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Mounts 
are 

young, 
but 

deep 
and 

enthusiastic 
By 

S
C
O
T
T
 
C
R
I
S
P
E
L
L
 

Sports 
Writer 

 
 

After 
a two-year 

absence, 
there 

will 
be 

a familiar 
face 

on 
the 

side- 
lines 

at 
Dallas 

High 
School 

soccer 

matches 
this 

season. 
John 

McCafferty, 
who 

spent 
13 

years 
as 

head 
coach 

after 
starting 

the 
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
 

in 
1981, 

returns 
to 

coach 
the 

M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
e
e
r
s
 

in 
1996. 

“I 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 

a 
b
r
e
a
k
 

after 
13 

years,” 
said 

McCafferty, 
who 

took 
~ 
o
n
e
y
e
a
r
o
f
f
a
n
d
 
spent 

last 
s
e
a
s
o
n
 

as 
the 

coach 
at 

B
i
s
h
o
p
 
O'Reilly. 

“I 
feel 

refreshed.” 
His 

new 
energy 

is 
matched 

by 
the 

youthful 
e
n
t
h
u
s
i
a
s
m
 

of 
his. 

team, 
which 

includes 
just 

four 
seniors 

along 
with 

10 juniors 
and 

16 
sophomores. 
“The 

team 
is 

very 
young, 

but 
they 

are 
very 

excited,” 
said 

McCafferty. 
“They 

work 
hard 

and 
really want 

to play 
the 

game. 
They 

are 
very 

quick 
learners.” 

With 
an 

18-game 
schedule 

in 
the 

W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Valley 
Conference 

Division], 
t
e
a
m
 
depth 

is 
essential 

and 
M
c
C
a
f
f
e
r
t
y
 
thinks 

the 
M
o
u
n
t
s
 

will 
be 

able 
to 

use 
it 

to 
their 

ad- 
vantage. 

“Our 
depth 

s
h
o
u
l
d
 

be 
one 

of 
our 

team 
strengths, 

he 
explained. 

       

  

 
 

“With 
so 

m
a
n
y
 
skilled 

players, 
we 

will 
be 

able 
to 

m
a
k
e
 

constant 
changes 

without 
w
e
a
k
e
n
i
n
g
 

the 
team. 

It 
is 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

to 

have 
fresh 

legs 
in 

the 
fourth 

quar- 
ter.” A 

trio 
of 

e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
d
 
veterans 

will 
be 

relied 
to 

provide 
experi- 

ence 
as 

the 
M
o
u
n
t
s
 

h
o
p
e
 

to 
im- 

p
r
o
v
e
o
n
 
last 

season's 
5-11 

record. 
Mitch 

Bailey 
will 

a
n
c
h
o
r
 

the 
for- 

ward 
line 

while 
Justin 

Kerr 
an- 

chors 
the 

midfield 
and 

Devon 
Michael 

leads 
the 

defense 
at 

full- 
back. 

Junior 
John 

Fagan 
and 

sopho- 
more 

Neil 
D
y
m
o
n
d
 

are 
battling 

for 
time 

at 
goalkeeper. 

“Both 
players 

have 
been 

i
m
p
r
e
s
s
i
v
e
 

in 
the 

pre- 
season 

and 
are 

staging 
a 

good 
fight 

for 
time 

in 
goal,” 

said 
McCafferty. 

Several 
s
o
p
h
o
m
o
r
e
s
 
have 

been 
impressive 

in 
the 

early 
going 

as 
well. 

Josh 
D
u
k
a
s
 

and 
Rich 

S
e
m
a
n
i
s
 

will 
see 

action 
at 

forward 
while 

c
l
a
s
s
m
a
t
e
s
 

Mike 
Cleary, 

Justin 
Hoover, 

Mike 
McHale 

and 
twins 

John 
and 

Matt 
Kertesz 

will 

H
A
L
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If 
you 

think 
your 

kids 
are 

growing 
fast, 

look 
at 

the 
cost 

of 
college. 

Scary 
isn't 

it? 
Almost 

as 
scary 

as 
not 

being 
able 

to 
afford 

it. 
If 

you 
start 

soon 
enough, 

we 
can 

help 
you 

reach 
those 

numbers, 
with 

a 
variety 

of 
financial 

options. 
We 

can 
put 

together 
a 
program 

that 
also 

helps 
meet 

your 
budget 

and 
your 

kids’ 
(or 

grandkids’) 

 
  
 

Base, 
1994. 

 
 

timetable. 
Call 

us. 
It's 

the 
smart 

thing 
to 

do. 

Alexander 
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C
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U
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h
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Dallas 
Soccer 

- First 
row 

from 
left; 

Matt 
Rice, 

Wesley 
Adams 

McHale, 
John 

Fagan, 
Mike 

Cleary, 
Justin 

Kerr 

 
 

and 
I expectto 

be 
competitive in 

each 
of them.” 
John 

McCafferty 

 
 

play 
at 

midfield. 
Sean 

Kileen, 
John 

Zimniski, 
Frank 

Velde, 
Eric 

George 
and 

D
u
a
n
e
 
Sprau 

are 
expected 

to play 

2 

ict 
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in 
the 

back. 
Another 

n
e
w
c
o
m
e
r
 

who 
will 

provide 
some 

punch 
to 

the 
offen- 

sive 
attack 

is 
junior 

Rich 
Dou- 

glas, 
whose 

family 
recently 

moved 
to 

the 
area 

from 
South 

Africa. 
Dallas 

will 
participate 

in 
the 

Middleburg 
T
o
u
r
n
a
m
e
n
t
 
over 

the 
L
a
b
o
r
 
D
a
y
 
w
e
e
k
e
n
d
 

before 
open- 

ing 
their 

W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 
Valley 

Confer- 

e
n
c
e
 

s
c
h
e
d
u
l
e
 

S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

4 

against 
L
a
k
e
-
L
e
h
m
a
n
.
 

“The 
Middleburg 

T
o
u
r
n
a
m
e
n
t
 

to 
discard. 

DAIRY 
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, John 
Zimniski, 

Matt 
Kertesz, 

Mike 
, Justin 

Hoover, 
Neil 

D
y
m
o
n
d
,
 

Jon 
Kertesz, 

Devin 
Michael, 

Rich 
S
a
m
a
n
a
s
,
 

Chriss 
Nattress, 

Seth 
LaJeunesse. 

S
e
c
o
n
d
 

row; 
ass't 

coach 
Chris 

Chapple, 
D
a
m
i
a
n
 
Temperine, 

Joe 
Murphy, 

Russell 
Eyet, 

Joe 
Dreier, 

Richard 
Douglas, 

Eric 
George, 

Carl 
Goeringer, 

Sean 
Killeen, 

Frank 
Velde, 

D
u
a
n
e
 

Sprau, 
Mitch 

Bailey, 
Kevin 

Pizzano, 
Jamie 

Rave, 
Josh 

Dukas, 
C.J. 

Tyrrell, 
head 

coach 
John 

McCafferty, 
ass't 

coach 
Reese 

Finn. 

will 
give 

us 
an 

o
p
p
o
r
t
u
n
i
t
y
 

to 
get 

some 
game 

experience 
before 

our 
league 

opener,” 
said 

McCalfferty, 
w
h
o
s
e
 
t
e
a
m
 

will 
play 

three 
g
a
m
e
s
 

in 
one 

day 
in 

the 
tournament. 

“It 
will 

also 
be 

a 
good 

test 
of 

our 
depth.” 

As 
goals 

for 
his 

team, 
M
c
C
a
f
f
e
r
t
y
 

is 
very 

simplistic. 
“
W
e
 

play 
18 

games 
and 

I expect 
to 

be 
competitive 

in 
each 

of 
them,” 

he 

explained. 
“This 

t
e
a
m
 

is 
very 

ca- 
pable 

of 
doing 

that.” 
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With 
b
a
c
k
-
t
o
-
b
a
c
k
 

district 
c
h
a
m
p
i
o
n
s
h
i
p
s
 
u
n
d
e
r
 
their 

belts, 

the 
L
a
k
e
-
L
e
h
m
a
n
 

boys 
soccer 

team 
faces 

the 
challenge 

of a three- 
peat 

in 
1996. 

Although 
his 

team 
returns 

just 
s
i
x
 

lettermen 
from 

a 
year 

ago, 

fourth-year. 
head 

coach 
M
a
r
k
 

Stroney 
isn’t 

ready 
to 

surrender 
the 

title 
of district 

c
h
a
m
p
i
o
n
s
 
just 

yet. “We 
have 

a 
lot 

of new 
faces, 

but 
I don’t 

think 
we're 

in 
a 
rebuilding 

situation,” 
said 

Stroney. 
“We're 

just 
not 

e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
d
 

yet. 
We've 

gotten 
used 

to 
w
i
n
n
i
n
g
 

and 
hav- 

ing 
high 

expectations.” 
Eric 

R
i
t
t
e
n
h
o
u
s
e
,
 

D
a
n
 

D
u
l
e
b
o
h
n
 
and 

M
a
r
k
 
Steele, 

a 
trio 

of juniors, 
will 

provide 
leadership 

to 
a 
team 

which 
returns 

just 
six 

goals 
and 

seven 
assists 

from 
last 

season. 
Rittenhouse 

and 
D
u
l
e
b
o
h
n
 

will 
play 

forward 
and 

midfield 
while 

Steele 
will 

play 
on 

defense. 
“These 

three 
players 

will 
play 

key 
roles 

for 
us, 

especially 
in 

the 
early 

go- 
ing,” 

said 
Stroney. 

“They 
have 

plenty 
of 

experience 
and 

will 
be 

looked 
at 

as 
leaders.” 

S
o
p
h
o
m
o
r
e
s
 
R
u
s
s
 
W
e
n
r
i
c
h
 
and 

A
n
d
r
e
w
 

Verdikal 
will 

also 
play 

forward 
along 

with 
Brazilian 

for- 
eign 

e
x
c
h
a
n
g
e
 

student 
Fabio 

M
a
r
q
u
e
s
 

, 
a 

senior 
w
h
o
 

can 
also 

D
e
 

a
 

T
T
 

S
O
C
C
E
R
 

|
 

| 
B
O
B
 
A
N
D
R
E
W
S
 

O
W
N
E
R
 

#1 
Soccer 

Supplier 

L
a
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a
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play 
midfield. 

“Our 
biggest 

question 
mark 

is 
at 

forward, 
not 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

a 
lack 

of 

talent, 
but 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

of 
lack 

of 
ex- 

perience. 
W
e
 

don't 
have 

a 
proven 

varsity 
goal 

scorer,” 
said 

Stroney. 
“If 

we 
can 

get 
s
o
m
e
 

consistent 

p
r
o
d
u
c
t
i
o
n
 

on 
offense, 

we 
can 

be 

a 
competitive 

team.” 

Goalkeeping 
is a team 

strength 
where 

junior 
Nathan 

Pankratz 
will 

likely 
start, 

but 
is 

being 
chal- 

lenged 
by 

freshman 
Russ 

Mosier. 
“Both 

players 
have 

looked 
very 

good 
and 

provide 
us 

with 
a 
strong 

duo 
in 

goal,” 
said 

Stroney. 
“Our 

keepers 
may 

the 
strongest 

area 
on 

this 
team.” 

The 
midfield 

will 
be 

anchored 
by 

senior 
Brad 

Dieffenbacher, 
the 

state 
silver 

medalist 
in 

the 
high 

jump, 
and 

sophomore 
Mike 

Kostrobala, 
a smart 

defender 
who 

can 
also 

help 
on 

the 
offensive 

end. 

“With 
his 

height 
and 

leaping 
ability, 

D
i
e
f
f
e
n
b
a
c
h
e
r
 

is 
an 

excel- 

lent 
player 

out 
of 

the 
air,” 

said 
Stroney. 

“He 
is 

a 
threat 

on 
re- 

starts 
and 

corner 
kicks.” 

In 
order 

to 
continue 

their 
win- 

ning 
tradition, 

the 
Knights 

must 
rely 

on 
their 

strengths 
at 

goal- 
keeper 

and 
t
e
a
m
 
depth. 

“We 
are 

strong 
in 

goal 
w
h
i
c
h
   

I
n
 

The 
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C
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10 
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12 
W
V
W
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W
y
o
m
i
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Sem. 
Abington 

Heights 
20 

Hazleton 
24 

Bishop 
H
o
b
a
n
 

26 
Couglin 

3 
C
r
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w
o
o
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5 
Meyers 

8 
W
V
W
 

11 
W
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o
m
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g
 

Sem. 
14 

Abington 
Heights 

16 
Hazleton 

18 
Bishop 

H
o
b
a
n
 

21 
Coughlin 

Head 
Coach: 

John 
McCafferty. 
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      looking for someone 
who 

can 
score consistently 

  

i 
Si 

L
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-
L
e
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m
a
n
 
S
o
c
c
e
r
 

- 
From 

left, 
first 

row; 
Andy 

Verdekal, 
Chris 

Crawford, 
T
o
m
 

Brislin, 
Matt 

M
c
M
a
h
o
n
,
 

Nate 
Walters, 

Jason 
Perlis, 

Rob 
Roderick, 

Sean 
Manzoni, 

Andy 
Weaver. 

S
e
c
o
n
d
 

row; 

Mike 
Kostrobala, 

Jeff 
Welby, 

Joe 
Maskalis, 

Ryan 
M
c
D
a
d
e
,
 

Brian 
Noler, 

Russ 
Mosier, 

Chris 
Rogers, 

Tony 
Van 

Scoy, 
Russ 

Wenrich, 
Ken 

Weaver, 
Dusty 

Rhodes. 
Third 

row; 
Mark 

Stroney, 
coach, 

Martin 

Noon, 
David 

Fine, 
S
h
a
u
n
 
Norconk, 

Eric 
Rittenhouse, 

Fabio 
Marques, 

Mark 
Steele, 

Nate 
Pankratz, 

Brad 
Dieffenbacher, 

Dan 
Dulebohn, 

Justin 
Kreller, 

E.J. 
Ishley, 

Drew 
Salko, 

Jeff 
Kernag, 

coach 
Jim 

Welby. 

s
h
o
u
l
d
 

keep 
us 

in 
g
a
m
e
s
,
”
 

said 

Stroney. 
“While 

we 
don’t 

have 
m
a
n
y
 

standouts, 
we 

have 
good 

overall 
team 

balance. 
We're 

going 
to 

have 
to 

utilize 
team 

play 
to 

take 
a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
 

of 
cur 

balance.” 

L
e
h
m
a
n
 

will 
open 

the 
s
e
a
s
o
n
 

at 

the 
Lock 

H
a
v
e
n
 

Invitational 
Au- 

gust 
31, 

prior 
to 

o
p
e
n
i
n
g
 
the 

W
y
o
-
 

ming 
Valley 

Conference 
season 

against 
Dallas 

S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

4. 

Despite 
his 

team’s 
inexperi- 

ence, 
Stroney 

still 
has 

lofty 
goals 

for 
the 

season. 
“Our 

first 
goal 

is tc 
qualify 

for 
districts 

and 
then 

win 
the 

league 
c
h
a
m
p
i
o
n
s
h
i
p
,
”
 

he 

said. 
“Ultimately, 

we 
want 

to 
win 

our 
third 

consecutive 
district 

title.” 
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Sept. 
4 

Dallas 
H
o
m
e
 

Abington 
A
w
a
y
 

10 
Hazleton 

Home 
12 

Bishop 
H
o
b
a
n
 

A
w
a
y
 

16 
Coughlin 

H
o
m
e
 

18 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Seminary 
H
o
m
e
 

20 
Crestwood 

A
w
a
y
 

24 
Meyers 

H
o
m
e
 

26 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Valley 
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A
w
a
y
 

Oct: 
1 

Dallas 
A
w
a
y
 

3 
Abington 

H
o
m
e
 

5 
Hazleton 

A
w
a
y
 

8 
Bishop 

H
o
b
a
n
 

H
o
m
e
 

10 
Coughlin 

A
w
a
y
 

14 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Seminary 
A
w
a
y
 

16 
Crestwood 

H
o
m
e
 

18 
Meyers 

A
w
a
y
 

21 
W
y
o
m
i
n
g
 

Valley 
West 

H
o
m
e
 

Coach: 
Mark 

Stroney 
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