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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP - The 
seat for supervisor will be hotly 
contested in the November 7 elec- 
tion, when Republican Michael 
Prokopchak and Democrat Mar- 
tin W. Murray, square off. 
Although both are part-time 

farmers, township natives and 
don’t want to be working supervi- 
sors who combine the office with 
the paid job of the roadmaster, 
each has a different view of how to 
run the township. 

-~ Murray, 40, isn't worried that 
Republicans outnumber Demo- 
crats two to one. He hopes voters 

will forget party lines and vote for 
the ‘person they feel will serve the 
best interests of the township. 

“I don’t want any back-room 
politics in the township,” he said. 
“1 want our government to operate 
strictly by the book for the people's 
best interests.” 

“He firmly believes in protecting 
the township's valuable resources 
—a rural setting and good water 

supply —- through controlled, sen- 
sible development. 

“I. want to prevent problems 
before they arise,” he said. “I favor 
larger lot sizes to keep houses 
farther apart so they won't con- 
taminate one another's wells with 
sewage.” 

Political affiliations don't mat- 
ter.to Murray, who wants to follow 
the guidelines to serve as many 
voters as possible. 
. “It's time to step forward and 
tty to help the township preserve 
its resources and look out for 
everyone, " he said. “I believe in 
open lines of communication be- 
tween the supervisors and all 
voters.” 

: He believes his background in 
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road construction and heavy 
equipment will help in making 
decisions on maintaining and 
improving the roads. 

“I know what's needed to keep 
our roads in good repair,” he said. 

Murray lives with his wife, 
Kathy, and son, Marty, who plays 
mini-football with the Kingston 
Township Raiders. 

Prokopchak, 51, is a retired 
Pennsylvania state trooper, oper- 
atesa small fruit stand in Luzerne 
and works as a private investiga- 
tor. 

A Dallas High School graduate 
(1962), he served in Korea with 
the Army and graduated from 
King's College with a degree in 
criminal justice. While with the 
state police, he served in Bethle- 
hem, Wyoming, the bureau of 
criminal investigation in Harris- 
burgand the Region 8 Strike Force 
narcotics investigation unit. 

He's a past treasurer of the 

Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 43 
and past president of the Orange 
LittleLeague, in which he coached 
the Orange team and umpired for 
teeners’ baseball. 

He and his wife, Sharon, havea 
daughter, Sheri Norris, anda son, 
Mike, Jr. 

Prokopchak also believes in 
maintaining and upgrading the 
township's roads, efficient man- 
agement and hands-on govern- 
ment. 

“Zoning is a very important 
issue,” he said. “Unfortunately 
some people believe it’s the only 
important issue.” 

He prefers a two-acre minimum 

lot size, which he believes to be 
more affordable but still capable 
of preventing contamination of 
wells by nearby septic systems. 

“I have spoken to engineers 
and professionals with experience 

Zoning, roads are top issues 
in water and sewage,” he said. 
“Other Back Mountain munici- 
palities have two-acre lots. We 
work hard to educate our chil- 
dren, many of whom must leave 
the area to find work. Those who 
stay often take lower-paying jobs 
and can't afford to buy and build 
homes on larger lots. How will 
young couples just starting out or 
couples with average wages be 
able to afford to buy and build?” 

He said he refused to sign a 
petition to keep the minimum lot 
size at three acres, which resi- 
dents are circulating in the town- 
ship. He isn't sure it would stand 
up in court if challenged in a 
lawsuit. 

“The concept of three-acre lots 
is fine, but its unreasonable and 
ineffective without proper justifi- 
cation,” he said. “I wouldn't like to 
see the township brought into a 
lawsuit with its high legal fees 
which it couldn't afford.” 

Prokopchak wants todispel any 
rumors that he would never con- 
sider reappointing the township's 
two planning commission mem- 
bers who were recently deposed 
by the supervisors. 

“This is untrue,” he said. “I 
never said anything about ap- 
pointing or reappointing any plan- 
ning commission members.” 

He promises to weigh all sides 
of any issues which come before 
him and vote accordingly. 

“I hope the voters make their 
decision with intelligence and 
common sense,” he said. “lam an 
independent person and not re- 
lated to or affiliated with any of 
the other supervisors. l am able to 
show total impartiality in my 
decisions and will be honored to 
serve the township where I was 
raised and where I raised my 
family.” 

McAvoy plot given special status 
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+ FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP- Steu- 
ben Granger, hastily appointed 
October 9 to the planning com- 
mission in case he was needed to 
break a tie vote, wasn't needed at 
the October 10 meeting. 
! Granger holds the seat formerly 
held by chairman Ed Dorrance, 
who Teésigned' Séptember 25 “for 
the good of the township” at the 
request of the supervisors. 

+ The supervisors said Granger 
was needed because Roger Bellas 
had told them and the other two 
commission members, Hank 
Psolka and chairman Mark 
Millington, that he would abstain 
from voting on any decisions on 
the rezoning request by the Reese 
family because he works for them. 

Approximately 30 residents 
filléd the basement of the Orange 
Methodist Church to hear the 
planning commission's decisions 
an three rezoning requests. Sev- 
eral came armed with questions. 

. Jay Futch wanted to know why 
the meeting was allowed to take 
place. “I doubt Mr. Granger had 
adequate time to review all three 
cases,” he said. “There were two 
vacant seats and the supervisors 
dppointed only one person.” 

© “It was too late to cancel it,” 
Millington responded. “Besides, 
Granger didn’t vote on anything.” 

" Granger said he had spent two 
hours reviewing the Reese rezon- 
ing request and was prepared to 
vote if he was needed. 

* Ray Rybka said he was con- 
cerned about the minimum lot 
sizes, which have been a bone of 
contention between the supervi- 
sors and the planning commis- 
sion. 

. “Canyou make enough restric- 
tions so we don't end up with 
another Crown Hill?" he said, 
referring to a development on 
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“This is an unusual 

Situation.” 
Mark Millington 

Zoning board chairman 
  

Eighth Street with small lots. “We 
don't need another one.” 

He also suggested the planning ° 
commission require developers to 

do water and sewage studies be- 
fore any subdivision plans are 
approved. 

The planning commission made 
the following decisions: 

¢ Ann Marie McAvoy wanted 
two parcels of land on Coon Road 
totaling 150 acres rezoned from 
agricultural and conservation to 
residential. A portion of her 
Chadsford Estates I and II subdi- 
visionsis located at this site, which 
protrudes into Kingston Town- 
ship. 

Before making a decision, the 
planning commission had asked 
her to give information proving 
she had spent a significant 
amount of money preparing her 
subdivision plan for Chadsford 
Estates I and II. 

“This is an unusual situation,” 
said chairman Mark Millington. 
“The zoning ordinance has been 
sent to the board of supervisors 
for approval. I don't want to as- 
sign this acreage a specific zone 
because I don't know how the 
minimum lot sizes will end up.” 

The commission voted to limit 
the lot size in McAvoy's proposed 
subdivisions to no more and no 
less than two acres, with Milling- 
ton and Hank Psolka voting for 
the measure, Bellas voting against 
it and Granger abstaining. 

If the supervisors pass the new 
zoning ordinance, the minimum 
lot size in residential districts will 
be two acres, while it will be three 
acres in agricultural areas and 
four acres in conservation areas. 
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Make Your Holiday Party 

Reservations Now! 

Cozy Fireplace and Lakeview Dining 

The Perfect Holiday Setting 

Parties of 20 to 120 

Call 639-1264 Today!! 
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e Attorney Ted Krohn, repre- 
senting David and Charles Hil- 
stolsky, asked the planning com- 
mission to defer action on rezon- 
ing the Hilstolskys' land on Coon 
Road from agricultural to resi- 
dential until the supervisors adopt 
the new zoning ordinance and set 
the minimum lot sizes. The Hil- 
stolskys' land adjoins McAvoy's. 

Ha We nay, end up withdrawing 
our request, depending on what 
the supervisors decide,” Krohn 
said. 

Their brother, Frank, was 
removed from the planning com- 
mission in September because the 
supervisors said he might not 
render unbiased decisions against 
any requests or applications which 
McAvoy might submit to the plan- 
ning commission. 

* The commission postponed a 
decision on rezoning land on 
Orange Road owned by the Reese 
family from agricultural to min- 
ing. 

Reese Excavating has removed 
topsoil from the land under a 
Department of Environmental 
Protection permit since 1972 and 
hasn't logged any violations with 
the DEP, according to attorney 
Frank Hoegen. 

“The use of the land predates 
all township zoning ordinances,” 
Hoegen said. “We want to be sure 
the zoning designation reflects the 
use of the property.” 

Reese Excavating mines top- 
soil from an acre of land at a time 
and completely reclaims it before 
moving on to the next acre, he 
added. 

The supervisors plan to take 
formal action on the proposed 
zoning ordinance at a special 
meeting October 26. 

Regular planning commission 
meetings are scheduled for No- 
vember 21 and December 19. 
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Gate of Heaven School to hold auction 
The Gate of Heaven Parent/Teacher Guild will hold the 10th annual Fall Auction Saturday, October 
21, at 7 p.m. in the Gate of Heaven School gym. lt is the biggest fund raiser of the year forthe 
PTG. Money raised goes towards improvements of the academic programs at the school as well as 
maintenance of the building and grounds. Most of the businesses and merchants in the Back 
Mountain contribute items or services for the event. Last year, hundreds of items were auctioned, 
including books and tapes, clothing and shoes, jewelry, paintings, hardware, household goods, 
toys, sporting goods, gift certificates, and filled baskets from each GOH class. Pictured above are 
Gate of Heaven students with some of the items that will be on sale. From left, front row, Devin 
Carey, Nora Stepanitis, Kim Durr. Back row, Morgan Carey, Jill Durr, Tara Stepanitis. Admission is 
$5.00 per person and includes coffee, tea, soda, beer, wine, hors d'oeuvres and desserts. 

PRET 1 WEEK FREE | 
Visit our facility and receive a Gift || 
Certificate for a Week of Fitness. 
Don't forget to bring a friend! 
Not Good With any other Offers. 
Offer expires 11/30/95 

FEEL OVER- & 
WEIGHT? ErNIESS 
FEEL OUT OF 
SHAPE? 

Fitness 2 © 

THAT'S O.K.! 
AT ERNIE'S WE'RE NOT 

Route 309, Dallas 
(next to Treat Ice Cream) 

ABOUT LEOTARDS & 

674-2420 

  

      

MUSCLES. 

Exercise in a comfortable 
atmosphere where you're accepted 
regardless of your physical condition 
and feel great about yourself! 

    

    
    
        

  

DANCE STUDIO 
* Gymnasti 

Classes 
6 Week Session 

36.00 
» Award Winning Gymnastic Instruction 

  

  

   

     
    
     
      

  

Special Preschool Classes 

» Beginner thru Advanced 

   Mats, Balance Beam and Bar. 

Classes Begin Week of 
October 23rd 

675-7227  


