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__ _Heavin, Shamus Field, 

SANTA PAYS A VISIT 

A jolly old elf dressed in red 
stopped in at last 
Wednesday's morning story 
hour at the Back Mountain 

Memorial Library. He didn't 
read a story, but the 
children seemed quite 
impressed anyway. 

PHoTOS BY 

CHARLOTTE BARTIZEK 

Matthew Diaco may 
have been the 
youngest member 
of the audience. 

Fun with Santa, from 
left, kneeling: Amy 
Heindel, Andrew 
Shapiro, Chelsea 

Michael Diaco. 
Standing, Michael 
Contreras, Santa, Molly 
Fabricatore.   

  RE 

Is this guy for real? Michael Contreras gave the old fellow a 
quick checkout, just to be sure. 

Meghan Martin shared a few 
secrets, we can't imagine 
what they were about.     
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  Test 
(continued from page 1) 

— it's deceptive,” Griffiths said. “It 
would be like putting students 
from central Philadelphia schools 
up against those from Bucks 
County. The districts’ sizes, popu- 
lations and overall wealth can vary 
greatly, even within a county.” 

Dallas juniors scored 80 points 
higher than the state average in 
math and 130 points higher in 
reading, Griffiths said. 

“More than 29 percent of our 
juniors were in the top quarter in 
math and more than 30 percent 
were in the top quarter irl Eng- 
lish,” he added. “That class has 
been consistently very good aca- 
demically.” 

The state average among 
schools in Dallas's group was 26 
percent at the top in both math 
and English. 

Dallas eighth-graders also did 
well, with 30 percent of its stu- 
dents in the top quarter in math 
and 29 percent in English. The 
state average for similar schools 
was 26 percent at the top in math 
and 28 percent at the top in 
English. They scored an average 
40 points higher than other 
schools in math and 50 points 
higher in reading. 

Fifth-graders at Dallas also 
performed well, scoring 90 points 
above the average in reading and 
32 points in math. 

“Our fifth-graders came in with 
45 percent if the students in the 
top quarter in math and 32 per- 
cent in the top quarter in read- 
ing,” Griffiths said. 

Griffiths and superintendent 
Gerald Wycallis attribute the 
students’ high scores to a combi- 
nation of good students and good 

Sample questions 

teachers. 

The students took the tests 
seriously and did their best, Grif- 
fiths said. The teachers, who had 
received special training in giving 
the assessments, worked very 
hard toemphasize the importance 
of the tests to the students. They 
also evaluated the previous year's 
scores to determine their curricu- 
lum’'s weak points which needed 
to be strengthened. 

“I'm very pleased with the re- 
sults,” Wycallis said. “We have an 
exceptional number of students 
in the high and medium high 
ranges, which speaks well for both 
the students and the teachers.” 

The tests combine multiple- 
choice questions and written re- 
sponses in reading and mathe- 
matics, Griffiths said. 

“For example, a student must 
not only solve a particular math 
problem, but also set up an equa- 
tion or draw a diagram, then write 
an explanation of how he arrived 
at the solution,” he said. “This 
way, we assess their math com- 
putation skills along with their 
critical thinking or problem solv- 
ing abilities.” 

In the reading assessments, 
students must demonstrate their 
ability toread a passage and write 
about it, using the narrative, 
persuasive and informational 
modes of writing. 

While the multiple-choice ques- 
tions are scored electronically, 
written responses are evaluated 
by specially trained teachers from 
another part of the state. Dallas, 
in turn, has trained teachers to 
evaluate other districts’ writing 
assessments. 

Here are sample questions from the statewide assessment tests. 

GRADE 5 - Students at Clarksville Elementary School surveyed their 
classmates. They asked each student to tell them his or her favorite ice cream 
flavor. They found that 20 students preferred chocolate, 5 preferred vanilla, 4 
strawberry, 18 Oreo and 7 chocolate chip. 
a. Draw a bar graph or pictograph to illustrate these data. 
b. Using the information given in the problem, tell what flavors of ice cream the 
local ice cream shop owner should sell. 
Give reasons for your answer. 

GRADE 8 - The pages in a yearbook are 11 inches long and 8 1/2 inches wide. 
The yearbook printing cost is calculated by the area of the photographs and 
printing, so it is necessary to know each photograph’s area. One page of the 
yearbook contains a photograph which takes up the whole page except for a 
1 1/4 inch margin on each of its 4 sides. What is th area of the photograph on 
the page in square inches. (A picture may be drawn to help solve this task.) 
You must show your math work or write an explanation describing the steps 
you followed to arrive at your answer, even if you did your work in your head 
or used a calculator. 

GRADE 11 - A cow is tied to the long side of a barn, 10 feet from the corner. 
The barn measures 11 feet wide and 28 feet long. If the rope is 21 feet long, 
what is the total area of the space in which the cow can graze? 
Draw a picture which includes the grazing area to show how you arrived at your 
answer. 

  

        

  

  

  

  
  

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT 

  

    
  

- I Otte | %e . gu . | Fe J Gift Certificates to the Music Box 
A Dinner and Show - $28.00 

| p= Show Only - $15.00 

© mm the legendary tast ¢ [192% OFF | ne! 2 Jegen ary 2s < — ) | The Purchase of Any THE 1996 SEASON 
¢ 8 show Only Gift Centficate y The Kingandl Me and My Girl Make Your Holiday Party ? ||] nt | Tuo by wo Once Upon ANiatiress 

Reservations Now! J |=" other Ofer "| No Sex Please, Phantom (This is NOT the 

Cozy Fireplace and Lakeview Dining § ||! oteEpresistoss | Wee British Akron Lioys Webber Version     
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The Perfect Holiday Setting 
Parties of 20 to 120 

Call 639-1264 Today!! it
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THE MUSIC BOX 
DINNER PLAYHOUSE 

196 Hughes St. Swoyersville, PA 18704   
CALL: 283-2195 or 

1-800-698-PLAY 
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The perfect gift for anyone. 

If one Santa brings 
so much joy, imagine 
what thirty could do. 

Our Tub O’ Santas is filled with joy. And 

over 30 bite-size milk chocolate Santas filled 

with smooth peanut butter. Like all Gertrude 

Hawk Chocolates, our tub makes a perfect gift. 

For anyone who's been really good. 

J 

CORDLESS 2.4 VOLT 

    

      

   

   

and Charger. 

* Adjustable handle and clutch. 
* Forward/reverse button. 
 1-Hour fast charger. 

14/2 oz. Tub. Regular $7.75 
Now until Christmas: 

595 
; Gertruds & Hawk 

  

   

For the man in your life...a gift he'll really appreciate! 

Professional Quality Tools for a Lifetime of Use. 
3/8" CORDLESS 12 VOLT DRIVER/DRILL 

Includes Driver/Drill with Keyless Chuck, 
Two Battery Packs, Charger, and Steel Carrying Case. 

SPECIAL AT 

$ 1 79090 * Hi-torque; variable 2-speed reversing 

No. 0408-6 

> HIGH PERFORMANCE 
SCREWDRIVER SUPER SAWZALL® 

Includes Screwdriver, Battery Pack, No. 6527 

SPECIAL AT 

$7400 
No. 6539-1 

  CHOCOLATES 
  

     
Gertrude’s got the gift. 

  

    Crossroads, Wilkes Barre (Carey Avenue) - Country Club Shopping Center, Dallas (near Insalaco’s) - Wyoming Avenue, Kingston 

Eastern Pennsylvania Supply Company 

700 Scott Street, Wilkes-Barre ¢ Phone: 823-1181 
  

« Electric brake — complete control for driving screws and drilling. 

SPECIAL AT $ 1 853° 

Includes Steel Carrying Case, Super Sawzall® Blade Assortment, 
and Heavy-Duty 8' Quik-Lok Cord. 

* 1-1/4" Blade stroke — 0-2800 strokes per minute. 
* Powerful 8 amp Milwaukee-built motor. 
* Smooth counter-balance mechanism. 
Separate dual-speed selector. 

* Overload capacity. 

   

  

    
    

  
   

  

    
      + Pittston Mall - Mundy Street, Wilkes Barre (behind the Wyoming Valley Mall) - Wyoming Valley Mall (next to Fashion Bug) 
  

  

 


