Droid. 

Jewish Comm. Center to hold run Oct. 19 
“The Jewish Community Center of Wyoming Valley will hold their 

annual Benjamin August Memorial 3-Mile Run and Walk on Sun., Oct. 
19; beginning at 10:30 a.m. for walkers and runners. 
The annual race is sponsored by Sandy and Arnold Rifkin in memory 

of Sandy’ s father Benjamin August. 
‘T-shirts will be presented to all pre- paid walkers and runners. 

Trophies will be presented for female and male runners and walkers in 
the following age groups: 13 and under, 14 to 18, 15 to 19, 20-24, 25- 
29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-59 and 60 and over. 

At the conclusion of the race, awards will be presented in the JCC’s 

Weiss Auditorium, 60 South River Street, Wilkes-Barre. There will also 
be.a social time with bagels, juice and muffins being served for all 
participants. 

For more information or entry forms, call the JCC at 824-4646. 

GSE WAN, 

  

R Larina Shumbres 

Account Executive 

2 Cathy Clamar   

“The Best Call You'll Ever Make.® Guaranteed. 

Free Delivery to Home or Business! 

Account Service Representative 

650-8885 
446-8885 

650-6845   
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Men’s Wardrobe Sale 
RE 

Suggested Retail 

| A Large Selection of Fall Fashions 
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‘ROUTE 6 
‘DICKSON CITY 
EXIT 57A OFF I-81 
"JUST 1/4 MILE ABOVE 
“THE VIEWMONT MALL! 

OPEN 10-9 DAILY 

12-5 SUNDAY 

343-9886 
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Gatling ready for the big night. Stars of 'Starmites' to play Oct. 

11 at Wilkes University 

Dorcas Society Craft Show Oct. 18 
The Dorcas Society of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Shavertown, will 

hold their fifth Annual Holiday Craft Show on Sat., Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the church social rooms. The event will feature many area 

and out of town crafters. There will be a bake sale including homemade 
relishes, candy, etc. Refreshments will be available throughout the day 

including donuts and coffee plus a luncheon menu. There will be a 
silent auction and a raffle. Tickets for the raffle may be purchased in 
advance from any Dorcas member or at the door the day of the Craft 

Wie a video 

that can help your kids 

be Letter drivers 

  

So ou can be a calmer arent.) “@ y Pp 

Before you give your kids the car keys, 

show them our video, “Avoiding Collisions.” It helps parents 

and teens discuss the dangers of night driving, speeding 

and drinking and driving so they can be responsible drivers. 

That's the freedom of Liberty. gern 

The fi freedom of Liberty 

  

Liberty Mutual Group 

Country Club Shopping Center 

Route 309 « Dallas PA 18612 « 1-800-519-2821       

  

  

helped to gain perspective, he said. 

“It’s so important for me to be 

open-minded.” 

Bounds does not believe in try- 

ing to force kids to do or believe 

anything. Instead, he wants to 

make a connection with the kids 

and help guide them in the right 
direction. “I can’t make anyone 

become a Christian. I don’t want 

to. Life is made up of choices. 
is a choice. When we 

meet every week, I want to see 

they're making the right choices,” 

he said. 
The youth group meets at the 

Outlet Free Methodist Family Life 

Center at 6:30 p.m. every Sun- 

day. 

Every da, 

Costume ii 

local for SPCA's. Y 

40th anniversary 

The S.P.C.A. of Luzerne Co ‘ 

celebrated its 40th Anniversary 
this year for caring for unwanted,- * 
stray, neglected and abused ani-' 
mals. Annually, approximately 

18,500 are cared for at its shelter: 
on Fox-HillRd., Plains Twp. Nearly. . 

half of those animals are dogs and = 
puppies. At any given time 30- da 
dogs and puppies are in need of: ~ 
new caring, loving homes at the > 
SPCA. Lb 
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They have so much to give and er 
ask so little in return for a lifetime 
of companionship. It has been 
shown that pets do reduce stress | * 

in ones life. For sharing the com= 
fort of your home, veterinary 
checkups and care, regular meals - # 

and exercize plus lots of TLC a dog 
will protect your home, comfort 

you when you're feeling down, 
help you get the exercise we all | 

need, be a faithful companion that, i 
will never question you. What 
more can you ask for? : ) 

Visiting and adoption hours at’ 
the SPCA of Luzerne County are: 
Mon. thru Fri., 11-3 and 5-7; Sat.. .- 
and Sun., 11-3. 7 

Upcoming events to help. cel- 
ebrate the SPCA’s 40th Anniver- 
sary and Adopt A Dog Month are: 

Halloween Costume Contest for 
Pets at Dallas Agway, Sat., Oct. : o 

25.2 pm.; Er 

Holiday Train Set raffle, tick «3 
ets available at SPCA; annual Bake Vt 
Sale at PNC Bank, Wilkes-Barre, 
Fri., Nov. 7,10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

For more details on these con- 

tact the SPCA at 825-4111. 5 
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The Furniture Workshop 
Solid Wood Furniture 

Gifts for all occasions 

Unique Accessories 

115 W. Center Hill Rd, Dallas 

Table and Chairs" 
High Chairs . | 
Rockers “1 
Benches .. .}v 

    

  

  

  

  

  

DISCOVER DUCKLOE & | 
Bring History Home = 

Distinctive furnishings with a past bring is 
unique character to the present. 

  
Since 1859 Duckloe Bros. has been furnishing homes. 

We have on display five showroom floors featuring living. A 
room, dining room, bedroom, and office furniture. 

We are also exclusive dealers of Stickley's Arts & Crafts 
Mission style furniture in both oak and cherry. 

— FALL SPECIALS — aes 
Oriental Rug Sale October 9, 10 & 11 A 

Shifman Bros. Anniversary Bedding Sale ; 

Leather Chippendale Recliners $1095.00 buh : 
by Hancock & Moore fi | 

Sligh Floor and Wall Clock Sale A 

Statton - Dining Room, Bedroom and Aone] 
Living Room Furniture - 50% Discount LET 

Duckloe Bros. Factory Tours - Saturday, October 25th £50 
Call for Reservations woe 
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\ Shite A 
RE TE Th P.O. Box 427 - Portland, Pennsylvania il 

(8 Miles South of Stroudsburg on Route 611) feral 
(717) 897-6172 - www.duckloe.com He 

Open Monday through Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
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