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  'Sisters' 
(continued from page 1) 

always picked on her, but she 
- never thought of getting back at 
- them, she said smiling. 

_-. During their most recent visit 
‘to Pickett’s Charge, the Sunflower 
Sisters shared photos, memories 
and smiles as they recalled some 
of their exploits. 

They were next-door neighbors 
on Franklin Street and lived across 
the street from the old Hoffman's 
Bakery and a grove of pine trees 
where the girls liked to play. Asa 
Gary built his family’s home, 
which had indoor plumbing and 
electricity, but no radio, in 1925. 

Evenings they liked to sit on 
the front porch swing and sing, or 
visit friends who had radios. Their 
favorite programs were “Amos n 
Andy” and “Fibber McGee and 
Molly.” 

The girls enjoyed singing in the 
-choir at the Shavertown United 
‘Methodist Church. Ruby set an 
all-time record — she sang in four 
different church choirs atone time. 

“It was a good way to get out of 
“the house,” she said. 

~ Beatrice usually got stuck iron- 
ing and washing dishes (“You see, 
I was the oldest,”) while Ruby 

“helped her mother with yard work. 
Middle child Helen, who also 

"had to help wash dishes, loved to 
go with her father on his truck. 
“I'd get out my songbook and sing 
the whole time,” she said. 

The two families raised many of 
‘their own vegetables and canned 
fruits for the winter, which Helen 
and Ruby loved to raid. “Espe- 
cially the peaches,” Ruby grinned. 

Beatrice's first attempt at bak- 
ing still draws chuckles - she 
forgot to add sugar to a rhubarb 
pie. “Was it bitter!” she said laugh- 
ing. 

The Garys had lots of animals, 
which Asa brought home on his 

truck. They were fun to have 
around, but the sisters said the 

~ sheep would wake them at 4 a.m. 
with a “bla-a-at! Bla-a-at!” 

In nearby Fern Brook was a 
beer garden, where the girls’ fa- 
thers liked to stop. Not far away 
was the old Fern Brook Park, 

~ where the girls liked to sneak a 
- quick ride on the carrousel, jump- 
‘ing off before they were caught. 
Occasionally they would get tick- 
ets to big band concerts there 

- when they were older. 
Ruby went for her first roller 

£ coaster ride at Fern Brook, witha 
Hopi man who worked in the 
. park's summer “Indian show.” She 
* wrote to him and his family on the 
reservation for several years af- 
terward. 
*.~ Another forbidden treat was to 
hop the caboose of the train which 

- chugged past the house every day. 
- They were never caught. 

The girls did everything to- 
: gether. Ruby married Doris’s 
cousin, Jim Oberst, making them 

sisters-in-law as well as cousins- 

' in-law and best friends. 
Childhood sweethearts, Ruby 

"and Jim Oberst and Doris and 
Bob Roberts even eloped together 
54 years ago. They simply “hopped 

. in the car and took off for Balti- 

. more,” as Ruby put it. 
“We wanted it to be a secret, 

but the minister in Baltimore put 
the wedding announcement in the 
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The Sunflower Sisters, Ruby Gary Oberst, Helen Gary Wheeler, Beatrice Gary Tolinski, Mildred 
Oberst Strader and Doris Oberst Roberts, recently met to catch up on the latest news at Pickett’'s 
Charge. The five women, all Shavertown natives, have been best friends for more than 70 years. 

newspaper down there and Bob's 
brother saw it,” Ruby said. “He 
called our families back home.” 

When they returned, Ruby's 
mother said, “Well, I hope you're 
satisfied,” Ruby recalled. 

“She was the baby - she got 
away with everything,” Beatrice 
remarked 

They also got away with smok- 
ing corn silk (it was “disgusting”) 
and Bugler tobacco out behind 
the shed and stealing sweet corn 
from the farmers. 

But they didn't get away with 
sneaking out and trying to get 
back in through the kitchen win- 
dow at 2 a.m., with Mother stand- 
ing there waiting for them. And 
the police once caught Ruby 
standing on the street corner 
waiting for her sister with some 
hot flowers she had just picked 
from a neighbor’s yard. 

“He took them away,” Ruby 
said. 

All the girls but Doris attended 
Kingston Township High School. 
Doris went to high school in King- 
ston Borough. 

Beatrice and Mildred were in 
the class of 1933 with Marguerite 
Cattonand Marian Anthony, while 

           

For All Your Heating = Needs 
A Name You Can Trust. .. 

PARKER 

Visit Us At The 
September 6th - 10th 

PARKER 
FUEL CO. 675-4949 675-1155 

Helen graduated in 1934 with 
Beatrice Ray, Ruth Pritchard and 
Dolores and Ward Trumbower. 

“Ruby and Doris 
always used to 

follow us around. 
Now they can’t wait 
to get going - they're 

the only two left 
who still drive. 

Beatrice Gary Tolinski 
“Sunflower Sister" 

  

Ruby was in the 1938 graduat- 
ing class with Hazel Bulford, Wil- 
liam Dierolf and Bertha Jones. 

The women's secret for keeping 
young is to keep active and to 
“refuse to become old.” 

Mildred takes care of her own 
home and garden, where she 
raises flowers and veggies - toma- 
toes, beans and zucchini. 

“I have only four zucchini 
plants, but they produce so well 
that when the neighbors see me 
coming outside with my pail, they 

y 1§ide so I won't t give them 
RX pr BA 
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1016 LOWER DEMUNDS RD. 
DALLAS, PA 18612 

any more zucchini,” she said 
laughing. 

She has two daughters, two 
sons, 12 grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren and one more 
on the way. 

Doris owns a newspaper in Lake 
Hopatcong, NJ, writing the copy, 
selling ads, pasting it up and 
delivering it with her husband. 
They are the proud parents of 
three sons and a daughter and 
have 10 grandchildren. 

Ruby, who still works “taking 
care of old people,” has two sons, 
three daughters, 14 grandchil- 
dren and five great-grandchildren. 

Helen has three daughters, five 
grandchildren and 14 great- 
grandchildren. 

Beatrice has one daughter (“You 

slouch,” quipped Ruby), and three 
grandchildren. Her first great- 
grandchild is expected soon. 

They may be separated by many 
miles, but the five Sunflower Sis- 
ters keep in touch by letter and 
telephone until the next reunion. 

In good times and bad, they 
“have always been there for one 
another — a good reason why 
they're still sisters and best friends 
after more than 70 years. 

    

  
  

  
  

  

N.E. PENNA'S NO. 1 SPOT 
FOOD, FUN & ENTERTAINMENT 
STEAKS « CHOPS *« SEAFOOD 

85 ENTREES TRICED $0.95 

  

  

    

{9 Children's Menu Available 
ry 125 Deliciously Different & Dandy 

¥ Late Nite Snacks and 
: Very Special Cream Drinks 

OPEN 7 DAYS 11:30 AM TO 2 AM 

586-6000 288-3500 
RTS. 6 & 11, CLARKS SUMMIT MARK PLAZA, EDWARDSVILLE, RT. 11 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Fri.., Sept. 1 Sat., Sept. 2 Sun., Sept. 3 

Just Us | Die Hard | Karaoke 
w/ Jossett Miles           

BENJAMIN R. JONES, III 
Attorney at Law 

124 North Memorial Highway 
Shavertown 
  

1400 Mellon Bank Center 
Wilkes-Barre 
    675-0393 .r 823-5181     
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any advertised 
home heating 
oil price in 
our area by   

    

Per 
Gallon 

Min. of 125 Gals. 

1-800-696-2456 

24 Hour Hot Line      
  

    

Tell our advertisers you saw     
159 N. Memorial Hwy.,- = 

Shavertown, PA 

675-1191 

them in The Post. They'll be 
glad, and so will we.     
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SUNDAY 
BREAKFAST 

meponaia's | = U I= Pe ET 

8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. oH 
nm 

Adults Children: 
$3.99 $ 

Plus Tax 

(Beverage Not Included) 
“ k @ 

(10 & Under) 

Includes: wT 
Scrambled Eggs » Hot Cakes - Crepes’ 
- Seasoned Cubed Potatoes + Sausage: 

«Assorted Muffins, Bagels and lots more... : 
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Shavertown & Wyoming 

_ Have you had your break today? 
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Back Mountain 
Bottled Gas 

Gas Fireplaces & Inserts 
Featuring 
Direct Vent & 

Vent Free Installations 

  

\ 
lfm 

    
We also Carry 

* Gas Logs 
e Heaters 

e Hot Water Heaters 
e Water Cooler Rentals 
* Bottled Spring Water 

Call For Low, Low Prices on LP Gas 
Grill Tanks Refilled $6.00 * Bulk & Cylinder Delivery, " 

Located 1/4 Mile East off Rt. 29 on Rt. 118 
Same Location as Country Satellite 

717-477-2648 m
E
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  HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12 
        

  

  
Coverage area: The Dallas Post covers the "Back Mountain” ar 
County, including Dallas, Kingston, Lehman and Jackson townships, Dallas 

Borough, Harveys Lake and the Dallas and Lake-Lehman school districts. We 

try to get to as many events as possible, but staff and space limitations make it 
impossible to cover everything. If you have news about your family, town or 
organization, please send it to us and we'll try to get it in. Photographs are 
‘welcome; we prefer black and white, but color will usually work. 
Corrections, clarifications: The Dallas Post will correct errors of fact or clarify 
any misunderstanding created by a story. Call 675-5211. 
Have a story idea? Please call, we'd like to hear about it. 
Letters: The Dallas Post prints all letters which have local interest. Send letters 
to: Editor, The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612. All letters must be 
signed and include a phone number at which we can reach the author. Deadline 
is Noon, Monday prior to publication. 
Want a photo that has appeared? We can provide prints of photos taken by 
our staff. Prices: 5x7 - $5; 8x10 - $10. Call or stop by to order. 

The Dallas Post 
675-5211 

FAX: 675-3650 

E-mail: dallpost@epix.net 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 366, Dallas PA 18612 
‘Shipping Address: 45 Main Road, Dallas PA 18612 
Office hours: Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

      

Display Advertising Deadline: Mondays at4p. m. 
(Friday at 4 p.m. if proof required) 
We have a variety of rates and programs to suit your advertising needs. 
The Dallas Post satisfies most co-op ad programs. 
Creative services at no charge. 
Combination rates with The Abington Journal, Clarks Summit, available. 
We can produce your newsletter, flyer or newspaper. Call for quotes on 
typesetting, production and printing. 

  

Orders for subscriptions received by Friday will begin the following week. See 
box at right for subscription prices. Local subsciptions should arrive 
Wednesdays. Please inform us of damage or delay. 

The Dallas Post usps 147-720) 
Published weekly by Bartsen Media, Inc. $18 per year in Luzerne and 
Wyoming counties (PA); $20 elsewhere in PA, NY or NJ; $22 all other 
states. Second-class postage paid at Dallas PA. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Dallas Post, P.O. Box 366, 
Dallas PA 18612. 

© COPYRIGHT 1995: Entire contents copyrighted. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced by any means without the 
express written consent of the publisher.     
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I Complete and mail in this form, or call 675-5211 

Q Please enter a subscription to The Dallas Post ! 

I Nam i 

I Mail Address ; 
i ; 
I City State___ Zip i 
} pe 

I Phone ; 
| RATES: 1Year 2Years | 
| Luzerne & Wyoming counties $18 $32 i 
I Other PA, NY or NJ 20 36 : 

All Other States 22 40 : 

iI Return completed form with payment to: rd 
i The Dallas Post a 
i P.O. Box 366 won 8 
L Dallas, PA 18612 iw ~p 
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