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time,” she said. 
The operator would also have 

to time the calls herself with the 
aid of a “calculagraph.” Resem- 
bling a time clock at the work- 
place, the operator would punch 
the time on a ticket and place the 
ticket by the particular cord. “We 

had to keep going in on the call in 
order to know if they were off or 
not,” said Hutchenson. Think 

how annoyed some of us get when 
. someone picks up the phone more 

than once while we're on it. 
Commonwealth was conceived 

in Centermoreland when Bert 

Stroh strung a grounded tele- 
phone circuit between his home 
and a neighbor's. The company 
started only 21 years after 
Alexander Graham Bell invented 

the telephone. 
For Hutchenson, the techno- 

logical strides she has seen since 
1938 have been exhilarating. “I 
would never stand in the way of 
progress,” she said. A few ad- 
vances particularly stick out for 
her. The fact that the customer 
can dial their own calls, the fact 
that Commonwealth was the first 
to have fiber optics between 

Wellsboro and Mansfield and its 
ability to continually forge for- 
ward to help the customer. 

Hutchenson said she always 
enjoyed her career there, which 
ended with her working as the 
corporate communications man- 

ager. “The day I retired I still 
enjoyed going to work. To me, it’s 
one of the best companies you 
could work for with the best 
people.” 

Bob Sherwood and Jerry 
Kavanaugh, who have 58 years 
with the company between them, 
share Hutchenson'’s enthusiasm. 

Sherwood started out doing in- 
stallation and ended his career in 
a management position. “It’s 

grown by leaps and bounds. The 
new technology is unbelievable,” 
he said. “Every time you turn 
around something new is out.” 

Sherwood watched as phone 
lines grew from two and four wires 
that could carry eight conversa- 

~ tions, to cables, to copper wires 

that could transmit 24 conversa- 

tions and finally fiber optics that 
carry 672 conversations over just 

two fibers. “It was fascinating as 
far as being a challenge,” he said. 

But, with all these changes 
came a lot of training. “You didn't 
go into it cold. There was always 

. training,” said Sherwood, who 

worked at the old central office at 
the Red Rock Air Force Base. “You 

“might be on the road for five weeks 
at school.” He has traveled as far 
as California for training courses. 
Sherwood started at the com- 

pany in 1952 and retired eight 
years ago. He has fond memories 
of his 37 years there. “It was 
always a pleasure to work there. I 
always enjoyed my day,” he said. 

“The experiences were unbeliev- 

able starting from day one. Ev- 
erywhere you go you had a new 
experience.” He said he was 

shocked to hear about 

Commonwealth’s centennial. 

Kavanaugh of Dallas, who 
started in 1976, retired three vears 
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Senior Citizen Centers spon- 

sored by the Luzerne/Wyoming 
Counties Bureau for the Aging 
offer hot noon meals Monday 
through Friday to people 60 years 
of age or older. Donations from 
participants are gratefully ac- 

cepted and needed in order to 

expand this program. 

The following menu is for the 
week of June 20. All meals in- 
clude margarine, milk and coffee. 

MONDAY - Beef Stroganoff over 
noodles, hot spiced apples, peas/ 

carrots, grapefruit juice, dinner 
roll, vanilla wafers. 
TUESDAY - Sausage and pep- 

pers, oven brown potatoes, sea- 

soned spinach, cranberry juice, 

rye bread, chocolate pudding. 
WEDNESDAY - Italian Day. 

Chicken scampi, parslied rice, 
Roman vegetable medley,. tomato 
juice, Italian bread, chilled 
peaches. 

THURSDAY - Baked ham cas- 

serole, cherry cobbler, vegetable 
medley, orange juice, whole wheat 
bread, vanilla ice cream. 

FRIDAY - Ham salad, whole 

wheat roll, carrot/raisin salad, 

macaroni salad, citrus sections, 
turkey noodle soup. 

  

Call 675-5211 

to Advertise       

    
  

  
Betty Hulchenson 

Started in 1938 
  

ago. Heremembers the company’s 
switch to fiber optics as a defining 
moment in Commonwealth’s his- 
tory. He mentions that Common- 

wealth even had a commercial 
spot during the 1979 Super Bowl, 

though he can’t remember who 
played. 

“I'm very impressed with the 
new technology. I can’t imagine 
we're moving that quickly,” said 
Kavanaugh, who remembers 
when it took four or five people to 
maintain one switch. Since the 
system has gone digital, it only 
takes one. 

“I did enjoy my 21 years there. 
Although, I'm really enjoying my 
retirement too,” said Kavanaugh, 
with a snicker. “I do miss the 
people. They are a great bunch.” 

Employees of Commonwealth Telephone enjoyed an outing in 

Centermoreland in 1912. The company was formed in 1897 in and that of a neighbor. 
Centermoreland when Bert Stroh strung a wire between his home 

  

  

Dads are People Too! 

Celebrate Dad's Day 

Pine Brook Restaurant 
with our Special 

Black Angus Strip Steak 

td Hours 
Wed.-Thurs. 5-9 e Fri.- Sat. 5-10 ¢ Sun. 3-8 

3047 Lower Demunds Rd., Dallas, PA 

675-3550 

   
Reservations Appreciated 

  

  

  

  
  

        IDEAS For Dads and Grads 
    

  

  

    

  

  

  

e Diamond Jewelry 

& Engagement Rings 

Custom Designed 14K Jewelry 

,  * Seiko, Pulsar & Belair Watches 

BA © Plaques * Trophies * Engravings 
* Jewelry Repairs Done po 

on Premises wig 

ar Roth SRE 
   

  

  

  
    

  

  

  
  

  

Ochman 
COINS & JEWELRY 

18 Church Street 
FHF IM SLT IY IV 4 TF: 

Handcrafted 

Sterling Silver 

& Brass 

Jewelry 

Collection 

Hours: M, T, W & Sat. 10 - 6 

Thurs. 10 - 8:30, Fri. 10-7 

Sunday by Appointment 
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from... 

Mr. Kleen Kar Wash 

   * Full Service Wash- Interior/ Exterior 

e Simonizing 

e Shampooing 

* Engines Steamed 

1000 Wyoming Ave., Exeter 655-3377 

\ 
717-675-6515 

JZ 
floral & gift boutique 
we'll arrange everything 

LS 69 North Memorial Highway, Shavertown PA 

% Everyone at Creative Designs 

  

Stop in and see all of our new arrivals 
o Sasaki ® Nikko e Celeca * Grainware & a lot more! 

Don't Forget Dad! 
Stop in and see our new porch addition and extensive gift shop} 

—New Arrivals for Dad— 

All School Colors Available 

Hanging Baskets ¢ Flats 
Potted Plants * Lawn Ornaments 

Cemetery Arrangements 
Flags for any occasion 

  

                

  

¢ 
would like to congratulate all area graduates 

717-696-2865     J 
  

CIGARS » CIGA 

Memorial Hwy., Dallas * 675- 2663 
Hours: Mon-Fri 7 am-7pm, Sat. 8am-7pm, Sun 8am-5pm 

Full Lines & Accessories 

  

  

  

e Cigars 
* Pipes 

e Humidors 
- Verticabroller flint 
~~ ignition with opti- 

wide 45° flare 

  

~ Fold-out cutter 
accommodates cigars 

up to 52 ring size 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

         


