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  Pastor Jim 
(continued from page 1) 

He said he will dearly miss 
this congregation, which he thinks 
of as his “extended family.” 

“I've been through births, bap- 
‘tisms, weddings, anniversaries, 
and funerals. You celebrate with 
the families and enjoy with them, 
and you mourn with them. I feel 
honored to have held this posi- 
tion. I don't think there's any 
other profession where the indi- 
vidual is welcomed into other's 
homes so readily. It's a wonderful 
privilege.” 

Under Wert's beacon, the par- 
ish has benefited from some rather 
unique developments in the last 
14 years. “Our church member- 
ship has grown very effectively 
under the leadership of Pastor 
Jim,” notes Paczewski, a 30-year 
member of the parish. 

According to Wert, the congre- 
gation has sprouted from 800 
parishioners in 1982 to over 1,300 
currently. Along the way, the 
parish added another full-time 
pastor, Harriet Santos, about 12 
years ago. “We work as co-pas- 
tors. It's rare for a parish in our 

conference to have more than one 
pastor,” said Wert. With the in- 
crease of members and the in- 
creasing pace of today's busy 
lifestyles, the need for additional 
‘services became apparent. 

“Pastor Harriet would drive by 
St. Therese’s Church Saturday 
evenings on her way here and 

~ would see their parking lot full. 
She said, ‘Why don't we try that?’ 
At first, I was reluctant,” he ad- 
mitted with a smile. “But our 5:30 
p.m. Saturday service has been 
well attended ever since we've ini- 
tiated it, about four years ago.” 

He continued, “It’s unusual in 
Methodist churches to have a Sat- 
urday evening service. But since 

we've started, Tunkhannock 
United Methodist Church has 
come down to observe how ours 
works, and they've started a Sat- 
urday service as well.” 

“Now we'd never give it up. We 

generally have 75 to 115 people 
attend. It's drawn people from a 
wide geographical area. If they 
can't make their own Sunday ser- 
vice, they'll come here.” 

They've also added a 9:00 a.m. 
service on Sunday mornings in 
addition to the traditional 11:00 
a.m. service. Paczewski gives 
credit to the ministers who now 
have to do three weekend services 
in addition to their other respon- 
sibilities. “Through their flexibil- 
ity and hard work, the congrega- 
tion has grown as well,” he said. 

With the flourishing congrega- 
tion, Wert has also been instru- 
mental in cultivating more lay 
leadership in the church. “We 
have four lay leaders, which are 
official, elected positions,” he said 
proudly. “Most Methodist 
churches have one or two at the 
most. We also have a core of 10 lay 
speakers, who could give leader- 
ship to the worship or a homily if 
the two pastors are away. This is 
the largest number of lay speak- 

‘ers in our conference.” 

“Pastor Jim seems to have a 

knack for bringing out people's 
talents and getting them involved 
in the church. He's a great facili- 
tator of people's gifts," said Ken 
Getz, lay leader. “I always wanted 
togetinvolved in lay speaking and 
he encouraged me. I've been a lay 
speaker for about seven years and 
a lay leader for two years.” 

Wert is also a force behind a 
growing ecumenical movement in 

the community, according to Getz. 
In conjunction with neighboring 
St. Therese's parish, he helped 
develop the “Soup and Scriptures” 
program, which runs every Mon- ° 
day during the Lenten season. 
“The congregations are invited to 
share a simple meal of homemade 
soup, biscuits, butter, and water 
and then break up into groups to 

discuss scripture and take part in 
fate sharing. This is the fourth 
year we've run it and it's excep- 

tional. We've had 125 people at 
one time,” said Getz. 

Getz also credits Wert with be- 
ing involved in expanding the sum- 
mer bible school program, com- 
bining resources with various lo- 
cal churches, creating a more ecu- 
menical effect. 

In yet another example of his 
community efforts, PastorJim has 
implemented a unique “dial-a- 

prayer” service, used by the con- 
gregation and the general com- 
munity for those who would like 
to call in and share the worship 
prayer. According to Paczewski, 
“The shut-ins get comfort from 
this service and like to start their 
day with a prayer, which Pastor 
Jim records on a daily basis. It's 
been a mission of his to reach 
those who can't always get to us.” 

In addition to working outside 
with the community, Wert has 
also been busy with work inside 
the church building itself. The 
altar in the sanctuary has been 
totally remodeled, a historical 
room has been added, the social 
room renovated, and most re- 
cently, the entrance doors are tak- 

ing on a new look, having been 
replaced with stained glass - a 
memorial gift symbolic of Pastor 
Jim's leadership, said Paczewski. 

Wert's life of dedication and 
ministry to the church happened 
almost by accident. A native of 
the Scranton area, he graduated 
from the University of Scranton 
with a B.S. in pre-med, expecting 
to go on to medical school to be- 
come a doctor. 

Due to a last minute change of 
plans, he decided to attend Syra- 
cuse University where he obtained 
a masters’ degree in microbiol- 
ogy. Thriving on his love of sci- 
ence, he accepted a lucrative po- 
sition as a research scientist for 
Merck laboratories in New Jersey. 
It was while continuing his edu- 
cation part-time, working toward 
a doctorate, when he realized his 
calling to the ministry. 

“My wife Gene and I were vol- 
unteering with a youth ministry 
program in a small church in 
Westfield, N.J. and I had such a 
good time with the kids,” he said. 
Wert recalled the experience where 

he first felt his calling: “I was 
working with a boy who was in 
trouble. His life totally changed 
because of the caring and coun- 
seling he received. He had gone 
from a real troublemaker to a fine 
young caring, responsible man. 
His parents were so pleased with 
his remarkable change of atti- 
tude. I remember thinking, if this 
can happen with one kid, then it 
can happen with others.” 

“Some people thought I was 
crazy to give up my job and study 
theology. But I've never regretted 
my life since.” 

  

          

From his first appointment at a 
small parish in Wayne County, 
he's been assigned as pastor in 
churches in Scranton, Wilkes- 
Barre, and Endicott, N.Y. During 
his career, he's also served as 
Executive Secretary of the Board 
of Christian Education and as 
Scranton District Superintendent, 
where he assisted the bishop to 
oversee 92 churches in the 
Scranton area. 

“In July of 1982, I was ap- 
pointed to the Shavertown United 
Methodist Church. The bishop 
needed me here. The parish was 

in grief, mourning the loss of Pas- 
tor Robert Yost, who had served 
here for 29 years. Although there 
was an interim pastor for two 
years before I came, the people 
were still grieving. They were 
really down, and the bishop asked 
me to go and help out.” 

“When I came, they were ready 
to accept me and work together. 
They've been a wonderful congre- 
gation. They're willing {o try new 
things and take risks. That's why 
we've been able lo become a unique 
parish.” 

Wert notes another important 

feature of the parish: “We're a 
cosmopolitan congregation. What 
I mean is that people have come 
here [rom all across the country 
and state. It makes it very inter- 
esling because of all the different 
backgrounds and cultures.” 

The Shavertown parish will now 
also have a new team of pastors 

this July when husband and wile 
Douglas and Janet Clark arrive 
from an Apalakian, N.Y. church, 
and current associate pastor 

Harriet Santos moves on to the 

Centenary United Methodist 
Church, Ashley. 

What does Wert plan to do upon 
retirement? “My wife Gene, who 
is retired as a home hospice care 
worker, and I hope to stay in the 
Wyoming Valley area. We don't 
want to interfere with or distract 
from our successors, but would 
like to do some part-time ministry 
work in the general area.” 

He also plans to spend some 

time simply enjoying life. “I'd love 
to devote more time to my hobby 
of trains and trolleys, do some 
writing for publications, and visit 
my family.” His family includes 
daughter Kathleen in Tampa, Fla., 
sons David in Montrose, and 
Stephen in Pottstown, and eight 
grandchildren. 

The Shavertown congregation 

plans to recognize Pastor Jim's 

retirement at a special gathering 
on Sunday, May 19 at 6 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary. Plans also 
are underway lo honor Pastor 

Harriet [or her service with a’ cel- 
ebration taking place in the church 
at a special 9:30 a.m. worship 
service on June 30. 

The congregation, [riends, and 
community are invited to attend 
each of these celebrations. 

  

Mother's Day 
is May 12 
  

HiLtsipE FARMS GREENHOUSE 
61 Hillside Rd., Shavertown 

Open Daily 8-5 « Sundays 10-4 

696-1117 

Mother's Day 
- Ny i <7 

N= v7, Special 3 wl 

Glass Vase filled SSM a 

with WEE 

Garden Fresh 
Flowers Mix 

) 3 0 00) ee 

Plants of All Kinds 
Be sure to stop in our Greenhouse 

for assorted Hanging Baskets 
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Porch Rockers 

Hardwood - 2 Sizes 
Prices Starting At 

Quo 

The Furniture Workshop 
Solid Wood Furniture - Gifts - Accessories 

115 W. Center Hill Rd., Dallas 675-5288 
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Lingerie Shoppe v 

CELEBRATING Our $72 
1sT ANNIVERSARY 

take 25% off 
your entire purchase 2 

For Entire Month of May. 
* Fine Lingerie * Sleep Wear 

* Active Wear * Aerobic Wear 

104 E. Overbrook Road, Shavertown 

(next to The Bay Window) 
717-674-3731 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10-5:30: 
&s Thursday 10-8; Saturday 10-5 

  

   
   

    

   

      

  

    
  

  
  

Darling & Sons 
Farms & Greenhouses 
Because Growing Quality Is A Family Business 
  

Happy 
Mother's 

Day! 

  

Geraniums 

Baskets Marigolds Vegetable Plants 

Mixed Pots Mums Impatiens 
& Logs Begonias & Many More 

Open: Mon. - Fri,, Located 1/2 Mile Off Route 309, Dallas, PAM GPM: 
Sat. & Sun., 9AM - 5PM   (200 Yards North Of Dallas Elementary School) 

   

    

Make Mom Smile 
With a New Floor 

From NU-FLOORS 
The Floor Store 

with Personal Service 
* Free measurements 
and quotes in your home. 

« Expert Installation - We do it ourselves 
25 Years Experience 

+ All Major Brands 
All Types of Floor Coverings 

for Home or Office 

  

  

  

[€I NU-FLOORS 
61 Main Street, 28 FLOOR 
Luzerne or 283-5667 
  

  

  
  

  

  

Yor Tslother 
in 14 karat gold 

  
Pendants, crosses, earrings and scatter pins 

crafted in 14 karat gold. 

Roth Jewelers 
659 N Memorial Hwy., Dallas « 675-2623 

Abements   
        

  

Jewelry e Flower Pots by Russ ® Candles 
* Variety of Perfumes and Colognes 

* Picture Frames ® Cups & Saucers by Russ 
* Candy e Free Gift Wrapping 

  

at the light in Dallas   675-1141 
  

(Panasonic coor RS VIEWFINDER 

PV-D406 wel ven 
Camcorder 

  

       

  

    

» Digital EIS « Color Viewfinder 
(116,150 pixels) * 22 x Digital Zoom | 
with Viewfinder Display * Hi-Tech 
4 Video Head System + Built-in Auto 
Light « Motion Sensor + Color Digital 
Fade * 16x Variable Speed Power Zoom 
+ Auto Titler « Auto $ Li a 
Daylight Saving Time 829 yCanyiiig Case El 

PV-S4566 

    

   

   
: + Super VHS System 
* DynAmorphous™ Metal 
Head 4 « VHS Hi-Fi Stero 
Sound « MTS Broadcast 
Stereo/SAP + Program 
Director™ « Shuttle Control 
* VCR Plus+® 

DynAmorphous 
METAL HEAD 4 venti $449 
daumick's Audio Visual 

16 E. Main Street + Plymouth, PA 18651 
(717) 779-4950 « Fax: 779-4980 

Hours: Mon. 9-5, Tues. & Wed. 9-5, Thurs. 9-8, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1         \.. Visa + MasterCard « Discover + American Express J 
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